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Natttre I great parent ! whofe unceafiDg hand 
Rolls round the feafons of the changeful year» 
How mighty, how majeftic are thy works! 
With what a plcafing dread they fwell the foul ! 

Thomson's Sbasons. Winter, Ver. 1O5, 
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TO 

SAMUEL WHITBREAD, Esq^ M.P. 

Sir, 

AS the opportunity of revifing and 
augmenting this part of my Letters 
on Switzerland, and of rendering them 
more worthy of public infpedion, was 
entirely owing to the honour of accom« 
panying your Son upoa l»is Travels, to 
you I beg leave to infcribe this Second 
Volume, as a public mark of that efteero 
^nd regard, with which I am^ 

3lR, 

Your moft obedient, 

and obliged humble fervant, 



Wm COXE. 

Feb. io, i789t 
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Saufiore died in 1799* Sennebier, the iDgenious au* 
thor of Hifloire Licteraire de Geneve, has publiQied 
an hiftorical memoir on his life and writings* 
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LETTER 3^. 

Pqfase of tie Tete Noire^^ol de Balm^Mont 
SJanc^bs great Elevation. 

Geneva* Augutt 28. 

0XJITTIN6 Trienn t^re traverfed fom^ 
narrow iralUes, through forefts of pine 
and fir, by the fide of a fmall but impetuous 
torrent, which takes its rife from the neighbour*^ 
kig glacier. The road, which is very rugged, 
k carried over the deep crags of a mountaiii 
called I^a TAe Noire. A little way from Trient 
w« entered the duchy of Faudgny, fubje6t * to 
the Ung of Sardmia, and arrived at the vale 

• New fubjeft to France. 
Vol. il- B of 
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a LETTER 36. 

of Chamouny ; the gieat mountains and glacier* 
of Savoy rifxng majeftically befofe us. 

Another way leads from Trient to Chamoiray 
over the Col de Balme. I paffed it on a mule 
the 7th of September 1785; it is exceedingly 
fteep, but not dangerous, as reprefented by 
many travellers ; for I did not even find it necef- 
fary to difmount ; and the path, which is in no 
part bare rock, runs through a thick wood 
clothing the fides of the mountain. We fet off 
from Trient on this expedition about half paft 
four, with the expeftation of feeing the fun rife 
on the fummit of Mont Blatnc, but were difap- 
pointed ; for we did not reach the Col de Balme 
in lefs than two hours, and day had already 
begun to break. We enjoyed, however, from 
the fummit an extenfive profpeft, which many 
travellers confider as equal to the mod: fublime 
profpeds in Switzerland : on one fide it com- 
mands the Vallais^ the alps of St. Bernard, an4 
the diftant mountains of the cantons of Under- 
walden and Bern ; the other comprehends Mont 
Blanc and the circumjacent heights* I obferved 
the Point de Moujfon \ the Morime^ ftipporting 
on its top the glacier of jBuet^ on which de Lug 
jnade his celebrated experimisncs to .afcertaiti ibe 
flate of the atmofphere ; the Point de la Tour ; 
Les Aiguilles d* Argentiere ; the Aiguille de Midi^ 

• a piked 
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a piked rock ftarfing out of a large mafs of 
faowj and, laftly, Mont Blanc itfelf. The 
higheft point of this gigantic mountain is in the 
(hape of a compreffcd hemifphete, and is called 
from it« form La Bojfe du Dromedaire ; from 
that point it gradually finks, prefents a kind of 
concave furface of fnow, in the midd of which 
i$ a fmall pyramid of ice ; then rifes into a fecond 
hemifphere, called by fome Little Mont Blanc, 
but wiA more propriety by others Le DSnie du 
MilieUy or the Middle Dome ; thence it defcends 
into another concave furface terminating in a 
point, indifcriminately ftyled by the natives 
Aiguille de Gouti^ Point de Gouti, and Dime de 
Goute, and which I (hall name the D6nie of 
Goute ; from that dome it ends abruptly, and 
lofes itfelf amid the mountains that bound the 
vale of Chamouny. 

Mont Blanc is particularly diftinguilhed from 
other mountains by a mantle of fnow, which 
clothes its fummit and iides, almofl: without the 
intervention of the lead rock to break the glare 
of the tvhfite appearance, from whence its name 
7s derived. This circumftance frequently deceives 
the eye unaccuftomed to fuch objects, and in 
• :many fituations renders it lefs lofty in appear- 
ance, than it is in reality. Although the fummit 
B z was 



Digitized by 



Google 
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toifes^.or i5,.io4 Englifli feet* j or,; According 
to Sir George Schuckborough, of 1 5^662 feet. 

De Luc having found the altitude of the 
Bust J from thence took geometrically the eleva* 
tion of Mont Blana, The labours of this cele- 
brated naturalifty as|d his rules^ for computing 
heights by the barometer, are to be found in his 
very valuable treatife, " Sur les Modj/Scatipm de 
V Atmofpbere.^^ Thefe rules are explained, and 
his tables reduced to Englilh meafure, by Dr. 
Mafkelyne, Aftronomer Royal; and ftill more 
fully by the Rev. Dr. Horfley f- 

The accuracy of thefe barometrical meafore- 
ments was verified by Sir George Schuckbo- 
rough, in a number of ingenious experiments to 
afcertain the elevation *of feveral mountains of 
Savoy, a fhort t?me before I arrived at Geneva. 

* In reducing the Frencli toLfc, which is equal to fix 
French feet, to Englifh meafure, 1 have confidered the 
proportion of the EngHfli to the French foot as 15 to 
16. Its real proportion, according to the accurate cal- 
culation of Sir George Schuckb'orough, is 15 to 16 and 
a fmall fraflion ; but the error in my calculation being 
not one toife iu a thoufaiid, in order to prevent confufion, 
1 have omitted the fraction. 

t Now Bifhop of Rochefter. Both thefe ' treatifcs are 
publifbed in the Philofophical Tranfa(flions for the year 

»774. 

He 
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He followed De Luc's methbd ; computed the 
heights of fcveral mountains, reciprocally, by 
barometrical and ' geometrical obfervations, and 
perceived that they almoft cxaftly comcided. 
Having found the elevation of the Mole above 
the lake of Geneva, he took from thence the 
geometrical altitude of Mont Blanc. During 
thecourfeof thefe experiments, he was enabled 
to correft fome trifling errors in De Luc's calcu- 
lations ; to improve his difcoveries ; and to faci- 
litate the means of taking elevations, by fimpli- 
fying the tables and rules, 

I am convinced, from the fituation of Mo7ii 
Blanc^ and its fuperior altitude above the fur- 
rounding mountains, that it exceeds the loftied 
point in Switzerland, which is, next to Mont 
Blanc^ the moft elevated ground in Europe, 
That it is higher than any part of Afia and 
Africa, isan aflertion which can only be proved 
by comparing the judicious calculations of mo- 
dem travellers with the exaggerated accounts of 
former writers; and by (hewing, that there is 
probably no mountain in thofe two quarters of 
the globe, whofe altitude furpafles 15,000 feet. 

Perhaps in no inftahce has the imagination of 

mah been more given to amplification, than in* 

afcertaining the heights of the globe. Gruncr, 

m' his defcription of the Swifc glaciers, :has 

B 4 men- 
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nenlioned the elevatlom of fome remarkable 
mountains^ agreeably to the cakulatioms of fevc- 
tal ianKHis geographers and traveU^s, both 
andeat and modern* 

T^fet. £»g. Feet. 



According to Strabo> the higheft 






mountaiA of the ancient world 






was about — . — 


3.4'* 


11,830 


According to Riccidi — — 


58,216 


S72#3«» 


According to F^er Kircheri who 




. 


took the elevations of mountsums 






by the uncertain method of mea* 






furing their fhadows 






-ffiltnais — — 


4,000 


ts',600 


ThePeakof TeneFHT ^ 


10,CXX) 


4f,ooo 


Mbunt Athos — — 


2O,0PP 


izSfOO^ 


Larifla in Hgypt — ~ 


28)OOQ 


179,200 



!Put thefe calculations are evidently fo extrav^* 
gant, that their exaggeration muft ftrike^ th^ moft 
common obferver. If we confuk more modem 
and rational accounts, it appears, that the Peak 
of Teneriff and ^tna have been frequently 
fuppofed the higheft points of t\i^ globe. Tene* 
riff is eftimated by fome natural philofophers, to 
be 3,000 toifes, or .19,200 feet above the level 
of the fea ; but, according to Feuillc, thi^ ele* 
Wtion is reduced to 2,070 toifes, or 139^4^. 
£eet ; whereas ^tna, by th^ accurate cpqiput^P 

tions 
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M^nt Nam. 9 

tions of Sauflure^ rifes oaiy* iSy^ toifes, or 
10,7004 &et above the iei. Hencis it appear^ 
that there s^ve no mountains, e:(oept tbofe ia 
America, (the eleva^n u^hereof, accordhig t« 
CondamiDe^ fui^lles 3000 toi(^, of 19^^00 
feet,) wfafcb are equal to the ahitude of Mont 
Blanc? 

♦ Acoarding to Sir George Schuctborothgli, 167* 
toifes* or ?0f<^4 feec ; who ibjrsy *^ I have Teatiired t0i 
*^ compute the I^ighit o( tlus celebrated moupiaio. froi^ 
** my own tables, though from an obfervation of Mr» 
*' De SauiTure in X773, which that gentleman obligjnglj 
** communicated to me. It will ferye to fiiow that this 
•* \FolGano is by no means the highcft mountain of the 
'^ oU world; and that Vefuvitts, placed^ opon. Mouftt 
** JBltaa, would not be equal to the.he/^ht of Mont 
'' Biancy which I take to be the moil eleyated point of 
** Europe, Afia, and Africa." 

I am happy to find my conjectures corroborated by tha^ 

ingenious and accurate obferver. 

FeeL 

Height of iEtna, according to Sir George io*954 

Of Vefuvius, according to SauiTure ' — 3,900 

Of both together — — — H>854 

Height of Mont Blanc, according to Sir 

George — — — 15,662 

Difference,-: or the height of Mont Blanc 

above that of ^tna and Vefuvius united 808 

Por ftill further information on this curious fubjecfl, the 

reader is referred to M. Trembley's Jnalyfe i* Expertenc€t 

Jur la Mefure des Hautures^ in Sauffure*s Voyages dans ks 

^jWj vol* ii« p. 6i6> 

In 
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In order^ however^ to determine with abfolute 
.certainty that Mont Blanc is the higheft point of 
the old world, it would be ncsceflary to eftimate, 
by the fame mode of m^uration, Mont Blanc, 
the Schreckhom, the Peak of Teneriff, the moun- 
tains of the Moon in Africa, the Taurus^ and the 
Caucafus. 

The chain of the Caucafus has long been 
deemed the higheft mountains of Afia ; and fome 
phiiofopbers^ upon confidering ^the great fupe- 
riority of the eaftem rivers over the European, 
both in depth and breadth, have drawn a pre- 
fumptive argument, that the Afiatic fountains 
are much more lofty than thofe of Europe. But 
conjeflures are now banifhed from natural philo- 
ibphy ; and, until it (hall be proved from un- 
doubted calculations, that the higheft part of the 
Caucafus rifes more than 1 5,000 fe^t above the 
level of the fea, Mont Blanc may be fairly con- 
fidered as more elevated. 
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LETTER 37. 

Glacier of Boff'on-—Montanvert-^Exp€C^tim acnft 
the Valley of Ice. 

A UGUST 23d, we mounted by the fide of 
the glacier of Bofibn, to les Muraiiles de 
glace^ fo called from their refemblance to walU : 
they form large ranges of ice of prodigious thick<> 
nefs and folidity, rifing abruptly, and parallel 
to each other *. Some of thefe ranges appeared 
about a hundred and fifty feet high ; but, if 
we may believe bur guides, they are four hun* 
dred feet above their real bafe. Near them 
were pyramids and cones of ice of all forms and 
ijLzes, fhooting to a very confiderable hei^ht^ 
in the moft beautiful and fantafUc ihapes. From 
this glacier, which we croifed without much 
difficulty, we enjoyed a fine view of the vale o* 
Chamouny. 

The 24th. We had propofed fallying forth 
this morning very early, in order to vifit the val- 
ley of ice, in the glacier of Montanvert, and to 
penetrate as far as the time would admit ; but the 

• la X 785, thcfe muraiiles de glace no longer cxiftcd. 

weather 
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weather proving cloudy, and likely to rain, we 
deferred our departure till nine. Having pro* 
cured three guides, .we ifcended on horfeback 
about three miles j we were then obliged to dif- 
jQQ^t, and fcrambled upt a fteep and rugged 
path, called " the road of the cryfial-hunters.** 
From the fummit of the Montanvert we de- 
fcended to the edge of tbe. glacier, and made a 
i^efbing loeal upoa&toae cold proYirion which 
IH^ brought with m* . A large block of gr^e^ 
calfed " La pkrrr des Anglm^^ fci vcd for a 
table; and near us was a hovel*, where thofe^ 
)yho m^e expcdbidns towards Mont filanc, fre^ 
qu^ly pafs the tiight4 The fcene around us 
WBS magnificent and fisblime ; numberleis rocks 
ri&ng boldly above th^xtouds, fome of whofe tops 
were bare, others covered with fnow ; m»ny of 
iheie peaks, graduaUy diminifbing towards their 
fummits, ttA in Ibarp points, and are called 
Needles. Between thefe rocks, the valley of ic^ 
ftretches feveral leagues in length, and te nearly 
a mile broad, extending on one fide towards 
Mont BJanc, and, onihe other, towards the plain 
of Chainoiiny^ . > . . • 

• Since my firftexpedttioii, Mr. B!air» an Engiift gcn# 
tieman, has built a more commodious wooden hut» 
5vhkh, &om hiiQf is called Blair's Cabin* 

The 
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The names of the principal needles are. Ail 
gnilles de Midi, de Dra, de Bouchard, de Moine^ 
de Tacul, de Charmeanx; the five ^lacien^ 
t\vat (kTetc\v tov/ards the pl^n of Chamouny, and 
unite at the foot of Mont Blanc> kre catted 
Tacona, Boflbm^ Montanvert, Argentiere, and 
Tour. 

Having fufficiently refreflied ourfelves, we 
prepared for our adventure acrofs the ice. We 
had each of us a long pote fpiked with iron ) 
and, in order to fecure us from flipping, the 
guides fattened to our (hoes crampons^ or fmall 
bars of iron, provided with four fpikes. The 
difficulty of crofling thefe valleys of ice, arlfes 
from the immenfe chafms, which our guides 
alTured us, in fome places, are not leis than five 
hundred feet in depth. I can no otherwife 
convey to you an image of this body of ice, 
broken into irregular ridges and deep chafmsy 
than by comparing it to waves inilantaueoully 
frozen in the midft of a violent ftorm. 

We began our walk with great flownefs 
ind deliberation; but gradually gaining cou« 
tage and confidence, we foon found that 
We could fafely pafs along thofe places, wher^ 
xiie afcent and defcent were not very confider^ 
able, much fafter even than when walking at ther 
tate of our ^onunon pace: in other parts we 

leaped 
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leaped over the clefts, and Hid down the fteeper 
declivities. In one place, We were obliged to 
tread with peculiar caution. After walking fome 
paces fideways along a narrow ridge of ice, 
fcarcely three inches broad, we ftept acrofs a 
chafni into a little hollow, which the guides 
formed for our feet, and afcended by means 
of fmall holes made with thefpikes of our 
poles. This account appears^ terrible ; but we 
had not the lead apprehenfion of danger, as 
the guides were exceedingly careful, and took 
excellent precautions. One of our fervants had 
the courage to follow us without crampons^ or 
nails in his fhoes, which was certainly danger- 
ous, on account of the flipperinefs of the leather 
when wetted. 

We had now almoft reached the oppofite fide, 
when we were obliged to make a circuit of above 
a quarter of a mile, in order to get round a 
broad chafm. This will give you fome idea of 
the difficulty attending cxcurfions over fome of 
thefe glaciers: our guides informed us, that 
when they hunt chamois and marmots, thefe 
unavoidable circuits generally carry them fix 
or feven miles, when the dired diflance is 
fcarcely two. A ftorm threatening every mo- 
menr, we wer-e obliged to haften oflf th€ 
glacier ; . ft)r rain renders the ice exceedingly 
6 flipperyt 
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llippery, and in cafe of a fog, which generally 
accompanies a ftorm in tbefe upper regions, our 
fituadon would have been extremely dangerous* 
Indeed we had no time to lofc; for we had 
fcarcely quitted the ice before the tempeft began^ 
and ioon became very violent, attended with 
frequent flaihes of lightning, and loud peals of 
thundier, which being re-echoed within the 
hollows of the mountains, added greatly to the 
awful fublimity of the fcene. 

We crawled for a confiderable way upon our 
hands and feet along a fteep and bare rock, and 
down one of the mod difficult and rugged 
precipices I ever defcended in Switzerland ;, the 
thunder at the fame time roaring over us, and 
the rain pouring down like torrents. After 
much difficulty, but without the leafl; accident, 
we gained the valley of Chamouny, and returned 
to the inn, as wet as if we had been plunged 
into water, but perfedkly gratified with out 
expedition.* 



In my fecond excurfion to the valley of Cha- 
mouny in 1785, inftead of croffing the glacier, 
1 afcended^ in company with three Engliflunea 
atnd a Swifs gentleman, from Blaiii!s..Qa!ya^ 

abotu 
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about an hour and a hili^ over the bare and 
rugged rocks^ to a (Ummk under the Aiguille dex 
CAarmoXj near the fpot from vrhich a Genevan 
nnfoctunately fell and vfm dafiied to pieces. OA 
this fuitimit^ at the very edge of the fearful pre*, 
cipice w^hich overlooks the vale of Cbamounyj 
flood a colledion of ftobes» about three feet high^ 
called by the natives le ban hmfiie. We iaime«> 
diately niifed this heap to the height of fix feet^ 
and piled up another of the fame elevation, Which 
we ftyled, in the language of the country, k 
monument de quatre Anglois^^ in memory of the 
four * Engliihmen v^te amufed themfelves in 
forming it. 

I employed an hour in amending part of the 
Montanvert on botfeback, the fame time in 
walking up to Blair^s Cabin, an hour and a half 
to the mmument de quitte Angloify half aik hour 
in defcending to Blair's Cabin ( and three 
fiiarters of an hour in paffing from thence td 
Chamouny* 

I made this expedition in company with M* 
Exchaquet, a Stvils gentleman, native of Au" 
bonne, and dire£lor-general of the mmes of 

4 Mr* Wl)'ubread» the two Mr* Cliffords^ and xnjfelf* 
We were accompanied and afiifted by M. Exchaquet, a 
Swift gentleman> remarkable for his nuiterous expedi* 
liiM itfo-tk^ alps. 

Savoy, 
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Savoy. His repeated expeditions into thefe 
regions have enabled him to execute a model in 
relief of the valley of Chamouny, Mont Blanc, 
the circumjacent alps> and glaciers *« In order 
to render this model ftill more valuable to the 
naturaliil, he colleds fpecimens of the different 
{tones which compofe the mountains reprefented 
on the plan. He is now employed by the govern- 
ment of Bern, in conftrufting a model of the 
diftrid of Aigle. 

M. Exclxaquet has difcovered a more com- 
modious route, than that hitherto foljowed, to 
afcend the Buet and Mount Breven, which are 
defcribed by M. van Berchem, fecretary to the 
Sodety of Sciences at Laufanne, in his letter f 
to Mr. Wyttenbach of Bern, relating an expe- 
dition to the mines of Faucigny, and the glaciers 
which extend at the foot of Mont Blanc. In 
thefe letters the reader will find, befide much 
accurate and pidlurefque defcripdon, an account 
of feveral foilil and vegetable productions of the 
higher alps* 

* This plan has been finilhed, and a coloured print of 
it pubiiihed. 

f Excurfion dans les Mines de Haul Faucigny, 5cc. 
Lauianne, 1787. 

Vou U. Q 
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LETTER 33. 

. Excurfton towards the Summit of the CoUv^Hle, 

1 N my fubfequent expedition to the valley of 
^ Chamouny^ I propofed pufliiiig my courfe 
ftill further towards the glacier of Talefre, but 
particularly to the Couvercle, of which I had 
read a very curibus defcriptionr in Sauffure's 
work, tiut having bruifed my foot in afcend^ 
ing the- Moutanvert, 1 was prevented from exc^ 
cuting my purpofe. Yod wiU, however, have 
no reafon to regret my dHappointmrent> on 
receiving the following account of that *expe- 
ditioti, extrafted from notes coinmunic-atfed by 
"a friend. 

We quitted the Priory at fix in'tiie ihbintegv 
accompanied by Michael Paccard aftd Marte 
Coutet, two guides of Chamouny, tTaverfed thfe 
plain, and afcended the Montanvert through a 
'wood of pines. We had fine views of the gla- 
cier which give§ jife to the Arveron, and of the 
vale of Cham'ouny, chequered in a moll fingular 
manner with alternate rows of arable and pafture 
land. After continuing about an hour, we 

- -fitted 
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quitted our mules, proceeded on foot^ and in au 
bour wd a half reached Blair's Hut, on the top 
of the Montanvert, where we refted for a few 
nunutes. 

We then defcended to the glacier, coafted it 
bjT the path of the chryftal hunters, and in about 
half an hour came tofome difficult pafies called 
Lis Ponts^ or the Bridges, which run over a 
perpendicular rock, at the edge of a frightful 
precipice. Thefe paflages, though ftill difficult, 
were extremely dangerous, until, by order of 
Sauflure, the rock was in fome parts blown 
away with gunpowder, and fmall holes formed 
for the hands and feet. The firft bridge was 
about forty paces in length, and the two 
others fomewhat lefs difficult, of about ten 
paces each. In a quarter of an hour we arrived 
at a fountain which drops from the roof and 
fides of a natural grotto, the infide whereof 
is overgrown with large tufts of the Ranunculus 
"glacialis. Having walked about eight miles fince* 
our departure from Cbamouny, we fat down 
in this fequeftered grotto, and made our firft 
l-epaft. 

From hence we croffed Ibme fnow, the 
remains of the laft winter's Avalanche^ and im- 
mediately got upon the Moraine^ the term givexji 
to the denies and earth which the glaciers dif- 
C 2 gorge 
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gorge eti each fide, after having received thetn 
from the impending moimtains : they are very 
treacherous and difficult to walk upon. The 
ice upon which thefe ftones reft is harder than 
that of the reft of the glacier ; and the earth is 
hid in fuch regular, and equable heaps, as to 
give the appearance of art. As we looked from 
hence over the valley of ice, the paffage feemed 
imprafticable ; fo numerous and broad were the 
chafms which interfefted it in every direction, 
many bearing a tremendous appearance, and of 
an aftonifhing depth ^ but we foon found that it 
only required courage and a£Uvity. Inftead of 
crampons^ we had large naih in our (hoes, which 
more efFe£hially anfwered our purpofe, and our 
fpiked fticks were on this occafion particularly 
ferviceable. Having defcended upon the gla- 
cier, we found the ice foftened by a warm 
wind, which rendered it lels flippery than 
ufuaL We continued along it about a quarter 
of an hour, then regained and walked along the 
Moraine near half an hour. We now embarked 
upon the great valley of ice called Glacier des Boisy 
I own not without emotion to fee ourfelves upon 
this extraordinary defert, broken into frightful 
c}iafms> through the maze of which we were to 
pafs. It was curious to obferve the numerous 
little rills -produced by the colleftion of drops 

occafioned 
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eccafioned by the thawing of the iee <m the 
upper part of the glacier : thefe little rills hol> 
low out fome channels, and torrent-like preci* 
pitate tliemfelves into the chafms with a violent 
noife ; increafing the body of waters formed by 
the melting of the ulterior furface^ and findbg 
an outlet under the immenfe arch of ice in the 
valley of Chamouny, from which the Arveron 
rufhes. This ice-water was* agreeable tp the. 
folate, ^and extnemdy refrelBiing from its cook 
peft. 

The field of ice, which at firft fight feemed 
impervious to all but the chamois and marmot, 
and fcarcely prafticable even for the daring foot- 
ileps of man, is traverfed by flocks of flieep, 
driven to the fcanty pafturage which the oppofite 
rocks afford. The ihepherds ^le^ve th^sm in 
theiedefplate fpots, and yifit them at different 
intervals* We obferved their track over the 
ice^ and faw a flock returning; one fliep- 
herd preceded as a guide, and another fol- 
lowed the herd : we had the good fortune to 
preCerve a {heep which had ftrayed frgm the 
flock. 

As we were continuing par courfe, we were 

furprifed by a loud noife ; and, looking round, 

perceived a large fragment of rock which had 

C 3 detached 
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diifacA^d ilfelf frofti one of >bc higfteft neadtM : 
it bounded from prts^ipice to precipice vAtti great 
it^iditf, and, before it reached the bottcfoi^ was 
Kdwed alittoft entirely hito duft. Haiving 
l^ceeded abcittt an hour, \re were aftonMhed 
With a lAftW for more miagniftcent than imagin- 
Mibn can conceive: hith6rtx> the glaciers hfid 
fcarcely anfw^red my expeftati^ns, but new 
fef fofrpaflfed them. Na(f«e clad herfdf fli 
^R her t<»-rers. ^t^lyfe us was a vaUey of 
ice twenty miles in extent, bounded by a 
feft'cubr glacier of pure unbroken fiiow, csdled 
1^ acu, which kads dlreftly to the foot of Mont 
Blanc, and is furrdunded by large conic^ tdcks, 
terminating in (harp points like the turrets df an 
ancient fortification ; to the right rofe a range 
of magnificent peaks, thdr intervsils filled with 
glaciers; and &r above the reft, the majeftic 
fummit of Mont Blanc, hiis highefl point 
obfcured with clouds. He appeared of fuch 
immenfe magnitude, that at his prefence the 
•circumjacent mountains, however gigantic, 
feemed to fhfink before him, and " hide their 
diminijhed heads ^** In half an hour we 
arrived at the Moraine, which forms a boundary 
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of the vattey, cyoflfed k, 9#d prqccieded Up^ A 
body of i^e about three quarter^ of a B^iUfi 
broad« Her^ tUe ke was o^ote evea and freo 
frw^ c^iajms thaii in the great valley. . We tl^s^ 
ps^d a fecoqd JV^ >raine» and bey^^ tbiftC ;^ir 
otbfir njafa of ke ta a third Mor^^ie ; .descend* 
iog from thence, we came upon the l^ft ridge 
of ke, coi^iderai)ly broader tban* tJie twQ 
former, and full of large chafoks : it i^ fepa« 
rated from the lock only by a yery- narrow 
Moraine. Tbefe Moraines cootaia gcealt quan^ 
titles of chryftal. 

Here we turned a little to the rights and 
afccnded the valley of ice, the fcene every 
moment tncreafing in magnificence a|id horro^r* 
In a ihort time we arrived at the fopc of the 
Couyerde, having walked about fbc loile^ on 
the !€£• We now found it difHcult to qvit 
the ice ; ^aad the firfl part of the defcent was 
really perilous. One ilep wa3 ti\^y dreadful : 
a bulgiog rock entirely fmooih, and prefenting 
a precipice of very confiderable deplh, whkh 
was terminated by an immenfe chafm in the ice, 
ieemed to forbid our progrefs ; a fmall (boUowy 
however, in the mjddle ferved for one foot, and 
from thence we bounded over to the firm 
ground. Ope guide w»»t firft, and beld out 
his band on ihe oppofiie' iide> whilit the .other 
C 4 helped 
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helped and direAed us where to place our feer« 
We continued afcending' a path which now 
feemed without danger, though very narrow 
and fteep, and carried s^ng the ridge of pre* 
cipices. The fcenery around was indeed fo fubV 
lime as to banifli all ideas of fatigue and appre- 
henfion. Half an hour more brought us to the 
fide of a fountain, where we fat down to our 
dinner. We had how employed five hours and 
a half from Cbamouny, and notwithftanding all 
difB^ukies and necefiary halts, had walked fif^ 
teen miles, but none of us ^omplaii^ed of 
fat^ue. 

The clouds beginning to gather, warned us to 

haften to the top of the Couvercle. From that 

ftation we had the view of three ftupendous tal. 

Hes of ^e, the glacier of Talefre to the left, in 

front that of PEchaut, and the Tacu to the 

right'; all uniting in one great valley of ice called 

the Glacier des BtnSj which ftretched under our 

feet, and was furrounded and ornamented by the 

rugged needles. The de^ui filence, which 

reigned in « this place, viras only interrupted by 

the bounding of diftant chamois, ^nd the cries 

of alarm which the marmots gave to their tribes 

at our approach. 

Having refrelhed qurlelves, we proceeded to 
the top of tl|$ Couvercle^ a mod extraordinary 

rock 
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rock of granite, having the appearance of a large 
irregular multilateral building placed on z 
mountain; the afcent was laborious, but per- 
fectly fecure. Towards its foot we found a 
hottle containing the names of two Engliflimen 
who had reached that place about a fortnight 
before, and probably flattered themfelves that 
no ftranger would go beyond them. We wrote 
our names on the reverfe of the paper, and car- 
ried the bottle with us to the fummit of the 
Couvercle. Three quarters of an hour brought 
us to the point, and we reached a rock over- 
hanging a precipice which my eyes dared not 
jneafure. In this fituatioh we were furprifed 
with a thunder ftorm, which added great horror 
and magnificence to the fcene. We took (belter 
under an intipeQding rock, and liftened to the 
roaring of the ftorm with a mixed fenfation of 
fear and pleafure. Oh refiefting in this place 
that we were to meafure back the fame ground, 
and to undergo a repetition of the fame diifi-i 
culties, we were not exempted from alarm ; but 
recoUefling that it is the duty of man to encoun- 
ter fome dangers, in order to behold fuch glorious 
fcenesy we from that moment banilhed all appre* 
lienfions. 

Our view from the top of the Couvercle 
comprehended the fame fublime fcenes we 

had 
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vhad enjoyed from Us bafe, but conTsdcmbly 
heightened and enlarged^ the ftupendous ex- 
tent of ice appeared like a rugged expanfe of 
frozen fea, bounded by the moft gigantic rocks, 
and terminated by Mont Blanc^ the Atlas off 
the .globe. Although we were thus entirely 
cnclofed between ice and fnow, an4 barren 
crags^ where all vegetation might be fuppofcd 

. Xo ceafe 5 yet our eyes repcfed on a triangular 
rock, clothed with grafs and alpine plants, and 
starting vp like a fertile ifland in the midft of a 
delblate ocean. It is known by the njitae qf 
the Garden^ and exhibits a curious contraft to 
the furrouading drearinefs. 

During our expeditions into the AIps> we 
had frequently found occaiion to remark the 
peculiarly deep fliade of the blue colour* in 
the " pure Empyreal-^ ;'* and to-day we were 

* The depth of this blue colour is owing to ihi^ 
extreme purity and tranfparency of the air.- Sauflurp 
made feme curious experiments to afcertain tbo exa^ 
fliade of blue which forms the colour of the heavens in 
this elevated fpot. By means of flips of paper ftained 
•with different tints of blue, from the paled to the 
■darkeft, he formed a fca3e of 51 fliades, and foiled that 
the 39th was the colour of the heavens- Vol. iv» 

+ Milton, 

more 
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more particularly affefled with this circum- 
ftance. It conveyed a mofl: fublime idea of 
the infinity of fpace : the higher we afcended, 
the moie beautiful it feemed; and we were 
informed by a perfon accuftomed to alpine 
fceoes, that on confiderable elevations he 
had A-equeatly obferved the flar& at noon« 
day. 

Our defcent from thefe icy regions was 
no lefs fortunate than otir afcent ; we reached 
the Priory at feven in the afternoon, without 
the lead accident, and wrapt in aftoniOiment 
cm the recoUedion of fcenes» which furpafs 
the imagination, as much as they defy defcrip- 
tioxu 

I am, &c« 
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Various attempts to reach the fummit of Mont 
Blanc — Succefsful Expedition of James Balma 
and Dr. Paccard—Of Sauffiire — His phjftcat 
Qbfervations* 

TTARIOtJS attempts having beea made to 
^ reach, the fummit of Mont Blanc, as well 
by the guides of Chamouny, as by Meflieurs de 
Sauflure and Bourrit ; ?l chronological apcount 
of the principal expeditions, which have at 
length terminated fuccefsfuUy, will not, perhaps, 
be uninterefting. 

. The firft was made by M. Couteran and 
three guides of Chamouny, Michael Paccard, 
Viftor Tiffay, and Marie Coutet. On 
the thirteenth of July 1776, they fet off 
from the Priory about eleven in the evening ; 
paffed between the glaciers of Boffon and 
Taconaj and after employing above fourteen 
hours in mounting rugged and dangerous 
afcents, in croffing feveral vallies of ice, JUid 
large plains of fnow, found themfelves on the 
top next to Mont Blanc. At firft fight, it 

appeared 
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appeared fcarcely a league didant; but they 
loon difcovered that the clearnefs of the air, 
the extraordinary vhitenefs of the fhow, and 
its great height, made it feem nearer than it was 
in reality j and they percdved with regret, that 
it would require at leaft four hours more to 
reach the fummit, even fuppoiing it prafticablOi 
But as the day was far advanced, and the 
vapours towards the fummit of Mont Blanc 
began to gather into clouds, they were obliged 
to reUnquiih their enterprize* As they were 
returning in great hafte, one of the party 
flipped in attempting to leap over a cbafm of 
ice. He held in bis hand a long pole, fpiked 
with iron, which be had ^ruck into the ice ; 
and upon this he hung dreadfully fufpended for 
a few moments, until he was releafed by bis 
companions. The danger he had jull efcaped^ 
made fuch an impreflioQ upon him, that he 
fainted, and continued for fome time in that 
fituation : he was at length brought to himfelf, 
and, though confiderably bruifed, fufficiently 
recovered to continue his journey. They 
arrived at Chamouny about eight in the even- 
ing, after a journey of two and twenty hours : 
as fome fort of recompence for fo much fatigue, 
they enjoyed the fatisfa^ion, at lead, of having 

approached 
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jipproacbed nearer to Mont Blanc than any 
former adventurers. 

According to Sir George Schuckborougb, the 
fommit which tbey attained is more than 
13,000 feet above the Mediterranean. Thefe 
perfons, however, did not take the neceflary 
precautions for fo perilous an enterprise j for 
the expedition was not only extremely hazard- 
bus, but alfo far too fatiguing and difficult 
to be accomplifted within twenty-four hours. 
The failure of this expedition feemed for fome 
time to reprefs all future attempts, until the 
indefatigable Bourrit infufed a new fpirit 
into the inhabitants of Chamouny. After reite- 
rated though unfuccefsful attempts, on the nth 
(rf September 1784, Bourrit, accompanied by 
fix guides, departed from Bionafay, and was 
fcalingy as he exprefles himfelf, the rampart of 
Mont Blanc, when he fuddenly found hhnfelf 
fo extremely affeded by the intenfe cold, that 
he was unable to proceed. 

Marie Coutet and Francis Guidet, two of the 
guides who attended him in this expedition^ 
preceded their company, and afcended to the 
Dome, of Goute, which is about 9400 feet in 
a horizontal diredion from the fummit. 
Marie* Goutet informed me, that they pafled 

the 
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the Middle Dome, and walked along the ridg<t 
between that dome and the fummit as far at 
feme high rocks, which appear from the vale 
of Chamouny like fmall points riling out of the 
fnow ; but night approaching, obliged them to 
return* 

On the 4th of September 1785, Marie Coutet 
aiKl James Balma reached a place under a 
rock at a confiderable eleVation, where they 
{safied the night. Setting off before fun-rife, 
they found tbemfelves about fcven on the 
I>ome cf Golit^, and were proceeding towards 
the fommit, with a fair profped of fuccefs, 
^hen a vblent ftorm of hail, accompanied with 
ti toong wind^ eompelled them to return. 

On fhe 13th of September, Mcffieurs de 
Sauflure and JSourrit, attended by twelve guides 
wdl provided with barometers, thermometers, 
and other inftrumenis, for the purpofe of 
making the itecel&rj obfervations, departed 
Erom fiionafay, aiid arrived at a hut, which 
they had ordered to be conftrufted at Pierre 
Rmie 7808 feet above the level of the fea. 
Hefe they f^flfed the night, and early the next 
morning reached the Dome of Goute without 
the kafl: acddent, alid without much difEcuky ; 
wtere they were flopped by a frefl) fall of fnow, 
ibio which fhey f^mk fo deep, that all farther 
6 progrefs 
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progre(§ Tvas impra£licable« Sauffure informs 
US) that the mercury in the barometer funk 
eighteen inches and a half, and that he reached 
an elevation of 1290 toifes, or 8256 Englilh 
feet. 

At length, in July 1786, fix guides of Cha- 
mouny having failed in another attempt, James 
Balma, one of the party, being overtaken by 
darknefs, as he wa& rambling upon the ice» 
miffed his way, and pafTed the night in a fpot 
above the Dome of Goute, elevated more than 
12,000 feet above the level of the fea. His 
youth, and the ftrength of his conftitutioij, 
having preferved him from the effeds of the 
nocturnal cold in fo fevere an atmofphere, at 
the approach of morn he reconnoitred tbe.iitua- 
tion, and obferved a part which appeared more 
caiy of accefs than any hitherto attempted. On 
his arrival at Chamouny he was feized with 
a very fevere indifpolition, the effeO: of extreme 
fatigue, and of the intenfe cold. Being attended 
by doftor Paccard, a phyfician of the phtce,. 
James Balma communicated his obfervatkms ; 
and, in gratitude for his attendance, offered to 
condufl him to the fummit of Mont Blanc. 

On the 7th of Auguft thefe two daring ad^ 
venturers fallied from Chamouny upon this 
memorable expedition^ and reached before dark 

the 
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^he mountain of La C6tey which overhangs the 
Upper part of the glacier of Boffon. Here they 
continued during the night ; and at three in the 
morning purfued their route over the ice, 
afcended the Dome of tJouife, paffed under the 
Middle Dome, and at the lad pyramid of rock 
turned to the eaft, and continued along the 
ridge, which is feen from Geneva, and lies on 
the left of the fummit. Here they firfl began 
to experience fuch intenfe cold, and fuch ex- 
treme fatigue, that Dr. Paccard was almoft 
induced to relinquifii the enterprize : being, 
however, encouraged by James Balma, more 
accuftomed to fuch dangerous expeditions, he 
followed his companion. The wind was fo 
violent and piercing, that in order to avoid its 
blowing in their faces, they were obliged to 
walk fideways for a confiderable time. About 
fix in the afternoon, they at length attsuned the 
fummit of Mont Blanc, and flood triumph- 
antly on a fpot of ground, which no one had 
reached before, and at the elevation of c 5,662 
feet above the fea, which is undoubtedly the 
higheft point in the ^ ancient world. They 
remained on the fummit no more than half an 
hour, the cold being fo intenfe, that the provi- 
fion was frozen in their pockets, the ink con- 
gealed in their inkhorns, and the mercury in 
Vol. IL D Fahrenheit's 
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Fatrenlicit*s thermometer lunk to iSf degfceia 
!p6ft6r Paccard had jutt tiriie to oBferve the 
ftate of the barometer, which he has not cdxh- 
miihicated to the public. 

They employed fifteen hours m afcchdirigj 
and though thfey agaiA^reached the mountain 
of La Cote in five hours, found great dilli- 
culty in defcending, their fight being debilitated 
by the refleiion from the fhow. They arrived 
at La C6te about midnight, after twenty hours 
unremitted fatigue. Having repofed tdiemlelves 
\^o hours, they again fallied forth, and returned 
to Chamouhy at eight in the ihomih^. 'thieiir 
faces were ekcoriated, and their lips exceedmj^iy 
^veiled ; Dr. Paccard was almoft blind, ahd hfs 
eyes continued to be affefted for a conficteribre 
time. 

We cannot expeft any accurate experimth't's 
from thefe two perfons, to whom the gloi-y (X 
firft afcending the fummit of Mont BlaAc i^ 
undoubtedly due. But they prepared the way 
for the obfervations and difcoveries of future 
naturalifts, and particularly of SaufTuire, whofe 
indefatigable zeal did not permit him to reft, 
until he had reached the top of Mont Blanc, 
and made thofe experiments which cannot fail 
greatly to elucidate the theory of the atmo- 
fphcre. 

that 
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Tlftt abls n?tjii^lift ftt put pfi this ffjcpefsftij 
tjcpedition^ from the Vjilley qf Champ^oy, qij f bif 
*3^b sf Auguft 1787. Ife V5JS accojnp?inie4 by 
eighteen guides, vrho (carrv^d a tent^ matraflef, 
all neceffary accpipmo(|a{ions, and inftrumeatf 
of experimenfzl pljilofopby. They paifed the 
%ft ?Hght pn the tf^ of th^e mojijntajn pf La C6te^ 
in a hut pr^yiot;fly fonftruded &r that purppfey 
At four o'clock in the following ^emoon tbey 
reached fn elevation of 9312 ^et above the 
Priory^ or i^976;i above the level of the fea. 
Here they .ei^camped^ and formed an excavaf iofi 
IB the,congejiled fnow, which they cpvered witlf 
ft tent. In this icy habitatioxi, inftead of fuffer* 
ing from the cold^ Sauflure felt fuch a fufl[b.catii3ig 
lieat^ from the clofenefs of the ten^^ aiiid the 
Biamber pf perfons crowded in a fmall compa&^ 
that he was frequently obliged to go into tl^ 
<)peu air in order tp breathe. 

TIjie jpext n^orning the whole company de^ 
{parted at feven, and found the afcent in fome 
places fo fteep, that the guides were oblige^ 
to hew out fteps with a hatchet. Ac eleven 
they reached the fummit of Mont Blanc, ^ere 
,they continued four hours and a half, during 
^bich time Saufiure enjoyed, with rapture and 
oftonifhment, a view the mod extenfive as well 
O 2 as 
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as the moft rugged and fublime in nature ; and 
made thofe obfervations which render this 
expedition no longer a matter of mere cutiofity. 
You will perhaps not be difpleafed with the 
following particulars felefted from a complete 
and ample detail of thofe obfervations commu- 
nicated to the public by SaufTure in the fourth 
volume of his Voyages dans les Alpes *. 

He did not find the cold fo extremely piercing 
as Dr, Paccard and James Balma. By com- 
paring his experiments on Mont Blanc with 
thofe made at the fame time by M. Senebier at 
Geneva, he was enabled to give the following 
obfervations. Reaumur's thermometer flood 
in the fhade at 2tV below freezing point, or ay 
of Fahrenheit ; at Geneva, at 22. 6, or 82 of 
Fahrenheit, which gives a difference of near 25 
degrees of Reaumur, or 45 of Fahrenheit, be- 
tween the ftate of the atmofphere at both 
places. De Luc's barometer fell to i6.0r44-?> 
and as it ftood at Geneva at 27. 2\-sl4y it gives 
a difference of 11. 2, without regarding the 



« 



A tranflation of this account, by the R-^v. Mr. Mar- 
tyr), profciTor of botany iathe univerfity of Cambridge^ 
printed by Kearfley, forms an Appen4yt Jo hjs Sketch 
of a Tour through Switzerland, which I would recom- 
mend to the traveller. 

fradion. 
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fra^on. On eftimating the height of Mont 
filanc from barometrical experiments, he found 
it almoft: exadly correfpond with that given by 
Sir George Schuckborough, or 15,662 EngliO^ 
het above the level of the fea, which refleds 
high honour on the accuracy of the Engliih 
obferver. 

By experiments with the hygrometer, the air 
on the top of Mont Blanc contained fix timet 
lefs humidity than that of Geneva ; and to this 
extreme drynefs of the atmofphere he imputes 
the burning third which he and bis companions 
experienced. It requires half an hour to boil 
water on the top of Mont Blanc, fifteen or fix« 
teen minutes are fufficient at Geneva, and four- 
teen or fifteen by the fea-fide. By experiments 
on the eledrometer, the balls diverged only 
three lines ; the eledricity was pofitive. On 
the fummit he noticed two butterflies on the 
wing; obferved, at the elevation of 11,392 
feet above the fea, the Silene AcauUs, or mofs 
campion, in flower; and ftill higher, on the 
mofl: elevated rocks, the Lichen Sulphureus ^Xid 
Lichen Rupejiris of Hoffman. The fummits 
of Mont Blanc, he adds, and the adjacent 
mountains, are compofed of granite; and 
next to Mont Blanc, the Schreckhorn and 
D 3 Mount 
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Mount koia* in iHedinohi, appeared ftft taok 
eleviled pbihte. 

Sauflare, aS Well as maAy 6f his paVty, found 
'thdsifelveseitVemely atfefte'd by the rttefiCfidht 

vi 

* SaufTure afterwards xneafured the height of 1^6iit 
Hofaji and found its elevation lubove the fea 2450 tOifes^ 
which is only 50 French toifes or 320 feet lower than 
Mont Blanc. Voyages dans les Alpes, torn. iv. p. '349. 

t "SeitieJpierfons hare attribcfted the difficulty of refpir- 
atida to fatigue, and not to the rarefa^on -of the air ; 
but SaufTure has fully difproved this opinion. The whole 
paffage is (0 curious, that I will infeirt the bfiginal 
*tvtird^. 

<* Mais de tons nos Org^nes,'celtti qui eft ie -plus afFe{te 
par la rarete de I'air, c'eft celui de la refpiration. On 
fait que pour cntretenir la vie, fur tout celle des animaux 
a fang chaud, il faut qu'une quantitc determiriee d*air 
'traverfe IfeUrs poumons dans un terns donri€. Si doiic 
Pair qu'ils re/pirent'eft le double plus rare, il faudra que 
ietirs infpirations 'foient le double plus ffequenteSj^ afin 
que la raret6 foit compeni^e par le volume. C'eft cctte 
acceleration forc6c de la refpiration qui eft la caufe de la 
fatigue et des angoi/Tes que l*6n eprouve k ces gnindcs 
hauteurs. Car en meme cems que lu refpiration s'acc6- 
lere, la cli'culation s'accilere aufli. . Je m'en^ fuis' fou vent 
dpperfu furde hautes cimes, mais je vouldis en fiiire une 
cpreuve exadle fur le Mont Blanc; et pour que Pacc^le- 
ration du mouvement du voyage no put pas fe confondre 
avec celle de la rarete' de Tair, je ne'fis'mon cpreuve 

qu'aprcs 
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of the air ; and at two began returning. They 

defcended a little lower than the place in which 

they paffedthe preceding night, arrived the next 

xaonung at the valley of ,Chaaiquny without the 

l^^ accident, and as they had taken the precau- 

don to wear veils of crape> t;heir faces j^ere fkol 

excoriated, nor their figbt ^debilitated. 

On the eighth of Auguft, a few days after 
Sauffure's expedition^ Mr. Beaufoy, ai^i £ng^ih 
gentleman, Jfugceeded in a fimilar attempt, 
though it was attended with greater .difficulty, 
arifing from the enlargement of the chafrns'jn 
the ice. An account ,of .this expedition ^was 
read .before the Royal Society on the 13th of 
December 1787, and will probably be commu* 
nicated to the public. 



qu'apres que nous fumes reftcs tranquillesy ou a pea pres 
tranquilles pendant 4 heurs fur la cime de Ja^montagne. 
Alors 'le.poulsde Pierre Balpi^t fc tro.u.v^,bat^re 98'pttl- 
iatioDS par minute; celvji deTctu, mon dpj^eft^uc, ii^^ 
et ie mien lOo. A Chamouni, ^^alement a^r^s le. repos, 
Ics m^xpes, dans le m^me ordre, battirent 49. 60. 72. 
Nous etions done tons }a dans un etat ide fievre qui 
ezplique, et la foif qui nous, tourm^tipit, , ct xAtxt aYV* 
fion pourle vin, pour les liqueurs fortes, etmtoe^our 
tout efpece d'aliment. II n'y avoit que i'eau £falchc /^ui 
fit du bicn et du plaifir.'* Tom. iv. p. 297, 

D4 
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Conjeihires on the Formation and State of the 
Glaciers* 

"^rO fubjeft in natural hiftory is more curious 
than the origin of thefe glaciers, extending 
into fields of com and paflure, and lying, without 
being melted, in a fituation where the fun is 
fufUciently powerful to bring vegetation to matu- 
rity : for it is almoft literally true, that with one 
hand I could touch ice, and the other ripe corn. 
As in my firft expedition to the alps my (lay was 
exceedingly fhort, I declined entering upon a 
fubjeft too important to be fuperficially treated, 
and only threw together a few hafty remarks, 
which occurred to me on the fpot. But I find 
that thefe remarks, however hafly and fuper- 
ficial, ferved to excite your curiofity, and have 
induced you to inquire, " Which is the mojl 
rational fjjiem concerning the formation of the 
glaciers ? Are they in ajiate of augmentation or 
diminution; or .do they remain within the fame 
limits r 

Although 
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Although in fubfequent journeys to the 2lp% 
I made this fubjedl a particular objeft of refearcb, 
and although I attentively perufed the prin- 
cipal fyftems concerning the formation of gla- 
derSf yet I do not, without great diffidence,, 
prefume to reply to your very difficult quet 
tions* 

The theory of Gruner, confirmed and amended 
by that able naturalift Sauflure, appears the 
moft fimple and rational ; and I do not know 
how I can better fatisfy your curiofity, than by 
forming an extraft from his much efleemed 
work*, interfperfing it with a few additional 
remarks drawn from my own particular obfenr- 
ations. 

If a perfon could be conveyed to fuch an 
elevation as to embrace at one view the alps of 
Switzerland, Savoy, and Dauphine, he would 
behold a vaft chaos of mountains, interfedled by 
pumerous vallies, and compofed of many parallel 
chains, the highefl occupying the centre, and 
the others gradually diminilhing in proportion to 
their di (lance. 

The moft elevated, or central chain, would 
appear briftled with pointed rocks, and covered, 
even in fummer, with ice and fnow, in all parts 



Voyages dcs Alpcs, v. i. c. 7. 
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irateKtd by :mwy dkvev^^ fo poA^^fitlng d^ 
.«iD}o& nith gi:eater attentioo» h€ w^uM rej9fMtfa:» 
•tte the csnti;^ iabab is con^^4 ipf fitsy^^ 
peaks and diverging ridges, whofe fuminltpiiie 
oomcTpiJead .wit& fnow ; tliat ibie tdecUvi^^s (Of th« 
ipeaks^nd iridgfis, .^s^eptiog t^tofe pc^ts thi^t jtse 
«wtteiwly fl»ep, .a«e covered twith fQpw an^ -w, 
;3ivd ikat tfh^ riat^rowiiate .d«p^h3 and fpa^:;^^ 
;i>eiw«eiii ai^ £11^ wxtb ammenfe fields .of .ice» 
Ifirminaiing tin thoi^ cultivftted vaUies .¥;hic;h 
|>o7d6r .Uie:grfiat qh^in* 

The branches moft contiguons to the c^ptrat 
,diain .^irould prefent the fame phonornQna, only 
in.a.leflfer.degreet At greater diftancea no ice 
.wpttld.bc obferYCid, and Jcatc^^y.any fno^, b^t 
ji^wn foroe of the .mad elevated fwmmit^ji ,^ 
.the oiountains dimini(hing:in height and rugged, 
.nefs, would appear .covered with h^fbage, and 
^radual^y.iinkrinto r bills .and iplainst 

In this general furvey, the glad^ts l^n^y .I>^ 
(iiYided.into two, forts.; the firft .occupying the 
ileep xallies fxtjaated .in : the ibofom 'of the .a|p5, 
^and iexnMBd,b,y the .natives ValU^s 4e Cla<e^ ..but 
which I (Iiall diftinguifh by the name of Lower 
Glaciers ; the fecoad, -which clothe ^he fummita 

and 
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ttnd fides if tbe momimiis^ i fliaU caSLS^fftt 

I. The lower CHaoi^s are by f«r the moft 
xronfidevable la esfteift and depth, SM&e ihietdl 
feveral ieagde^ ; tfciat of de< Bois in puiticular is 
more than fiftedh m^ I<«Bg, and abo'ee '(bttetl) 
its (gi^eateft breadth. 

ITie LbKter Glaciers do not, as fe genera&jr 
ifivagteed, ^ottimuiiicate 'with each other ; «ml 
tut few of rhem are parallel to the central dhain: 
tltey tffoftly Wretch in a tranfverfe direaion, arc 
ixfrd^red ait the higher extremity by macccffiblc 
tocfcs, andon the other extend into the cultivated 
vallies. The thicknefs of the ice varies in differ- 
ent parts* Sauffure found its general depth m 
the glacier des Bois -from eighty to a hundred 
feet; but queftions^not theinformation of thofe 
yfho aflfert, th^t in fome places hs thickne& 
exceeds even fix hundred feet, 

Thefe immenfe fields of ice ufually teft on an 
inclined plane ; being ^)u(hed forwards by 'the 
preffure of their own weight, and but weakly 
fuppOrted by the rugged rocks beneath, are 
interieAed by large tranfverfe chafms, and pre- 
fent the appearance of walls, pyramids, and 
other fantaftic 'fliapes, obferved at all heights 
and xvL ail fituations, wherever the declivity 

exceeds 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 LETTER 40. 

exceeds thirty or forty degrees. But in thofe 
parts, where the plane on which they reft 
h horizontal, or gently inclined, the furface 
of the ice is nearly uniform ; the chafms ave 
but few and narrow, and rhe traveller crofles 
pa foot, without much difficulty. 

The furface of the ice is not fo flippery as 
%hd^ of frozen ponds or rivers : it is rough and 
gr^mulated, and only dangerous to the paifenger 
in. ileep defcents. It is not tranfparent, is 
extremely porous and full of fmali bubbles, 
which feldom exceed the fize of q. pea, and 
confequentFy \s not fp compad as common 
ice : its pcrfeft refemblance to the congelation 
©f fiiow impregnated with water, in opacity, 
TonghRe&, and in the number and fmallnefs of 
the air-bubbles, led Sauflure to conceive the 
IbllbwiBg iknple and natural theory concerning 
the formation of the glaciers. 

An immenfe quantity of fnow continually 
acciamulates in the elevated vallies fnclofed 
within the alps, as well from that which falls 
from the clouds during nine months in the 
year, as from the maifes inceflantly rolling from 
the fteep fides of the circumjacent mountams. 
Part of this fnow, not diifolved during fummer, 
impregnated with rain and fnowr water, is frozen 
S during 
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daring winteri and forms that opaque and 
porous ice of which the Lower Glaciers are 
compofed. 

2. The Upper Glaciers may be fubdivided 
into thofe which cover the fummits, and thoib 
which extend along the fides of the alps. 

Thofe which cover the fummits owe their 
origin to the fnow that falls at all feafons of 
the year, and which remains nearly in its ori- 
ginal (late, being congealed into a hard fub- 
ftance, and not converted into ice. For al- 
though, according to the opinion of feme 
philofophers, the fummit of Mont Blanc, and 
of other elevated mountains, is, from the glil^ 
tening of the furface, covered with pure ice^ 
yet both theory and experience prove it to be 
fnow. For in fo 'elevated and cold a region, a 
fufficient quantity of fnow cannot be melted to 
impregnate with water the whole mafs, which 
remains undiflTolved. Experience alfo juftifies 
this reafoning, Sauffure found the top of 
Mont Blanc only encrufted with ice, which, 
though of a firm confiftence, was yet penetrable 
with a ftick ; and on the declivities of the fum- 
mit he difcovered, beneath the furface, a foft 
fnow without cohefion. 

The fubftance which clothes the fides of the 
alps ijs neither pure fnow like that of the fum- 

WJUf 
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tnksy n<^ ice which forms the Lower Gi^*et9^ 
but an aflemblage of both* It contains left 
(how than the fummits^ becaiife the fummcr 
beat has mote ppwer to diflblve it, 2^d bec^^fe 
the liquefied fiaow defcending from above, th^ 
mafs abibrbs a larger quantity of w^^ter. It 
coQi:^n8 more fnow than the l^ower Qla^ 
ders^ becatife the diCdiutioii of the fnow 
is comparatively lefi, Henge the ice is evefi, 
more porout, opaque, lisfs cof|ipa£i: thaiji tt^t 
of the Lower Olaciers, and of fo doubtful' 
a teitfure afl readers it, in many parts, difficult 
to decide* whether it may be called ice or ftozefn 
Ihow. 

In a word) there is a regular gradation ffptix 
the ftiow ou the furojnits to the ice of the JLpwef 
Glaciers, fomied by the intcrmediaie mi?;twe 
wliich becomes more compact and lefs pprpps 
la proportion as it approaches • the Lower 
Gkders, mitil it unites and affimiljates with 
tfaem. And it is evident, that the greater of 
* leiTer degree of denfity is derived from the 
greater or leffer quantity of water, with which 
the mafs is impregnated. 

In regard to your fecond queftion, *' Whether 
the glaciers are in a Jlate af increafe or cHminu^ 
Uoriy* though I declined on a former occafxon 
entering minutely up6nafubjeft, which req^ir^4 
accurate refearch and experimental inveftigation, 

yet 
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yrt 1 Veftttired to thSike otte tcmarkj-wfeicli 
k^mtd to prDVe the odcafi^al tiicr^fo uA 
tfmiihtifloti of ch^ glflci^r^$ cciHr^y td the opl^ 
^ti of fomd 'phllbTopba^^, ^»hd affert^ tb&t they 
t^tiMiii always the fame^ and <)f ^thtrs, that 
tlWy ai^ toiitihtially iruireafing* 

The bdtdets of the glacitr of Montattttrt 
ate ihoftly fltirted with trcei : towards its bafe 
ii vdft atch bf ice rifes near a hundred feet m 
h^ht, iindet which the Arveron ru(hel iti a 
tiiTge body of w^teh As we approached the 
tee, ^e paffed through a wood of firs : thofe 
trees which ftand at a little diftance fr^wtn tbt 
arch are about eighty feet high> attd tindottbt- 
^ly df a vety great lige. Between thefe and 
\he glafcier, the trees are of a later growth, as 
fe *videht from their texture and inferior fi«» 
Olhers, ftiU fm^aller, have been overturaed anii 
enveloped by the ice : there feems to be a kind 
t>f regular gradation in the age of thefe frees, 
from the largeft which are (landing to the fdaalkft 
that lie proftrate. 

Thefe fa£ts juftly l^ad to the following ton- 
cldiions : the glacier once extended as far as the 
tow of 'tall firs ; upon its gradual diffolutiofi, a 
nutnber of trees (hot up in the very fpots which 
it formerly occupied ; fince that period, the ice 
has again advanced, and has overturned the trees 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



4$ LETTER 46. 

of later growth, before they had attained any 
confiderable height. Large (lones of granite are 
ufually found at a fmali diftance from the extre>- 
mities of the glacier : they have certamly fallen 
from the mountains upon the ice, have been 
carried on in its progrefs, . and left on the 
plain upon the dilfolution or fmking of the 
ice which fupported them. Thefe ftones, which 
the inhabitants call Moraine^ form a kind of 
border towards the foot of the valley of ice^ 
have been puflied forward by the advance of the 
glacier, and extend even to the place occupied 
by the larger pines. 

As feveral writers upon Switzerland have, in 
contradiftion to thefe fafts, endeavoured to 
prove, that the fnow and ice are continually 
accumulating in the alps, I ihall add a few 
remarks, that may tend to confirm the contrary 
opinion. 

In 1785 the Inferior Glacier of Grindelwald 
was diminifhed at lead four hundred yards fince 
1776 ; in the valley of Chamounj, the Mur allies 
de GlacCy which I defcribed as forming the 
border of the glacier of Boffon, no longer 
exifted, and young trees had (hot up in the 
parts which were then covered by the glacier of 
Montanvert. 

The 
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• The advocates for the increafetif the glaciers^ 
admit thefe fads^ . yet deny that any judgment 
can be formed conceniing the ftate of the more 
elevated regions, from what pafles in the valUw, 
where the fun has power to bring the fruits 
of the earth to maturity. It appears, they 
afierty both from' theory and h€ty that more 
ihow fallsy and more . ice is annually formed in 
the alps than can be annually diflblved. To 
judge from theory ; they argue, that the cold 
occafioned by the 'mafs of ice already formed 
i)ught to augment it ftill further; and iA regard 
to experience, it is evident, that within the 
tnemory of the prefent generation, many moun? 
tains have been covered, many paftures and 
habitations invaded, and many paflfages irreco* 
verabiy obftrufted by the. ice. 

But in confidering the arguments dfawn 
from theory, we may obferve, that the caufes 
which tend to the diminution of the ice, are no 
lefs powerful than the augmentation of the 
cold, which is fuppofed to occafipn its indefi* 
•mte increafe. Thefe caufes are principally, 
.1. rain and fleet in the lefs elevated regions ; 
a. evaporation ; 3. defcent of the fnow and ice, 
both precipitous and gradual ; 4. heat of the 
atmofphere ; 5. mean temperature of the earth. 

Vol. II. , E I. The 
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u Tht r«iii and fleet, whkh h& iming 
fommer upon the Lower Ola^iors^ not onlf 
tht w the ict, but increale tbe ritts thst toUoEt 
en the fiir&ce^ excaipofe thaxmek, defixad 
into the clefts^ and aifift in fimning or enbr^ 
mg the chdfms^ 

s. Evapofatbn s a ftilt ntotit j^wsi^ 
eaufc; sg it afts*al all fadghfei^ and m all 
fi»dbns« 

3* Hie defceoc of the faow and iee^ as di£- 
tingmflied by preciphous and gradual. The^ittf^ 
hncbeif or precipitous fallings of congealed fiiow^ 
are detached either by their own weight, foftened 
from theur bold by the heat of the fon, the 
warm air which blows from the foutb, or eren- 
tinrown by the violent hurricaaies eztrenely cQnUi 
mon in the upper a]^# Whdn thefe mafles 9Sp6 
precipitated into a milder t^oa, though diey 
may fbifietimes reiift tlie influence of heat, and 
Ibrm valKes of ice, yet th^ are nfually dif* 
folved. Thefe avalanches' are moft coimnon in^ 
the Upper Glaciers ; whereas the gradual defioent 
of the ice is chiefly confined to the Lower 
Glaciers, and greatly contribules to hSen thtor 
aggregate mafs. 

All the Lower Glaciers, or Tallies of ice, reft 
on an inelined plane, are arched, an4 nndei^ 
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JttJwd by tfa« torrentsi ^i^h, art qoaftwtlf 
iSowiiig, ia wtU froHi the Upper Glarciitr^ Bf 
from thfiif own ittMrio^ for&cc. Tlie aatuffd 
letidoicy of t heavy body m Cucfa & po&do^ 
In to <lefo9n4» wd the progr^effive modoa ^ 
Upeel^rated In prppqr^n to its weig|tf> an4 tbe 
ipreaier udiMCion of its bafe* This prognfr 
i&v« wodon, wfaifih afts, though imperceptibly, 
y^rt gra4iMUy ami t»iiiformly« carries the toe 
|a«o iboli^ cultivated (Jams and valUes, m^h^ie 
the fun ripens the fruits of the ieldj 
aod where a period is put to its fiutfier in« 
cwafe. 

If you teqiure a proof of this isipercepdble 
dflfcent, the aniwer is obvious. It is to be col- 
kftedfrom die fisi^ls which I have akeady enu'- 
VMrated, namely, from the trees which are occf- 
£onatiy overturned by the ice in its progrefs, 
«nd by the morwie of ftones at the bottom of 
llie Lower CHaciers. Thefe ftones being fimilar 
to the mountains of the upper . alps, and 
eflentially diflferent from the rocks below, muft 
have been conveyed by the ice in its defcent from 
the Upper Glaciers. 

4* The heat of the atmofphere, or the effect 

of the fun^s rays on the outward furface of the 

gladers, is too evident to require ^y proof, 

£ 2 even 
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%ven to thofe who have never been in the ztptf. 
Another daufe of a thafvr, occaiioned by the 
^eat of th^ atmofphere, which nwiU norbe fnf- 
^fted by thofe who hsLve not vifited thefeicy 
regions^ is derived from thewacm winds ^hich 
blow by. night as well as by day in the Upper 
-no Ids thaii in the Lower Glaciers* - Th^fe 
warm winds are, during fummer, fo common in 
thefe parts, that I never crofled a glacier without 
feeling, in fome particular poiitions, a warmth 
-iimilar to the air of a hot bath. 

5. But as thefe two laft caufes only operate 
in fummer, and the folar rays do not produce 
fuffident effed in the higheft parts, we mufl: 
have recourfe to the mean temperature of the 
•earth, which feems to be the greateft and moft 
-powerful agent in preventing an indefinite aug- 
mentation of ice and fnow. This mean temper- 
ature, termed by fome philofophers the inter- 
nal* heat of the earth, is always -above the 

* Some philofophers impute this conftant thaw, which 

takes phice in the lower furface of the glaciers, to an 

- internal fource of heat in the earth ; but that opinio'n 

has been very ably refuted by fev.eral modem nataralifts ; 

. tlie mean temperature of the ground being found fuf&- 

cient to account for all the phenomena, (local circum- 

(lances excepted,) which h^ve been ufually aHigned to an 

• internal heat of the earth. ' 

freezing 
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i^eezing point, . as i$ evident from the heat 
of the fprings which iffue from the bowels of 
the earth. . In winter, therefore, or in thofe 
high regions of the globe where the cold is 
ufually below the freezing point, any fpot of 
ground, covered with only a thin coat of fnow, 
may be fo far cooled^ to a certain depth, by, 
the influence of the external air, as not to be 
capable of diflTolving any part of the fuperincum- 
bent fnow. But when the mafs of fnow is of 
fuch a thicknefs as to proteft the furface of the 
ground from the eft'eSs of the atmofpherical 
cold, the mean temperature, which is always 
above the freezing point, will be fufficient to 
melt the contiguous ftratum of fnow, and to 
occafion a conftant thaw, which fupplies thofe 
currents of water that flow, at all feafons, from 
ihe Upper and Lower Glaciers. 

In regard to the argument derived from expe- 
rience, it is fufficient to obferve, that while I 
admit the fafts which prove the progrefs of the 
ice, it by no means feems to follow that its 
mafs is perpetually increafing. For the advo- 
cates of this opinion, while they fcrupuloufly 
enumerate the places which have been invaded by 
the ice, do not take any notice of thofe parts, no 
kfs numerous, from which the ice has receded. 
E 3 During 
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During my fecond expeditiail iflto the Alpa, 
I ilfo made this point of contwverfy a particular 
objeft of my f efearch ; ^hd oti inquiring front 
the chaffettrs^ and other petlbns who frequ^t 
the mountkiiis, the greater part \frere of opinion 
that the colleflion of ke and fnow, even in the 
elevated regions, was by no means in a continual 
/tate of augmentation ; but that while it gained 
in fotoe plades, it diminifhed in others, and 
that upon an average, the ^^gtegate quantity 
was nejirly^the^me. 
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LETTER ^u 

Account of the Bouquetin^ or Mountatrt-Goau 

T OBSERVEB, at Michael Paccard's, a guide 
of Cbamoony, a head and horns of the 
male houquetln, or mountain-goat, and ftuffed 
fpedmens of a female and a young one. 

As this animal is extr emfdy rare« and inhabits 
the U^eft and almofi inacceffible mountain^i 
the dermpCioi>8 of it have been inaccurate 
and confufed. 3iit a new light has been lately 
throvn on the fubjeO: by Pr, Girtanner of St* 
Galko, and by M. van 3erchem, fecretary to the 
Society of Sciences at Laufanne ; and although 
, thefe tira naturalifts differ in fome indanceS) yet 
their jcMnt labours hare affifted in afcertaining the 
natufee and economy of this curious animaU 
Tlie following account of the bouquetin is 
drawn principally from their obfervations ii^ 
Rozier's Journal, and from additional inform* 
arion obligingly commumcated by M. van 
Pcrcbem, 

The elder naturalifts fpeak of the bouquetin 

as of an aiiimal well known, and in their time 

by no means uncommon on the high alps of 

Siiiacrland, efp^cially in the canton of Glarus 

• E4 and 
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and in the country of the Grifons^ On the 
town-hall at Glarus, there is ftill a pair of horns 
of an extraordinary length, belonging to an ani* 
mal of. this fpeicies, formerly killed in the can- 
ton. Thefe horns are probably the fame which 
Ray faw. in the laft century, when the natives 
informed him> that the breed was there 
extinA.' 

That this animal was found among the Gri- 

fons, appears from a letter in the poffeflion of 

M. de Sails Sieervis, dated the 14th of Oftober 

1574, in which the Archduke Ferdinand of 

Auftria requires from Jiis bailif of Caftels, in 

the Pretigau, two bouquetins ; adding, that he 

had received feveral from his predaceflbrs. 

About forty years after the date of this letter 

the animal became rare } for a decree in the . 

year 161 2 prohibits the chace of the bouquetin 

under a fine of fifty crowns, and that of the 

chamois from New Year's Day to St. John, 

under the penalty of ten crowns. Sprecher, in 

his Pallas Rhetica^ publiflied in 1617, relates 

that the chace of the bouquetin was not uncom- 

mon in his time, in the vallies of Pregallia, 

Vals, and Upper Engadina. Another law of 

1633, confirmed in the following year, inflids 

corporal punifhment on thofe who kill a bou- 

quetin« 
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<)uetin. But tbefe fimrerities could not pre* 
ferve the breed; and probably this was the 
epoch of their deftrudion, when the fear of 
their being ext^nft prompted government to 
forbid the chace *. It is certain, that within 
the memory of the prefent generation, no bou- 
quetins have been found in a wild ilate in the 
country oftheGrifons* 

Thefe animals now inhabit that chain which 
ftretches from Dauphine through Savoy to the 
confines of Italy, and principally on the alps 
bordering on Mont Blade, which is the! mod 
elevated part. They haunt the valley of Cor- 
mayor to the fouth of Mont Blanc, the heights 
between Mont Blanc and the frontiers of the 
Valjais, and the mountains bordering Val Sava^ 
renche; but are found more abundantly in the 
mountams of the valley of Cogne, and almolt 

• Francifcus Niger, in his defcription of the Grifons, 
quoted by Conrad Gefher, fays, tliat they fpare this 
animal in hunting, becaufe it is the armosial bearing of 
the country, 

** ParcUur hlc Capricome tamen tlbi, Panos amice, 
** jlrma quod exomesy et pulchra infignia genth, 
♦* Hinclongam hinc vitam viveni, ingeniia jaSas 
** CornuOy perquepYtcas rugofa, repandaque in artnos, 
*♦ Forrfiofufque nigrU viliU in monttbus errat-** 

always 
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altrays frequent places which have 9 fonthem 

The feteral iiaineB by which the. bouqoettm 
» known m different languages^ are, in Gred:, 
^f Homer and iEIian, A^ «r(^(*t Latio» 
Uex; Italian^ dg^ra Sehatiea ^ Genowi and 
Swif», Sieinbpch^ oi Rock-goat^ the female^ 
Etagnej or Tbfchen and Tbfcbgeifsj perhaps from 
ihe Latin Ibex) Flemifh, Wildgbeit ; French, 
Boiuqt$etin^ antiently Bouc-^am^ the German 
name rev^rfed. Belpn named it Hircusfirus ; 
Brifibn, Hircm Ibex; Ltnnasos, Capra Bex { 
Pemiant, the Jbex; Dr, Girtanner, Capra Alfina. 
I have adopted the name of Bouquetin, becaufe 
it is the provincial appellation of the aniipal in 
the Alps. 

The fyftematic naturalifts agree in taking the 
^ecifkr character of the bouquetin from the 
beard, and the horns, which they defcribe as 
knobbed along the upper or anterior furface, 
and reclining towards the back. 

The male bouquetin, though larger, much 
refembles the tame goat. The head is fmall in 
proportion to the body, with the muzzle thick, 

• Mofl naturalifts affirm that Homer calls this animal 
Aif t|*Xoc, whereas he (tyles it Aif ayj^w.-, or the wild-goat, 
«.ddiiig the epithet »faX.o;, or wanton. Iliad A^ v. 105- 

compreffed, 
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comprcflSsdy and a little arched } the eyes ara 
hrge^ tound^ and haye much fire and brilliancy; 
The homa hrge, nrhen of a full fize weighing 
fometimea 16 or 18 pounds^ flatted before and 
roonded behind, with one or two longitudinal 
and many tranfrerfe ridges, which degenerate 
tolrards the tip into knobs } the colour du&y 
brown. The beard long, tawny, or duiky; 
the legs Hender, with the hoofs (hort, hollow on 
the infidet and on the putfide terminated by a 
Client border, like thofe of the chamois. The 
body ihort, thick, and ftrong. The tail fhort^ 
naked underneath, the reft covered with long 
hairs, white at the bafe and fides, black above 
and at the end ; fpace under the tail in fome 
tawny, in others white. The coat long, but 
not pendent, afh-coloured, mixed with fome 
hoary hairs : a black lid runs along the back, 
and there is a black fpot above and below the 
knees. The colour, however, like that of all 
other animals, varies according to its age and 
local circumflances. 

The female has been little noticed among 
naturalifls. She is one third lefs than the 
male, and not fo corpulent; her colour lefs 
tawny ; her horns fmall, and n6t above eight 
inches long ; fhe has two teats, like the tame 
ihe-goat, and never any beard, unlefs, perhaps, 
5 in 
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in an advanced age* The yoimg ones are of si 
dirty grey colour, and the lift along the back is 
icarcely difcernible. The female fhews mttcfii 
attachment to her yomig, and even defends it 
againft eagles, wolves, and other enemies ; flie 
takes refuge in fome cavern, and prefenting her 
head at the entrance of the hole, thus oppofetf 
the enemy. 

From a fluffed fpecinien of the male bou- 
' quetin in Parkinfon's, late Sir Afliton Lever's,* 
Mufeum, I have given fome of the principal 
dimenfions, as they are not to be found in any 
author that has fallen under my obfervation, 
except in Buffon's Hiftoire Naturellej and 
thofe were taken by Daubentoii from a young 
fubjeft. 

Feet. laches. 

Length of the head from the lower jaw 

to the fpace between the horns — o 9^ 

Length from the root of the horns to 
the bafe or origin of the tail 

Height at the flioulder before — — 

Height at the flioulder behind 

Circumference of the body next to the 
fore legs — — 

Circumference next the hind legs 

Circumference in the middle — — - 



4 


4 


a 


Si 


2 


7t 


3 


6 


2 


2 


38 

Circum- 
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Feet. IjkIki. 

Circumference of the neck, clofe to the 
flioulders , — — — 2 3^ 

* between the 

ears apd the horns — -—14 

The horns bemg fo remarkable a part of this 
animal, I fhall add the meafurement, not only 
of thofe belonging to Mr, Parkinfon, but of 
four others, which are depodted in the Britifli 
Mufeum. Thofe in the fecond and third co- 
lumns certainly belong to the bouquetin of the 
■alps; their colour is a dufky brown; the firft 
of thefe is very flat before , the fecond not fo 
flat ; ndther the longitudinal or tranfverfe ridges 
are ftrongly marked; thefe are evidently the 
horns of a very old animal. The horns in 
the fourth column belong alfo to the bouquetin^ 
but probably from fome other country, Thdr 
colour is black ; they are much flatter on the 
fides, and narrower before than the others, the 
longitudinal ridge is very ftrongly marked, and 
the tranfverfe ridges ftronger and more numerous* 
I cannot obferve more than one * longitudinal 

♦ Moft naturalifts affirm, that the horns are marked 
with two longitudinal ridges ; all thole that have fallen 
under my obfervation have only om interior longitudinal 
ridge, and a faint mark on the exterior edgct which is 
probably taken for the/«roii J longitudinal ridge. 

ridge 
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tidge in any of the horns which I have examine^^ 
the exterior part of the front being univerfally 
rounded off, and the tranfverfe ridges running 
.very Uttle into the fides. The hotns in the 
fifth column belong unqueftionably to the 
JEgagrus of Pallas, which is noc improhaUy a 
variety of the bouquetin. Two fine pairs of 
thefe horns were giveqi to the Mufeum by tbc 
hxe duke of NorthumberlamL They have no 
anterior flat fEure, but a fliarp tidge, with a 
fi:w knobs in front, about nine in number^ 
and very diftant from each other; th^ ace 
ftreaked tranfverfely, more evidently towards 
tbe end ; th^r extremities are iBuch arched^ 
with the points torning inwards. Theeolour 
is the fiune with Aak of the ^pine boufuiif 
tins. 
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JBIMENSIONS of the horns in Parkinfon's, late Sir 
Aflrton Lever's, Mufirum (a. i.) a»d in the BridOi 
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it isacomoiosi notion of the bniiterst adopted 
bj many naturalifts, that the age of a bonqaetin' 
may be eftimated by the number of tranfverfe 
ndgesor knobs in the horns. M. van Berchem, 
hsmK^KX^ afiures me, from his own obfervations, 
that this 18 a rulgar error, and that the age 
ran only be afcertained by the number and form 
f£ the teeth, as in (heep and goats. The boa^ 
^eCin tncreafes in bulk to the age of four 
jmn; according, therefore, to the fyftem of 
Boffon, that the age is about feven times the 
|;rowth, it lives about twenty-eight or thirty 
years* 

In 
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In a ftate of tranquillity, the bouquetin com* 
monly carries the head low ; but in running 
holds it high, and even bends it a little fbr* 
ward. He mounts a perpendicular rock of fif« 
teen feet at three bounds of five feet each, and 
does not appear to find any footing on the rock^ 
but touches it merely to be repelled, like an 
daftic fubilance ftriking againft a hard body; 
he is not fuppofed to take more than three fuc« 
ceifive leaps in this manner. If he is between 
two rocks near each other, and wants to reach 
the top, he leaps from the fide of one rock to 
the other alternately, till he has attained the 
fummit. He alfo traverfes the glaciers with, 
rapidity ; but only when purfued, for otherwife 
be avoids them* 

The bouquetins feed,, during the night, in the 
highefl woods ; but the fun no fooner gilds 
the fummits, than they quit the woody regicH^ 
and mount, feeding in their progrefs, till they 
have reached the moft confiderable heights* 
They betake themfelves to the fides of the 
mountains which face the eaft or fouth, and 4ie 
down m the highefl places and hotteft expo* 
fures ; but when the fun has finifhed more than 
three quarters of its courfe, they again begin to 
feed^ and to defcend towards the woods i, whi- 
ther 
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ther they retire when it is likely to fnow, and 
where they always pafs the winter. The boUf 
^uetins aflemble in flocks, confiding at mod of 
t€n, twelve, or fifteen; but ufually in fmaller 
numbers. The males of fix years old and 
Upwards, haunt more elevated places than the 
females and younger bouquetins, and as they 
advance in age are lefs fond of fociety; they 
become gradually hardened againft the effects of 
extreme cold, and frequently live entirely alooe» 

In iummer they feed principally on the genipi 
and other aromatic plants which grow in the 
h^h alp$; in winter they eat the lichens, and 
browfe on buihes and the tender (hoots of trees. 
T^'hey prefer thofe fpots where the. dwarf birch 
tod alpine willows grow, aid where rhododeiu 
dron^ tbali£lrum^ znd/axijrages^ abound. The 
bouquetlns having their fore legs fomewhat 
Ihorter than the hind legs, naturally afcend 
with greater facility than they defcend ; for this 
reafon nothing but the fevereft weather can force 
Them into the lower regions, and even in winter, 
if there are a few fine days, they leave the 
woods and mount higher. 

Winter ia the feafoh of love with them, and 
principally the month of January. The females 
arc with young five months, aud confequently 

Vol.. U. F produce 
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produce ih the laft weet of June, or the firft of 
^uly. At the time of parturition they feparate 
from the males, retire to the fide of fome nil, 
arid generally bring forth only one, though 
Tome naturalifts afErm that they occafionailly 
produce t^o. The cdmmoti cry of 'the bou- 
^uetin is a fliort fharp whifUe, not unlike that df 
the diamois, but of lefs continuance: foine- 
tinie^ it makes ^ fnort, and \vhen young bleats. 

The feafon for hunting the bouquetin is to- 
wards the end of fummer, and in autumn, dur« 
Ihg the months of Auguft and September, when 
they are ufually in good condition. None but 
mountaineers engage in the chace j for it requires 
not only a heaii that can look down from the 
greateft heights without terror, addrefs and fure- 
footednefs in the mofl difficult and dangerous 
paiTes, but alfo much ftrength and vigour, to 
fupport hunger, cold, and fatigue. The moll 
determined hunters of bouquetins ix^abit the 
mountains of the Lower Vallais ; particularly 
the natives of Servan, a village in* a wild and 
pifturefque fituation, between Valorfine and 
Martigny ; and the bouquetitis being extinft in 
their mountains^ they hunt in thofe of the 
valley of Aoft, ^ith the permiiEon of the inha- 
*bitants. 

Two 
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Two or three hunters ufually affodate in this 
jperilous occqpation : they ai e armed with rifle- 
guns, and fumilhed with fmall bags of prori- 
lions; they pafs the night among Tocks jit 
confiderable heights, ereft a miferabk but <|f 
turf, where they lie without fire or coirering, 
and on waking not unfrequently find theientrance 
blocked up with fnow three or four ieet .in 
dq)tfa. Sometimes, being overtaken iby daxk- 
nefis amid crags and precipices, they are obliged 
to pafs the whole night (landing, embraced in 
order to fupport each other, and to prevent 
tbemiidves from ileeptngv J!U the bouquetins 
ofcend into the higher regions 'early in the 
morning, it is neceflary to gain the heights 
before them, otha-wiie they fcent .the hunter, 
and betake themfelves to .flight : it would thep 
he. in vsun to follow Aem ; for when once thqr 
efcape, they never ftop till they think themfelves 
entirely out of danger, and will even fometimes 
irun ten or twelve leagues. 

When a bouquetin b fliot, the hunters let it 
cool npqn the fpot, and then embowel it, put- 
ting the.blood into one of the entrails, which 
is efteemed'by the peafants a foyereign remedy 
in.]deurifies and fome other diforders. A large 
Inmquetin.thtts embowelled will weigh 180 or 
fi.00 pounds ; a &male.from 70 to 80. 

F 2 Some 
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Some haturalifts affirm, that the diminution 
of the race of bouquetins in the Alps is owing 
to his fize, the monftrous length and weight 
of the horns, which impede him in his courfe ; 
becaufe he is driven into places where he can 
fcarcely procure fufficient nourifliment during 
great part of the year, where his fight becomes 
debilitated, and fs frequently lofl by the ftrong 
refleftion of the fun from the ice and fiiow'. 
They confider this animal rather as a native of 
the fubalpine regions, which are covered daring 
fummer with the finell herbage, and where the 
bouquetins and chamois probably paflored in 
tranquillity, when only the lower vallies and 
plains were inhabited. 

According to the opinion of others, the bou- 
quetin is endued with ftrength proportionate to 
his fize ; though inferior to the chamois in live^ 
linefs and agility, yet he is by no means deficient 
in adiivity ; his horns, though large and weighty^ 
yet from their reclined pofition do not feem an 
impediment^ but rather render him eflential 
fervice when he happens to fall, or purpofely 
throws himfelf down precipices to avoid his 
purfuers. His natural food is rather Uchens 
than berb$ } he is particularly fond of the yoong 
(hoots of ttees and fhrubs ; and in all the places 
where he inhabits, is found in the coldeft and 

rudcft 
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radeft mountains, and on the fteepeft rocks. 
From thefc circumftances, it is not improbable, 
that his prefent fituation and manner of life is an 
cflfea of nature rather than neceffity ; and to 
account for the prefent fcarcity of the bou- 
quecin, we need only confider the number of 
ks enemies, in men, beads, and birds of prey. 

Even (bould the bouquetin be no longer found 
in his native Alps, flill the race could not be 
confidered as extind, but as having migrated 
into a gilder climate, and, with a (late of 
domeilication and more fucculent food, acquired 
ibfter manners, a form lefs rude, fmaller and 
fmoother horns. For it is not improbable, that 
the bouquetin of the Alps, the hircusferus or 
bouc-eflain of Belon, the Siberian ibex, and 
acgagrus, both accurately defcribed by Pallas *, 
and the tame goat in all its different fcH-ms, are 
only varieties of the fame fpecies. They are 
found to couple freely with each other, are 
aflerted to produce an offspring which is fertile, 
and ail have a beard, which feems to be the 

• Perhaps alfo the capra caucqficaf defcnbei by Pallas, 
from the papers of Guldenftaedt, and which he repre- 
lents as differing from the aegagrus, with which it has 
iKen confounded by feme naturalifts. See A (5^. Pctr. for 

»779- 
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chara£teri(lic of this genus. The eircum{lance$ 
ift which they difier, fuch as the fize, coat^^ 
and fliape of the horas, cannot be efteemed 
Ipecific diftinftions, and may be accounted 
for from a change of climate, fituation, and 
feod. 

The greatcft difference undoubtedly confi^s 
in the horns ; none perhaps, except the bour 
quetin, having a longitudinal ridge, and fome 
feeing even without the tranfverfe ridges. But 
this variation is lefs perceptible, in comparing 
the bouquetin with the Siberian ibex, the ibex 
with the aegagrus, and the segagrus with the 
tame goat ; for the horns of the Alpine bouquetin 
are not fo much weightier, longer, and larger, 
than thofe of the ibex and segagrus, as to form 
a certain ^^^^^ diftindion *. 

But 

• The horns of the boiftiiietin fometimes weigh fixtecn 
or eighteen pounds, arc three feet- in length, and have 
twenty-four tranfverfe ridges. A fmgle horn of a Sibe- 
rian ibex weighed, according to Pallas, eight Ruflian 
pounds, which is one tenth lefs than an Englifh pound9 
and had fixteen or eighteen tranfverfe ridges. The 
horns of another full-grown Siberian ibex meafured 
2 feet 5 inches and 5 lines along the curvature, and 
I foot 2 inches and i line in a rc6tilinear dirc*flion. The 
hoiTis of an ncgagrus meafured 2 feet 2 laches and 9 

lines 
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But even fliould this difference be flill greater» 

it can never be admitted as fonping a fpecific 

diftinflion; for the hprns not only vary in 

individuals of the fame fpecies, but in the feme 

individuals at different ages j and if we attempt to 

ariange animalsyS/^/y by their horns, the difcri- 

mioations will be as endlefs as uncertain. But 

/bould the alpine bouquetin and the other fpecies 

of the goat genus be excepted from this general 

alTertion, we have only to add, that the horns 

of the female bouquetin are like thofe of the 

tame goat, and that M. van Berchem pofleffes 

the horns of a young one, produced from the 

union of the bouquetin and flie-goat, that are 

cxaftly fimilar to the horns of the segagrus, 

vrbich, according to Pallas, refemble thofe of 

the tame goat. Climate and nutriment have 



lines aiong the curvature, and i foot 4 inches in a linear 
direaion. The horns of a full-grown Caucafiin goat 
were 2 feet 4 inches along the curvature, and l foot 
6 inches in the linear direction. The longitudinal ridge 
or ridges remain then as tho only fpecific difference between 
ihe horns of the alpine bouquetin and thofe of the other 
fpccies. Sec the meafurements in Pallas Spic. Zool. and 
in his Defcription of the Capra Caucafica, in Aft. Petr. 
f->r 1779. 

F 4 "a great 
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legioBs^ ha cannot be domieflipated in a variety 
of ^Hame^p 9ut t^ Qpinipn is G09l^difte4 
by h(k and escpeiience. Stumpf, the htftorbn 
oi $wtt2($ifknd) infcH-nas us, that the ValUd£ms 
3Bkear Sion bred tame boi^uetins with their 
goftt5» and Belon relates, that the Cretans 
l^aed the young bouc-eftains by fuckling them 
iirith goats. Pallas alfo frequently obferved the 
Siberian ibeit among the tame goats, and men« 
lions one in particular at Orenburgh, which 
vas leader of a flock, and father of a numerous 
eJEspring more refembling the females than 
himfeif ; it was very different from the tame he- 
goats, and ficarcely inferior in fize to a bouquetin 
two years old ; in colour and flrength he refem- 
bled the wild animal, had thick horns, knobbed, 
not keeled above, and a long rough coat, but 
nowhere pendent, except in the beard j the 
bhick lift on the back was almoft obliterated* 
Laftly, M- van Berchem faw feveral tame bou- 
quetins at Aigle ; they were gentle and fami^ 
Bar, and, without being remarkably lively, 
were a£live and graceful in all their motions ; 
ihey bred with different fhe-goats, and the 
young ones feemed to form a new race. 

Should thefe obfervations be well founded, 
the goat genus, or race of the bouguetin, is 

found 
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found m a wild fl:a«& along the chain of moim- 
tains that traverfes the temperate p^rts both of 
Earope and Afia ; on the Alps, Pyrenee^^ an4 
Carpathian mountains ; on the Taurus and Cau« 
cafiis ; on the mountains of Siberia and Tartary ; 
in Eatntchatka ; on the iilands of the Arehipe* 
hgo ; in Hedsjaeas in Arabia ; in India ; perhaps 
in JEgypt and Lybia. 



LETTER 42. 

yournej I0 Geneva — Pays de Vaud — Laufann^^-^ 
Felix the Fifth --Vevay — Tomb and Charailer of 
General Ltidlow — Claren\ — M-eillerie. 

QUITTING the delightful vale of Chamouny 
and its magnificent fcenery, we continued 
our route towards Geneva, As we proceeded, 
the height of the mountains gradually dimi- 
nilhed ; and the vallies, through which we 
pafled, were agreeably diverfified in their forms 
and produftions. We followed the courfe of 
the fonorous and violent Arve ; near Salenche 
pafled on our right hand a fmall but pi£^urefque 
lake, Ikirted with wood, and from hence 

defcended 



Digitized by 



Google 



j6 LETTER 42. 

ddkendtd into the plain, which continues almoft 
pcrfedly level to Geneva. Salenche lies at the 
l^ottom of a broad valley, which here contrails 
to a narrow pafs. According to tradition, this 
Kttle' plain was once a lake } and indeed its 
form» and the quality of the foil, feem to juf- 
jify tradition : great part is laid wafte by the 
imruly Arve, which frequently overflows its 
banks, and the reft is moftly covered with fruit- 
trees. 

Not far from Magland we flopped to admire 
a beautiful fall of water, called the cafcade of 
Arpenas, which ruflies, lilje the Staubbach, from 
an impending rock. When I faw it, there was 
aconfiderable wind, which drove the torrent at 
leaft an hundred yards out of the perpendicular 
direftion, into alin9ft imper(:eptible fpray : I 
then beheld it trickling down the fides of the 
n^ountains ia a thoufand little ilreams, which 
united at a ridge, and from thence formed three 
caTcades ; the body of water was much mpre 
eonfiderable * than that of the Staubbach ; and 
|ht fall appeared to me altogether as high, 

* Jt may be neceirary to apprize the traveller, that, 
Ji\ Jry fuiinncrs, tliis cafcade is fometimes almoft defli- 
tufe of w^ter, lert, feeing it under that circumftance, he 
iHould conceive the defbripiion in the text to be too much 
CI iggerated. 

Between 
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Between Magland and Glufe we cook a guide ta 
condud us to the cave of la Balme. The 
afcent, though not long, was io deep that we 
were nearly an hour hi reaching it; \(re (hen 
fcrambled along a precipice, from which we 
mounted a ladder, and, by the aid of the 
branches of a nut-tree growing from the rock^ 
pulled ourfelves into a natural cavern more than 
a quarter of a mile in length, and forming 
various branches that led into lofty vauhi 
and fpacious openings ; the light of which did 
not anfwer the trouble required to enter it. 

We pafTed the night at Clufe, which is fituated 
by the fide of the Arve, and the next morning 
came down the banks of that river to Bonne- 
ville, the capital of Faucigny : it (lands alfo upon 
the Arve, at the bottom of a chain of rocks^ 
which from this place diminifli into hills. All this 
part of Faucigny, as alfo a fmall ftrip of Cha- 
blais through which we paiTed, is a rich piatUt 
producing wine and corn in great plenty, but 
neither populous nor well cultivated. By the 
little village of Chene we entered the territory 
of Geneva, and were much pleafed with the 
fudden change from the poverty of the Savoyards 
to the neatnefs and eafe of the Genevans ; we 
admired the populoufnefs of the country, the 

richnefs 
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ricbnefe of cultivsttion, and the number of cotiS^ 
oy^eats fcattered about the fields. 

'As I propofe re-vifiting Greneva, in ihy way 
to the fouth of France^ 1 will ddfer my account 
©f that interefting town until my return. 

We went from Geneva to Crafli, a fmall 
Tillage in the Pays de Vaud^ where we pafled a 
day with an Englilh gentleman^ who has ta&en 
ahoufe for the fummer in that delightful fpot« 
In our way we pafled through Verfoi, a little 
Tillage in the French territories, upon the lake 
of Geneva, whidi bears the name of ChoifimPs 
BoHy. Geneva having fallen under the difplea- 
fure of Fmnce, that minifter availing himfelf of 
the troubles in 1768, laid a plan to build a new 
town, and monopolife the whole trade of the 
lake. Accordingly he fixed upon Verlbi as the 
mofl: proper fituadon, formed a pier, made 
a harbour, conftruded a frigate, marked out 
the ftreets, fent a confiderable quantity of ftone 
to build houfes, and ftationed a garrifon in 
temporary huts. But when the harbour was 
nearly finifiied, and he bad expended about 
£. 1 25)000, the fcheme was reUnquiflied. 

The road from Geneva to Lauianne tuns 

through the Pays de Vaudy a region of which 

l^iftorians and travellers fpeak with rapoire} 

j; particularly 
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particularly of that part which borders ixpot the 
hike of Geheva. It h, almoft the whole way, 
a gradual afcent from the edge df the lake, 
richly laid out in vineyards, com fields, and 
luxuriant meadows, and chequered with conti- 
nued hamlets, villages, and towns; the fliores 
axe generally of the cleaneft gravel, and the 
water of the finefl; tranfparency. 

Wepafled through Nyon, delightfully feated 
iip<m the ed^e of the hke. It was fdrmerly 
'<alltd Cclonia Eque/iris Ndiodtmutn; and, as ft 
proof of its antiquity, Roman infcr^tions, and 
t)ther ancient remains, have been frequently 
difcovered in the outikirts of the town. In this 
part ihe lake forms ^ beautiful curve, happily 
alluded to by Lucan, where he mentions thte 
-army of Julius Caefar ftriking their tents, which 
•were polled on the borders : 

Befemere QAyro tenttriajixa Lammo* • 

All the pofTeiSons in this country formerly 
belonging to the duke of Savoy were conquered 
by the canton of Bern in 1536, and in the fame 
year the reformation was introduced. From 

• ** They ftrike their tents and quit the h^kwbend 
"OfLcman'slake/* 

that 
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Aait period all the Pays de Vaud, excepting ttiC 
common baiiliages of Granfoii, Orbe, and a 
iinall portion of it which was ceded toFriburgh, 
lias been fubjeS: to Bern, and makes part of 
ibatcanton^ 

Morgesy fituated at the extremity of a besltl* 
tiful bay, is the neateft town in thefe parts^ 
The environs are extremely pleafant ; the banks 
of the lake form an amphitheatre gently rifing 
to the Jura» and Mont Blanc prefents itfelif 
ihrough an immenfe opening in the oppofite 
chain of rocks, which feems to have been 
formed by nature in order to exhibit a fublim^ 
perfpeiQive of that beautiful mountain. Near 
the town is a lime-tree twenty-four feet four 
inches in circumference, with branches of magf- 
nificent extent ; it has a companion about three 
feet lefs in girth, Mr. Pennant informs mc^ 
that ^* this tree is a native of Switzerland, and 
of many other parts of the continent ; that it 
was imported into Engird before the year 
1562 J one being defcribed by Dr. William 
Turner as growing in a park near Colchefter } 
that one thirty-fix feet in circumference gre^ 
near the great church at Bern ; it was planted 
about the year 1410; and the hollow trunks 
dill putting forth leaves, remained in the year 
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170I*. The Germans^ in old timeSf planted 
the lime before their churehes and in the 
market-placesy on account of its grateful 
lhade« This tree is now negle&ed } yet the 
Romans efteemed it fo highly, as to fay 
that It. was employed for a thoufand purpofes; 
fi/U ad ndlk ufus petenda. A fweet juice exudes 
from the leaves and bark, from which the Poles 
extract a honey called by them Liepiz f • Bees 
are alfo fond of • the flowers ; and Virgil^ 
in his beailtiful defcription of the induftriour 
Corycian, places the lime and the pine in 
the neighbourhood of his hives/' 

Laufanne contains about feven thoufand mha- 
bitants : it is built upon an afeent fo fteep, 
that in fome places the horfes cannot, without 

* A large lime is to be feen on the heights above 
Villars, a feat belonging to M. Graffenreid of Bern, near 
Morat ; its girth meafures at leaft thirty fix feet in cir- 
cumference, and its height is not lefs than ninety feet ; 
it is very antient, as it was lopped in I550> for the fake 
of the bark. The traveller vjrho vifits this tree will be no 
iefs gratified with an extenfive profpe^t, commanding 
the lakes of Morat, Neuchatel, and Bienne, and that 
fiupendous chain of fnowy alps, which is reprefented on 
the engraving inferted in this volume. 
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gr^tt difficulty, itraw up a carriage, and foot<- 
ifeffengers'afcend to the upper part of the town 
by ftep$. But thefe mconveaiences are amply 
c^mpenfated by the fublimeft views in nature^ 
coiAmanding the lake of Geneva, the Pays de 
Yaud, and the rugged coaft of Chablais \ 
' ' The 

' * In the firfl: and feeoad editions of this work> the 
letter oa the Pays de Vaud contained this pafiagc : 

** The whols Pays de Vaud is muck k(s peopled than 
it was during the laft ceutury. This depopulation is 
owing to the increafe of luxury, which prevents the 
gentry from entering into matrimonial engagements fo 
generally as they were heretofore accuftomed, and 
induces numbers of them continuajjly to emigrate in ordex^ 
engage in foreign fervices. For although the govern- 
ment of Bern is certainly very mild, and never lays on 
any additional taxes, nor ever encroaches upon the pri- 
vileges of their fubjefts, yet as the gentry arc totally 
cxchided from any OiAre in the adminif^ration of public 
affairs, and commerce is reckoned degrading, they have 
no other refource bat foreign fervices. For this reaibn 
many of them are malecontents, and would gladly 
exchange the mild republican form, under which they 
live, for a monarchical mode of government." 

The omiffion of this parage in the enlarged edition 
dccafioned a cenfure from fome Swifs tourift, as if I had 
expunged this pafTage In complianqe with the reprefent- 
ations of fome artftocrat of Bern. 1 deem it, therefore^ 
jxeceffary to ftate- my reafons for thi« omilfion.. 

In 
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The fame year in which part of the Pays de 
Vaud was conquered from the -houfe of Savoys 

the 



In mj firft curibrj tour through the Pays de Vaud, I 
principally frequented the nobiJity and gentry, from 
ivhom I heard repeated complaints of the opprcflions 
under which they groaned, and particularly of their 
exclufioti from all Ihare in the government. But in my 
fabfequent tours I had an opportunity to examine the 
condition of the peafants, and tb learn their fcntlmcntj 
on the nature of the govemnient ; and I found thatf 
excepting in the large towns and among the gentry and 
opulent citizens, the great majority of the natives were 
fully fatlsfied with their condition, and deprecated all 
limoratioA. For this reafon I omitted the paffage in tlic 
later editions, becaufe the happinefs of a country cannot 
be eflimated from the fituation of the gentry, and a few 
opulent citizens alone, but from the general welfare o* 
the colledlive body of the people. Even in the late 
revolution of Switzerland, which took its rife in the 
Pays dc Vaud, where the grievances were exaggerated 
by fome fadious leaders and fomented by the agents of 
France, the number of the difaff^jfled was exceedingly 
fmall ; and had the government of Bern oppofcd the ir- 
ruption of the French by arms, and not deprecated ic 
by negociation, the great majority of the natives would 
iave flocked to their ftandard. A fmall minority, 
affifted by France, overcame" the majority ; and thbfe 
"who firft introduced the French were fdbn more diffa-* 
tjsfied with their proceedings than thofe by whom they 
were moft earneftly oppofed- When the tree of Rberfy 

G 2 was 
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the biOiop of Laufanne retired from the to^if^ 
and the inhabitants put themfelves under the pro- 
teftlon and fovereignty of the canton of Bern, 
which confirmed and augmented their privileges. 
At prefent, Laufanne is governed by its own 
magiftrates, has its own courts of juftice, and, 
what is very Angular, the burghers, who poflefs 
houfes in the principal ftreet, enjoy the right of 
pronouncing fentence in criminal caufes. The 
crimihal is tried by the civil power: if he is 
found, and acknowledges himfclf guilty, one of 
the magiftrates pleads in defence of the prifoner, 
and another againfl him ; the court of juftice 
give their opinion upon the point of law, and 
the majority of the burghers, polTeffing houfes in 
the principal ftreet, determine the penalty. If 
the punifliment is capital, there is, according to 
the letter of the law, no pardon, unlefs obtained 
within twenty-four hours from the fovereign 
council of Bern i although it generally, happens, 



was planted at Yvcrdun, even the adherents of France 
exclaimed, " It is the tree of flavery, and not the tree 
of liberty r" 

The Pays de Vaud was feparatcd from the canton of 
Bern, and formed into an independent republic under the 
proteftion of France, in January 179S. In the new 
divlfion of Switzerland it forms the canton or depart- 
ment of Leman, of which Laufanne is the capital, 

that 
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that eight days are granted for that purpofe. 
When the criminal is feized within the jurif- 
dktion of the town, the faft is tried, and the 
burghers pronounce fentence, in the town-hall : 
in this cafe there is no appeal. But when he is 
taken within the diftriA of the bailif, they alTem- 
ble in his houfe, and an appeal lies from their 
determination to Bern. I have been more par- 
ticular in my inquiries concerning the mo^e of 
this criminal procefs, from the refemblanee it 
bears, in fome refpefls, to our trial by jury. 

Here is an academy for the ftudents of this 
country : profeffors in every fcience are appointed 
by government, and there is a tolerable library 
for the ufe of the public. 

I have feveral times had the good fortune to 
meet Tiffot*, the celebrated phyfician of this 
place ; well known in the literary world for his 
excellent writings upon medical fubjefts. His 
converfation is uncommonly interefting ; as, 
befides his (kill in his profeffion, he is well 
verfed in every branch of polite literature. His 
private charafter is no lefs refpeftable than his 
public, and he is as much efteemed for his great 
humanity as for his fuperior knowledge.* 

♦ Tiffot is dead fince this was written. 

G3 The 
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The church of Laofanne, formerly the eathe* 
dral, is a magnificent gothic buildings ftanding 
on the moft elevated part of the town* It con- 
tains, among many other fepulchies, the tomb. of 
Amadeus the Eighth, duke of Savoy, ftylod the 
Solomon of his age, but more known by the 
name of the anti-pope Felix the Fifths who ex- 
hibited a iingular inftance in the annals of 
Europe, of a . perfonage i'wke abdicating the 
pomp of fovereignty, and iwic^ retiring to a 
private ftation. 

Having paflfed his early youth and opening 
mantfood in the purfuits of apibition, he enlarged 
his dominions by the acquifition of the Gene- 
vois and Piedmont, and obtained an increafe 
of rank by the ereftion of Savoy into a duchy. 
Yet in the midft of his fuccefs and propitious 
fortune, the fudden death of a beloved v»iky 
and a narrow efcape from affaffination, infpired 
him with a difguft of the world j he rcfigned 
his dominions to his eldeft fon, and, accompa- 
nied with a few lords of his court, retired to a 
palace at La Ripaille, on the borders of the lake 
of Geneva. In this palace, which he called an 
hermitage^ he enjoyed, with an apparent indif- 
ference to the affairs of the world, a calm and 
tranquillity that feemed incompatible with his 

former 
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iotxxifx afptring ambition, until be was fuddenly 
called forth to public notice in a more exalted 
ftation. 

The council of Baile having depofed Eugeniui 
the Fourth, induced, according to fomeauthors^ 
bj the reputation which Amadeus had acquired 
for {an£lity, influenced, according to others, by 
his largefles and intrigues, raifed the hermit <)f Ll 
Ripaille to the papal throne. This event took 
plac& in 1439: the new pontiff quitting bid 
iavourite retreat, accq)ted the proffered dignity^ 
neither with a real or affeded reludance, and 
affumed the name of Felix the Fifth. 

The a:ra of his difputed pontificate was marked 
with turbulence and anarchy. In order to 
avoid the florms which agitated Europe, and X.o 
favour the indolence of his temper, he fre^ 
qucntly retreated to his beloved hcrnritage, and 
direded the affairs of the church, from that 
lequetlered comer. Confcious at length that his 
acceptance of the papacy ferved to widen inftead 
of healing the fchifm of the church ; finding, that 
he was oppofed by the mofl powerful princes of 
Europe ; that, on the death of his rival Eugenius, 
the cardinals of Rome had chofen another pope, 
and being ill fupported by the remains of the 
council of Bafle, he terminated the fchifm by 
refigning the papal tiara in favour of Nicholas 

G 4 the 
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the Fifth. In this tranfadion he proved his 
talents for negociation by obtaining the following 
conditions : that he fliould enjoy the next rank 
to the pope, be appointed vicar of the Roman 
fee, and that all the acls palTed in his pontifi*- 
cate ihould be valid. On his refignation he 
fixed his refidence at La Ripaille, and died in 

Felix the Fifth fbared the fate of many 

equivocal characters. By fome he is reprefented 

ts a faint, by others as covering the moil ambi* 

tious defigns under the ma(k of landity i by 

the former, bis refidence at La Ripaille is de* 

fcribed as the retreat of religious aufterity ; by 

the latter, a$ the feat of luxury. In this, as 

in fioular cafes, both parties exceeded the 

truth. On reviewing the principal events of 

his life, w^ may coiiclude, that a palace built 

by a prince, in which be wzs accompanied 

by many lords pf his court, where he inftituted 

411 order pf knighthood, and relided virh the 

pomp and dignity of a fovereign pontiff, could 

be no common hertnitagf ; and that he alfumed 

the name, rather than pafled the life, of a 

hfrmit ;i while the power and rank which he 

fecured to himfelf, pn his refignation of the 

papacy, fufEciently demonftrate, that he never 

intended to renounce th^ world. Qn the con-p 

trary, 
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trary, Ihould we admits that his life at La Ripaiile 
was not embittered by penance and mortifica- 
tions; yet as no contemporary authors, even 
thofe who were by no means partial to his cha- 
racter* have (ligmatifed his retirement, we ought 
not haftily to conclude, that it was the retreat of 
a mere voluptuary. But in whatever light his 
moral qualities may be confidered, no one can 
withhold from him the charader of an able poli- 
tician. 

It is not my. intention to enter into a 
general or particular defcription of the Roman 
antiquities difcovcred in Switzerland j if you 
are curious in fuch rpfearches, I nnifl: refer 
you to Bochart, Miller, Spon, and other anti- 
quaries, who have minutely treated that fubjefl:, 
1 cannot, however, avoid mentioning two lately- 
difcovered Roman monuments, which are placed 
in the garden of M. Levade, hear the church at 
Laufanne. 

The firft is an altar of white marble with red 
veins, and was found, in 1782, byfome work- 
men in digging the foundations of a houfe in the 
town of Vevay ; it is broken in a horizontal 
diredion ; and what remains is a foot and a half 
long and a foot high. The infcription, though 
not entire, proves it to be an altar erefted by the 
Iweaticth legion to the god Silvanus. 

DEO 
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DEO SILVANO 
ESPER URSUL. 
FICIO LEG. XX. 

The fecond monument is a Roman mile-ftone, 
dlfcovered -in a vineyard near Pauda, a few 
paces from the high road, with this infcrip^ 
lion; 

Imp, 

Cscs T, M. Avg 

Antonino 

. Pio-PM. Trib. 

Cos, III. P. P. 

Avent: M.P.T 

XXXVIII. 

This infcription removed a doubt long enter* 
tained by the Swifs antiquaries. Bochart, 
among others, expreffes his furprife, that no in- 
fcription, bearing the name Antoninus Pius, who 
was fo great a benefaftor to the ancient Helve* 
tians, had been found in Switzerland. But this 
mile-ftone, which was put up in the third con- 
fulftiip of that emperor, is probably the prelude 
to the difcovery of other monuments ereded in 
his honour. 

The 
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The road from Laufanne to Vevay, runs 
dong the fides of the mountains, between con- 
tinued ranges of vineyards. The induftry of the 
Swife is nowhere more obfervable than in thefe 
parts: the mountains in many places, though 
naturally confiding of a bare fteep rock, are 
thickly covered with vines ; the mould has 
been brought from other grounds, in order to 
create a foil, and is fupported by rows of ftones 
ranged in (Irait lines like walls. But this mode 
of culture, however advantageous and even 
ncceflafy to the natives, occafions a difagree- 
able uniformity in the face of the country. 
The vines alfo do not form a pleafing and 
piSurefque appearance, like thofe of the Valte* 
Une*, which are carried in beautiful feftoons 
from tree to tree. The plants are low, and faf- 
tened to poles about four feet in height; and 
the walls which enclofe them, and border the 
road, frequently interrupt the view. 

This diftrift between Laufanne and Vevay is 
called La Vauxj and contains the two pleafant 
little towns of Lutry and Cully, with the 
villages of St. Saphorin f and Corfier : it is 

entirely 

• Sec vol. ill. 

t In the church of St. Saphorin Is an antient Roman 
xnile^one, found near that village : 

TI. 
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entirely hilly, rifing abruptly from the lakej 
above the vineyards, are rich meadows, and a 
continued foreft, 

Vevay, the ancient Vibi/cuniy and the principal 

. town of the bailliage, is clean and well built, 
ftands in a fmall plain at the foot of the moun- 
tains on the margin of the water, and is one of 
the few places in the canton of Bern which 
carry on any trade. The borders of this part 
of the lake are much more contrafted, wild, 

^ and pifturefque, than thofe about Geneva : 
the mountains of the Vallais and Savoy boldly 



TI. CLAVDIVS. DRVSL F. 

C.^;S. AVG. GERM, 

PONT. MAX, TRIB. POT. VII. 

IMP. XXL P. P. COS. nil. 

F A 

XXXVII. 

This infcnption afcertalns two circnmftances frequently 
called in queflion ; namely, that the banks of the lake of 
Geneva, which border this part of Switzerland, were 
comprtfed within a Roman province, even To earlj' as 
the time of Claudius ; and alfo, that Aventlcum was the 
chief town of this part of Helvetia : for the mile- ftones 
always referred to the capital of the province in which 
they were placed, and the diflance from St. Saphorin to 
Avcnchcs is nearly 37,000 paces. 
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projeft into the water, and form a femicircular 
chain enclofing the lake, except where they are 
divided by the Rhone, a few leagues from 
Vevay. 

Vevay is diftinguiflied as the refidence of 
£dmund Ludlow, the fan^ous parliamentary 
general, who, in thofe times of mifrule and 
confufion, uniformly afted with confiftency and 
dignity. True to his republican principles, he 
no lefs violently oppofed the daring ufurpation 
of Cromwell, than the arbitrary meafures of 
Charles the Firft, and could never be prevailed 
upon, either by threats or promifes, to defert 
the caufe, which he confidered as that of 
juftice and liberty. Being excepted, as one of 
the king's judges, from the aft of indemnity 
pailed at the reftoration of Charles the Second, 
he wandered, without any fixed place of refid- 
ence, until he found an afylum from the attempts 
of his enemies at Vevay, under the proteiflion of 
Bern. 

At the important period of the revolution, 
he returned to England, anxious to ferve his 
country under our great deliverer ; and Wil- 
liam the Third, whofe mind rofe fuperior to 
the narrow prejudices of party, was no lefs 
defirous to employ a general of fuch approved 
experience and fidelity. But the king being 
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addrefled by the Houfe of Commons to iflue ^ 
proclamation for apprehending Ludlow, he was 
compelled to quit England at this critical 
period, and again fettled at Vevay, We may 
coUeft from his general charafter and conduft,' 
that had he been permitted to ferve his country, 
he would have fuccefsfully employed his great 
military talents againft the affertors of bigotry 
and defpotifm, with the fame zeal which he 
difplayed in oppofing an arbitrary government ; 
he would have fupported the new adminiftration, 
when the enormous prerogatives of the crown, 
againd which he had unflieathed his fword, 
were abolifhed by law, and the freedom of the 
fubjedl was cftablifhed on the bafis of equal 
liberty under the authority of a limited mo« 
narch. 

He died in 1693, in the fixty-fourth year of 
his age, and was interred in the church of 
Vevay. His monument is a plain grave-ftone 
of black marble, containing a Latin infcription, 
which is printed in Addifon's Travels. The 
houfe which he formerly inhabited (lands near 
the gate leading to the Vallais, and the uncouth 
motto infcribed over the door is ftill prefervcd 
out of refpeft to his memory : 

Omne /ohm forts f atria e/if quia fatris. 

The 
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The Memoirs of Ludlow are written in z 
fimple and pcrfpicuous ftyle, with the know- 
ledge of a man a^ually engaged in the fcenes 
which he defcribes, and with the fpirit of a 
general zealous in the canfe which he had 
cfpou fed and defended. Perhaps his animated 
detail of the trial and execution of the Regicidet 
18 not furpaffcd by any narrative in andent or 
modem hiftory. 

Nature can fcarcely form a pofition more 
delightful than that of the caftle of ChatiHard or 
Clarens ; it ftands, not far from Vevay, above the 
village, on an eminence, whofe gentle declivity 
flopes gradually towards the lake, commanding 
a view of that majeftic body of water, its fer- 
tile borders, and the bold rocks and alps of 
Savoy. The adjacent fcenery confifts of vine- 
yards, fields of com and pafture, and rich groves 
of oak, aih, and Spanifli chefnut-tr^eSr Al- 
though the (ituation and environs harmonize 
with the animated fcenery in the Eloife of 
Rouffeau ; yet the caftle by no means accords 
with his defcription. The traveller fees an 
oblong building with antient towers and a 
penthoufe roof; in the infide a large hall like 
a prifon, and the whole bears gather the anti-. 
quated appearance of a feudal manfion inha- 
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bited by fome turbuleftt baron, than the refid"' 
ence of the elegant and impaiTioned Jalia. 

Oppofite to Clarens, on the other fhore of the 
lake, are the dark gloomy rocks of Meillerie. 
The village lies in the recefs of a fmall bay, at 
the foot of impending mountains, in fome parts 
gently floping, and clothed to the water's edge 
v^ith dark forefls; in others naked and perpen- 
dicular, bringing to recolledioa the fancied 
rocks of Leucate *• 

Thefe are the fcenes of the Nouvelle Eloife* 
Having obtained that novel at a circulating 
library in Laufanne, I continued, during thefe 
expeditions, to examine the poiition of the 
country, and compare it with the defcriptions 
of Rouffeau. Small objeAs may be magnified ; 
but no pencil, however animated, can delineate 
the wonderful and fublime works of nature ; 
even the warm colouring of Roufleau has not 
equalled the beauty of the fcenery. I read 
with attention the principal parts of that fingular 

♦ •* Jc n'ai plus qu'un mot a vous dire, 6 Julie. Vons 
connoillez I'ancique ufage du rocbcr de LeucaU^ dernier 
refuge des amans mafheureux. Ce lieu<i lui reffemblc 
a blendes cgards. La roche eft ^icarpee, Teau eft pro- 
fonde, ec je fuis au defefpoir." 
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performance, and dwelt more particularly upon 
that letter, in which St. Preux relates his expedi- 
tion to Meillerie \ wherein love and defpair are 
worked up almoft to tnadnefs. Open that 
performance, read that letter, and confider 
that part of it, where St. Preux points out 
the number of towns and villages, the conti- 
nued fertility and high cultivation of the Pays 
de Vaud, and contrafts it with the gloomy 
coaft of Chablais, exhibiting only a few towns 
lying on the edge of the water j you will 
then fee the happy effects of liberty under a 
mild and equitable government, like that of 
Bern. 

I am, &c. 



V0L.IL IT 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 98 ) 



LETTER 43- 

Cajile of Chillon-^illeneuve—Aigle—Salt'Workf 
of Bex and Aigle. 

/T^RAVELLERS not unufually make an 
^ agreeable excurfion from Vevay to the 
falt-works of Bex and Aigle. 

The road continues along a plain, with hilh 
on one fide, and the lake on the other. Hal- 
ler's judicious diftindion of the elevated part 
of this country may from this fpot be well 
exemplified. The rocky alps are feen with 
their pyramidal tops {hooting into the heavens, 
and incrufted with ice and fnow. Snow like- 
wife, at various intervals, covers the fteep flopes 
beneath the afpiring peaks ; rich pafturage fuc- 
ceeds, and the lower parts are clothed with 
forefts of firs. The mountains, fuch as the 
Jura and thofe rifmg towards Denis and Gruy- 
eres, are fertile in grafs, well wooded, their tops 
even, extenfive, and arable; and though with 
little appearance of rock on the furface, yet 
internally filled with a hard yellowiih ftone fit 
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for building, but impatient of the chifTel. The 
coUin£Sj or little hills, are frequent at the foot of 
the mountains, and feparated by little vallies 
watered by brooks* 

As I advanced, the mountains approached the 
bke; their nature changed, their height increafed, 
and their craggy tops and wooded fides convinced 
me, that I was approaching the genuine alps* 
Above the woods foared, in a moft pifturefque 
manner, a lofty pyramidal crag called Le Dent de 
Jamant ; the woods were firs mixed with oak; 
the road lay clofe to the water's edge. 

The caftle of Chillon, or rather the caftel- 
lated houfe, is a large pile with round and 
fquare towers, flanding on a rock in the 
lake, and conneded with the land by a draw* 
bridge. The vauhs are very fine 5 the arched 
roofs, and the pillars which fupport it, are in a 
neat gothic ftyle. This caflle*, in 1536, was 
wrefled from Charles the Third of Savoy by the 
canton of Bern, affifted by the Genevans, who 
fumifhed a frigate (their naval force) to befiege 
it by water. In a deep dungeon, below the 
level of the lake, the conquerors found Bonivard, 

• The CaftJc of Chillon was fei/ed by the infurgents 
in January 1798, and this adl of rebellion, not being 
paniflied, was followed by the reparation of the Pays de 
Vaud from the Canton of Bern* 
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prior of St. Viftor, the intrepid antagonift of th^ 
dukes of Savoy, and the great aiTerter of Gene-* 
van independence. He had been imprifoned by 
the Savoyards during fix years, and, by conftant 
walking in his (hort limits, had worn a hollow 
in the rock. This caftle was for a fhort time 
the refidence of a bailif from Bern, until a 
more convenient houfe was purchafed in Vevay. 

About half a league further is Villeneuve, a 
(mall town at the extremity of the lake. This 
magnificent piece of water ftretches from Geneva 
to Villeneuve,, in length fifty-four miles ; it is in 
the fliape of a crefcent ; Switzerland forms the 
hollow. Savoy the convex part ; the greateft 
breadth is from St. Sulpice to Grande Rive, 
where it is twelve miles wide. Savoy affords a 
rude and awful boundary of afpiring alps^ 
craggy and covered with the ice of ages. The 
country from Geneva to the environs of Lau* 
fanne, flopes for a confiderable way to the 
margin of the lake, and is enriched with all the 
varieties which nature can beftow ; the long 
ridge of the Jura, fertile in pafturage, and 
varied . with woods, backs this beautiful traft. 
Near Laufanne the banks rife very confiderably, 
and form a moll charming terrace ; a few miles 
beyond is a rapid defcent. Near Vevay begins 
a plain, which is continued far beyond the end 
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of the lake, but contrafting, by the approach of 
the mountams, towards the lake. The colour of 
the water is extremely beautiful, clear, and at 
a diftance feems of a mod lovely blue. 

Near Geneva the coaft abounds in fmall peb- 
bles covered with a brown incruftationj from 
thence as far as Laufanne the (hores are fandy ; 
between that town and Chillon appear ledges of 
rocks hard and calcareous; and the extremity 
of the lake is a mar(h formed by the colleded 
mud of the Rhone. The depth is various : De 
Luc aflerts, that on founding it he had found the 
greateft depth to be a hundred and fixty ^thorns : 
like all inland lakes enclofcd within high moun- 
tains, it is fubje^a to fyddea ftorms. 

I am uncertain whether any birds frequent 
the lake, which are not common to the reft of 
Switzerland. The tippet grebes * appear in 
December, and retire in February; beii^ 
obliged to breed in other places, becaufe the 
lake is almoft totally deflitute of ^ reeds and 
ruflies, in which they form their floating neft. 
The fkins are an elegant article of luxury, and 
fell for about twelve or fourteen {hilUngs each. 

From Villeneuve the road runs through a 
beautiful valley, four miles in width, confifting 

• Pcanajufs Brit. Zool. vol. iu No, 222, 
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of the richeft meadow and com land, very 
populous and finely wooded, bounded on each 
fide by the alps, with tops broken into vaft crags 
of various forms. I paffed near La Roche, 
where a director of the falt-works is ftationed 
by the government of Bern ; a place rendered 
memorable, by the refidence of Haller, who 
filled that office from 1758 to 1766, and pre- 
pared in this delightful retreat many of his 
numerous publications, particularly his immor* 
tal work on phyfiology- 

I left at a little diftance Yvorhe, ruined, in 
1584, by the lapfe of a mountain occafioned 
by an earthquake, crofled the torrent of La 
Grande £au, and halted at Aigle, a good town, 
feated beneath fome fmall round hills prettily 
covered with firs. This country was conquered 
from the Savoyards by Bern in 1475, ^^^ ^^ 
made a diftind government confifting of four 
Mandemens ; the governor refides at Aigle. 
This town was formerly governed by. the family 
of Torrens ; but in 1553 the laft count for- 
mally reiigned his pretentions at Bern. Thi^ 
government of Aigle reaches to the Pays de 
Vaud, and, when under the dominion of the 
houfe of Savoy, was comprifed within that 
diftrict; at prefent it is claiTed under the German 
divifion, although the language of the natives is 

French. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Aigle. 103 

Fr»ch. Further on the valley is greatly con- 
traded, and fo filled with trees as to appear a 
great foreft* The laburnum abounds in a \7ild 
ftate ; the wood is beautifully veined, of great 
ftrength, and much ufed for wedges and mufi- 
cal inilruments ; the variety with fhort fpikes 
of flowers has elegant veins, and is called the 
ebony of the Alps* Pliny fays its wood is the 
hardeft next to the ebony. The cornelian 
cherry is common in the hedges, and the fruit 
is frequently preferved with fugar. The Macba* 
kb cherry, or Prunus Machaleby is found in 
thefe parts ; the wood is red, of fine fcent, and 
in requeft for handles of knives ; it is known 
among cutlers by the name of Bois de St* Lucie; 
a piealant-fcented water is diftilled from the 
leaves, and the feeds are ufed to give a fragrancy 
to foap. Between Aigle and Bex is a mofl pidu- 
refque view of the caftle of St, Tryphon, on the 
fummit of an infulated rock in the middle of the 
(Jain; it is quite furrounded with wood, and 
realifes Milton's defcription of an ancient caftle, 

" BofonCd high in tufted trees.** 

I am informed it is built of marble, and probably 
of a beautiful black fpecies in the vicinity, St. 
Tryphon was a Phrygian, who is faid to have 
fuffered martyrdom at Nice in 251, at the time 
of the perfecution under the emperor Decius. 
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Bex is a fmall town at the foot of the moun-. 
tsuns, five miles from the fait- works at Bevieux ; 
in this diftria I obferved the larch in great 
plenty. Painters, from the time of Pliny to 
that of Raphael, trufted . their works to this 
wood, which the Roman naturalift ftyles im^ 
mortale lignum; it is reckoned excellent for 
all works which are to lie under water ; and 
the borderers on the lake of Geneva prefer it 
for building their veflels. In thefe parts I faw 
moft beautiful woods of chefnut ; Haller fays 
they extend fome leagues, and informs us that 
they are found in other parts of Switzerland, 
;ind even in defert places in fome of the tranf- 
alpine diftrifts; accident muft have brought 
them thither, as, according to Pliny, thefe 
trees were firft introduced into Europe fron^ 
Sardis. ^ 

Upon our arrival at the falt-fprings, I put on 
a workman's jacket, and went into the moun- 
tain about 3000 feet almoft horizontally. The 
gallery is fix feet high, and four broad, and 
as nicely hollowed as if cut with a chiflel; 
it is hewn in a black rock, veined in fome places 
with white gypfum. The fait is procured from 
fprings, which are found within a folid rock, 
perforated at a great expence ; the richefl: fource 
yields twenty-eight pound of fait per cent, and 
the pooreft but half a pound. Near thefe fprings 
5 ^^^ 
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are feveral warm fources, which contain a 
mixture of fait, but are fo ftrongly impreg* 
nated with fulphur as to dame when a lighted 
candle is put into the pipe through which they 
flow. No folid fait, excepting a few fmall 
cubes, has been yet difcovered ; but the moun- 
tain is replete with its particles. Rocks of 
white gypfum or alabafter, mixed with bluifli 
clay, are common near the fprings, in the fame 
manner as may be obferved in the pits of North- 
wich, in Clielhire. 

After travelling in this fubterraneous paflage 
near three quarters of a mile, I obferved a great 
wheel of thirty-five feet diameter, which raifes 
the brine from the depth of about feventy feet. 
From this place is a fliaft three hundred feet 
high, which is cut through the mountain to 
the furfacc, for the purpofe of introducing frefh 
air. I noticed two refervoirs hollowed in the 
folid rock for holding the brine j one was a 
hundred and fixiy feet fquare, and nine in depth. 
Since my firft expedition to thefe pits in 1776, 
the workmen had pierced the rock t^nty-five 
feet deeper, and cut a gallery a hundred feet in 
length; they had alfo begun to form a third 
refervoir, to contain 5500 cubic feet, which 
was nearly half finifhed. The brine depofit^d 
in thefe refervoirs is conveyed, by means of two 
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thotifand pipes, about a league to Bevieux, 
where the fait is ^xtrafted. The brine pits 
near Aigle contain only from two to one-half 
per cenUj and yield annually about a third as 
much as thofe of Bevieux, or about 5000 quin- 
tals. The fait is much whiter and heavier than 
that of Bevieux, and confequently bears a higher 
price. 

Thefe, which are the only falt-wdrks in Swit- 
zerland, fcarccly yield a nett yearly profit of 
more than ^. 3000, and furnifh only one-twelfth 
of the annual confumption of the canton. The 
remainder is procured chiefly from France,, 
which by treaty provides the Swifs ftates with 
this commodity at a moderate price ; indeed, fo 
high is the tax upon fait in that kingdom, that 
even the French fait is fold two-thirds cheaper 
in Switzerland, than in many parts of France •• 
The ordinary price of common fait throughout 
the canton is three halfpence per pound. 

• At Parisy where it is the deai*efh a pound of fait 
is fold for about 13 fols, or about fixpence of our money : 
m Ibme other pans of France, for iuftance in Tranche 
Comt^, a pound cofts only 4 or 5 fols ; but it is fumiihed 
to the Swifs at the rate of 2\ fols. The re;ider will 
recoiled that this account was written in 1776. 
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Valley and Lake ofjoux — Orbe — 5/. Bartbelemi — 
Tverdun. 

Yverdun, Sept. *]• 
'T" HE chain of mountains called the Jurop 
^ begins in the canton of Zuric, extends 
along the Rhine into the canton and bifiiopric * 
of Bafle, (Iretches into the canton of Soleure and 
the principality of Neuchatel, branches out 
towards the Pays de Vaud, feparates that coun- 
try irom Franche Comte and Burgundy, and 
continues beyond the frontiers of the Genevois 
as far as the Rhone. In various parts of the 
Pays de Vaud, this chain forms many elevated 
vallies much vifited by travellers, amongft which, 
not the lead remarkable, is the valley of the lake 
of JoUx, upon the top of that part of the Jura 
called Mont Joux, in the bailliage of Roman 
Motier. It contains feveral neat and well-peopled 
villages, is beautifully chequered with wood^ 
arable and pafture ground, and watered by 
the two pidurefquc lakes of Joux and Brenet. 

Near 
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Near the fmall village of Abbaye, a rivulet 
guflies from the bottom of the rock, and lofes 
itfelf in the larger lake. From the fmall lake 
defcends a ftream, which is loft in a hollow 
gulph called VEntonnoiry or the Funnel, a name 
common to feveral others in this place ; in this 
gulph feveral mills are turned by the force 
of the current. About two miles further, on 
the other fide of the mountain, the river Orbe 
burfts forth, and is probably produced by the 
ftream here ingulphed. 

This little. vale is very populous, containing 
'about three thoufand inhabitants, who are re- 
markably induftrious. Some make watches; 
but the greater part are employed in polifli- 
ing cryftals, granites, and marcafites. In the 
fmall village of Pont, where we lodged, moft 
of the inhabitants bear the furname of Ro- 
chat ; a name which alfo runs through the 
village of Charboniere, with the exception of 
only two or three families, and is prevalent like- 
wife in that of Abbaye: the whole number of 
thefe Rochats amounts to above a thoufand ; 
they are fuppofed to be defcendants of the fame 
family, and their anceftors came originally from 
France. Thefe parts are much infefted with 
bears and wolves. 

In 
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In defcending from this delightful fpot, 
through a variety of hill, valley, wood, and 
lawn ; we had a moft extenfive profpeft, com- 
prehendiEg great part of the Pays de Vaud, the 
lake of Geneva with its mountainous boundary, 
and that of Neuchatel. Thefe two lakes appear, 
from that high point of view, to be nearly upon 
the fame level *, with no conGderable fwell of 
the country intervening. 

We paffed through a beautiful and piclurefque 
country from Roman Motier to Orbe j which, 
according to antiquaries, was the moft ancient 
town, and once the moft powerful, of all Hel- 
vetia ; it was called Urba, and was the capital of 
the Pagus Urbigenus ; no remains, however, 
exift at prefent of its ancient fplendour. Some 
antique fortifications, an old caftle, and a round 
tower, are works probably of later and more 
turbulent times ; erefted, perhaps, when this 
country was divided into a number of feudal 
fovereignties. I am greatly pleafed with the 
romantic fituaixon of the town, the boldnefs of 
the fingle-arched bridge projefting over the 
Orbe, the wild fcenery on the banks of that 
river, the frequent cat-iracls, and the pifturefque 
views in the environs. 

• Accordin:: to Mr. Je Lnc, the lake of N'juchiitel is 
KQ French feet above chat of Geneva. 

M. Vcnel, 
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M. Vend, an eminent furgedn of this town, 
has formed, under the proteftion of the govern- 
ment of Bern, an eftablifliment which welf 
deferves the attention of the humane and curious 
traveller. It is an infirmary' for the reception 
of thofe objefts who are born with diftorted 
limbs, or owe that misfortune to accident. The 
children are lodged and boarded in the houfe^ 
under the care of his afliftant, who charges 
himfelf with all the detail of houfekeeping, and 
of inftrufting thofe, whofe age renders it 
requifite that their education (hould not be 
neglefted. M. Venel's fkill in improving and ^ 
fimpliiying the machines neceffary for his pur- 
pofe, has been fufficiently attefted by various 
cures. 

Though he chiefly confines his attempts to 
infants and children, yet he has performed feve- 
ral cures on adults. His mott efficacious re- 
medy is a machine which he has invented to 
embrace the patients' limbs when in bed, and 
which is contrived to aft without difturbing 
their reft. Ingenious as his method is, yet 
he acknowledges, that much of his- fuccefs 
depends on mild treatment and continual 
infpeftion. I was convinced indeed of the 
mildnefs of his treatment, by obferving feveral 
of thefe children, from four to ten years of 
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age, crawling about the ground, and diverting * 
themfelves with great cheerfulnefs, ahhough 
cafed up in their machinery. It may not per« 
haps be unworthy of remark, that M. Venef, 
on the admiffion of a miferable objed:, takes ia 
plaifter of Paris the figure of the diftorted limbs, 
in order to demonftrate the progrefs of the cure. 
Such an eftablifliment redounds highly to the 
honour of M. Venel, and the government who 
prote£ts it, and is worthy of imitation in all 
countries. 

Orbe, which is governed by its own magi« 
(bates, is comprifed within the baiiliage of 
Echalens, belonging to Bern and Friburgh; 
thefe two cantons alternately fend a bailif, who 
refides at Echalens, and remains in office during 
five years. When Bern appoints the bailif, an 
appeal lies from his decifions to the fovereign 
council of Friburgh ; as it does to the govern- 
ment of Bern, when he is nominated by Fri- 
burgh. By thefe means a great check is laid 
upon the exa^ions of the bailif, and I am 
informed, that juflice is nowhere more equally 
adminidered than in thefe common bailliages of 
the two cantons. 

Perhaps one of the mod beautiful and finefl 
poiitions in Switzerland is the caftte of St. Bar- 
tbelemi, the feat of Count d'Affry, colonel of 
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the Swifs guards ; and now inhabited by his foif| 
count Louis d'Aflry, to whom I was indebted 
for a moft kind and friendly reception. This 
ancient family-feat ftands on an eminence in the 
bailliage of Echalens, about three miles from 
Orbe, near the high road from Laufanne to 
Yverdun. The fides of the eminence are fea- 
thered with wood, and below are rich fields and 
meadows of the fineft verdure, watered by two 
lively torrents which unite and form the Falun. 
Upon the high road, the count has reared an 
obeliik, on which he has infcribed, in the true 
fpirit of toleration, ** Praife GqcI, all ye nations^** 
in the Englifli, Latin, French, and German 
languages. 

The caftle commands a profpeO: of a moft 
fertile apd well-wooded country, gently. broken 
into hill and dale ; on one iide appears a diftant 
view of the Jura and the hills of Burgundy and 
Franohe Comte ; on the other, the horizon is 
bounded by the rugged alps in the canton of 
Bern and in the Vallais, by Mount Velain, the 
highell point of St. Bernard, and Mont Blanc, 
whofe fuperior elevation above the furrounding 
heights is fuch, that its fummit reflefts the 
rays of the rifing fun feveral minutes fooner, and 
retains thofe of the fetting fun feveral minutes 
later than any of the circumjacent mountains. 

From 
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» 
From St. Barthelemi we defcended into the 

plain, which ftretches to the lake of Yverdun, 
and was formerly covered as far as Entreroches 
(three leagues from its prefent pofition) and 
probably further, by that lake : it is now, for 
a confiderable part, a great fwamp. Within a 
quarter of a mile of the town, are warm baths 
which are ftrongly fulphureous, and much fre- 
quented during the fummer months. 

Yverdun is large, airy, and well-built with 
ftone, like the towns in the Pays de Vaud : it 
ftands near the lake, in a fmall iiland formed by 
the two branches of the river Thiele. Between • 
the town and the lake a pleafant lawn extends 10 
the water, planted with avenues of lime-trees. 
Yverdun carries on fcarcely any trade, and its 
principal fupport arUes from the paffage of the 
merchandife betweSl Piedmont and Germany. 
This town is celebrated for its printing-prefs, 
eftabliflied in the beginning of the prefent cen* 
tury; but entirely neglefted until^ fome years 
ago, it was renewed by Felice^ a Neapolitan of 
learning and abilities. 

The lake of Yverdiin, or of Neuchatel, 
ftretches from fouth to north about twenty miles 
in length, and in fome places about five in 
breadth ; its fhores near Yverdun are covered 
with country-houfes. 

VoL.n. I It 



Digitized by 



Google 



114 l;etter 44. 

It is extraordinary, that the dull and taftekfs 
nnifottnity of the French gardens fhould have 
been adopted by the Swifs, whofe country 
abounds with noble and pi&urefque fituations, 
and where nature wantons in the mod luxuriant 
Variety. I have frequently obferved, in the 
ftiidft of the moft romantic fcenes, a majeftic 
foreft fliced into regular alleys, and at the very 
borders of the fine lakes, artificial pools of 
water edged with fun-burnt parterres. / 

Should any perfon in this inftance accufe me 
of national prejudice, let me exclaim with Vol- 
taire, who certainly cannot be convifted of par- 
tiality to the Englifli : 

yar£nsplantfs ^fyvmetrkf 
Jirhret nams tires auxcr death 
Celui qui vout mt mmiveau 
En vain s*applaudit^ fe r eerie; 
En voyant ce petit moreeauy 
Jardins ilfaut queje vousftuef 
Trop d^art me revobe ei m^emttHe : 
y*aime mienx cws vifies foretsy 
La nature Uhre et bardie 
IrreguUere dansfes truits 
S*accorde avec mafantafie. 

I am» &c» 
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Cranfon — }>Ieuchatel—M. Purfs BenefaSims. 

'IX/E Ikkted the weft fide of the lake of 
Neuchatel thtx>ugh Granfon, the prmcipai 
town of a bailliage of that name, belonging to 
Bern and Friburgh, and remarkable for the 
batde in which Charles the Bold, duke of 
Burgimdy, was defeated by the Swifs in 1476^ 
We entered the principality of Neuchatel about 
fix miles from that town, and pafTed through 
St. Aubin, Boudri, Colombier, lying pleafantly 
tipon the borders of the water. The road runs 
aking the fide of the Jura, through a country 
thai refembled, in fome meafure, the diftrid of 
Xa Vauz, between Laufanne and Vevay : the 
iides of the Jura are almoft the whole way 
covered with vines, fupported in many parts by 
low ftone walls. The borders are more uniforca 
than dK>fe of the lake of Geneva, and do not 
rife mto fuch high, irregular, and grotefquc 
alps as the coaft of Chablais. Towards Granfon 
and St. Aubin, the country is more diverfified 
with meadowi and com-ficlds ; nearer to Neu- 
1 2 chatel. 
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^^chatel, the fummits of the mountains are clot&erf 
with foreft, and the midland and lower parts- 
entirely planted with vines; 

Between the lake and the Jura many flreama 
burft from the rock, and, after turning feveral 
mills, fall into the lake at a little diftance from 
their fource. The largeft is that of La Serriere, 
near a fmall village of the fame name, which we 
croffed in our way to Colombicr, where we 
dined with a family whofe acquaintance we had 
formed at the baths of Leuk, We palled a very 
agreeable day with thefe amiable perfons ; by 
whom we were received with that franknefs 
and unaffected eafe which charafterifes true 
politenefs. 

After dinner fome muficians of the country 
performed the Rmz des vaches^ that famous air 
which was forbidden to be played among the 
Swifs troops in the French fervice ; as it awa- 
kened in the foldiers fuch a longing recoUeftion 
of their native country, that it often produced 
a fettled melancholy, and occafioned frequent 
defertion. The French call this fpecies of 
patriotic regret^ la malacUe du pays. There is 
nothing peculiarly ftriking in the tune ; but, as 
it is compofed of the moft fimple notes, the 
powerful effeft of its melody upon the Swifs 
foldiers, in a foreign land, is lefs furprifing. 

Nothing 
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Nothing indeed revives fo lively a remembrance 
of former fcenes, as a piece of favourite mufic 
which we were accuftomed to hear amid our 
earlieft and deareft connexions : upon fuch an 
occafion, a long train of aflfociated ideas arife 
in the mind, and melt it into tendernefc. To 
ufe the language of poetry^ 

. There is in fouls afympaihy with founds. 

Wherever I have heard 
A kindred mdcdyy the fcene recurs ^ 
And with it oU its pleafures and its pairts*» 

It is obfervable, that thofe who inhabit moun- 
t^aous countries are moft fubjeft to this maladic 
dupays^ becaufe their habits of life are effen- 
dally different from the cufloms and manners of 
other parts. Accordingly, the Scotch high- 
landers, and the Bifqayans, as well as the Swifs, 
when abfent from their homles, are peculiarly 
apt to be affefted with every circumftance that 
recalls it to their minds.. 

The town of Neuchatel is fmall, and contains 
about 3000 fouls. It lies partly upon the little 
plain between the lake and the Jura, and partly 
upon the declivity of that mountain ; in confe- 
quence of which fituation, fome of the ftreets arg 

♦ Covpcr's Tafk, book vi. 
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very fteep. At the commencement of the prcfent 
century^ commerce was almoft wholly unknown 
in this town, as the ridiculous pride of its being 
deemed degrading generally prevailed among 
the inhabitants ; this fenfdefs prejudice is now, 
however, nearly extinguilhed. The chief article 
of exportation is wine, produced from the 
neighbouring vineyards, and much efteemed> 
manufaAures alfo of printed linens and cottons, 
have been eftabliflied with fuccefs ; and within 
thefe few years, feveral merchants have raifed 
large fortunes. 

oa. 3, 1786. 
The mildnefs of the government, and the 
general well-being of the inhabitants, are vifibly 
demonftrated from the increafe of population,, 
and the prodigious influx of fettlers. The 
number of fouls in the principality of Neuchatel 
and Vallengin being, in 1752, only 28,017 fub- 
jefts, and 4318 aliens, amounted, in 1784, to 
31,576 fubjefls, and 9704 aliens, which gives 
an increafe of near a fourth part within the 
fpace of thirty-two years. The facility of ac- 
quiring the burgherfliip of Neuchatel has alfo 
prevented any decreafe of inhabitants. Thus 
the magiftrates, between the years 1760 and 
X770, admitted forty-one burghers; from 1770 

to 
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to 1780, forty.fix; from 1780 to 1785, fifty* 
one; in all, a hundred and thirty-eight. Many 
of thefe fetders had children before they pur* 
chafed the burgherfhip ; thh-ty- eight were 
foreigners, either German, French, or Swifs. 

Several public works and buildings have been 
lately erefted at Neuchatel, at an expence far 
exceeding the revenues, or even wants of this 
Kttle ftate. Amongft others I Ihall mention a 
foperb caufeway leading towards the valley of 
St Imier, and a town-houfe, built of fuch folid 
materials, as if intended to furvive to the moft 
diftant pofterity, and rival the duration of the 
much-famed Roman capitol *. 

The perfon, to whom the burghers of Neu- 
chatel principally owe the embellilhment of their 
town, is M. David Pury, late banker of the 
court at Lifbon. He was a citizen of Neuchatel, 
and was born in 1 709 : his father was mayor 
of Ligniere?, afterwards coFonel and juftice of 
peace in South Carolina, and founder of Purif- 
burgh. Having received his education in his 
native town, he quitted it, as fome fay, in great 
poverty, and repaired to Geneva, where he paifed 
his apprenticefhip, but in ^hat houfe, or in what 
trade, the perfon, who obligingly furniflied me 

• CapttfR iMMOBiLEySixiraiii Virgil. 
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with thefe anecdotes, did not mention. From 
Geneva he went to London, and afted as one 
of the clerks to an eminent jewelkr, where 
he acquired great ikill in eftimating the value 
of diamonds. After a long refidencc in Eng- 
land, he eftablifiied himfelf in Lifbon, and 
carried on an extenfive commerce, particularly 
in brazil-wood and precious (tones. Being 
appointed court banker, he rapidly increafed his 
fortune. This generous man, however, did 
not, with a parfimony ufual in perfons who 
have enriched themfelves by commerce, confign 
his money to his coffers, or fparingly diftribute 
his largeffes ; on the contrary, while living, he 
remitted large fums of money to his native 
town, and being unmarried, and having only 
diftant relations, left his country his heir. The 
following is a lift of the fums which he gave 
away, either in charitable donations, or for the 
improvement gf Neuchatel, 

From the year 1771 to 1786, ;^. 100 annu- 
ally for the poor of Neuchatcl, and the fame 
fum for thofe of Vallengin, which, for fifteen 
years, amounts to £. 3000. Different fums at 
various periods, and ^r divers ufes, to January 
1785, amounting to ;^. 15,900. To this muft 
be added the purchafe of near 7000 tickets in 
the lottery towards raifmg a fund for building 

an4 
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juid endowing an hofpital, which tickets he alfq 
prefented to the faid hofpitaL He died on the 
31ft of May 1785; and the remains of his 
fortune, bequeathed to his country, after the 
payment of a few legacies, did not fall (hort of 
jT. 160,060, which, together with the contribu- 
dons in his life-time, render his benefafUons 
equal to almoft £. 200,000. 

His grateful country obtained from the king 
of Pruffia the title of baron in his favour ; a 
ride which, through his fingular modefty, he 
neither bore nor ufed in the fignature of his 
letters. The citizens of Neuchatel have placed 
the portrait of this generous benefaftor in one of 
the apartments in which government affembles, 
and have ordered a marble buft to be executed 
for the new town-houfe* 
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Expedition to Lock and Cbaux de Fond* 

Neuchately Sept. iz. 

T AM charmed with an expedition to the fum- 
^ mit of the Jura ; and will give you a fhort 
account of it, while the impreflion remains warm 

upon my mind. 

The principality of Neuchatel and Vallengin^ 
'firetches from the lake to the limits qf Franche 
Comtc; containing in length, from north to* 
Ibuth) about twelve leagues, and about fix in its 
greateft breadth. The diftrift of Neuchatel oc- 
cupies all the plain, together with the lower parts 
of the mountains ; while Vallengin is totally 
enclofed within the Jura. Parallel chains of 
the Jura run from eaft to weft, and form, in the 
moft elevated parts, feveral valleys. The lower 
grounds of this chain are arable lands and vine- 
yards : the higher confift of large trafts of foreft, 
which in many parts have been cleared, and 
converted into confiderable paftures, intermixed 
with fome fields of barley and oats. But the 
fingular genius and induftry of the numerous 

inhabitants^ 
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Inhabitants, particularly demand the attentioa 
of every curious traveller. 

We paffed through Vallengin^ the capital of the 
diftTift; a fmall open burgh, with a modem 
caftle built on fome ancient ruins; and theo 
crofled the Val de Ruz, containing above twenty 
villages, fituated at the foot of the mounta^s 
which border the valley: the inhabitants in 
general are employed in agriculture, fome few 
excepted, who follow occafionally the mecha* 
nical arts. We arrived about mid-day at La 
Chaux de f*ond, a large handfome village lying 
in a broad valley which reaches to Francbe 
Comte: from thence we proceeded to Locle, 
through a continued range of pleafmg cottages, 
which ikirt both fides of the road, and are 
fcattered likewife over the country. 

La Cbaux de Fond and Locle, together with 
the diftrids belonging to them, may contain 
about fix thoufand inhabitants, diftinguiihed 
for their genius, induftry, and (kill in the 
mechanical arts. They carry on an exten-^ 
five trafEc in lace, ftockings, cutlery, and 
other articles of their own manufafture ; but 
particularly excel in watch-making, and every 
branch of clock-work* All forts of workmen 
ueceflary for the completion of that bufinefs, 
fuch as painters, enamellers, engravers, and 

gilders. 
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gilders, are found in thefe villages; where, 
upon an average, about forty thoufand watches 
are yearly made. The genius and induftry, 
indeed, obfervable upon thefe mountains, exhi- 
bit a fcene uncommonly pleafing ; as every indi- 
vidual is fure, not only of obtaining a comfort- 
able maintenance, but alfo of foon placing hi$ 
children in a way of procuring their own liveli- 
hood, the people marry very early. 

Not many years ago, the greater part of thefe 
valleys was almoft one continued foreft ; but the 
wonder-working powers of induftry have happily 
changed the fcene into flouriftiing villages and 
fertile paflures. The increafe of population will 
appear from the following faft : Formerly the 
produce of the country was more than fufficient 
for the confutnption of the inhabitants ; at pre- 
fent, although confiderably more cultivated, it 
fcarccly furniflies an eighth part of the provi- 
funs ncceflary for interior confumption; the 
remainder is drawn from Franche Comte. And 
no wonder; for befide the natural efFeft of 
their frequent and early marriages, every 
ftranger, who brings a certificate of his good 
behaviour, is at liberty to fenle, and follow any 

trade without the leaft reftriftion.* Here no 

« 

apprenticefhip is neceffary, nothing is contraband, 
and induftry exerts herfelf untaxed. 

9 Befide 
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' Befide thofe particular arts I have already 
mentioned, feveral inhabitants of Locle and La 
Chaux de Fond are well (killed in other branches 
of mechanical fcience, and have invented ufe* 
ful mathematical and aftronomical inftruments* 
Among thofe who have eminently diftinguiflied 
themfelves in this way, is the famous Jaquet 
Droz, who is now at Paris, and tvhofe fon exhi- 
bited In England feveral automatical figures of 
a very lingular and furprifing conftru6lion : one 
played upon the harpfichord, another drew land- 
fcapes, and, what is (till more extraordinary, a 
third copied any word prefented to it, or wrote 
down whatever was diftated by any of the com- 
pany- Thefe are certainly wonderful inventions, 
and feem to exalt the powers of mechanifm ; but 
ftill they are mere toys, and an unworthy wade 
of great genius : it is Swift making riddles. 
How much more laudably, and with equal fuc- 
cefs, might the fame talents and application have 
been exerted in improving, or adding to, thofe 
inftruments and apparatus, which are neceflary 
to the aftronomer and natural philofopl^er ! 

The origin of watch-making in thefe parts, as 
related by M. Ofterwald, the hiftoriographer ot 
thefe (Dountains, is extremely curious ; the 
truth of his account was confirmed to me by 
fieveral artifts both of Locle and La Chaux de 

Fond. 
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Fond. In 1679, one of the inhabitants brought 
from London a watch, which being out of order, 
lie entrufted it to Daniel John Richard, of La 
Sagne. Richard, after examining the mecha- 
nifm with great attention, determined to at- 
tempt making a watch from the model before 
him : but being deftitute of every other refource 
than the powers of his own native genius, 
he employed a whole year in inventing and 
finifhing the inftruments previoufly neceffary; 
and in fix months from that period (by the folc 
force of his own penetrating and perfevering 
talents) produced a complete watch* But his 
induftry did not flop here: befides applying 
himfelf fuccefsfuUy to the invention of feveral 
new inftruments ufeful for the perfeftion of hi» 
work, he took a journey to Geneva, where he 
gained coniiderable information in the art. He 
continued for fome time the only watchmaker in 
thefe parts ; but bufinefs increaiing, he inftrtided 
ieveral ailbciates; by whofe afliftance he was 
enabled to fupply from his fingle (hop all the 
demands of the neighbouring country. Towards 
the beginning of the prefcnt century he removed 
to Locle, where he died in 1741, leavbg five 
fons, who followed their father's occupation. 
The knowledge and praftice of the art gradually 
fpread itfelf, is now become almoft the univerfal 
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occupation of the inhabitants, and may be 
deemed the principal caufe of the populatioil 
obfervable in thefe mountains. 

The inventive genius of this mechanical 
people difcovers itfelf upon all occafions, where 
it can be applied tp the purpofes of their conve- 
nience and accommodation. To give an in- 
ftance : the rocks in mod parts of the alps 
being exceedingly hard and foUd, the waters 
ufually make their way along their fides, and 
ru(h down in perpetual torrents ; but the ftrata 
which compofe the Jura being lefs firm and 
compaft, the rains and melted fnow penetrating 
into the crevices, form fubterraneous channels, 
and iflne in rivulets at the bottom of the moun- 
tains« The peafants, availing themfelves of this 
pecnliarity, have, in the midft of thefe fubter- 
raneous channels, with much labour, ereded 
mills, which are turned by the defcending tor- 
rents. They have conftrufted wheels in places 
where it feemed fcarcely prafticable, invented 
new modes of fcaffolding, and a great variety 
of other ingenious contrivances in order to faci- 
litate their work. 

The natives are exceedingly courteous to 
ftrangers who vifit their country. They are in 
general well informed in feveral branches of 
knowledge, and, as they ufually employ their 
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jieifure hours in reading, many of the villages 
contain circulating libtaries. The houfes are 
plaiftered and white-waihed ; though fmall^ are 
commodious and well built^ and furnifhed with 
a degree of neatnefs, and even elegance, peculi- 
arly flriking in thefe fequeftered mountains. 

The rock which forms the bafe of the Jura, 
is moftly compofed of calcareous ftone ; and 
perhaps there is ho fpot in Europe where fuch 
large quantities of petrified Shells and marine 
plants are found in fo fmali a fpace. Near Locle 
1 obferved a ridge of hills, that feemed to con- 
lift entirely of pierres arborifeesy or ftoncs bear- 
ing the impreffion of plants. 

Such perfeft eafe and plenty reigns through- 
out thefe mountains, that I fcarcely faw one 
objeft of poverty : the natural effefts of induftry 
under a mild and equitable government. It 
is of thefe vallies, and of their inhabitants, that 
Rouffeau gives fo enchanting a defcription in 
his letter to D'Alembert. 

In returning, we had a moft fublime profpeft 
of the lakes of Neuchatel, Bienne, and Morat, 
with the high and rugged chain of alps ftretch. 
ing from the cantons of Bern and Friburgh, as 
far as the Vallais, and the mountains of Cha'» 
blais. 

I am, &cj 
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Government of NeuchaieL 

AFTER the extinAion of the kingdom of 
Arks or Burgundy, Neuchatel iiras go* 
vomed by a fucceffion of petty fovereigns. The 
direA line £uling, the country was pofleffed by 
a collateral branch, the counts of Friburgh, in 
oppofition to the counts of Chalons, who claimed 
it as liege lords. On the extinction of the male 
Une it was transferred to the family of Hochberg, 
and the heirefs of this houfe conveyed it in mar- 
riage to Louis d' Orleans, duke of LonguevtUe^ 
(1504). His lad defcendant, Mary d'Orleans, 
duchefs of Nemours, dying in 1707 without 
iffae, numerous claimants appeared ; but the 
r%ht of Frederic the Firft, king of Pruflia, as 
heir to the houfe of Chalons, was acknowledged 
by the ftates of the country ; and it now 
forms part of the Pruffian dominions. 

Neuchatel is alfo an ally of the Helvetia 
confederacy, by means of treaties of com-r 
burgerfhip with Soleurej Bern, Friburgh, and 
Lucem. 

Vol. IL K The 
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The conftitution of Neuchatel is a limited 
monarchy. The machine of this government is 
indeed aAuated by fiich nice fprings, and its 
motions are fo exceedingly complicated, that 
a ftranger cannot readily diftinguifli, with any 
degree of accuracy, the prerogatives of the 
fovereign, and the franchifes of the people : par- 
ticularly as fome, even of their moft important 
privileges, depend upon mutual acquiefcence and 
immemorial cuftom, and not upon written laws. 
I (hall endeavour, however, to trace the princi* 
pal features of this government ; the refult of 
my bed inquiries during my continuance at 
NeuchateL 

Upon his acceffion Frederic the Firft figned 
and ratified certain general articles, which in 
a great meafure eftabliflied the prerogatives of 
the prince, and the liberties of the fubje£t. 
Befide thefe general articles, others were added 
at the paciAcacion of 1768, which terminated 
the difpute between the fovereign and fubjeft. 
By this pacification, the king not only renewed 
his aiTent to the ^^»^r^?/ articles, but alfo explained 
them, wherever their tenor had been miftaken j 
exprefsly confirming alfo feveral other privileges 
in favour of the people, which had hitherto been 
equivocal, or not duly obferved, 

. The 



Digitized by 



Google 



Govenment tfNeuchateU 131 

The mod important of thefe general articles 
ire: 

!• The Ibvereign promifea to maintain the 
tleformed religion as by law eftablifhed ; and to 
tolerate no other fed, except within the diilrifls 
of Landeron and Creflier, where the catholic 
religion is dominant. 2^ No perfon but a native 
of the country is capable of holding any civil or 
military chaige^ excepting that of governor, 
who may be a foreigner ; and the fame incapa- 
city is eactended even to natives^ who are in the 
fervice of a foreign prince. 3. All the fubje£ls 
have a right to enter into the fervice of a foreign 
power, provided that power is not in adual war 
dgainft the prince, as fovereign of Neuchatel ; 
and if the fovereign (hould be oigaged in ho(li« 
litie^, which do not concern Neuchatel, that 
ftate may continue neuter, except the Helvetic 
body Ihould be involved In the conteft*.. 

4* Juflice 

• The laft claufe of this article is not fo clearly 
worded as it might have been ; from a delicacy, I fup- 
pofc, of not exprefsly ftipulating, that the ftate oF Neu- 
chatel and Vallengin may oppofe tbeif fovereign by arms, 
in ciafe the Swifs (hould be engaged in war againft 
him. It is evident, however, that they confid^r their 
cooncdion with. the Helvetic body^ a$ of fuperior obliga- 
K 2 tion 
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4* Jaftice ihall be equitably admmiftcred ; and, 
for this purpofe, the three eftates of Neuchatel 
and Vallengin ffiall be annually affetnbled* 
5. The magiftrates and olScers of juftice, in- 
ftead of holding their employments during 
pleafure, (hall enjoy them during their good 
behaviour. By the late pacification it was 
ftirther agreed, that the prince is not himfelf 
the judge of their good behaviour j and they 
cannot be deprived of their places, unleft they 
are fiilly convifted of malverfation in office, by 
certain judges at Neuchatel appointed for that 
puTpofe. 6. The fovereign fliall take the accuf- 



tion to that with their prince» as fovereign of Neuchatel 
and ValleDgm. 

The remarkable claufe in queftion is as follows : 
J?/ qu*fn outre et amfirmement a fics arttda exfret et for* 
meh des firtmchijhi tant de Ja hourgeot/ie de.NeufcbdUl que de 
cille de yaUengitif cet Etat ne fniffe etre engage dans aucune 
guerre J m lesft^ets d*iceiui Mges d'y marcher y que ce ne foit 
pour la propre guerre du Prince^ c^eji a dire^ pour la defence 
de PJSJat, -et pour let guerres que le Prince pourroit avoir en 
tant que fouverain de Neufohatel et non au/rement •• en forte 
que i*il avoit guerre pour ra'tfon de quel que autre Etat^ terres 
et feigneuriee, PElat de Neufchdle! ne foit point obRge d^y 
entrer ; mats en ce cos devra demeurer dans lu neutralite, a 
mains que tot^t le corps Hehettque en general n^y prit part et 
tnfiret. 
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tooked oath upon his acceffion ; and promife to 
maiatam all the rights, liberties, franchifes, and 
cuftoms, written or unwritten. 

It 16 remarkable, that one of the mod eflential 
rights of the fubje£t depends upon immemorial 
ufage ; for, that " the fovereign fhall be con. 
*' fidered as refident only at Neuchatel,*' is in the 
number of their unwritten immunities. Now 
this privilege, in conjun^ion with the third 
article, forms the bafis of their civil liberty. 
By the former, the prince, when abfent, can 
only addrefs his fubjeds through \m governor 
and council of ftate, and no fubjed can be tried 
out of the country, or otherwife than by judges 
appointed by the conftitution : by the latter, 
Ihould the king of Pruffia be at war with all 
Europe, the people of Neuchatel and Vallen- 
gin are by no means obliged to arm in his 
defence \ but individuals may even ferve againfl: 
him, fo long as the powers whom they ferve 
are not engaged in hoflilities againft their 
country ♦. 

* When Henry duke of LongueviI]e» and ibvereign 
of Neuchatel, was, in 165Q, fent to the caftle of Vin- 
cennesy Felix de MarevaU captain of the Swifs guards, 
kept guard in his turn, though he was citizen of Neu- 
chatel, at the door of the prifon, in which ku fiverdgn 
w^ confined. 

K 3 Befide 
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Beiide thefe general articles, that compreheD4 
the privileges of the people at large, there aro 
others which the fovereign is equally bound to 
maintain, relating to the town of Neifchatel s^d 
the diftrid of Vallengin, in particular. 

The prince confers nobility, nominates to 
principal oiEces of (late, both civil and 
military, and appoints the chatelains and 
mayors, who prefide in the courts of jufticet 
His revenues, which fcarcely amount to JT. 500Q 
a-year, arife from certain 4^°^^^^^$, from a 
fmall land-tax, from the tithes of wine and 
corn, and frojn the tenth of the value on 
the fale of immoveables. With regard to com? 
merce^ no fubjed pays any duties either of im? 
portadon or exportation, except for foreign wines 
imported into the town of Neuchatel. 

During the abfence of the prince, he is repre- 
fented by a governor of his own appoindng, who 
enjoys confiderable honours, but is extremely 
limited in his authority. He convokes the three 
eftates, prefides in that a0embly, and has the 
calling vote when the fuffrages are equal; he 
enjoys the power, in criminal cafes, of pardon- 
ing, or of midgating the fentence. In the 
governor's abfence his place is fupplied by ^^ 
fenior counfellor of (late* 

The 
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The three eftates of Neuchatel form the fa* 
perior tribunal, and receive appeals from th^ 
inferior courts of juftice. They are compofed 
of twelve judges^ divided into three efhites : 
the firft conHfb of the four fenior counlellors 
of fiate, who are noble ; the fecond^ of the four 
iihatelains of Landeron, Boudry, Val de Travers, 
and Thielle*; and in cafe of abfence, their 
place is fupplied by the refpe^ye mayors in the 
principality of Neuchatel, according to a regu« 
lated order; the third is compofed of four 
couofi^llors of^ thp town of Neuchatel. The 
judge.s io the firft and fecpnd divifioq hold their 
places for life ; thofe in the third are appointed 
annually. This body ordinarily affembles eyery 
year in the month of May } but |s pqpypl^ed 
extraordinarily upon particular occ^f^gps ; the 
town of Neuchatel is always the plapQ of meet* 
ing. 

The three eftates are not the reprefentatives 
of the people, nor do (hey poflfefs the legiflative 
authority. They are, properly fpeaking, the 
fupreme court of judicature^ which receives all 

• The principality of Neuchatel is divided into ^ ccr? 
tain number of diftri^Sy fome of which are denominated 
tiauttabiesp and others mayoraltsei. The 4dii«fs of the 
former are called cbaieiain^, and of (he lattor mfyoff : iu 
f very ptlfef refpeft their office and pQwer is the fame. 
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appeals, and decides finally all caufes, even thofe 
relating to the fovereignty of the country: a 
power which they exerdfed in the year 1707, 
upon the exdndion of the dire& Une in the 
perfon of the duchefs of Nemours. 

It may be here not unworthy of remark, that 
the three eftates decided the famous caufe of the 
fucceiEon in 1707, as aprocefs between the feve- 
ral claimants of the fovereignty. But if (in fail- 
ure of claimants) a new fovereign was to be 
chofen, or a new form of goverun^^nt eftablifhed, 
the queftion would no longer be confidered as 
amenable to a court of judicature j but would 
be referred to the people aflembled by means of 
their reprefentatives. 

The council of (late is invefted with the 
ordinary adminiflration of government, fuper- 
intends the general police, and is entrufted 
with the execution of the laws. The members 
nominated by the fovereign are not limited in 
number. The prince exercifes his autho* 
rity by means of this council, in which he is 
always confidered as perfonaily prefiding : the 
power of the prefident is only to convoke the 
aflembly, to propofe the fubjeft of their conH* 
deration, to coiled; the votes, and to decide 
when the voices are equal. The ordinances of 
the council are previoufly communicated to the 

miniftraux 
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mifujlraux of Neuchatel, who are to certify, that 
they contain nothing contrary to hw. 

The town of Neuchatel enjoys very confider- 
able privileges: it has the care of the police 
within its own diftridby * and is governed by its 
own magiftracy, confiding of a Great and Little 
Council. I will not trouble you with a detail of 
the Several departments; but I cannot omit 
mentioning the mini/irauxy becaufe the members 
of that body form the third eftate on every aft 
of legiflation. The mini/lraux are a kind of 
committee from the council of the town, en- 
frufted with the adminiftration of the police, 
"yhey confift of the two prefidents of that coun- 
cil, four mafter-burghers drawn from the Little 
Council, and the bannerety or guardian of the 
people's liberties. The prefideat and mafter- 
burghers are changed every two years ; the 
banneret is chofen by the general aflembly of 
the citizens, and continues in office during fix 
years. 

The legiilative authority is fo complicated, 
that it would be no eafy talk to determine pre- 
cifely where It abfolutely refides. Perhaps an 
account of the perfons concerned, and of the 
forms obferved, in enafting and promulgating 
laws, may affift in clearing the diiEculty, 

As 
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As foon as thecaufes are decided by the three 
eftates aflembled in the month of May, the four 
judges, who form the third eftate, retire, and 
are fapplied by the four mini/lraux. The attor«^ 
ney<*general then defires the members of the 
three eftates to take into confideration, whether 
it is neceflary to frame any new laws? When a 
new ordinance is propofed, a declaration 1%^ 
drawn up, and delivered to the council of ftate 
for their deliberation, whether it is contrary to 
the prerogatives of the prince, or to the rights of 
the fubje£l ? From thence it is communicated to 
the council of the town, in order to he examined, 
whether it infringes the privileges of the Qiti^ens, 
If adopted by the council of (late, and thQ council 
of the town, it is propofed to the prtQce fof his 
approbation or rejedion : in the former qaf^p^ it 
is again publicly read before the three e(t^tfS| 
and the governor, or prefident, declares the 
sqjprobation of the fovereign, Ic is then pro- 
mulgated, or, as the expreflion is, paifed into a 
law by the three eftates. 

Since the acceflion ofthehoufe ofBranden* 
burgh, the people of Vallengin are always con- 
fulted upon the framing of a new law. For 
this purpofe the three mafter-burghers of Val- 
lengin examine, whether it contains any thing 

inconfillent 
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inconfiftent with the franchifesof that diftri£): ? in 
which cafe they have the power of remonftrating 
Co the governor in council. 

From this detail it (hould feem, that the legit 
lative authority refides conjunctively in the 
priaee^ the council of ftate, and the town; that 
the people of Valiengin have a kind of negative 
voice, and that the three eftates propofe and 
promulgate the laws. 

Every year^ at the conclufion of the aflembly 
of the three eftates of Neuchatel, thofe of Val- 
iengin, as conftituting the fupreme court of 
judicature for that country, meet at Valiengin, 
and decide finally all appeals from the inferior 
icourts of juftice. The J!rji of thefe three eftates 
is formed by the fame four noble and fenior 
counfellors, who fie in the firil of the three 
eftates of Neuchatel ; Hitfecond by four mayors 
of the /county of Valiengin ; and the third by 
four members of the court of juftice of Valien- 
gin, nominated by the mayor of Valiengin* 
The governor, or, in his abfence, the fenior 
counfellor, prefides, as in thofe of NeuchateL 
The three eftates of Valiengin teive no interfer- 
ence in any a£l of legiilation : the laws which 
have been framed or amended at Neuchatel 
beiQg fimply remitted to them by the folicitor- 
general, and publicly read* 

The 
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Thie people of Vallengin aflemble every three 
years in an open plain, to cltSt their three 
majter-burghersy who are refpeftively chofen 
from the inhabitants of the burgh of Vallengin^ 
of the Vai de Ruz, and of the mountains. The 
function of thefe mafter-burghers is to watch 
over the general interefts of the people : they 
are alfo in fome cafes deputed to Neuchatel by 
the people, whenever they are fummoned by the 
governor and council of ftate, in relation to any 
afiisiir which particularly concerns their county. 

The principality of Neuchatel and Vallengin 
is divided into a certain number of diftrids, each 
of which has its criminal court of juftice. The 
great drcumfpedlion obferved in the judicial 
proceedings, may fometimes' fcivour the efcape 
of the criminal i but the few inftances of atro- 
cious crimes prove that this humane caution is 
no encouragement to tranfgreflbrs, and is a 
ftrong prefumption of the general good morals 
which prevail among the people. In a word, 
perfonal liberty is almoft as tenderly and as 
fecurely proteded by the laws of this country, 
as by thofe of our own invaluable conftitution* 
When the criminal is arrefted, he is immedi- 
ately brought to trial ; after which the fentence 
IS read to him in prifon. The next morning he 
again appears before the judges, affembled in the 
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open ahr ; the former proceedings on the trial are 
ready and the judges once more deliver their opi« 
nion. In capital fentences, the governor is 
inftantly acqusunted with the circumftances of 
the crime^and if he does not remit or foften the 
punifhment, the fentence is immediately exe- 
cuted. I am concerned to addy that torture 
(though feldom ufed) is not abfolutely abo- 
lilhed. ' 

Such are the general outlines of this re;mark- 
able Qonftkution, by which the liberties of the 
people are as well, and perhaps better, fecured 
than in the democratical cantons ; for although 
the mod defpotic prince in Germany is fove- 
reign, his power is exceedingTy limited. Among 
the ftriking circumftances which charafterife 
this government, muft be mentioned the very 
liberal encouragement given to ftrangers, who 
fettle in the country. They enjoy every poflible 
privilege of trade and commerce, and in no- 
ftate are fewer effential diftmftions made 
between ftrangers and natives. I have already 
obferved to you the good efLfts of this en-' 
larged policy on the population of Neuchatel 
^nd Vallengin ; whereas a narrower and more. 
Go&tra&ed prmciple in fosne of the neigh-^ 
bouring Swifs cantons, has occafioned,* an^ 
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continues to occafien, a very manifeft decreafc 
of inhabitants *• 
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LETTER 4«- 

Rotae from Pontarlier t& Neucbatel-^Valle^ tf 
Tracers — Anecdotes of Rouffeau-^Ifle of Sh 
Feter in tie Lake of Bienne. ^ 

Ncdchatcl, Oaol>cti785- 
T NOW write to you a fecpnd time from 
Neuchatel> at the interval of nine years fince 
the date of my former letters ; on the preceding 
occafion I went from Granfon to Neuchatel; 
to-day 1 came from Pontarlier, a fmall town in 
Burgundy. 

From Pontarlier I afcended gently by the fide 
of the Dou, here a fmall rivulec bubbling in 
the vale, quitted that dream, and paiTed under a 

♦ Of all the flates of Switzerland* Ncuchatel has 
hitherto alone cfcaped the revolutionary vortex ; a happy 
circumftance, which it owes to the neutrality of its ibve- 
feigu U^ ^in{ of Pruflb. 
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bold rock, on which ftands the caflle of Joux 
fonning a pidurefque landfcape ; it has a gar- 
rifon of invalids, and commands the narrow 
valley leading into Burgundy. Near it the 
road is di^ded into two branches; one leads 
dlreftly to Joigne, and the other to Neuchatel. 
In about two hours we obferved a ftone, which 
feparates France from the county of NeuchateU 
Soon afterwards we mounted an eminence, 
looked down upon the beautiful valley of Tra- 
vers ; and defcended to a narrow pafs, which is 
guarded by a chain faftened to the rock, bearing 
the date of 1722. Hiftory, however, makes 
mention of a fimilar chain at a much earlier 
period, particularly in 1476, when Charles the 
Bold, having inefieflually attempted to force 
the pafs, marched with his army to Joigne, 
and befieged Granfon, where he was defeated. 

Having defcended to St. Sulpice, I vifited the 
fburce of the Reus, which iifues at the foot of 
a rock in five copious fprings, that form a large 
body of water, and turn feveral mills. I was 
accompanied to this pi^urefque fpot by an inha« 
bitant of Fleurier, a neighbouring village. Speak- 
ing of the increafe of induftry in thefe parts, he 
informed me, that thirty years ago Fleurier 
contained only three watchmakers, whereas atf 
prefent above a hundred were fettled in tha; 
I ' place. 
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place. He added^ that notwithftanding the con« 
ftant influx of ftrangers, hands were ftill wanting 
for the numerous trades, which are carried on 
with great fuccefs in thefe parts* 

I continued along the high road leading to 
Neuchatel, through the beautiful and romantic 
valley of Travers, watered by the Reus, abound* 
ing in the moft fertile paftures, bordered by 
hills gently rifmg from the banks of the river, 
and beautifully fprinkled with wood. I pafied 
through many neat villages, particularly Bou- 
vereffe, Couvet, Travers, and Noirague, where 
I quitted the valley, and entered the narrow 
pafs of Clufette. From hence the road traverfes 
an abrupt and woody country along the fides of 
precipices, the Reus rolling beneath in a deep 
channel. At the fmall village of Brot, a plea- 
fmg view of the lake of Neuchatcl and the 
adjacent country opened gradually! as I def- 
cended, and joined the road leading from 
Granfon to NeuchateK 

I did not quit the valley of Travers without 
paying a vifit to Moitier Travers, rendered 
memorable by the refidence of Rouffeau, who 
being driven firft from Geneva, and afterwards 
from Yverdun by the government of Bern, found 
^ refuge from civil and theological perfecution in 
this fecluded valley, under the proteftion of 
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Lord Keith, governor of Neuchatel. The 
dwelling'^houfe of this lingular man is a fmall 
wooden building at the further rextremity of the 
village, near the road which leads to Fleurier, 
and is now occupied, by Mr. Martinet^ mayor of 
the valley^ a. fenfible old gentleman, who lived 
in habits of great intimacy with the philofophet 
of Geneva. 

The room chiefly occupied by Roufleau ii 
a linall bed-chamber, which, out of refpefl: to 
his memory, is left in the fame ftate as when he 
lived there. In a corner near the window, 
is a kind of recefs formed by two book- 
cafes, and a fimple deal plank reaching from 
one book-cafe to the other, on which he wai 
accuftomed to write. Rouflfeau admitted com- 
pany into this room \ but fuff'ered no one to 
enter the recefs, from a fufpicion, that they 
would overlook his papers. He ufed alfo to 
frequent a fmall open gallery in the front of the 
hoiife, enclofed at the extremities with planks, 
in which were peep-holes for the purpofe of 
reconnoitring thofe perfons who came to vifit 
him, that he might give his orders whether they 
(hould be admitted or refufed. Here he walked 
and read. 

During his refidcnce at Moitier, from 176a 
to 1765, by frequently fauntering into the fields 

Vol. IL L and 
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and on the neighbouring tfroumains, he acqtilretf 
a tafte foir the ftudy of botatfy, \Mch he ncVer 
hitermirted, and always ftyled his pecnlfer 
dfetigtit. liuting this petiod 6( hfe life, hfc iffued 
frbrii this fecluded corner his Letrre i PAnhe^ 
veque de Parisy his Litires EcriUs de la Mort" 
/^7^7?f, ahd'fome other works; in* which he dlf- 
plays thofe wonderful powers of invention and 
defcription, that fa-fciniting yet decladiafory 
etoquence, thai glbw and animation of ftyie, 
Ihat fondnefs for paradoxes, that reverence for 
the tcriptures, and yet thofe perverfe doubts of 
their authenticity, thofe liberal yet levelling 
principles of government, that keenAefs of irony, 
and tliat motley mixture of fophiftry and argts- 
ment, which chequer and chara^eWfe all his 
writings. 

Roufleaii, on his arrival at Moitier, appeared 
Inacommbft drefs,*but foon afirerwatds aflutned 
to Armenian habit ; either, as he hifrtfelf alleged, 
becaufe that mode of clothhig was adapted to thd 
dlfoTder with Which Tie Was aflliaed j or from 
that affeftation of fingulatity, which feems to 
have marked his -cliaraflef in every period of 
his life. Through Lord teith^s interceflion, 
the king of Pruffia offered to Rouffeau a penfiofi 
of {^^ 100 fer nnnttmy which he declined, from 
tiis tverfion to the teaft Ihadow of dependence ; 
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f)reFerring to copy mufic for hfe Hvelihood, 
father than accept an obligation even from 
To great a foverdgn; and he ufed to boaft; 
that he could daily earn a guinea by that occu- 
pation. 

Rouffeau took his rcpaft liCually aloftej 
though he would fometimes, but very rardy^ 
accept an invitation from M. Martinet to dinncif 
or fupper, particularly when Lord Keith paffed 
a week at Mottier Ttavers for the piarpofe 
of vifrting him. On thefe occafions he was 
remarkably agreeable and lively; being hatu*' 
ftlly of a focial difpofnion, he converfed with 
great fpirk and animation, and yet with 
as much correftnefs^ as if dilating for the 
prefb'. 

RoulTeau feems to have truftecl entirely to feii 
own judgment ; being fo impatient of co«tra* 
difHon, that he would never liften to the admo* 
nition of his friends, and feldom afk-ed advica 
^ith an intention of adopting it. Having 
fini{hed his cdebrated Letter to the Arch* 
bifhop of Paris, he read -it to M» Martinet^ 
and demanded his advice rehtive to the pub* 
lication. The mayor, though ftruck with the 
fire and fpirit of the raillery, yet could not 
avoid reprefenting to him, that his letter, 
however forcibly written, would never mzkt 

L 2 a con- 
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a convert of the archbifhop; that he would 
only be entangled in endlefs controverfies, and 
draw upon himfelf much obloquy and ill-will : 
*' Your advice/* returned Rouffeau calmly, " is 
a little too late ; it is already publiflied :" and 
immediately prefented to him a printed copy of 
the letter, which he had jufl: read to him in 
manufcript. 

He derived from nature an extreme fenfibility 
which bordered upon weaknefs ; he feems to 
have wanted one proof of a great mind, that of 
receiving an obligation, and to have pofTefled 
fuch pride and forenefs of temper as rendered it 
impoffible to ferve him ; for he frequently con- 
(Irued a benefit into an injury. His extreme 
fenfibility was irritated and augmented by a 
troublefome and painful diforder, which preyed 
upon his conftitution, and at times rendered him 
unfit for fociety. To this complaint, in con- 
jun^on with that mercilefs perfecution which he 
repeatedly endured, fhould be attributed in a 
great meafure the reclufenefs of his life, and 
that fufpicious miflruil which occafionally, bor- 
dered upon madnefs. 

Rouffeau had now continued three years at 
Moirier, greatly delighted with his fituation, 
when an unexpefted event induced him to quit 
a retreat, in which he wilhed to pafs the remain- 
-. . . ' 9 . dex^ 
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der of his days. This event has been varioufly 
related. According to fome authors, the popu- 
lace, incited by the minifter of the parifli, in 
confequence of the fcepticifm difplayed in his 
Leftres Ecrites de la Montagne^ affembled in 
crouds, broke the windows of his houfe, forced 
open the door, and entering his bedchamber^ 
treated him with fuch violence, that he efcaped 
with difficulty j and, not to become a martyr to 
his opinions, quitted the country. Accord- 
ing to others, neither the minifter nor the 
natives were exafperated againft him ; but 
his houfekeeper, the fame perfon whom he 
afterwards married, difgufted with the inhabit- 
ants, broke the windows, and perfuading her 
mafter, that he was in danger of being affaffin- 
ated, induced him to quit Moitier the next 
morning: as a proof of this affertion, they 
affirm, that one of the ftones found in the 
apartment was too large to have paflTed through 
the broken panes of glafs. 

The truth, however, feems to be, that his 
pride and filfpicious temper rendered him ob- 
noxious to many of the inhabitants ; the fcep- 
ticifm and infidelity, in his Lettres Ecrites 
de la Montagne^ raifed a party againft him ; 
fome of the people occafionally infulted him j 
^ L 3 the 
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the minifter of the pariih fummoned him 
before the confiftoryj he declined appear^ 
ing; the council . of ftate at Neuchatel pio- 
pofed condemning the abovementioned pub- 
lication, and even applied to the king of Pruffia 
for that purpofe. Frederic, in an anfwer, 
which does honour to his head and his heart, 
while he permitted them to ufe any precautions 
which might tend to prevent the diffufion of 
fceptical opinions, yet wifely forbade all perfe- 
cution, and enfured to Roufleau a fecure retreat 
at Moitier under his immediate proteftion, 
Before this anfwer was returned, fome of the 
populace, intoxicated with liquor, threw ftones 
againft Roufi'eau's \^int!ows with fuch violence 
as to penetrate into the kitchen, and to tear 
off the plaifter from the walls ; but none 
of thefe ftones did, or could, enter his bed- 
chamber, as that apartment was (ituated oa 
the other fide of the houfe. This violence, 
however, exaggerated by the real or pretended 
terrors of his houlekeeper, was fufEcient to 
alarm Roufleau : on the next morning he retired 
from Moitier, and took refuge in the ifland of 
St. Peter. 

The ifland of St. Peter, fometimes called the 
ifland of La Motte, and fometimes Rouffeau's 
iiland, lies towards the fouthern extremity of 
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the lake of Bicnne. To this delightfiU ^ot 
I made an agreeable excurfion on the fourth of 
Oftober 1786, in company with the Rev. M* 
de MeuTon, of Neuchatel, and three EagUih 
gentlemen. We quitted Ncuct^tel in tb« 
morning ; pafled through St. Blaife ai^ tb^ 
diftrift of Landeron, and embarked at Neu- 
ville, a fmall town, which, like Bienne, ac- 
knowledges the bifliop of Bafle for its liege 
lord, but poffefles fuch rights and immunities 
as render it an independent republic ; it con- 
tains about twelve hundred inhabitants. The 
fine weather, and the clearnefs of the air, en- 
abled us to enjoy the mild beauties of the view 
as we failed to the ifland. To the fouth-weft 
we difcerned Neuville and its antient caftle, and 
to the fouth-eaft admired the Julimont, an infu- 
lated hill adorned with woods of oak, the fum- 
mit of which is frequently vifited by travellers 
for the beauty of the profpefl: ^ and its name 
has been derived by fanciful antiquaries from 
Julius Csefar. At the extremity of a rocky 
and woody promontory, which ftretches from 
the foot of the Julimont into the lake, ftands 
the caftle of Cerlier, and beyond, ' at fome 
diftance, the fertile plains watered by the 
Thiele. 

L4 We 
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We landed on the fouth fide of St. Peter *8 
ifland, and walked through an agreeable meadow 
fldrted with vineyards to a large farm-houfe, 
which was formerly a convent*, and is now 
inhabited by the fteward of the general hofpital 
at Bern, to which the ifland belongs. 

The ifland is ?ibout two miles in circmnference, 
and richly wooded with various flirubs and trees, 
\ particularly ^^ith large oaks, beech, and Spanifli 
' chefnuts. Its furface is gently undulating j the 
fouthern (hore, covered with herbage, forms a 
gradu^il flope to the lake ; the remaining borders, 
are fteep and rocky : in a few places their fuuv 
inits are thinly fringed with fhrubs j in others 
their perpendicular fides are clothed to the water^s 
edge with hanging woods. The views from the 
different parts of the ifland are beautiful and 
diverfified j that to the north \s the moft exten- 
five and pleafing. It commands the lake of 
Bienne, which is of an oval form ; its cultivated 
, borders fpotted with villages and caftles, with thq 
towns of Nidau and Bienne (landing on the 
farther extremity. Agreeable walks are carried 
through the woods, and terminate at a circular 
pavilion placed in the centre of the ifland. 

• It was fccularifed at the reformation, 

* During 
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During vintage particularly, and on Sunday, 
which is the ufual day of feftivity, the ifland is 
filled with parties who take refreflimcnts at the 
farm-houfe, ftray about the woods, or dance in 
the circular building, and animate thefc romau* 
tic but folitary fcenes. 

Roufleau occupied an apartment in the farm* 
houfc, the only dwelling in the ifland- He lived 
with the fteward and his family, who are the pre^- 
fent inhabitants. The woman informed me, 
that he paid for his board and lodging forty 
ftillings a month, that he ufually rofe at fix, 
dined with the family at twelve, and after a 
flight fupper retired to reft at nine. She added, 
he was extremely cheerful and agreeable ; con- 
verfed with the family with the greateft eafe and 
complacency, and conformed to their hours 
and manner of living ; he amufed himfelf en- 
tirely in wandering about the woods, and fearch- 
ing for plants, which he ufed to explain to them 
with Angular fatisfaftion. RouflTeau mentions 
his refidence in this delightful ifland with the 
higheft terms of rapture, and with his ufual 
pronenefs to exaggeration. 

" I was permitted to remain only two months 
in this delightful ifland j but I could have paflTed 
there two years, two centuries, all eternity with- 
out fuflfering a moment's ennuiy although nay 

whole 
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whole fociety confided of the fteward and family, 
good but plain people, I efteeoi thefe two 
months the moft happy period of my life ; and 
fo happy, that I could have paffed my whole 
exiftence without even 4 momentary wifh for 
another fituation *•" 

If we examine in what this extreme happineft 
confided, he himfelf informs us, that his prin-^ 
cipal occupation was in doing ftothing. He did 
not even unpack his books, and could fcarcely 
prevail on himfelf to read, much lefs to anfwer 
any letter. He ^flifted the fteward and his fer-^ 
vants at work in the vineyards and fields ; faun- 
tered about the woods, and attached himfelf 
entirely to botany. He propofed to write a 
Flora Petrinfular'u^ or a defcription of the plants 
in the ifland ; adding on this head, that as a 
German had publiflied a book on the kernel of 
a lemon, in the fame manner he would compofe 
a treatife on each fpecies of grafs, mofs, and 
lichen, and would not leave the mofl: minute 
particle of vegetation undefcribed. He made 
occafional excurfions on the lake, fometimes 
coafting the (hady banks of the ifland, at other 
times fufFering the bark to float without direc- 
tion : then, to ufe his own expreflions, " h^ 

* S^e Promenade V. 
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would He down in the boat, look up to the 
heavens, and continue in that poflure for fev^ral 
hours, enjoying a thoufand unconnedled and 
confufed, but delicious reveries," He fre- 
quently rowed to a fmall fandy ifland, which 
he defcribes as a moft ^?eautiful fpot. It was 
one of bis great amufements to {lock it with 
rabbits j and as he was conveying, with great 
fomp^ the fteward's family to be prefent at the 
foundation of this little colony, he defcribes 
bimfelf as equally elated loiih the plot of the 
Argonautic expedition. 

From thefe fimple avocations and every (lay 
occurrences, which Rouffeau relates with that 
enthufiafm and thofe fentiments peculiar to 
himielf, he draws the following reflections: 
" 1 have remarked, during the viciffitudes of 
a long life, that the moft delightful enjoyments 
and moft rapturous pleafures, are nor, upon 
recollection, thofe with which I am moft affefted. 
Such fleeting moments of paflion and delirium^ 
however rapturous, are, from their very nature, 
but thinly fcattered in the path of life. They 
are too rare and rapid to conftitute a fixed ftate ; 
and the happinefs which my heart regrets is not 
compofed of fugitive inftants, but confifts in a 
fimple and permanent ftatc, without rapture, the 
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duration of which increafes the charm, till it 
finds fupreme felicity.'* 

This ftate he defcribes himfelf as poffeffing 
during his fliort continuance in the ifland of 
Bienne ; a longer refidence would probably have 
diflblved the charm, which was raifed by his own 
fanguine imagination. That reftleflhefs of temper, 
which is ufually the attendant of great genius, 
and was his infeparable companion, would have 
probably returned, and embittered the delight- 
ful calm defcribed with fuch rapture and 
ecllafy. But he had not time to become dif- 
gufted with his fituation ; for the fame intolerant 
fpirit which had hitherto purfued him, followed 
him even to this fequeftered ifland : he had 
fcarcely paffed two months, before he received 
an order from the government of Bern to 
depart from their territories. Rouflfeau was fo 
ihocked at this unexpected command, that he 
petitioned to be imprifoned for life, only 
fequefling the ufe of a few books, and occa- 
fional permiffion to walk in the open air» 
Soon after this extraordinary requeft, which 
fhews the extreme agitation of his mind, he 
reludantly quitted the ifland. It does not fall 
within the compafs of a letter to dwell upon 
this fingular man through the Aibfequent events 
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of his life, or even accompany him to England^ 
where, notwithflanding the moft diftinguiflied 
reception, the fame perverfenefs of difpofition, 
and the fame . exceffive delicacy, rendered him 
no lefs unhappy, than when he was under the 
preffure of real calamities, and expofed to reite- 
rated perfecutions. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER 49. 

Environs of Morat-^Mount Vuilly. 

TN our way to Morat and Avenche we crofled 
the river Thiele, which iflues from the lake 
of Neuchatel, difcharges itfelf into that of 
Bienne, and feparates the principality of Neu- 
chatel from the canton of Bern. 

Morat is a bailliage belonging to Bern and 
Friburgh : the reformation v/as introduced in 
1530, by the majority of voices, in prefence of 
deputies from Bern and Friburgh. The free 
fpirit of the Swifs governments is in no inftance 
more remarkably apparent, than by the mode 
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ivhkh they obferved in embracing, or reject* 
faig, the reformation : in many other towns 
befide Morat, the queftion was put to the vote^ 
and the minority generally fubmitted, with per- 
fe^ acquiefcence, to the decifion of the greater 
number. 

Morat (lands pleafantly upon the edge of a 
fmall lake, about fix miles long, and two broad j 
in the midft of a well-cultivated country. The 
lakes of Morat and Neuchatel are parallel to 
each other, and feparated only by a ridge of 
hills ; the former is the moft elevated ; for it 
difcharges itfelf by means of the river Broye, into 
the lake of Neuchatel. According to De Luc, 
it is fifteen French feet above the level of that 
of Neuchatel. Both thefe lakes, as well as 
that of Bienne, formerly extended much farther 
than their prefent limits ; and, from the pofi- 
tion of the country, appear to have been once 
united. 

Mr. Pennant informs me, that " the vail fifli 
called the ftlurus glanusy or the faluih^ which 
frequents the lakes of Morat and Neuchatel, has 
hot been caught here in the memory of man# 
It is well defcribed, and finely engraven^ ia 
Dr. Bloch's Hiftory of Fifhes, vol. i. 194. tab. 34. 
In the time of Gefner two were taken, one of 
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Iftlikrh was eight feet long ; but fome haire been 
lb large as to v^ergh fix htuidred pft!)tmds: 
It is an eeU&aped .fifh,' very fmooth,- round and 
thick, with a greaJt head. The m<iwtK is fur- 
ntflied ^ith four fliort and two long whHker?, 
It is very inaflive and flow in its motions, 
nAi loves the deep and muddy parts of ihd 
lakes. They are found in nrany of the great 
fre(h waters of Europe, and abundantly in the 
Volga.^' 

On my fubfequent expeditions into thefe parts, 
I examined with greater attention the environs 
of Morat,' during fevetal days, which I pafled 
moft agreeably at Coujouvaux, a feat belonging 
to the count of Didbach, and at Grens with 
M, de Garville, a French gentleman, who, 
sttached to the beauties of this deKghtful 
country, has built a villa in a pleafihg fitua- 
rion near the banks of the lake of Morat, 
HrfWre he comes every year from Paiis to pafs 
Ac fttnimer. By thefe families I was received 
withotat any other introduftion than as being the 
Huthor of the Letters on Switzerland, and with 
that frafiknefs and cordiality fo flattering to a 
ftntfiger, I found the environs of Morat, though 
not fo wild and romantic as many other parts of 
Switzerland, yet extremely defirable for a 
condant refidence. 

I made 
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I made fever^I excurfions acrofs the lake, td 
an infulated ridge between the lakes of Neuchatel 
and Morat, and enjoyed many delightful points 
of view. . Of thefe various profpefts, the moft 
remarkable is from the fummit of Mount Vuilly, 
where I feated myfelf on the edge of an abrupt 
precipice. I looked down upon the lakes . of 
Bienne, Morat, and Neuchatel; obferved the 
Broye entering the lake of Morat, iffuing from 
thence and winding through a marfliy plain 
into the lake of Neuchatel ; the Thiele flow- 
ing from the lake of Neuchatel, and haftening 
to fall into the lake of Bienne ; the fertile and 
variegated countries encircling thofe bodies of 
water, and the grounds rifmg in regular grada- 
tions from plains to alps. But what renders 
this charming fpot more particularly ftriking is, 
that it is perhaps the only central point from 
which the eye can at once comprehend the vaft 
amphitheatre formed, on one fide, by the Jura 
ftretching from the environs of Geneva as far 
as Bafle, and, on the other, by that ftupendous 
chain of fnowy alps, which extends from the 
frontiers of Italy to the confines of Germany, 
and is lofi at each extremity in the immenfe 
horizon. 

Impreffed with this fublime view, I caft my 
eyes downwards over that dead and extenfive 

morafd 
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morafs through which the Broye ferpcntmes ; 
&nd exclaimed in the language of poetry, which 
knows how to animate the duUeil objects : 

Sluittons les hoh et les montagnet 
Je V0U couler la Broye * a trovers let rofeaux^ 
Son onde'pariagee en different canaux 
S'egare avecplaifir Jam de verUs campagnes^ 
Et forme dans la platne un lahyrinthe d*eaux* 
Riviere tranquille et cherie 
^lefaime afuivre tes detours I 
*Ton eaujilencitiife enfon paiftble cours^ 
. Prefente a mon efprit Pimage de la vie ; 
Ellefemble immolnlt^ et s*ecbule toujourt. 



* From a poem intitlcd " La vue cPAnet.^* I haVo 
foliowed the example of M. Sinner, in his Voy. Hift. et 
Pol. de U SiiifTe, who fubditutes the Broye for the Thiele, 
tb which the lines in the original are applied. 
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LETTER 50. 

battle of Morat^War between the Swr/i and 
Charles the Bold^ duke of Burgundy—Its con^ 
fequences. 

Ti/rORAT is celebrated for the obftinate 
fiege iuftained againft Charles the Bold, 
duke of Burgundy, which was followed by the 
battle of Morat, fought on the 22d of June 14^6. 
In this famous engagement the duke was routed^ 
and his whole army almoft ^eftroyed, by the 
confederate troops of Switzerland. Not far 
from the town, and adjoining to the high road^ 
a monument of this vidory ftill remains : it is 
a fquare building, filled with the bones of the 
Burgundian foldiers, who were Hain at the fiege 
and in the battle *• To judge from the quan- 
tity 

• In February 1798, the Bcrnefe troops, under the 
conunand of General d'Eriach, aiFembled in the field 
around this Offuaryy to defend their country againft the 
mvafion of the French. General Brune recommended 
d'Erlach to furrender Morat. ** My anceftors," replied 
d'Erlachy " never furrendered ; were 1 bafe .enougli to 
entertain fuch a thought, this monument of their valour,'^ 

pointing 
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tlty of thefe bones, the number of the ilaught 
tered mufl: have been confiderabie. Among 
feveral infcriptions in the Latin and German 



pointing to the Offuary, " would deter me.** Happy 
might it have been for Switzerlandi had the government 
of Bern been aduated with the fame ipirit as their 
general* 

On the 3d of March the French troops demolifhed this 
Ofluary, and the Dire^ory thought the demolition of 
fufficient importance to be communicated to the Council 
of Five Hundred : 

** On the fame day in the evening, the Bemefe eva- 
cuated Morat, a town famous for the battle gained ove£ 
the Burgundians in 1476, and for the manner in which 
the bones of the vanquilhcd were preferved. A trophy 
fo infulting to the French nation could not fail to be 
deftroyed ; and what is very remarkable, it was deftroyed 
by the battalions of the Cote d'or, on the very day which 
was the anniverfary of the battle of Morat. A tree of 
liberty was immediately planted in the place of tht< 
monument, which the oligarchies pointed out before* 
hand, as deftined to become a fecond time the tomb of 
the French." Meflage from the Executive Diredory to 
the Council of Five Hundred, March 15. But this 
coincidence of circumftances was fabricated for th^ 
event, as the battle of Morat was not on the 3d (){ 
March, but on the 22d of June. 

According alfo to the FrencH accounts, the colours 
taieen from the duke of Burgundy, at the battles of 
Mont and Vancy, were found in the arfenal of Soleure^ 
and fent CO Paris. MfimUur, iM G^min^l {sfi ^frU.) 

M 2 languages^ 
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laijguages, relative to that memorable viclory, 
I tranfcribed one on account of its concifenefs : 

. . Deo Opt : Max : 

Caroli Inclyti et FortiJ/lmi 

Burgundia Ducts Exercitus 

Muratum obftdens ab Hehetiis 

Cafus hoc fid Monumentum reliquit. 

Ann: 1476. 

This war, which Charles the Bold carried on 
againft the Swifs with a temerity peculiar to 
himfelf, forms a remai-kable sera in the hiftory 
of this country, and was attended with fome 
extraordinary circumftances. From ^ the time of 
the famous revolution in 1308, which gave rift 
to the Helvetic confederacy, to the end of the 
following century, the Swifs republics deprived 
the Houfe of Auftria of all its territories fituated 
in Switzerland, and continued in pofieflion, not- 
withftanding the various attempts of the different 
dukes to recover their loft domains. But of all 
the princes of that Houfe, Sigifmond the Simple, 
archduke of Auftria of the branch of Tyrol, was 
more particularly engaged in hoftilities with 
the Swifs cantons, and their allies; for bis 
hereditary dominions in Suabia and Alface bor** 
dering upon Switzerland, induced him to enter 
t' .. « - more 
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more frequently into thefe difputes,' than the 
other branch, which was in pofTeffion of the 
imperial throne, 

la the courfe of tbefe hoftilities, Sigifmond 
was compelled to cede a confiderable part of hi$ 
territories to the Swifs republicis ; particularly the 
rich country of Thurgau to the feven canton^, 
which at that period coippofed the Helvetic 
league *. Inflamed by thefe repeated loffes, and 
the humiliating conditions of peace he was con* 
flrained to accept in 1468, he endeavoured to 
engage fome of the neighbouring powers in. a 
confederacy againft the Swifs cantons. Hay? 
ing fir ft ineffeftually applied to Louis the 
Eleventh, king of France, be at length ad- 
dreffed himfelf to Ch^rle^ the Bold, duke of 
Burgundy. 

Charles having fucceeded to the pofleffion of 
Tranche Comte, Burgundy, Artois, and Flanders^ 
together wiib the greater part pf the Ui>ited 
Provinces,, pojfefled a3 ample revenues, and as 
exteniive territories, as the njoft potent fove-. 
reigq of his limCf Magnificent, impetuous, and 
ep^erprifing, he neglected np opportunity of 
aggrandizing his power, and fet no bounds to 
the projei^s of his rcfllefs ambition. He formed 

• Bern obtained the co-rcscncy of Thurgau at the peace 
of AraUy 1712. 

M 3 fhe 
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tiie plan of fcreding Burgundy into a monarchy^ 
tod already in imagination appropriated to 
himfelf Lorraine and part of Switzerland, which 
he propofed to annex by conqueft to his heredi-p 
tary dominions. 

A prince of fuch a charafter being naturally 
difpofed to undertake any war, that might 
advance his ambitious fchemes, recdved with 
tegernefs the j^opolitions of Sigifmond, flat*- 
tered that credulous prince with the hopes of 
receiving in marriage his daughter Mary, heirefk 
of his extenfive dominions, and prevailed upon 
him, by the loan of eighty thoufand florins, to 
furrender Sundgau, Alface, Brifgau, and the 
four foreft-towns; promifmg to reftore thern 
upon the rejKLyment of that fum* By this 
alliance Sigifmond acquired a fum of money to 
affift him in his preparations againft the Swifs, 
protefled, as he thought, his hereditary domi^ 
tiions from their enterprifes, and fecured a 
powerful ally againft the ancient enemies of his 
family. The reverfe, however, happened j 
for, by. a ftrangc fatality, this league, which 
was intended to cement the union of the 
two princes, ferved only to divide them j and 
occafioned the firft perpetual alliance between 
the Swifs cantons and a prince of the Houfe of 
Auftria. 

Charles, 
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Charles, np^n the condtifion of tkis treaty, 
informed the cantons, that he. had taken Sigif*- 
mond upder his protedion, and would defend 
him to the utmoll of his power. Meanwhtlet 
the baiiifs, whom he placed over his newly- 
acquired territories in Alface, oppre&d the 
people, laid embargoes upon the commerce 
of Mulbaufen, and withheld the rents of the 
eftates belonging to th^ Swifs in Sundgau ai^d 
Aliace. 

Thefe grievances being laid before Charles ia 
an embaflfy, which Bern difpacched to bis court 
in the name of the confederate cantons, the duke 
received it with haughtinefs ; and after compeV 
ling th^ deputies to kneel while they deHro^d 
t^eir remonftrance, difmiffed them without to 
anfwer. This difd^inful treatment was ill 
brboked by a free people, ynaccullomed to 
crouch before the infolence of power ; and their 
juft indignation was flill more inflamed by the 
artful policy of I^ouis the Eleventh, who, jealous 
of the duke of Burgundy's power, entered into 
a defenfive alliance with the SSwifs republics, in 
order to counteraQ his defignst 

But Loqis ftill further ftrengthened the Swifs, 

by eSeding a reconciliation between them and 

^igifmond, who had no fooher furrendered to 
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CharleS) Sundgau, Alface, and the other domi* 
nions, than h^ became fenfible of his error. 
The duke of Burgundy not only oppreffed 
his new fubjeSs, but feemed determined ; even 
(hould the eighty thoufand florins be repaid^ 
to keep poffeffion of thefe conditional terri- 
tories, and did not appear inclined to fulfil the 
promife of beftowing his daughter upon the 
archduke. Induced by thefe confiderations, 
Sigifmond accepted the mediation of Louis, 
threw himfelf under the protedlion of the 
Swifs, and concluded the famous treaty, which 
was confirmed at Lucern in 1474, called the 
hereditary union; an appellation appropriated to 
the treaties between the Swifs and the Houfe of 
Audria. Sigifmond renounced all right to the 
provinces which the Swifs had conquered from 
the Houfe of Auftria ; the two contrafling 
parties fioi^med'a defenfive alliance, and engaged 
to guarantee each other's territories. Thus 
the Swifs, after depriving Sigifmond of all his 
pofleffions in their country, engaged to fupport 
his title to thofe very provinces, which he had 
mortgaged in order to ftrengthen his arms 
againd them, and Sigifmond accepted a gua- 
rantee from theanoft inveterate enemies of his 
family. 

This 
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This treaty, which entirely changed the 
policy of the Swifs republics, was folely ef* 
fefked by the artful intriguer of Louis the 
Eleventh : the jealoufy of that defigning mo- 
ziarch turned into another channel the vaft 
preparations of the duke of Burgundy ; pre- 
parations which niigbt hava been attended with 
more fuccefs, had they been dire&ed againft. 
France. 

Charles, too late perceiving the imprudence 
of his condudl towards the Swifs republics, ia 
vain exerted all his efforts to engage them in a 
neutrality. They rejefted his propofals with 
firmnefs, prepared, with their ufual vigour, 
for a war, which now appeared inevitable, an4 
even advanced the eighty thoufand florins to 
Sigifmond, who demanded the refticution of 
his lands, which the duke of Burgundy 
evaded under various pretexts. The duke 
having concluded a feparate peace with Louis, 
turned his whole force againft the Swifs, 
entered their country with an army of fixty 
thoufand men, and, laying fiege to Granfon, 
carried it by aifault. But his fuccefs ended 
there: for at the fubfequent battles of Gran^ 
fon and Morat, he was totally defeated, and 
his attempts upon Switzerland entirely fruf* 

trated* 
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trated ^« Neverthelefe, his reftlefs and .ambi* 
tious fpirit fUlI unfubdued, impelled him to 

* Charles entered Switzerland confident of fubduing 
that country. The eflFedk which this uncxpe&cd and 
bumiliating difappointment had upon his fpirits and 
conftitution, b related hj Philip de Comines, wiih hi^ 
ttfual minuteneisy in his Memoirs addre^Ted to Angeio 
Catthot archbiihop of Vienne in Dauphin^. His 
account is curiouSf and will give fonie idea of the violent 
and impetuous charadter of Charles : 

** His concern and diftra^lon for his firft defeat at 
^ Chranfon was fo great^ and made fuch deep impref- 
** fian <m hb fpirits, that it threw him into a Tiolent 
*' and dangerous fit of Acknefs | for whereas, before, 
** bis chokr and natural heat was fo great, that he 
^ drank no wine, only in the morning he took a little 
*• tlTane, fweetened with conferve of rofes, to' refrefl^ 
** 'himfelf ; this fudden melancholy had fo altered hi$ 
^ conftjtutioni he was now forced to drink the flxongeft 
^' wine that could be got, witix)Ut any water. And, ij| 
** order to draw the blood from his hearty fome burning 
** tow was put into the cupping-glafles, and applied 
^* to his fide. But this, my lord of Vienne, you know 
*^ better than I ; for yotir lordfl^ip attended on hhn 
f^ during the whole courfe of his illnels, and fpared no 
^f pain$ that might contribnte to his recovery ; and it 
^ was by your per(Uafion that the dul^e was prevailed 
*^ upon to cut his beard^ which was of a prodigious 
** length. In my opinion his underftanding was never fq 
•• 'perfeQ, nor Kis fenfes fo fedate and compofcd, after 
•♦ this fitof fiofcnefe, as before." 

UvcdcJeU Tranf. Vol L p^ 423. 

attack 



Digitized by 



Google 



Iterate Vjx 

attack the duke of Lorramef Bqt that prince^ 
haviag »gaged a body of eight thoufaiid Swifs^ 
obtained a complete viftory, near Nancy; 
Charles was flain in the engagement *, and ISk 
)death terminated tliis bloody war; in which 
the Swifs gave diftinguifhing proofs of inyin- 
cfbfe valour, and fpread the fame of thdr mili- 
tary virtues throughout all Europe, but obtained 
no folid advantage f. In fafl, the principal and 

almoft 

* Tiie deatb of Charies at the biotle cF NaBC j wa^ 
attended with fome very extnordiiuu-7 circiittftances^ 
for the particulars of wbich| fee the curious accouo^ 
^xtraded from Philip de Comines, and the Chronique 
jScandaleofe of John de Troyes, in Wraxal's interefting 
Memoirs of the Kings of France^of the Hoofe df 
Valois. 

+ •* And what," feys Comines, ** was the occaCon of 
'* this war i It was begun on account of a waggon df 
f* iheep-lklnst which the lord of Rornont took from n 
^ Swifs, who was pa&iig through his territories* if 
^* God had not abandoned the duke, it is not probable^ 
^ that he would have put hinifetf into fo ^nuch da n g er 
^ for fo trifling a circumftance ; confidering the offers 
** that were made to him ; againft what fort of people 
•* he was engaged 5 and from whence neither profit nor 
** glory could accrue to him. For the Swifs were not 
"** in fuch repute, as they are in at preftnl, and nothing 
*• could be- poorer ; infomuch that one of their ambaf^ 
^ iadorsy as he was eadeavoaring to prevent th^ duke 
« •• from 
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almoft fole beneHt accrued to Louis the Ele- 
venth ; as by the death of Charles, he was 
not only releafcd from a dangerous and enter- 
prifmg rival, but alfo anne^^ed the rich pro- 
vinces of Burgundy and Artois to the crown of 
France. 

But although the immediate advantages which 
the Swifs derived from the death of Charles, wer^ 
unimportant ; yet the confequences operated 
confiderably on their future politics. Mary of 
Burgundy, the only furviving child and heirefs 
of Charles, married the archduke Maximilian, 
eldeft fon of the emperor Frederic the Thir<J, 
and afterwards emperor himfelf. By this mar- 
riage, the Houfe of Auftria acquired pofleflion 
of the Neth/erland^, and having frequent difputes 
with France, the alliance of the Swife was 
ftrenuoufly cour(,ed by bpth parties. Thys this 
country^ being fecured from all invafions, ac- 
ceded, as occafion offered, to the two rival 
powers, and affifted each party, as the intrigues. 



** from engaging {n that war, rcmonftrated; that he 
.*' could gain nothing by attacking them ; for their 
«* country was fo barren, that the fpurs of his troops 
«* and the bits of their horfes were worth more, than 
« could be fiirnifhed by all the Swifs territories, in cafe 
** they were conquered." 

I or 
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or rather as the fubfidies, of the one or the 
other prevailed. 

Thefe intrigues gave rife to different alliances, 
contracted with the Houfe of Auftria, the kings 
of France, the pope, and the dukes of Savoy 
and Milan. Not to Ater more minutely into 
their hiftory, I fball only obferve in general, 
that hitherto the Swifs afted with great difinter* 
eftednefs in all their treaties, and never took the 
field but wich a view to fecure their liberties, 
or to drive their enemies from Switzerland, 
But, about the period of the Burgundian war, 
the fubfidies which they obtained from Louis 
the Eleventh, taught them the difgraceful arts 
of mercenary politics ; as the rich plunder 
which they gained from the duke of Burgundy 
gave, in fome meafure, the firft taint to their 
original fimplicity of manners ; till at length 
Sivifi venality has become a proverbial expref- 
fion. 
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Antiqtiities ^ Avencbe. 

FEW ancient towns have oecafir^ned more 
controverfy among antiquaries, or given rife 
to fuch a variety of conjeftures concerning their 
origin and importance, as Avenche, the prin«> 
cipal burgh of a bailliage in the Pays de Vaud, 
Some contend that it was the capital of all Hel- 
vetia, becaufe Tacitus calls it Aventicuni geniit 
caput .* while others have endeavoured to prove, 
that by this expreffion the hiftorian intended only 
to denote the capital town of its particular 
diftrift. Agreeably to fome accounts, the city 
was built, and a Roman colony founded, by 
Vefpafian ; but with more probability, according 
to others, it was only repaired and beautified by 
Vefpafian, after it had been laid wafte, and 
almofl: ruined, by Vitellius. 

Without entering into dry and uninterefliag 
difcuffions, it was formerly a very confiderable 
town, and under the dominion of the Romans, 
as appears not only from feveral mile-ftones, 
found in many parts of the Pays de Vaud, 

moft 



Digitized by 



Google 



Avenche. 175 

moft of which are numbered from Aventicum^ as 
the principal place of reference j but more par- 
ticularly from the prcfent ruins. I Ihall flightly 
mention a few of thefe ruins, merely to (how 
you, that the inhabitants do not boaft of their 
antiquity without fufHcient evidence. 
. We traced the fite of the antient walls, which 
appear to have enclofed a fpace near five milea 
in circumference. Xhe prefent town occupies 
but a very inconfiderable part of this ground ; 
the remainder is covered with corn-Qelds and 
meadows. One df the antient towers ilill exifts i 
it is a femicircular building, with the convex fide 
towards the town. 

We next examined a coarfe mofaic pave- 
ment^ difcovered fome years ago in plough-^ 
mg a field, and now in a fad ftate of dilapi* 
dation, enclofed by a barn^ which is let to fome 
peaiants ; the ignorant occupiers employ it as a 
drying-houfe for tobacco, and fuffer ftrangers to 
take away fpecimens. Even the government 
of Bern was fo infenfible of its value, that 
they permitted the count de Caylus to remove a. 
pannel, containing the figures of two Baccha> 
nalians. 

This mofaic was the floor of an ancient batb^ 
and is about fixty feet in length and forty in 
breadth ; the general forni is perfect ; and, 

although 
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although feveral parts are broken and loH, yet 
from the prefent remains the configuration of 
the ^hole may be eaiily traced. It confifts of 
three compartments: thofe at each extremity 
are regularly divided into fifteen oftagons, 
eight fmall fquares, and fixteen fmall triangles* 
Eve of thefe odagons in each compartment, 
reprefented human figures in various attitudes, 
but chiefly Bacchanals ; the remaining odagcns 
were compofcd of three different patterns. The 
vacant parts between the o£lagons are filled 
with the fmall fquares; and towards the out-^ 
ward border, with the fmall triangles. The 
middle compartment is divided into oblong 
pannels, in the largeft of which is an octagon 
bath of white marble, of about fix feet in 
diameter, and a foot and a half deepj the 
fides are ornamented with dolphins. Of 
thefe three compartments, one is almoft per- 
ftft ; the others much defaced. Each of 
the pannels is encircled with feveral borders 
prettily diverfified } and a general border en- 
clofes the whole. 

Schmidt, in his Rccucil d' Anfiquites de la 
Swjjc\ ingenioufly conjeftures, from a g/ory_ 
which furrounds a head of Bacchus in this 
mofaic, that it was wrought during fome part 
of the iiuervi'ning age between Vefpafian and 

Marcus 
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Abrcus Aurelias \ becaufe that mark of divinity 
is not ufual upon any monuments of Roman 
antiquity before that period. The fame kind 
of glory J he adds, is obferved upon the head of 
Trajan in an ancient painting at Rome, upon 
rhat of Antoninus Pius on a medal, and on the 
arch of Conftantine. He ftrengthens this con- 
jefture by further remarking, that the head-drefs 
of a Bacchanalian woman reprefented in this 
mofaic refembles the head-drefs on the medals of 
the emprefies Plotina and Sabina ^. 

From rhence we were conduced to the ruins 
of an ancient amphitheatre, within the walls of 
the bailiffs garden. The general form and fize 
of this building are tolerably perfect, as alfo 
parts of the brick walls which enclofed it. The 
diameter of the arena was, as well as we could 
judge by pacing it, about eighty yards, which 
muft be an uncertain eftimate, as a former 
bailif brought in a confiderable quantity of earthy 
in order to plant fruit-trees \ conceiving, I fup^ 
pofe, that good fruit was of more value, than to 
be able to determine the precife extent of an 
ancient amphitheatre. Under a tower, partly 
built of Roman materials, is a cell from which 

^ The curious reader will find in the Recuai, cited in 
the text, a very accurate defcription and engraving of 
this mofaic. 
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the animals were probably let loofe upon thrf 
arena. On the outfide are ftill to be feen the 
remains of five dens ; and the walls are adoroed 
with feveral pieces of rude fculpture dilaptdatedi^ 

Not far from thefe ruins ftands a column 
of white marble, about fifty feet in height, com-i 
pofed of large mafles, nicely joined together 
without cemeht ; near it lies a confiderable frag- 
ment of defaced fculpture^ which feems to hare 
once formed part of the portal belonging to a 
magnificent temple. At a. fmall diftance from 
this column, in the high road, we obferved a 
cornice of white marble, fculptured with vltub 
and griffins ; and as we walked through the town^ 
we remarked fevcral other maffes of comioe^ 
ornamented with fea-horfes and urns, and fome 
marble columns of boautrful proportions. 

About a mih from Avencbe, near the village 
of Coppet, on the other fide of a little ftream^ 
which feparates the canton of Friburgh from that 
of Bern,,'tfre the remains of a fmall aqueduft, 
tfifcovered about fifteen years ago, by the acci- 
dental fall of a fand-hilL The outfide is formed 
of ftones and mortal^, and the infide of red 
Roman cement ; the vault of the arch ms^y be 
about two feet and a half high, and one and 
a half broad. This aqueduft has been traced to 
the eaft fide of the town, and near the marble 

column. 
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Column. We were alfo informed that it extends 
to the tower of Gaufa, between Vevay and Lau- 
fanne, and chat, between Villarfel and Marnau» 
about four leagues from Coppet, an arch of 
nearly the fame.dimenfions is excavated in the 
fblid rock. 

When I vifited the ruins of Avenche in Oc- 
tober 1786, I had much fatisfadion in findings 
that the bailiff M. Tchamer, paid great attention 
to thefe remains, and particularly to the mofaic. 
I could not avoid remarking to the bailif, who 
politely favoured us with his company, that 
every lover of antiquity muft regret, his prede- 
ceiTors had not fhewn the fame tafte. Several 
excavations were lately made by Lord North- 
ampton, who has a houfe in the neighbourhood^ 
and have boen continued at the expence of Bem« 
A coarfe mofaic pavenient, a few fragments of 
walls rudely painted, and fome trifling remains 
of ancient baths, are. the only veftiges of anti^ 
quity hitherto difcovered. 
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Town and Canton of Friburgb — Population*^ 
^ Governments—Secret Chamber. 

Tj'RIfiURGH was built in 1 179, by Berchtold 
the Fourth, dukeof Zseringen, who endowed 
it with coniiderable privileges. Upon the cx^ 
tinflion of the male line of the houfe of Zacrin- 
gen^ in iai8 ♦, Ulric of Kyburgh obtained the 
fovereignty, in right of his wife Anne, fitter of 

, • The houfe of Zaringen was defcended from the 
ancient counts of Alface, by Berchtold count of Brifgau. 
His grandfon, Berchtold the Second » bcitit the caftle 
of Zenngen» fltuated near a village of the hmt name* 
tiot far from the prefent town of Friburgh* capital of 
the Brifgau. Upon the demife of Berchtold the. Fifth, 
tTie laft duke, without male iflue, his territories were 
divided between his collateral heirs, the dukes of Teck, 
and his two fifters Agnes and Anne. Agnes married 
Egenoy count of Urach 5 by which marriage he ob- 
tained pofTeiOon of Friburgh in the Brifgau ; his pofte« 
rity were called counts of Friburgh. Anne married 
Ulric, count of Kyburgh ; their daughter Hedwige was 
wife of Albert count of Hapfburgh, and mother of the 
emperor Rodolph the Fii ft. 
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the laft duke Berchtold the Fifth. It came by 
marriage into the pofleflion of Eberhard count 
of Hapfburgh-LauSenburgh ; vrho fold it to his 
coufin Rhodolph of Hapfburgh, afterwards em- 
peror. During this period, a continual rival- 
fliip fubfifting between Bern and Friburgh, they 
were frequently engaged in hoflilities : at 
length all differences were compofed ; and the 
two cities, in 1403, concluded a perpetual 
alliance. 

Friburgh continued under the dominion of thfe 
boufe of Auftria, and was concerned in all the 
quarrels in which that family was engaged with 
the Swifs republics, until the middle of the fif- 
teenth century ; when, by a very Angular revo- 
lution, it renounced ail allegiance to the arch* 
duke Albert, and put itfelf under the protedion 
of the duke of Savoy. From this sra it occa* 
Honally aflided the cantons againft the houfe of 
Au/lria ; and in the war between the Swifs and 
Charles the Bold, its troops had a ihare in the 
vidories of Granfon and Morat. Soon after the 
battle of Morat, it became a free and independent 
republic; and, in 1481, was admitted a member 
of the Helvetic confederacy. 

The fituation of the town, though not one of 

the moil beautiful, is certainly one of the mod 
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piflurefque and wild in Switzerland. It (laitds 
partly in a ftnall plain^ partly on bold acclivities, 
on a ridge of rugged rocks, half encircled by 
the river Sane ; and is fo entirely concealed by 
the circumjacent hills, that the traveller fcarcely 
catches the fmalleft glimpfe, until he burfls upon 
a view of the whole town from the overhanging 
eminence. 

The fortifications, which confift of high (tone 
walls ^d towers, enclofe a circumference of about 
four miles ; within which fpace the eye compre- 
hends a lingular mixture of houfes, rocks, 
thickets, and meadows, varying inftantly from 
wild to agreeable, from the buftle of a town to 
the Iblitude of the deepeft retirement. The 
Sane flows in fuch a ferpentine courfe, as to 
form, within the fpace of two miles, five angles, 
between which the diflPerent parts of the current 
atft nearly parallel to each other. 

On all fides the defcent to the town is ex* 
tremely fteep, and in one place the ftreets even 
pafs above the roofs of the houfes. Many 
of the edifices are raifed in regular gradatfen 
like the feats of an amphitheatre j many over- 
hang the edge of fo deep a precipice, that on 
. looking down, a weak head would be apt to 
turn giddy ; and an qnfoftunatc lover, rcpulfed 
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in bis fuit, might inftantly cermmate his pains, 
by taking a leap from the parlour window, 
without the trouble of a journey to Lcucate, 
or to the rocks of Meillerie. 

But the mod extraordinary point of view is 
from the Pont neuf. To the north-weft, part 
of the town ftands boldly on the fides and the 
piked back of an abrupt ridge ; and from eaft to 
weft a femicircle of high perpendicular rocks 
18 feen, whofe bafe is waflied and undermined 
by the winding Sane, and whofe tops and fides 
are thinly fcattercd with flirubs and underwood. 
On the higheft point of the rocks, and on the 
very edge of the precipice, appears, half hang- 
ing in the air, the gate of the town called Bour* 
guillon : a ftranger ftanding on the bridge 
would compare it to Laputa, or the Flying 
Ifland in Gulliver's Travels, and would not 
conceive it to be acceffible but by means of 
a cord and pulleys. In the raid ft of the river 
I obferved a large fragment of ftone, which a 
few years. ago fell from the rocky heights, was 
c^ktiied under one of the arches, and in con* 
jttiiAion with other fragments flopping the cur* 
tent, raifed it more than ten feet above tbe 
ttfual lefvel, thr^tening the lower parts of the 
town wit^ » AiddeaintiQidadon. 

. N4 Atra- 
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A traveller fond of wild and romantic fcenerjr 
will not fail to vifit the Moulin de la Motte, 
in the valley of Goteron : it is a miller's 
dwelling, hollowed in the midft of an impend-* 
ing rock, near it ifTues a fmall torrent, which 
turning the mill, falls within a few paces into 
the Sane. This Angular dwelling feems fo far 
removed from " the bufy hum of men^* as to 
be rather fituated in a remote folitude, than 
within the walls of a fortified town. Near it is 
an afcent of four hundred fteps to, the Place des 
Fontaines, in the upper part of the town. 

The valley of Goteron, on the north- weft of 
the town near the bridge leading to Bern, takes 
its nsime from the Goteron, a fmall rivulet ; it 
is extremely narrow, above two miles in- length, 
and is bounded on each fide by overhanging 
rocks of fand-ftone. Vernet, the celebrated 
landfcape painter, ftudied thefe rocks with great 
attention, and frequently declared that, except- 
ing thofe of Tivoli, he never faw any whofe 
varying tints had a more pleafing and harmo- 
nious effed. The valley contains feveral mills, 
an iron foundery, where the ore brought from 
Franche Comtc is forged, and a manufadhire of 
printed linen and cotton, lately eftabliflied by 
fome merchants of Neuchatel, under the protec* 
tion and encouragement of government. 

The 
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The houres of Friburgh, conftruftcd with a 
grey fand-ftone drawn from a neighbouring 
quarry, are neat and well built ; but the whole 
town has a dull and inanimate appearance. 

Among the few objefts worthy of particular 
notice are, the cathediial, an elegant Gothic edi- 
fice, ereftcd in the latter end of the fourteenth 
century, and remarkable for the height and foK- 
dity of the tower ; the town-houfe, an ancient 
building, which formerly compofed part of the 
palace belonging to the dukes of Zacringen, and 
alfo a lime-tree, in the middle of the principal 
fquare. Tradition reports, that this tree wa? 
planted by one of the foldiers, on the 2 2d 
of June 1477, ^^ ^^^ return from the battle of 
Morat: an emblem of Swifs liberty, which took 
deep root on the memorable defeat of Charles 
the Bold, and thus remaining firm againft the 
confliAs of time, has continued to fpread and 
flourifli, to the admiration and example of future 
ages. 

ITie fociety of Friburgh is extremely agree- 
able ; the gentry are frank and hofpitable, and 
blend French politenefs with great fimplicity of 
manners. Dinner is ufually ferved at twelve ; 
and fapper feMom later than eight. I never 
experienced a more cordial reception in any 
town of Switzerland* 

The 



Digitized by 



Google . 



i86 LETTER 52. 

The bifhop of Laufanne, called here the biihdp 
of Friburgh, refides in this city. He is ap- 
pointed by the pope, ufually at the recommend- 
ation of the French Court ; and his revenues, 
including a fmali penfion from France, and from 
the abbey of Hauterive, of which he was abbot, 
amount to about /^. 400 per arm. His diocefe 
extends over the whole ^anton, and part of that 
of Soleure; in all his a6ls and deeds he figns 
himfelf Bifliop and Count of Laufanne, and 
Prince of the German empire. 

The prefcnt bifhop, Bernhard of Lenzburgh, 
is a man of letters, and an honour to his profef« 
fion : he is employed in preparing for the public 
a biography of the illuftrious and learned men 
born in the canton of Friburgh, who have dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves, either ia the civil, miU» 
tary, or literary line. 

^ This canton is entirely catholic. Its. popu- 
lation in 1785 may be eftimated from the foU 
lowing table : 

The town contained — — 5,011 

The environs •— .^-^ 1 5*500 

The remainder of the canton — 33*078 

Absentees •^ <» 4,coo 

Number of mhabltants -— 57,589 
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The fovcreign power reHdes in the Great 
Council of Two Hundred ; comprifiiig the two 
Avoyers, the Chancellor, the Grand Sautier, 
the Senate, or Little Council of Twenty-four, 
the Sixty, from which body are chofen the ban* 
nerets and principal magiftrates, and the te< 
maining hundred and twelve members, who are 
(imply denominated Burghers. 

The only perfons eligible to this forerdga 
council, and capable of enjoying any (hare ia 
the government, are t\i^ fccret burghers, or a 
certain number of families divided into four 
iannieresy or tribes of the town : they are called 
/ecref burghers, to diftinguifli them from 
the other citizens, partly inhabiting the town» 
and partly the twenty-four pariihes in the 
environs, who enjoy the right of appointing 
the avoyers, from certain candidates propofed 
by the Sixty, and of annually confirming them* 
Hence many authors have called this govern- 
ment arifto-democratical, but erroneoufly ; for^ 
as the power of the people is coiifined to the 
ad of chufing and confirming the two avoyers, 
and as the fupreme authority abfolutely reiides 
in the coaocil of two hundred, neceflarily fup- 
plied by a limited number of patrician families, 
(he govcnment is, in the ftridelt fenie, an arif- 

HKXtCfp 
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InfteacI of troubling you with an uninterefling^ 
detail of thofe points in which the government 
of Friburgh refembles that of the other arifto- 
cratical cantons, I (hall confine myfelf to thofe 
peculiar circumftances by which it is difcrimi* 
rated from them. This difference may be prin- 
opaliy faid to confift in three articles : 

1. The blind ballot ^ or mode by which feveral 
important offices are fupplied, and particularly 
by which the members of the fenate and the fixty 
are chofen* This mode of eledion was inftituted 
in order to prevent venality, and is too fingular 
not to be diftinftly explained. The names of 
the candidates are placed privately in a box, 
containing as many partitions as there are per- 
ibna who folicit the charge. Into each of thefe 
partitions the electors throw in their fuffrages as 
chance directs, without knowing to whom they 
may happen to give their votes } and the can- 
didate who has the moft of thefe cafual ballots 
is eleded* 

2. The claufe which excludes certain noble 
families from the office of banneret, and from 
ihtfecret cbamb$r. Thefe families are fixteen in 
number j fome were acknowledged noble, even 
as early as the foundation of the republic ; 
others fucceffively obtained titles of counts and 
barons from the foreign princes to whonpi they 
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were attached, and in whofe armies they 
ferved. 

3* But the mofl; remarkable circumftance 
which difcriminates the conftitution of Friburgh 
from that of the other ariftocratical cantons, is 
a committee diflinguifhed by the name of the 
Secret Chamber ^ which, though not any public 
or refponfible part of adminiftration, is yet the 
concealed fpring that puts the wheels of govern* 
ment in motion. A% the prerogatives and ope- 
ration of lYihfecrei chamber are in general little 
known, and flill lefs underftood, a concife 
account of its origin and conftitution will not be 
uninterefting. 

Tlie fecret chamber^ forming a part of the 
council of fixty, is compofed of the four baime* 
rets, and twenty-four members ; the four ban- 
nerets are chofen by the council of two hundred 
from the four tribes, and remain in office four 
years; the twenty-four are nommated by a 
majority of their own body, and continue for 
life. 

The /ecret chamber affembles ordinarily four 
times in the year, or ofcener if occafion requires, 
and is convoked by a banneret. The two prin- 
cipal meetings are between the Sunday before 
St. John's day and the 24th of June, ufually 
on the anniverfary of the battle of Moratt 

for 
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for the purpofe of appointing the vacant places 
in the council of two hundred ; and on Tuefday 
in Whitfun-week, when they fupply the vacan* 
cies in their own body* 

Its origin is thus traced in the records of the 
republic. From 1347 to 1387, the three ban* 
ncrcts nominated twenty perfons from each of 
the three tribes into which it was then divided, 
imd thefe fixty affembled on the Sunday before 
St. John's day, to eftablifli the fenate, and eleft 
the trcafurer j from hence is derived the origin 
of the fixty, and of the affembly which meets 
on the Sunday now called Secret Sunday* It 
confifts of the whole council of two hundred^ 
excepting the avoyers and fenate, and is pre* 
fided by the chancellor, the four bannerets, and 
the members of ihtfecret chamber^ who take the 
places of the fenators. This affembly reviews, 
confirms, or cenfures, if neceffary, the fenators, 
the bannerets, and the fixty (the members of 
each tribe retiring, while their conduft ^ is exa* 
mined by the remainder), and fills up the vacant 
places in the fenate, and the fixty, by blind 
ballot. 

In 1387, the nomination of the fixty was 
transferred from the bannerets to the affembly 
which met on the Secret Sunday^ and that 
affembly was alfo empowered to appoint the 

fenate^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Friburgh. ipt 

fenate, the treafurer, the fixty, and the remain- 
ing members of the two hundred. By a charter 
of the fame year, four coadjutors, drawn from 
the lixty, were given to each banneret, who 
were chofen in the fame manner as the ban* 
nerets, feparately- by each tribe, and this may 
probably be confidered as the origin of the 
Jicret chamber^ A charter of the year 1392 con- 
firms the Secret Sunday in the right of nomi* 
tiating the fixty, and confers on the bannerets 
that of chufing the prud^-hamnies^ who accom« 
panied them when they convoked the people on 
St. John's day, and probably alfo that of 
appointing their coadjutors. *This nomination 
took place, as at prefent, on the Tuefday in 
Whitfun-week. The town being at that period 
only divided into three tribes, the coadjutors 
were limited to twelve ; when a fourth tribe 
iiras added, their number was augmented to 
fixteen* 

A charter dated 1404 confirms, in many 
inflances, thefe arrangements; but does not 
grant to the Secret Sunday the nomination of 
the two hundred ; a right at that time enjoyed 
by the bannerets, who (hared it with their 
coadjutors, the fecrets : thus probably arofe 
the power of appointing the members of the 
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two hundred* (ince conflantly ^xercifed by the 
bannerets znAfecretu 

The fame charter orders the bannerets to 
afiemble oa Whit-Tuefday, in cojijundion ^vith 
the fixty of the preceding year, for the purpofc 
of ele^ng four members of the fixty from each 
tribe, who (hould accompany the bannerets when 
they convoked the aifembly of burghers and in- 
habitants on St. John's day ; and two additional 
members for convening the affembly of Secret 
Sunday. Here then are fix perfons from each 
tribe employed in thefe convocations, or in all 
twenty-four perfons, the number of members 
who now form the fccret chamber. The fame 
charter alfo enjoins the bannerets and fecrets to 
colled the votes in all eleflions. and delibera* 
tions ; an ofEce which they continue to exercife 
to this day. 

As early as the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, the bannerets and fecrets aflemUed at 
Chriftmas and Eafter, for the purpofe of pre- 
paring fuch motions as were to be laid before 
ihe council 6f two hundred, which adopted, 
modified, or rejected them. 

As the bannerets probably continued to em- 
ploy the fame coadjutors in convoking the 
afiemblies on St. John's day, and on Secret 
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Stmday^ tkt fecret chamber j compofipd of.thefe 
twenty-four coadjutors, at .length became a per- 
mapent body, and enjoys the following prero* 
gativcs : i. It convokes, in conjunftion with the 
bannerets, the people on St. John's \ day, and 
the aflembly which meets on Secret Sunday, 
a* Prepares and draws up all the laws and 
ordinances, enjoys the fole power of ^ prppofing 
in the Great Council, and, by me^ns of th? 
bannerets^ of putting a negative on ^y motion, 
by fimply affirming it to be contrary to the 
copftitution. 

3. Collefts the votes in the eleflion or confirm- 
ation of the avpyer, at the meeting of ;he people 
on St. John's day, and in the deliberations of 
the Great .Council. 4. Fills up all the vacancies 
in that Council. 5. Sufpends, deppfes, con- 
firms, and cenfures its members. 6. Confirms, 
or fufpends and depofes its own mefmbers ; 
makes regulations for the interior adminiflration 
of its own body } appoints the manner of electing 
its own members, and filling up the vacancies in 
the Great Council. 7. Fixes on the time for 
thofe eleftions, and the fum of money which 
each member is permitted to receive from thofe 
elected. 8. It can exclude all candidates from 
being chofen members of the fenate, of the 
fixty, from the office of bailifs, and other 
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important charges, either by refufal to prefenf, 
or by rejefting them as incapable. All thefe 
prerogatives, founded on authentic documents* 
6r immemorial ufage, were confirmed by the 
council of two hundred, 'in 1606, 1623, *^^ 
particularly in 1 7 1 6. 

All affairs of government,' and all debates in 
the national aflfemblies, are carried on in the 
German language; and as the French tongue 
is fpoken in the greater part of the canton, and 
particularly by the gentry, many members of 
the Great Council do not underftand the 
debates. 

Such was the general form of government 
when I firft vifited Friburgh in 1776; fince 
that period it has undergone fome very important 
alterations, the fubftance of which I fhall com?- 
municate to you in the following letter* 



t 






Digitized by 



Google 






C ^9S ) 



LETTEft 5/j* 

Origin and Supprejjion of the late troubles in the 
Canton of Friburgb-^Changes in the Form of 
Government 

THE exclufive right of (haring in the 'admi- 
niilratioii of afiairs, enjoyed by a certain 
number of families, in the ariftoci-atical cantons, 
has, in conjundUon with other concurrent cif- 
cumftances, occafioned revolts in thofe df 
Zuric, Bern, and Lucern, which Were quelled 
by the interpofition of the other Helvetic power*, 
and prevented from again breaking out, by judi- 
cious regulations. Pfiburgh having exhibited 
a recent example of the fame kind, I endea- 
voured t6 trace the origin alid progrefs of 
thofe inteftine commotions, which have been 
followed by a confiderable alteration in the form 
of government. Accordingly, I now lay befofe 
you the refult of my inquiries, impartially drawn 
from repeated converfations with perfons of both 
parties, from an attentive perufal of (everal pub- 
lications written during the courfe of the troubles, 
O a and 
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and from fome curious manufcripts, which I 
fortunately obtained. 

In the latter end of April 178 1, an infurrec- 
tion fuddenly^ broke out in* the bailliage of 
Gruyeres, a diftrift . in the fouthern part of the 
canton ; whofe inhabitants are extremely jealous 
6f their liberties, and zealouffy attached to 
all the cuftoms of their anceftors. Irritated by 
a few impolitic afts of government, by the petty 
vexations of the bailifs, by the fecularization of 
Val ^ainte, a convent of Chartreux, by thp 
abolition of feveral fafts and feftivals, and 
.excited by the artifices of Chenaux and Caftel- 
laz, two defigning leaders, they rofe in open 
T^b^lfion. 

Peter Nicholas Chenaux, the chief of- the 
fedftion, was a native of la Tour de Treme, 
in the baillfage of Gruyeres : he was greatly 
embarrafled in his circumftances, and being 
arrefted and imprifoned in 1771, for his dif- 
obedient and turbulent conduft, was highly 
exafperated againft government. He was in the 
thirty-eighth year of his age, of a -good figure 
and expreifive countenance, and, being a man 
of rude but popular eloquence,, and of an over-' 
bearing fpirit, obtained a confiderable influence 
over the artlefs inhabitants. His abettor, John 
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Nichols 4,^drew Caftellaz, was » burgher of 
Friburgh, andj advocate of Gruyer^s ; verfed ia 
air the chicanery pf the Ifiw, converfant in the 
hiftory and ancient recoifds of his country, and 
wpll acquainted with the privileges of the people, 
he was, the firft ip expofe the fligljteftr oppreffions 
of the bailif, and to remark wherever govern- 
ment feemed to infringe their immunities, or 
iflTued edifts contrary to long-eftablifhed ufage. 
Havhig a loiid voice, and vehement elocution, 
he was formed for popular aflemblies^ ancj 
principally directed Chenaux in all difficult 
emergencies ; he drew up the principal remoiii 
ftrances which, exaggerating every defeat iii 
the conftitution, tended to render government 
odious, and to fpread difcontents among the 
people. 

Thefe two leaders, in conjunfUon with other 
accomplices, availed themfelves of the public 
diflfajtisfaflion, and engaging a conHderable num- 
ber of adherents, held, in the month of April 
1 78 1, regular meetings at BuUe. On the 24th, 
in particular, they infinuated before a large 
aflembly, that government had formed a deiigi} 
of impodng additional taxes of a grievous 
nature, particularly on horned cattle and horfes, 
^d even of withholding the annual prefent of 
fait, which they fliared with the burghers of 
O 3 Friburgh, 
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Friburgh. They reprefented, th^t the fecularl^ 
zatioa of Val Sainte^ and the abolition of certs^n 
feftivals, implied a fettled determinatipn to owexr 
turn the religion of their ance(lors; that the 
governing pju-ty had mjuiy enemies ; that th? 
defpotifm of the fecret chamber was held in 
yniverfal abhorrence ; that the nobles were dif* 
contented, on account of their exclufion from 
th^ princips^ charges of the commonwealth ; and 
that the burghers and inhabitants of the twentVr 
four pariihes were jealofis of the exorbitant 
rights poffeiTed by the fecret burghers, They 
^ded, the tjme was arrived, when the people 
plight venture, with impunity, to. petition for re? 
drefs of grievances ; a ftrong party in (he capital 
was ready, on the firft moment of their ap? 
pearai^ce, tpjoin them; and multitudes would 
repair from ^11 quarters to th^ ((andard of 
liberty. 

liaving, by thefe and {imiljir inHnuatxon^, 
increafed the number of their adherents, it was 
finally concluded, that, on the 3d of May, they 
ihould fecretly repair to th^ capital, and, affem- 
bling in the market-place, force the arfenal; 
that, having provided themfelves with arms, 
they (hould fecure the garrifon, conftrain the 
Great Council to redrefs their grievances, an4 
make tbpfe changes in the conftitution, which 
3 ?ouW 
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could alone i^cure to the people a mild and jufl: 
adminiftration. 

Notwithftanding the general ferment which 
prevailed among the people in t^e bailliage of 
Gruyeres, and the number of perfons concerned 
in this confpiracy^ government received no 
notice of the plot before the 29th or 30th of. 
April. On the firft certain intelligence of the 
intended infurreclion, the council of war, who 
immediately aflfembled on the occafion, dif*> 
patched fome troops to arrefl Chenaux; but, 
having received information from one of his 
accomplices in the capital, he efcaped to la Tour 
de Treme, and, being joined by the mod defpe* 
rate of his adherents, determined to take arms 
without delay. Having, by means of his emif- 
faries, excited the fpirit of rebellion among the 
people, who were informed that Chenaux had 
narrowly efcaped an arrefl: for his patriotic 
attempts, he ventured to repair to Gruyeres, 
where Caftellaz had already collefted a confider- 
able party. The advocate, having affemblcd 
a large body during the night, expatiated with 
much force and eloquence, on the feveral 
grievances, and ufed various arguments in 
favour of an immediate revolt, /imilar to thofe 
which were urged on the 24th of April. He 
inflamed the populace to fuch a degiee of frenzy, 
4 that 
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thai they flew to iims at five in the mortiing, 
and, imprifoning the bailiff erefted the ftandard 
of rebfelfion. The alarm being given, Chenaux 
advanced to Pofieux, which was fixed for 
the place of genieral rendezvous ; from whence 
te addreffed a letter to the magiftrates of Fri- 
Kurgh, difclaiming all defign of violence, arid 
requiring only, that the petitions and remon- 
itrances of the t)eDpIe fhould be taken into confi- 
derati6n. 

dn the next morning he conduced about 
fixty of his parfifans to a height overlooking 
Fi-iburgh, with an intention of furprifing the 
city; but finding the gates Ihnt, the fottifi. 
Nations guarded, and not being joined, as he 
fepefted, by thie inhabitants of the twenty-four 
parities, he retired firft to Pofieux, and after- 
wards to Avry, lyhere he expefted a reinforce- 
ment, which Caftella2 and his emifiaries were 
eollefling in various parts of the canton. 

During thefe proceedings, the magiftrates 
of Friburgh were aftive in preparing for the 
fecuriiy of the town. The council of war 
fat during the whole night; a night of ex- 
treme terror and anxiety to many of the 
inhabitants. The account of the bailiPs arr 
reft:, of Chenaux's efcape, and his arrival at 
Pofieux, within ttVo leagues of the capital, with 
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a^orp^ of rebels whofe number rumour exag- 
gerated, v^as no fooner divulged, than a general^ 
panic prevaiied. The garrifoti £carcdy coniifted' 
of more than fifty foldiers^ and thofe chiefly 
isvalids ; the fortifications were weak and extou 
five ; not more than two hundred burghers 
coold be muftered to defend the ramparts, and 
the infurgents were fuppofed to poiTefs a fhon^ 
party even within the walls* If in. this moment 
of diforder, aided by the darknefs of the nighty 
Chenaux had attacked the town^ he might have 
carried it by alfault. But the firft emotions of. 
terror had no fooner fubfided, than the befieged 
aflumed a fpirit and vigour adequate to tha 
alarming fituation of affairs ; . ihey ran to arms ; 
the nobles, burghers, and even ftrangers^ 
crowded to the ramparts, and prepared for a 
vigorous defence; their confidence was raifed 
by the arrival of fome militia from Morat, who. 
fsntered the gates at nine in the morning» and 
by the expectation of more effe&ual fucconr$ 
from the canton of Bern. 

On the preceding evening a meiTenger was 
di^tched to Bern, requefling immediate affifl- 
ance. He arrived foon after midnight: the 
avoyer d*Erlach, in the 85th year of his age, 
inflantly fummoned the Sovereign Council. 
^* Gentlemenj" exclaimed the venerable magi- 

ftrate. 
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flratc^ " on other occafions you have a year 0- 
deliberate; you mud now inftaiuly aft: Fri- 
burgh is bdieged by an array of rebels ; let 
tbofe who approve fending troops to hw relief 
hold up their hands/' The members unani* 
moufly afieating, twelve hundred troops were 
commanded to march without a moment's delay ; . 
Before the clofe of the evening Major Rihimer 
entered Friburgh at the head of two hundred 
foldters^ who paiTed unmolefted through flying 
parties of the infurgents ; at midnight a hundred 
and fifty dragoons arrived, and on the next 
morning eight hundred infantry completed the 
reinforcement. 

The arrival of thefe troops infpired the ma- 
giftrates of Friburgh with perfeft confidence and 
fecurity, and faved the town from the mofl: 
imminent danger. Neverthel^fs the emifiaries 
of Chenaux and Caftellaz, ranging about the' 
country, founded the church-bells in the various 
pariflies, exclaiming that their religion and 
liberties were threatened with immediate annihi- 
lation. The rebel forces were continually aug- 
menting ; they were joined by many inhabitant^- 
in the environs of the town, and the leaft fuccefs 
would have increafed their number. Chenaux 
had feveral emifiaries within the city, and before 
mid-day threatened Friburgh at the head of 

abovQ 
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above two thoufand men, eight hundred of whom 
were provided with muftets, the remaiAder with 
only clubs, or the firft weapons which chance 
prefentcd. Having occupied the haghts, he 
found his followers wavering and irreTolute, 
and fh-uck with a general panic on receiving 
the news, that a large body of troops from 
Bern had reinforced the garrifon. He pofled 
his followers, however, in an advantageous 
lituation ; waiting with confiderable anxiety till 
his forces fhould be increafed, and an opportu- 
nity prefent itfelf of commencing hoftilities^ or 
obtaining a general amnefty for himfelf and hi< 
adherents. 

In this fituation of affairs, Major Rihimer led 
a detachment of a hundred and eighty dragoons, 
from one of the gates ; while lieutenant Froide- 
ville, at the head of feventy men and twenty 
dragoons, fallied from another. The major, 
driving the befiegers from a height which com- 
manded the town, continued his march with an 
intent of attacking them in front, and at the 
diftance of about a cannot-fhot, reconnoitred 
eight hundred of the enemy drawn up in order 
of battle, but without artillery. The infurgents 
no fooner obferved the cannon planted againft 
them, and perceived that the commander was 
;m officer of Bern, than they difpatched repeated 

mefiengers 
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»e0e0s?i>s to aflTnrc him they wetje psf^^ coir 
lecUd tp -petitjipo for a redrefs of gr^^^y^pjces^ 
and e^tr^eated him to fpare the eSufion of-^loodt 
IfeviDg received an anfwer, ths^t h^ wouJd 
iU)4crtak/? to intercede in their behalf, if they 
would ix^ftf^^tly lay dow;i their ^ms, and deliver 
Up Ghenaiiy ; they agrq^ tp the iirft poiat, b.ii^ 
reiiiied the fecond. Tine, m^or continued to 
enforce his demands 2m4 gained time, und{ 
lieutenant Froideville appeared .unexpededly ii^ 
their rear- The two commanders repeating 
their promifes, that their juft rempnftrances 
ihould not be negleded, the whole troop Air^ 
rendered themfelves prifoners. Four of the 
principal ringleaders being fecured, the remain* 
der, haying delivered in their names and places 
of abode, were permitted to retire withoijt 
moleftation. 

Chenaux, either finding it impoffible to excit^ 
his followers to fuflain the attacl^, or beiz\g 
deficient in perfonal courage, was among the 
firft who betook himfelf to flight. Wander- 
ing from village to village, he was^ about mid.- 
Iiight, obferved near Pofieuj?: by Henry Roflief 
one of his principal accomplices. Rofllier, wil- 
ling to fave his own life by betraying hjs leader, 
feized him by the collar, reproached hiiu for 
feducing the people into rebellion, and for 
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cowardice in forftkJng Aem, iand*, trith 'the 
iffiftance of Chavaillet ind Pythoti, two ocber 
inftirgcnts, -wreftcd frdm him a doubte-bfatrisHed 
piftol, slnd conduced -him towards Fribtirgh* 
Chtnaux, fodd^nly difengaging hitnfelf, dre# 
dut a khife,^ wounded Rofiier in f^veral 
|)laces, ^and endeatoisr^d to dfc^e t6wardft 
i'ofletx; but Roffier fnatching a muflcet from 
dife '6f his fbllowers, foon overtook him, and 
fummdned him to forfender under pain -«f 
Ihftaiit dieafh, Chenaux, deriving courage froto 
defpftir, attacked Roffier with inconfiderate^ftiry, 
iheceived the aflaiknt's bayonet in hisbreaft, and 
-expiiied on the fpot. 

'The death of th« leader, the voluntary fur- 
fender of his principal affociates, and the flight 
of CafteBaz, put an end to this ill-concerted 
enterprife. Six hundred infurgents, the only 
remaihs of the rebels, were on the next morning 
'bbferted hoVering about the capital ; but learn- 
ing the fate of their leader, and the furrender 
of his followers, and being attacked by a corps 
of grenadiers, difperfed without refiftance. 

But although the infurredlion was thus fup- 

jweffed, -and all parties concurred in chaftifing 

'rebellion ; yet the fpirit of difcontent had fprea,d 

itfdf\ehh too great "violefnce and rapidity- among 

^all' ranks of men, not to convince the rulers-of. 

"the ftate, that the feeds of the revolt lay deeper 

than 
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than appeafuices feemed to fuggeft. For it wa^ 
obviou6^ chat the petty vexations of bailife, the 
abolition of unneceffary ^s and lefUvals, and 
the feeming violation of a few trifling immu* 
Bities, however exaggerated by the artifices of 
the mod defigning [leaders, were not Sufficient 
to excite the peK^ple of Gruyeres to the defperate 
extremity of taking arms againft their lawful 
fbvereigns^ if government had not been ex- 
tremely unpopular; if feveral grievances of an 
oppreffive nature had not required to be 
redrefied; feveral odious reftridions to b^ 
removed, and feveral defefls in the conftitution 
to be remedied. Influenced by thefe consider- 
ations, government, in a manifefto ifiTued on the 
I ith of May, after granting an amnefty, except 
to a few ringleaders, found it neceflary to invite 
the fubjects of all denominations to prefent 
remonflrances, to make reprefentations, and to 
petition againfl: grievances. About the iame 
time the three cantons of Bern, Lucern, and 
Soleure, difparched deputies to Friburgh, offering 
their mediation towards compofing the diflen- 
tions of the republic. 

In confequence of this manifedo, many peti- 
tions and remonftrances were prefeni^d to the 
great council, either claiming the renewal of 
obfolete rights, the removal of certain reftri£ii(Mi$9 

or 
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or the abolition of various taxei; demanding 
redrefs of grievances, and-an amendment-of the 
conftitution ; or complaining of an infringetnent 
of popular franchifcs. As it would be needlefi 
to mention all the complaints and plans which 
were diftated by the fpirit of party and the 
frenzy of innovation, I fhall confine myfelf to 
three principal points of difpute, which occa- 
fioned the mod violent altercations ; and which 
would never have been compromifed, had not 
the three mediating cantons efFeftually inter- 
fered: I. The difqualification of the nobility 
from the.office of bannerets ^xAfecrets ; 2. The 
exorbitant prerogatives and influence of the 
fecret chamber ; and 3, The excluilve privileges 
of ^^ fecret burghers. 

I. With refpeft to the firft point in agitation, 
it may be remarked, that the exchifion of the 
noble families from the charge of bannerets and 
oifecrets appeared fufficiently reafonable ; as long 
as the government was democrat ical, arnl the 
bannerets were, according to the ancient char- 
ters, chofen from the people, and of courfe when 
neither they, nor their coadjutors, the fecrets^ 
could be taken from the nobility. But when 
the government was changed from a democracy 
to an ariftocracy, and the municipal adminiftra- 
tion no longer lubfifted ; particularly when the 

troubles 
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ttoaUes excked ^y the bannereta^ ia t$s^4 
obliged the council of two hundred to trazusfer 
from 4he people to themfelves the right of 
aqppointing thofe magifttates ; the difqualification 
of the nobility, which was founded on democrat 
tical jealoufy, ought to have no longer fubfided^ 
.Their remonftrances were therefore juft, and 
•would have been ftill more reafonable ; if the 
troubles of the republic had not rendered them 
dangerous. 

3. As to the, fecond point in queftion : The 
jcxtenfive power and extraordinary influence of 
the fecret chamber could not fail to create jea* 
loufies and difcontents among all ranks of men» 
For, on.confidering the detail of their preroga- 
tives, as laid down in the preceding , letter, it 
muft appear, that although the members of that 
committee enjoyed no pofitive authority. in en- 
ading or annulling laws; yet by being the 
depofitaries of the conftitution, and the ultimate 
.framers of all decrees ; by having the ibie right 
of propofing, and a negative on all the refolu- 
tions of the great council, np motion could pals 
without their concurrence. It is alfo no leis 
obvious, that the power of making regulations 
.for the interior adminiftration of their awn 
aSiairs, my flerioufly. concealed from the kaq^^ 
.ledge of. the fovereign councii, might give rife 
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t» dangerous dbufes ; that tfa^ membars of the 
dttmher eventitaliy eajoyed, by the power >of 
tfedudiog from all charges, that of nomination; 
dot by appointing to die vacancies in didr Mm 
body at was to be feared, what in effed happened^ 
itmi JO admiifion into die /ecr^ chamber would 
becUefiy coofined to a few SsuntHes; that, M 
ibty filled up a!ll die de£doo8 io the Council of 
tWD hundred, diefe eledions would depend ea« 
tirdly npon a few perfons who potfefled the gceatcft 
credit, snd thac thus the government would 
gtadttaHy tend to a aatrower oligarchy^ 

• 3. The third point in debate, namely, the ex- 
clvfive privileges of the /ecret burghers, opened a 
larger and more dangerous field of ccMHention. 
The demand of the other burghers that, accord^ 
ing to tile aatient form of government, the right 
of adiBiffion into the Great Councii, inftead af 
being txcliifively confined to the/ecret burghers, 
Ihould be extaided to them, feemed to militate 
againft the fimdamental laws of the republic:, and 
to iAvdve a «otal change in the very eflence of 
die conftkution. 

The remaining part of the year was employed 
in agitating thde points of difpute ; whidi gare 
?fie i30 many political and hiftoricid difcuflions, 
afid occafioned feverat curious refearches into 
the origin of At/ecret chafnber^ and the rife of 

• Vol. II. P the 
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the diftinflion between the fearet and other 
burghers. For the purpofe of afcertaining thefe 
queftions, the popular party demanded acceft 
to the archives \ but met with delays and refufals 
on the part of government, which confidered fuch 
an inquiry of dangerous tendency, and calorlated 
to introduce Odious innovations in the ftate. 

Exafperated by repeated refufals, the popuhtce 
began to (hew figns of difcontent, and to aflem-j 
ble in crowds at the place where Chenauk 
was put to death : they marched in folemn pro* 
ceflion, bearing crofTes and colours, and chaimt* 
ing hymns and requiems in honour of jthis martyr 
(as they called him) to the religion and liberties 
of his country. Tbefe tumultuous meetings 
would probably have ended in another infur- 
reftion, if the bifliop of Laufanne had not for- 
bidden them, under pain of excommunication. 
Towards the conclufion of the year^ deputies 
from Bern, Lucern, and Soleure, arrived at Fri- 
bprgh, for the purpofe of compofing the dif-- 
ferences fubfifting in the capital ; and, in order 
to ' conciliate the burghers, who were no lefs 
violent in favour of the nobles than in ex- 
tending their own. immunities, prevailed upon 
adminiftration , to repeal the difabiing daufe* 
With refpeft, however, to the other fubjefts of 
controverfy, they conceived it dangerous to en- 
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ttiift the le&ders oJF a heated populate with the 
records df government^ ttrhich might be attended 
^Ith projeds of endlefs innovation, and pro- 
pofed that the Great Council ihould order a com- 
mittee to draw up a declcuration fetting forth the 
privileges and franchiies of the burghers, and 
that for the future this declaration ihould be 
conlidered as a fundamental code. 

But although thefe effential points Were ob- 
tained ; yet fo many fubjefts of altercation ftill 
xemained, that for fome time all further plans 
for compbfing the differences were fruitlefs. 
The deputies repaired to Morat, where they 
were employed, from the 25th of April 1782 to 
the 25th of July^ in hearing appeals, revifing 
and confidering the arguments on both fides, 
and confulting on the bed methods to conciliate 
the two parties^ 

The burghers however diffatisfied with the 
chieis of the ariftocracy, formed a rfefolution to 
refufe taking the annual oath df allegiance to 
the Great Council ; nor were they without great 
difficulty prevailed upon, by the three deputies 
in perfon to perform the ufual homage. Dif- 
pleafed never thelefs, \nth the deputies them- 
felves, and confidering them as partial to 
adminiftration, they delivered a memorial, in 
which, after reprefenting their g\icvances, they, 
P 2 threatened 
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tfate^tetied to upp&l to the geti&ral di^ bf tbe 
thirteen cantom nflfembted at ¥Vauenfield. 

A meafore of fe akitnteg a nature, tending 
to produce a material change hi the principles of 
the Helvetic Union, was ftrongly T€^obated by 
tfec members of that ebnfedcrticy. For it was 
Wged (and with great re«fon) that by introducing 
an innovation of fuch puMit notoriety, the difpates 
between the refpeftiv^ governments and their fub- 
jefts would be liable to become more niamerous 
and dangerous, and that in the end each can- 
'ton would fan under the guardianflttp of the re- 
inainder. On the other hand, what rendered the 
prefent crifis ftill more alarmmg was, that the 
court of France, confulted by feveral leadmg 
members in adminiftratron, tendered her good 
'offices towards compofing the diflenfions. And 
although the three cantons reprobated, with con- 
Yiftent dignity, the mtervention oi any foreign 
po^er, and declared that Friburgh, on accepting 
fuch a mediation, ftotfld be excluded from the 
Helvetic Confederacy ; yet it was apprehended, 
that cfe to ilicreafe of the troubles, the French 
would find fome pretext to interfere in the affairs 
df Friburgh, as they were aftoally engaged to 
thofe of Geneva. 

Influenced by thefe confiderations, the three 
mediating cantons, anxious to bring matters to 
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a fp<edy conclufion, fo'evailed upon the ruling 
party to confent to feveral alterations in the coor 
ftkution. At kngtb, after various delays, dis- 
putes, and conferences, the deputies publifhed, 
on the 19th of June, a manifeilo, declaring, that 
on an impartial and diligent review of the vari- 
ous memorials and manifeftos on both fides, the 
aflfertions of the burghers were groundlefs, ait^ 
dxeir demands unconftitutional ; that the prefeat 
form of government had fubfifted above two 
hundred years, and that the fupreme authority 
refided in the members of the Great Council. 
To this declaration they added, that the three 
cantons would defend and protect the exifting 
ibrm of gQv^rnment, and would never permit an 
appeal relating to the amendment or alteration 
of the confiitution, to any other power than the 
fi^ireme council of the republic $ thai tribunal 
being alone competent to fuch queftions. At 
the fame time they recommended to government 
a repeal of the difabling claufe, which excluded 
the nohility from the office of banneret or fecret f 
to admit fome new families into the fecret 
burgberihip { to hear and redrefs any remaining 
grievances, and to correA any defers in the 
Conftitution* 

This declaration, being accepted by govern? 

pent, was read, on the 28th of July, to. the 
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burghers affembled in their refpeftive tribes; but 
fcveral ajnpng them protefting formally againft 
it, the three principal lingleaders of this oppofir 
tion weris baniihed, their protefts difregfUrded, 
and tranquillity reftored. 

Soon after this final pacification, the Great 
Council paiTed feveral a&s for the redrefs of 
grievances, reqioved fome burdens and ufages 
which had been the objed of general complaint, 
and amended the conftitution in the following 
points: i. A perfed equality is eftabliChed ber 
tween thtfecret burghers \ the antient nobles are 
no longer difqualified from holding the office of 
baxmerets oxfscreti^ but do not enjoy any prece? 
dence in confequence of their titles> which in all 
a6ts and deeds within the canton of Friburgh 
are omitted. In return, all the Jicret burghers 
are, without diftin^lion of perfons, efteetqed 
equally noble. 2. Sixteen n^w families have 
been admitted into xhtficret burgherfliip, which 
addition nearly completes the number of a hun^ 
dred families, and it is further enafted, that on 
the extinftion of any three families, an ^qual 
liumber ihall be ele£led without delay. 3. The 
vacancies in the fixty, inftead of being indifcrir 
minately fupplied from fhe members of the two 
hundred at large, are now filled up according 
to feniority, 

4- But 
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4. But the great and principal alteration in 
die form of govern ment, refpeds the new con« 
llitution of xh^fecret chamber ; which is changed 
in the following important points. 

!• The members of that committee, inftead 
of being nominated by a majority of voices in 
their own body, are now taken from the fixty, 
and chofen by blind ballot. The candidates are 
no longer under the neceffity of being prefented 
by a member of th^fecret chamber ^ but, on ad^ 
dreiGng themfelves to their banneret, the letter is 
obliged to deliver in their names to the feeret 
chamber. As each vacancy is fuppfied from the. 
particular tribe in which it happens, this aUera**^ 
tion mud reduce the candidates to three or four: 
in order, alfo, to prevent cabal or corruption, 
if there (ball be only one candidate, he is nolt 
nece0arily eleded ; but it mud be discided by 
lot, whether he (hall be chofen or reje^ed, and 
if there (hould be a majority of ballots for the 
negative, he muft wait till the fublequent year, 
before he can have another chance of being app 
pointed. Each member, on his election, fhall 
pay no more than ^. i 10 x. to each banneret 
and fecret ; and the money (hall be delivered to 
the fecrerary, and by him be equally diftributed. 
9* Neither father and fon, nor two brothers, nor 
piore than two perfons bearmg the faine oarpe, 
P 4 fl«U 
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fliattbe admitted at the feme time mto the y? 
eres chamber. 3. The members (till retain th^ 
fight of filling up all the vacancies m the Comw 
cil of two hundred, with the ufual proTxfioti^y 
diat the candidaces fhall be twenty years of age ; 
and that the promotion fliall take place einerf 
two years. It is further decreed, that, on oatb^ 
onder pain of deprivation, no more than laoc^ 
crowns* fhall be received for the nominatien} 
and that the faid f urn, mftead of being folely ap- 
propriated to the perfon who is to appomt, fhall 
now be delivered to the fecretary, to be by him 
equally diftributed among the four bannerets^ 
wbtn either of them (hall eleft, or among the 
members of the fecret chamber^ belonging to 
the tribe in which there is a vacancy, when the 
turn devolves upon either of them f * It is more- 
over added^ that if the perfon prefented by a. 
bamieret, or zfecret^ (hall be rejeded by twa 
th^^dsof the chamber, another may be prelented \ 
but if the fecond is rejefted, the right of pre- 
ientation (hall be transferred to the banneret, or 
yirr^/, next in rank of the fame tribe. It is a](b 
ftq3ulated on oath, that all promifes of ezchang- 

• Of 25 bach each, the whole fum jf» 171 13/. 10 /• 
f Each banneret to nominate the iirft vacancy in his 

o"kTl tribe, and then t-jidi/ecret by rotation, according to 

iiilii^Hi^y In his particular tribe. • 
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log prefentations, or fimilar engagements, ffaall 
not be valid for the future; thofe only excepted^ 
which are now abfolutely fubfifting, and which 
amcern dther a fon of the contrading party, at 
» perfon whofe name is fpeclfied. 4, The power 
of excluding perfons from the principal charges 
of government, is ftiU referved to them ; but 
they are exhorted to ufe it with great precau- 
tion and care. 5. The interpofition of a negative, 
exercifed by a fingle "banneret, is no longer fuf- 
ficient to reje£t a motion in the great council^ 
The oppofition, in order to render it valid, njiult 
now be founded on a precife law, and unani-* 
moufly approved by the four bannerets : but if 
one Ihall diffent, it is then referred to the Coun- 
cil of two hundred, which fhall decide, by a ma- 
jority of two thirds, whether the negative (hall 
be confirmed or rejefted. 6. The power of pro- 
posing, formerly vefted only in ^tfecret chamber ^ 
is now extended to the members of the Senate 
and the fixty ; and the mode of deliberating on 
fuch propofitions and motions, is attended with 
forms more or lefs complicated, as the obje£k is 
more or lefs important* In^ll inftances the laws 
are prepared and finally drawn up by the fecret 
chamber. 7. The fecreU (hall take an oath be- 
fore the bannerets as delegates of the Great 
p)uncil, to obey all the ordinances of that af- 
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fembly, and to obferve the prefent articles, with* 
out retrenching or adding to them. And it is 
ftjfther ordered, that no "alterations fhall be made 
in the prefent conftitution of xhtfecret chamber^ 
unlefs approved by three fourths of their own 
body, and by two thirds of the Great Couii* 
cU*- 

• On confidcring the recent difturbanccs, the nuin<« 
ber of the difiiffcAed, and the ^xclufive privileges of 
the fecret burghers, it was natural to fuppofe that 
the French would have found more adherents in this 
canton, than in any other part of Switzerland ; but the 
reverfe was the truth. No innovation was made in the 
conftitution before the furrender of the town ; and the 
xnagiftrates (hewed lefs inclination than the people (o re- 
lift the French. On the fame night in which Soleurc w^s 
inveftcd, a column of the French army, under the com- 
mand of General Pigeon marched towards Friburgha 
furprifed the outpofts, and fummoned the magiftrates, 
who were roufed from deep by this unexpe£^ed attack^to 
an immediate furrender, while the French adherents in 
the town feized the arfenal. The magillrates inclined 
to capitulate, were deterred by the influx of 4000 pea- 
fants who flocked into the town, recovered the arfenal» 
and with 1500 Bernefe troops, prepared to defend it tQ 
the laft extremity. A meflage being difpatched to 
General Pigeon that the magiftrates, overpowered by 
the people, could not offer a capitulation, fome fhells 
Were thrown info the town, feveral houfes fet on fire, 
a breach made in the walls, and the French prepared 
to ftorm the place. The troops of Bern, perceiving the 
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Cbeefe of Gruyeres — Hermitage near Friburgb. 

rpiJE canton of Friburgh contains ^ fmall 
portion of arabl<? land, but abounds in paf- 
tures i accordingly, its principal articles of ex- 
portation confift in horned cattle, cheefe, butter, 
^d hides. 

The ^heefe, well known under the name of 
Gruyeres, whiqh is exported in large quantities, 
IS made on a chain of mountains about t^n lea- 
gues in lengtl) ^nd four in breadth, extending 
from the bailliage pf Schwartzenburgh to the 
diftrifts of Vevay and Aigle in the canton of 
I^ern. All the cheefe, thougji made in the fame 
planner, is not of the fame quality j a difference 
probably arifing from the diverfity of the foil j 



untenable (late of the fortifications, and the timidity of 
the magifirates, marched out with 30 cannon, and ac- 
companied by the 4000 peafants, without being moIefte4 
by the enemy. The town was inftandy occupied by the 
French, and a provifional government elected by the dif- 
ftricts of Friburgh fuperfeded the form«r magiftracy* 
piaata, vol. II. p*434. 
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the fame plants not growing at all heights, and 
the lower paftures, calHd gites^ being not in fuch 
eftimation for their goodnefs' as thofe in the moit 
elevated fitUatioas. 

The whole diftrifk is divided into greater or 
leffer ferms, which the proprietors let out in 
leafes of three or fix years, at the annual rate of 
1 6 J. * to ^. I 10 s. during five months foi* each 
cowj according to the nature or elevation of the 
ground : the lower paftures, though not of the 
beft quality, are the deareft, becaufe bemg fooner 
freed from the fnow, and later covered with 
it, they afford food to the cattle for a longer 
time. 

Each farmer, having rented a mountain, hires 
from the different peafants in the canton from 
forty to fixty cows, from the 15th of May to 
the 8th of Oftober, and pajrs at the rate of from 

^.i 6 s. toX- I 13 ^» 6^- P^r ^^^ J ^c^ cow 
upon an average yields daily from twenty to 
twenty-four quarts of milk, and fupplies two 
bttadred pounds f ^ cheefe during the five 
iponi^hs. On the eighteenth of Odober the &r« 
jBier reftores the cows to the diffident proprietora; 

* Tbis letter was written in 1796, fince which period 
perhaps the prices are altered. 

t Each pound contains feveateen oances and a fra&^ 
lion. 
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Ttie cattle am dien fxiftared in the ineadoFm 
Which have been twice mowed, uiitil the lotfa a* 
nth of November, when, on accooat of the 
feow, they are urually Temoved to the ftables, 
2nd fed during wtniser on hay and aftergrafs. 

As the mountains in the canton of iFVibai^k 
afford pafture for at leaft 15,000 cows, it may be 
^rmated that they annually fupply about 30,000 
hundred weight -of cheefe fit for esqsorcation; 
beCiAt 2^00 or 3,000 after their return ham. 
the mountains, exclufive of a thinner fort, whidi 
ts made in various pans of the canton. The 
cheefes fit for exportation weigh from forty t^ 
fixty pounds each, and are fold from ^. i 17 *. 
^o jC* ^ P^ hundred we^t. Befide the cows 
which are paftured during fummer in the moun- 
tains, the canton contains about 12,000 bebng- 
ing to the landholders, which fupply their fa- 
-milies with milk. 

The buildings neceflary for making cheefe 
confift of a chalet or cottage, which contains a 
room with a furnace for boiling the milk, a cel- 
lar-where the milk is preferved, and a (lable 
4br fixty or feventy cows ; near it is a kind df 
•dairy-^oom, kept in an equal degree of tempera- 
* tune, where the dheefes are every day turned 
Bnd falted. The thicknefs of the Tat,.in wiuch 
each chtek is psefied, is about feur inches. 
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The caiks for exportation contain ten cbeefe^i 
excepting thofe deftined for Italy, which hold 
only three, in order to be conveyed by mules 
acrofs the Great St. Bernard, The cheefes well 
packed up bear the tranfport into the tnofl: dif- 
tant countries ; they ought to be kept in a damp 
place, and frequently waSied with white wine, 
to preferve them from infers. When the cows 
return from the mountains, a fpccies of cream 
cheefe is made in autumn, and even in winter ; 
it is much eileemed, and is dearer than that 
of Gruyeres. The greater part of the fait ufed 
on thefe occafions is drawn from Franche Comte, 
a fmall quantity from Lorraine and Bavaria, but 
its quality is much inferior. The confumption 
of the whole canton, for all purpofes, is at leaft 
ao,ooo hundred weight, of which 15,000 is 
drawn from Franche Comte. 

A great number of mares, foals, and horned 
cattle, are annually raifed iri the canton : the 
oxen of three or four years old are fold in the 
canton of Bern, in the country of Neuchatel, 
and in Franche Comte. Upon an average it may 
be eftimated that the canton of Friburgh an- 
nually fupplies pafture for 37,000 cows and oxen. 

In our route from Friburgh to Bern, we made 
a fmall circuit to the village of Nieuneck, to an 
hermitage, that lies about a league from Fri- 
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burgh ; and which has been highly extolled by 
travellers on account of its fingularity. It is 
formed in the folid rockj and was the work of 
two men ; as fuch, it is an adonifhing perform- 
ance, but, in any other refped, is fcarcely worth 
vifiting. In the lad century a hermit (rooped 
out a hollow in: this rock, jufl fuffident to lie at 
full length: but his fucceflbr defiring a more 
commodious n^ahfion, hewed, in the heart of 
the mountain, a chapel, feveral apartments, and 
fiair-caies. The length of the whole is above 
four hundred feet ; one room is ninety feet long, 
and twenty broad ; the deeple of the chapel, if 
it may be fo called, is eighty feet high, and the 
chimney of the kitchen ninety. 

The hermit who perforated this habitation, 
was near thirty years engaged in the work. 
What a wafte of time and induflry ! But fuch is 
the folly of fequeftered fuperflition, that, for 
want of better occupations, it frequently has re- 
courfe to laborious trifles. The fituation of the 
hermitage is extremely beautiful : the rock hangs 
over the river Sane, which meandering between 
two chains of hills covered with wood, fills all 
the valley beneath. The prefent hermit is a 
German ; and with him lives an old foldier. 

From this hermitage to Neuneck (where 
the canton of Bern commences) the country 
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18 rkh and finely wooded; on our right me 
had a diftant view of rugged rock$, tbe fnowy 
alps rifiQg above them and clofmg the profpeft. 
The fun was now decfinmg : the various tints of 
die evening, the purfde gleam ctpon the nadoed 
tocksi: and the rays of the fetting-fun upon the 
glaciers, which feemed to glow almoft into tianf- 
parency, caft fuch a byeantifiil radiance over this 
magnificent fcene, as even the luminous pencil of 
Apelles himfelf, who is faid to have painted 
•* f$ia pingi non poffimty fitlgura l5f fidgetra *,** 
would in vain have attempted to imitate. 

I am, itc. 

• " Things which cannot be painted, thunder and 
lightning.'* Vid. Plin. H. N. lib. 35. c. 10. 
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Town and Canton ofBeYfi. 

Bern, S;pt. itf.' 

•^ Was much {buck, on entering into Beini 
"* with its fingular neatnefs and beauty. The 
{principal ftreets are broad and long, not (Iraight^ 
but gently curved ; the houfes are moftly uni- 
form,, built of a greyi(h (lone \jpon arcade). 
Through the middle of the (treet$ runs a lively 
ftream of the cleared water^ in a (lone channel^ 
Xiriiile feveral fountains are not lefs ornamental 
to the place than beneficial to the inhabitants^ 
Hie rivet Aai* almoll furrounds the towil, 

. !winding \ii tourfe over a rocky bed mu$:h 
bdow the level of the ftreets, and for a con* 

: fiderable .way forming by its deep and craggy 
banks a kiftd of natural rampart. The catbe- 

. dral, a noble pile of Gothic architecture^ ftands 
Upon a plitfotta r^fed from the bed of th^ river» 
aAd Gommands a moft ext^nfive view.. TI^ 
adjacent country is tichly cultivated, and agree- 
ably diiTerfified with hilb, lawns, wood, aONd 
water } the river flows rapidly below, and ^ 
Vol* II. <^ abrupt 
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abrupt chain of rugged and fnow-capt alps 
bounds the diftant horizon. Such an aflem- 
blage of wild and beautiful objeds would, in 
any place, prefent a ^nofl: fttiking profpeS ; but 
the effed is greatly heightened when feen from 
the midfl: of a large town. 

According to tlie native hidorians, Bern was 

built by Berchtold the Fifth, duke of Zaeringen^ 

<jnd •was, from its foundation^ an imptii^'dtf. 

^ponhis death m 1218, the emperor £Tederic 

cthe SjBCond confetred upon the inhabitants. con- 

^fid^r^ble privileges, and compiled a code, which 

•forms the bafis of their prefent civil law. The 

\fib^ty which this city enjoyed, attta£led many 

'perfons from the adjacent coomry,*who fbuad 

^a fure afyium from the oppreffion 6f the nobles. 

Although Bern from its foundatidn wasiengaged 

in perpetual wars with its neigfabouis, and for 

Tome time with the faoufe of Auftria.} yet it 

-continoed to aggrandife itfelf 'by ideghees, aril 

eoniiderably enlarged its territory. In the 

-yeiir^ 15539 ^^^ acceded to* the Sietv^ic coii- 

'Tederacy; and poflefied >fuch 'ifower, even at 

'that early period, as to obtaln^lhe fe^ad raiok 

-among the Swifs cantons. Sin(^«h^ a(NpiiilticHi 

-of tlle>^Fiays de Vaud, the domaJAd«f>dii9tamtan 

i'lbtm neafly the third part' of Switzethnd, and 

-«^out the fourthof the adual p>opulatioti ; it coti. 

• - :-* 4ains 
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\sm 9b6^t 37CS009 Ibirfs, ^lufivc of ii,oo<y 
m the capjttl- A^ the btrodyaion of th^ 
reforautipn in 1528^ govtrnme^t acquired ,j^ 
Urge iacmfe of revenue by lecularizui^ the 
ecdefiafticsd pQiS^ifion& At the fame period^ 
the whole canton followed the ^eisai^Ie of th^ 
capit^d i and the reformed religiott was pexma- 
AendyeftabUhed. 

The cs^iton is divided into two great divi- 
Oonsi the Pays de Vaud^ and the German 
dUtrid. Tihe Pays de Vaud having been con- 
quered frojo^ the .houfe of Savoy, and the Ger^- 
XWt di(Uidir<;mi the ftat^s of the empire } ju(lic^ 
H admUi^lf^ed) imd tax^^ regulated in each by 
fN^ttliar laws ^d cufto);tis. Each of thefe divi- 
lic^8 bii3 .i(8 treafurer and chamber of appeajl 
fofidoBkt » %hfi capital : the chamber of appeal 
ikcloogmg tQlhe Pays d^ Vaud judges in the la(t 
refi^rt.; faut the inhabitants of the German 
jdiftrid 4my .ippeal to the fovereign council. 

T-h^ 4bci9ty as extremely agreeable, and 
foseigneis are receive^ with great eafe and 
politenefs. The men do not meet in feparat? 
ibcietbs ; and the women are the life and orna- 
jnent a£ ihdr daily afrembtie$, which bfgin about 
Sovar or £ve in the afternoon, ajad f ontinu^ ti^ 
ei^, when the partis \ifiiaUy retire tp 
didr w(pe£tive houles* Dancing is a frequent 
tmufement at Bern } there is a public ball every 
0^2 fortnight j 
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fortnight; and in winter fcarcely an evemng: 
pafles without « one. Thefe direrfions com'* 
mence at fo early an hour as five in the after-* 
noon, on account of a (landing order of govern- 
ment, which prohibits their continuance after 
eleven. Englifh country dances are ufually 
introduced, but the tua/fej (which is a fpecies of 
allemande,) the favourite dance of the natives^ is 
moft common ; the parties arrange themfelves 
in diftind couples, and follow each other in a 
circular direction, the gentleman turning his 
partner with great velocity. The life and fpirit 
of their dances ftrike an Englifhman with afto- 
nilhment, and can fcarcely be conceived bj 
thofe who have never feen them. The gaietj 
of the parties is ftill more enlivened during the 
fummer months, when the natives refort to a 
garden near the town, and dance under an 
op^ pavilion amid fcenes of rural feftivity. The 
foreigner who prefers the conftant intercoUrfe of 
company to a more tranquil fociety, wiH chufe 
the refidence of Bern rather than that of any 
other town in Switzerland. 

There is but little trade in the capital : Ibme 
few manufactures indeed (chiefly of linen and 
filk) have been eftabliflied ; but are carried on 
by thofe only, who have no profped of being 
admitted into the fovereign council. For thofe 

fandiia 
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&miHes who enjoy any influence in public affairs 
would hold themfelves degraded, by engaging 
in conxmerce ; and as ofSces of the ftate, es^cept 
bailliages, are in general not very profitable^ 
nor indeed numerous, many enter, as their foic 
refource, into foreign armies* One general 
advantage, however, is derived from this anti^ 
comniCTcial fpirit : the members of government 
not being interefted in kying reftridlions on 
trade, do not, as at Zuric and Bafle, confine 
the exclufive right of eftablifhing manufaAures 
to the burghers of the capital; but wifely 
extend that permiflion to all their fubjeds^ 
without diftindlioa. From this circumftanee, 
in conjunction with the mildnefs and wifdjsni 
of government, arifes that comfortable date, 
and even affluence, which peculiarly diftin- 
guiflies the peafantry in the whole canton of 
Bern : to the natural refuit of thefe wife regui> 
lations may be reafonably imputed the attach- 
ment to government particularly obfervable in 
the German diftrift *. 



* No fubje As ever difplayed mor? attachment to ^hcir 
government, than the peafants of this canton ; ajid 
m^y inftances occur in the hiftory of ^ern, when they 
flocked in crowds to the capital^ to offer their affiftance 
in fujppreSing all attempts to make innovations in the 
Q^ cojiftStution. 
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It is remarkabfe, that the peaCtots, who have 
acquired opulence cither by maiiu^ure^ or 

agricnhur^} 



eortftitntion. 'this unvaried attachihcnt tb the fbfinct" 
government is n. fafficient ealogy rf its xmldnefs and 
equity* and affords a decifive anfWer t^all the rcproadiet 
of tyrannical oligarchy* urged by a few difaffeftcd per* 
fons, and exaggerated by the French. 

The addrefs of the fifty delegates chofen by the people 
to afllll the fupreme council in amending the conftitu- 
tiotiy beaK the tnoft honourable teftimony to the wifdoln 
and integrity of government : 

** It was to fatisfy your views, that* as footi as we 
liad taken our places in the affembly of t|ie government* 
alterations were propofed to us* which appeared ufeful 
to the genei*al good of the country* and fui table to cir- 
cumftances. tVe have fupported thofe propolirions with 
firmfatfs, as you entruftcd to us the care of co operating 
a& we (hould judge neceflary for the fafcty of the country. 

V If it b< true that Cur conftitution was not exempt 
from abufes* which human weaknefs renders almoil 
infeparable from governments, how many have already 
difappeared through the wifdom and prudence of the 
adminiftration ? Did we not pofTefs* in the fulleft 
extent* the fecurity of perfons and property* the two 
moft precious advantages of civil fociety ? Can the 
adminidration be accufed of a fingle deviation from 
juftice ? Can the members of our government be re- 
proached with the lead inclination* that could look like 
corruption ? Could the treafures of the ftate be admi- 
niftercd with a ftrider refponfibilityj with greater eco- 
nomy ? 
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agxicukiire, fekbm quit their fituariqn ;; tHey^ 
coatimie ia the fame bedsits which they con*^ 
traded in the earlier period of life, and, how* 
eyer wealthy^ never give their daughters in 
marriage but to perfons of their own defcrip^ 
tkn. 

. The public buildings are c6n(lru£ted in a 
noble fmiplkity of ftyle, and announce th4 
riches and grandeur of the republic. The arfe^ 
nal contains arms for fixty thoufand men, and a 
omiiderable quantity of cannon, which are ca(b 
in the town. The granary, an excellent infti- 
tution, limilar to that of Zuric, always contains 



nomy ? And if the fertility of a parched and rocky feU*. 
if the profperity of a loyal sation, that has preferved^h/^ 
ancient purity of its manners, be mod certain proofs gf 
the goodnefs of its government, is it not yourfelves who 
render this glorious teftimony to the fupreme power ? 
Woe be to you, if ever you can forget it 1" 

The heroic intrepidity of the peafants, who volan^ 
tartly facrificed their lives in defence of the conftitutioBi 
notwithftanding the irrefolution of the government, 
plainly proves that thefe fentiments were indelibly im-. 
prcflcd on the hearts of the people. 

Tho progrefs of the fatal revolution in the canton of 
Bern, and dii^blutiqn of the government, are relate^ 
in the intcoda^ory account of ^e cpnqueft of $^it« 
zerla^d. 

C^4 ^ a large 
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a large provifion of corn, fupplied in con» 
{equence of particular treaties by France and 
Holland. 

The charitable inftitutions ar? numerous^ 
liberal^ and well direfted. The hofpitals arc 
in general large, clean, and airy; and, in. the 
^mfiAoufe for the reception of: fifty poor dti- 
HEWs, is a curious eftablifhment fimilar to one 
Vhich I noticed at Bafle. .Diftreffed travellers 
Ve treated ^ith a meal and a lodging, if at 
gight, and receive fixpence on their departure ; 
}{ fick or woundedf they are maintained till their 
recovery. 

The houfe of corredion, which, when the 
benevolent Mr. Howard vifited Bern, was in fo 
deplorable a ftate, is now extremely well regu- 
lated, and reflefts great honour on M. Manuel, 
member of the Great Council, to whofe 
care and attipntion this falutary change is 
chiefly owing. Formerly all delinquents, with- 
out diftinftion, were confined together; but 
are now feparated : two houfes are efta- 
blifhed, one called the Houfe of Correftion for 
greater crimes, and the other the Hopfe of 
Labour fqr piilijemeanors. The prifoners are 
alfo difcriminated by the appellations of brown 
and blue from the colour of their clothes, with 

which 
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^Mch they are fupplied gta:tis during the' term 
of their confinement ; the brown colour is 
appropriated to the houfe of corredion^ the 
bkie to the houfe of labour. The men and 
women are lodged in feparate apartments. Both 
are conftantly employed, fometimes.in cleaning 
the ftreets, and other fervile occupations; at 
other times they are taught to read and write> 
and intruded in Various trades, which may 
aifift them in gaining a maintenance at the 
expiration of the time for which they were 
fentenced to hard lajL>our« By thefe means the 
ezpence of the eftablifl)nient is nearly fupported, 
and an honeft livelihood alTured to thofe who 
would otherwife prove ufelefs or pernicious 
members of fociety. 

There are four tables, at which the refpefUve 
feats are a mark of diftin£kion appropriated to 
good behaviour, and a larger or leffer (hare of 
provifion is diftributed to each in proportion to 
their induilry. After earning their food, the 
prifoners in the houfe of labour receive ten per 
cent., thofe in the houfe of corre&ion eight per 
cent.9 for their extra work* 

Public juftice is wifely and impartially admi« 
niftered; and the torture, which had forfome 
fime fallen into difufe^ is now formally abolifiied 

.by 
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by a puMie dft of goveifnikient; Hm htitoane 
and jufl ad; forms a di^Baguifiied sra iA. the 
hiftory ef Swt£ii jutifprttdence ; aa thi exampk of 
fo powerful and wife a government ^amtot fiul 
of having a genfsral influence ; aad it i» to be 
bopfdj will b« th^ prelude to the afac^tictt 
gf torture throughout Switzerland, 

The foleimnity ufed in paffing capit;»l ffpt^eobe 
on a criminal^ defiervas to be mentioned and 
imitated. The trial being fini&ed^ the prifQner 
is informed of his cohdemf^tion by the Gr^nd 
5tfi^/«^y (Hr lieut^iant of tb« police^ and attended 
by two clergymen^ who prepare him for deaths 
Qn the day appointed for e^c^tion^ a largQ 
Icaflbld, povered with a black canopy, is coivr 
Uruded in the middle of the principal ftree^ 
The avoyer, with a fceptre in bis hftnd» is 
ieated on an elevated kind of throne betweeq 
two fenators, and attended by the chancellor 
and lieutenant of the police, holding an iron 
ftick, called the rod tf bloody all habited in 
iheir official robes. The criminal being brought: 
tp the foot of the fcaffol(l without chains, the 
chancellor reads aloud the fentence of condeoHki 
9ttiQft» at the concluiion of which the avoyer 
Inds the eucutioncr approach, who iililaiitty 
b)94a the arau of the culprit, and leads him ta 
fM place of execution. , 

The 
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The public library is a fmall but well-chofen 
coUe£Uon, containing 2o»oeo volumes, a ca- 
binet of Swifs coins and medals, and many 
curious manufcripts, of which M. Sinner, ^ 
man of great erudition, has publiihed a judi* 
cious catalogue.^ He has not only fet forth 
dieir titles, and afcertained their age, but ha< 
alio given a general and fuccinA account of 
dietr refpedkive fubjefls, and from many ha$ 
publiihed extrad;s equally curious and interefting. 
Among thefe MSS. are fome of the thirteentti 
century, confilling of feveral fongs . and ro<f 
soailces of the Troubadours, written in that 
and the preceding ages, which merit the atten- 
tion of thofe who are converfant in that fpecies 
Qf ancient poetry. 

Learning is neither fo univerfally encouraged^ 
Hor fo fuccefsfuUy cultivated here as at Zuric ; 
the academical ftudies are principally directed to 
thofe branches of knowledge more elTentially 
neccf&ry for entering into the church. The 
fociety for the promotion of agriculture is almoft 
the only eftablifliment diredly tending to pro- 
mote the arts and fdences, but meets with little 
^uqteoance from govetftment. 
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I FE£L a very fenfible fatisfa£tion on adding, 
that this enlightened government no longer 
merits the reproach of not fuffidently encou« 
raging literature ; it is now awakened from 
its former lethargy, and begins to perceive that 
it is the intereft of every wife ftate to efteem 
and proteft the fciences. The magiftratcs have 
lately purchafed and appropriated a large man- 
fion for the public library, increafed the collec- 
tion of books, and procured from England an 
cxtenfive apparatus for experimental philofophy. 

Among other undertakings, a new map of 
the canton is now preparing under their aufpices, 
by the profeffor of experimental philofophy, a 
great deftderaium m the geography of Switzer* 
land, as the alps of the canton are incorredUy 
delineated in all the maps which have fallen under 
my obfervation. I am alfo. happy to add, that 
the Reverend M. Wyttenbach has lately infti- 
futed a literary fociety for the ^^ promotion of 
phyfics and natural hiftory in general, and that 
of Switzerland in fwrticular. In January 1788, 
this fociety confifted of ten members refident at 
Bern, of whom feveral poffefs, and others are 

forming, 
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ibtming, coUedions agreeable to the plan a( the 
inftitution. The members have eftablifhed 
regular correfpondence in various parts of 
Europe, and readily anrwer the inquiries of 
foreign naturalifts, relating to the natural 
hiftory of this country. An inflitution founded 
x>n fuch liberal and extenfive principles, and 
having one objeft principally in viewj cannot 
/ail to render the moft eflential fervice to 
fcience* 

I agd) &c. 



LETTER 56. 

Government 0/^ Bern* 

"Vjn ERE I to attempt entering into a minute 
y^^ difquifiiion concerning the governmenc 
of Bern, my letter would not only exceed its 
proper limits, but would hardly be contained 
within the extent of an ordinary pamphlet* I 
am perfuaded, therefore, you will readily excufe 
me from putting your patience to fo tedious a 
trial; but you will probably think me very 
incobfiftent indeed, if, after having akeady 
. . 7* defcended 
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defoended into Ie& intereftxng deCaSs^ t IkotM 
f9& over in iilence a government, the ^fdom 
of whofe adnuntftralaoa is fo juiUy admimL 
Let me ende&vour then to &fltch the general 
outlines of this conftitution. 

The fovereign power refidet in the Great 

Ck)uncil of two hundred i which, when com* 

plete, Goniifts of two hundred and ninety-nin^ 

members, chofen from the citizens ; from whom 

they are coniidered as deriving their power, and ae 

acting by deputation. The authority with which 

they are invefted, is in fome refpeds the moft 

uncontrouled of any among the ariftocratical 

ftates of Switzerland. The government of 

Lucem is indeed called the moft ariftocratical 

of all the cantons ; and it may be fo, perhaps, 

with refpefl: to the fmall number of families, to 

which the adminiftration of affairs is entrufted ) 

but no war can be declared, no peace concluded^ 

XSD alliance made, no taxes impofed, without the 

.<onfent of the burghers in a general aifembly^ 

At Friburgh and Soleure the burghers ate like* 

.wife convened upon particular occs^ns : wheresis 

ithe Great Council of Bern (fince 1682, when it 

was declared the fovereign,) is retrained by no 

conftitutional check of this kind } as a general 

afiembly of the citizens is never convened 00 

any bccafion* 

The 
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The execute poiMr^ iof ^yenmenf ate 
delegated by this fovereign-GOQnctt to tiie^inste^ 
^rfao&R by t3i0mreiT«8 ftcmi.^tiw omi^tkdjz the 
fofrmer affembles ov^inattlyithne ttroetavadc, 
aad jextraoriia&riiy upon ^sarticilar Ofc»ifioDs ; 
the fenate every day, Sundays excefted. 

Thefenate, comprjTing: the two a-oyers, or 
chiefs of ihe lepablic, is corapofed oi twenty- 
feven members ; and from this feleft bnjy .asc 
dirawn the principal magiftrates. * On a va^mcy 
in the fenate, twenty-iix balls, three of wllA 
arc golden, are put into a box, and drawn ly 
the fcveral members : thi)fe who diraw the thre? 
golden balls nominate three ele&ots out of nhetr 
'body* In the fame manner, feven members are 
chofen from the Great Council, who alfo nomi- 
nate feven eleftors out of their own body* 
Thefe ten eleftors fix vipon a certain number of 
candidates, ilot exceeding ten, nor lefs than fix,; 
and thofe among thefe candidates, who have the 
feweft votes in the Sovereign Council,^ retire till 
their number is reduced to four : then four ball^ 
tWQ>golden and two filver, are drawn by thi^ 
tfenr Teaiaiiiing candi^tes ; the two who draw 
the fotmer are put in nomination, and he who 
has the greateft number of fufFr?iges In the 
.Sovereign Council, is icbofen. But, to be eK- 
gible^ the* candidate vii^uft . have been.a member 

of 
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of he Gteat Council ten years, and mull bti 
tnarted or a widowrr^* 

Tie Creat Council is generally filled tip every 
ten year- } as within that period there is uCually 
a deficiacy o( eighty members to completie the 

♦ M» ?ls»ita juftly obfcrvcs, that although I have de- 
fcribedth^ mpde of balloting with (ufficiei^t accuracy, yet 
I have ^^ pointed out the true objed, which he thud 
defcriMs; 

« Pbt reaftn of this repeated alternation by lot and 
balc^f cannot but bt obvious to thofe who will be/low 
ffkt thought upon the fubjedt. Its greateft excellence 
Jtrhaps confided in making the chance of lots apply 
thiefly to the eledkors, and not to thofe who might pre- 
tend to the fucceffion ; by which means the dangerous 
sffe&s of cabal were in a great meafure obviated ) and 
yet a fair profpedl of fuccefs was given to the merito- 
rious, while thofe wholly unqualified could entertain 
little hope of being preferred. The feleded candidates 
drew lots only in one ftage of the proceeding, and this 
,when their number, being reduced to only four» an eyen 
.chance was given to thofe few to whom eminent qualifi- 
cations had fecured the marked approbation of their 
fellow- citizens ; and when fortune proved unfavourable 
"in one inftance, repeated opportunities would occur, in 
-whichj unlcfs fhe proved fingularly unpropitious, the 
defired objefl would ultimately be obtained. This mode 
will admit of much meditation, and may perhaps afibrd 
fome hints for imitation. It has here been explained 
fomewhat at large, as no limilar inftitution occurs in any 
republic, either ancient or modern.'* Planta*s Hiftory 
of the Helvetic Confederacy, vol. it. p« a6u • ' } 
Vv whole 
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Vhole number of two hundred and n!nety^nmc» 
A new eleftion can only be propofed on a vacancy 
of eighty ; and cannot be deferred when there 
18 a deficiency of a hundred* The time o( 
elefBon being determined by vote, each avoyet 
nominates two of the new members ; each fei<^ 
zenier, and each member of the fenate, one; 
two or three other officers of ftatc enjoy the 
fame privilege. A few petfons claim, by virtue 
of their offices, a right of being elected, and 
are generally admitted* . Thefe feveral nomina^ 
tions and pretentions co|nmonly amount, In 
the wholep to about fifty; the remaining 
vacancies are fupplied by the fuffhtges of the 
fenate, and the feizeniers *• 

The Seizeniers are fixteen members of the 
Great Council, drawn yearly from the abbayes 
or tribes; two from each of the four great 
bribes, and one from each of the remaining 

♦ This mcafure of deferring the eleAion till the 
nnmber of vacancies amounted to eighty, though not 
dangerous in times of tranquillity! was extremely impo^ 
litic In a period of innovation.. It gfeatly contributed 
to diforganiie the government, at the commencement of 
the late rev(Jution» as the admiflion of fo many new 
members, who wer^ moftly infefled with French prin* 
ciples, proved the fource of that fluduation which diftin- 
goiihed the counfels of this govcmm€&t» and precipitated 
its downfall. 

Vol. II. R eight} 
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eight ; the cahdidates sire generally * talcen^fV6*rfi 
thofe who have ^eitifed t^e ottlcfe of Barffrs; 
iind are eleded by lot. Every year dirlng three 
days at Eafter, all other employments In *tlie 
ftate are fufpended, except tliofe of 'tHe t^an* 
n^rets and the feizehiers, who are 'mveffed with 
?in authority fimifar to that of tn,e ^oriiari denfors. 
In cafe of mal-acfminiftration, they may ^eWt)*e 
any mehiber from the Great'Cbun'Crl, *6r*Siiliire J 
t)ut it is a poWer'which they never exefcirej aiid 
fhould tliey tHihVprbper to exertitj'm fenreil(i(i 
muft be confirmed By the'^council. 

The principal ^magiftrates are, tf/b avoyets', 
two treafurers, arid four bahriefetV; ealili 
phofen by a majority of voices in the Sove- 
reign Council, and yearly confirmed in didr 
refpedive offices. The avoyers liold' their ^6ft 
for life; the treafurers, nx years; atid tHfe 
fennerets, four. At llafter 'the avoyef in office 

* I idij generaUy^ becauie it is not abfolutely fixed, that 
all the feizeniers muft have been bail ifs ; for If It hap- 
pens, that in- one tribe there are two perfons, one of 
Tvhom has been a bailif, and the other is a member of 
the Great Councili they ^raw lots for the charge^ And 
fhould a member of thp Great Council be the only pne' of 
Jils tribe,, he become? feizenicr of cbui-fc, provided lie is 
eligible. In order.to be feizenier, the candidate' liTdft l5» 
married, or a widower, and have neither Ills i^t3ier*dr 
brothiy in the fenace. 

"* 'i'^vera 
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iricir^s iip Ws authority, in ^1 cotmc3> to 
his colleague. iPhe rrigning avo^r (its on 
an tl«¥aicd fbat^ under a* canopy, and die -ieal 
of die republic lies, upon the table before bim^ 
He never ilelt^erg his o{mBon except it it 
<leBttnded ; be enjoys no Tote uniefs the niufti 
ben are eqioal^ and 91 thft caf<^ be has ikt caftf 
ing voice. The ex-avoyer is the firft fenator ia 
iMJk, and prefidcnt of the fecret coundL 

The two treafurerS) one for the German 
^Bftrift, and the other for th^ Pays de Vaud^ 
form> in conjundion with the four bannerets^ 
an economical chamber, or council of finance * ; 

which 

^ The ^Bancfes ^tt f egukted with tJie ftrideft. eeo- 
toomy^ and yet the expenditure wis anfwerabte to ^ 
dignity of klie republic. 

The iaiaries of the principal tnagiftraties were ex« 
tremely moderate : 

Reining aVoycr *^ £• 40O 

-Genatorsy each — 150 

Banneret •*• •**- ^30 

^leht ^revenues %ere derived principally from the public 
demefiiesy ^^hich were appropriated at the time of 
the Heformationf the tithes fequeftered at the fame 
^poriod> -and stfligncd to the maintenance of the olergy» 
.^piiUic^ieminaries, andoh^ritabtehiftications; qmt4rents^ 
«ad.monopoty of fait, uid gunpow:der} produce of she 
^j^efiyoffice, euftoms and tolls, duty on wine Jmport^ 
into the capital) and fines impafed-*for nufdei^fiaaors 1 
uv/;- IL z alio 
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^ich pafies the accounts of the baitifs^ and 
receiTes the rerenuea from thoTe nrho arei 
iccountable to government. The four ban- 
nerets, together with die ex^avoyer^ the fenibr 
treafurer, and two members of the fentte, com** 
pofe a committee or iiecret coundl^ in whkb 
all (late aflfairsy requiriag iiecrecy, asc di& 
cuffed. ' 



alfo %> cax on thq '^ie&ation of landed propertf in 
the FrcAcli diftridl; the intercft of money accnmu- 
lated from a regular progrefljon of favings, of which 
hear £. 506,000 were lodged in the Engltfli funds. 
' TheT whole revenue has been ftatedy by the beft autbo* 
ritiesy as not exceeding 300,000 crowns, which were 
always more than fufficient to fupply the czpendi- 
lure, And to conftrq^ andfupport the magnificent public 
works. A large treafure was always referved in a vault 
of the capital for the fupply of fudden emergencies^ and 
the care of this vault entrufted to the principal magif* 
trates, who had each a feparate key, and without then: 
concurrence, and a fpecial order from the Sovereiga 
Council, the door could not be opened* 

The amount of this treafure could not be accoxatelj 
afcertainedf but it muii have been very confiderable^ s(s 
not lefs than £. i6o»ooo iUrling was depofited in tkt 
mountain^ of Haili and Oberland* The pillage of this 
treafure was one of the principal objeds of the French 
Diredory^. to defray the expences of their armamenc 
againft Egypt. In the plunder of Bern, the French did 
n^ acquire lefs than X* 400,000 in Ipccit* 
w i . I hare 
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1 haye only defcribed tfade dght magi* 
Araciet, as bdng the chief offices of the 
ft^te, and exercifed by members of the Senate. 
But although the form of this conftitution is 
driftocratical, and the Senate poffefles a very 
cohfiderable influence, yet it does^not enjoy that 
almofl: excluiive authority, which is obfervabk 
la many ariftocratical governments. For, by 
feveral wife and weU-obfenred regulations, th^ 
fioverdgn Council, although it delegates thf 
mod important concerns of goyernixient to thf 
Senate, yet aflembles, at dated times, suid 
fnperintends the adminiftranon of public affairs. 

It may alfo be remarked, that although the 
anciem houfips retain very confiderable influence, 
and are more readily entrufted with the admini* 
ftration of aflfairs; yet the principal charges 
are not exclufively con$n$d to them; many 
new families being admitted into the Sovereign 
Council on every eledlion* It mull never- 
thelefs be acknowledged, that, as the citizens 
are continually diminiihing, and the vacancies 
never fupplied ; it would well become fo wife 
a government to receive occafionally new 
families into the burgherfliip, in order to 
prevent the ill efFefts arifing from the partial 
and narrow fpirit of too confined ^Q oligar- 

R 3 c^y- 
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cby ^ ObireAunent blidduhiftM tlifodgtt>at 
hk feteral departmentB wtth great Iprecifiqa^ .aol 
e^ery bnfihsmce ttiecoted yti\h bsivmA difpaldk 
88 in a mobanhtdll ftate; The adiluiiiftMMioa il 
ccmdiifled ifeith great wifdoni apd modeiadbi^ 
and the rofers are particularly caudous not pf 
ttacroach upon tte privil^;es of theluhjed* ' 

The canton h divided into a certain number 
bf diilri6h^ catted 1>aiUiages, o^ec which 'botl^ 
iite chofen from the Sovere%n Ceuncfl; and 
(hefe ^fts being \he moft profitaUe in the 
iiifpofal of gbvernmdorty are the great objeiSsoF 
general purfaic. Fornierly ^he haQ]&» takeik 
hidiS^rently from the Senate or 6t<eat Comfcil, 
were nominated by the bannerets; but as this 
xhethGrd rendered the members entirely depend 
eiit 'upon tbofe tvbo had the chief credit and 
itiflu^nde in tUe commonwealth, the modt 
6f eFeftion tirtis altered m 1712, and they «a« 
liow chofen by lot. No competkor, however, 

* Since the publication of this work, the government 
admitted fome new burghers both from the Pays de Vaud» 
and from the German diftnd* Among thefe was M. Cer- 
j,cat of Laufanne. But the number was too fmall to pro* 
duce any material efifed ; and the admiflion was clogged 
with fo many reftridtions, that no advantage could be 
derived bdfore the third generatibn. 

can 
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CT^ be wcefved as ^ c^jij^ate, ip oppofition to 
a Riore a^pi^t ipci^b^c of the Great Council : 
for wlUnce^ l^^who wa^ a^mi^t^d ia 1766, can^ 
fipt ftand againft one qhpfen in i7j|6. None 
bat inarrie4 V^P^ pr v^4owers are eligible ^ nor 
can any p^rfon occupy more than once the prin- 
cipal bailliages \ thofe of a lefs profitable Und 
inay be poflfcfled thr^e^ tifQes, 

Thp l^aUifs ^c reprefcntaiivps of the fover 
reign power ii^ thpiir refpeflive diftrids; thev 
pn&rce ;he edias 9f goverjimpnt, coileft thf 
public revenues, aj^ a^ juftiges of (the peac?^ 
and are j.udges ixf. civil iuid criminal caufes^ 
except whep-p ther^ is any local ^ jurifdiflion. 
In c|vil caufes, beyond a certain value, ah 
appeal lies xo the courts of Bern : in criminal 
affairs, the procefs undergoes a revifion in the 
fenate, and is referred to l;he criminal cham^ber, 
which inflifts puniihment for fmall ipifdemean- 
ors J in capital cafes, the fentence muft be con- 
firmed by the Senate, and by the Sovereign 
Council, if the delinquent i^ a citizen of Bern. 
The bailif delivers his accounts to the econo- 
mical chamber, to which court an appeal lies, 
in cafe of exadlion on the part of the bailif, 

• The lord of the cftiite of Di«(bach enjoys, within 
•hijs own lands, the fame powers in criminal atFairS} as 
arepofrclFcd by the bailifs in their rcfpe<5live difln(5ts. 

R 4 or 
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or of his officers ; and with refpeft to the mif- 
demeanors punilhable by fine, of which the 
bailif is entitled to a (hare, the proportion of 
the penalty is not left to the arbitrary decifion 
of an interefted judge, but fettled by the legifla- 
tare with the moft fcrupulous exa£lnefs. 

Ahhough, from all thefe confiderations, it 
ihould feeoi, that every poflible precaution has 
been taken . by government to prevent the 
extortions of the bailifs ; yet inftances have not 
been wanting to prove, that thefe wife and 
ftrid regulations may be eluded ; thefe Inftances 
are very few, but feveral examples occur in 
which extortions have been feverely puniOied, 
and the government has even (hewn great readi- 
nefs to lillen to all appeals, and to afford fpeedy 
redrefs. 

The profits of the bailiPs office arife from the 
produce of the demefnes, of the tythes, certain 
duties paid to government in the refpeftive bailli- 
ages, and from the fines impofed for criminal of- 
fences. In fome parts of the German divifion, 
the bailif is entitled, upon the death of every 
peaf^nt, to a determinate part of the inheritance ; 
Although his ihare is very inconfiderable, yet 
in fome fituations it may prove an opppre(Eve 
tax upon the family. This tax is the only in- 
(lance that has fallen under my knowledge, 

where 
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where the peafants of this canton are liable to 
any impofition^ which can juiUy be deemed 
grievous. 

Although there are no ftanding armies in 
Switzerland ; yet in many of the cantons, and 
particularly in Bern, the militia is fo well re- 
gulated, that government can ailemble a very 
confiderable body of men at a moment's wara- 
ing. To this end, every male at the age of fix- 
teen is inrolled, and about a third of the whcde 
number are formed into particular regiments^ 
compofed of fufileers and eledionaries ; the for- 
mer confiftmg of batchelors, and the latter of 
married men. Every perfon thus enrolled, is 
obliged to provide himfelf, at his own expence, 
with an uniform, a muiket, and a certain quantity 
of powder and ball ; and no peafant is allowed to 
marry, unlefs he produces his uniform and arms. 
Every year a certain number of officers, who 
are called Land Majors, are deputed by the 
council of war, to infpedl the arms, to complete 
the regiments, and exercife the militia. Befide 
this annual review, the raiments are occafion- 
ally exercifed by veteran foldiers, appointed for 
that purpofe. 

Befide the arms in the ar&nal of Bern, a 
certain quantity is alfo provided, in the arfenal 
vpf each bailliage, fufGcient for the militia of that 

dittria; 
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dlAviSt ; and Wk&onk a funa 6f \a^ef amouat* 
lag to three ipoDths? pay,' mhick is a{>propria^ed 
to the eledionaries in cafe of a^lual fervic^ 
'^h^ dragoons are chofen frdm the fubftantial 
dr-tMra; ai^each perfon is obliged to provide 
<4iis horfe and accoutreoients. In time of peace^ 
the avoy^ oot of oflice is prefident of th^ 
^ou&cU of war, and a membei' of that coqbciI 
i^ commander of the miVitia in- the Pays de Vaud^ 
but during t^ar a general in chief is nominated 
fo¥ the forces ^ the republic. A certain num^ 
her of regiments being thus always in readjnefs^ 
'fignals are fixed 'On the faigheft part of each 
l)aitliage, for affembling the militia at a particular 
place in each difiriftj wh6i:e they receive orders 
^ marching. 

Before I clofe this letter^ I &M juft memion 
»a inftitution called the Exi^erior StatCy as re- 
markable for its iingularity, as utility* 2t is a 
model of the Sovereign Council, and is com- 
pofed of 4hofe burghers, who have .not attained ' 
^he age requifite for entering into that Council. 
It has a Great Coux)cil, a Senate, two avoyers, 
tr^afurers, bannerets, and feizeniers ; all of 
whom are chofen in the ufual manner, and with 
the accudomed ceremonies. The poft of avoyer 
in this mimic community is Iblicited with great 
afliduity, and fometimes obtained at a confider- 

able 
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able expence ; ag the fuccefsful candidate is al- 
ways admitted into the Great Council, without 
any ferther recommendation. This body pof- 
fefies a certain number of baiUis^ges, which con- 
fid of feveral rumed caftles difperfed over the 
caatpn i it has ai^d its commoa treafare, and its 
debts. In this laft article, however, it by no 
iBsaiis re&mbles the sfibual gdveruBsetat of Ben, 
which is not cbty free irom debt&i biit:|>oflefled 
of a Vety confiderable f imd ia Tef(3rye ** 

mm resiarkable inftitucion, vuiy be con- 
fidkred as a poSkiicai feminary fQr;tHe.yHoath of 
Bemh It renders them acquainted with the 
forms of the conftitution ; and, as the members 
debate upon all kinds of political fubjefts, affords 
them an opportunity of exercifing and improv- 
ing their talents, and by that means of becom- 
ing tiiore capable of ferving the public, wheii* 
ever they may be admitted to a ftare in the ad- 

miniftration. 

I am, &c« 

• tie badge or coat of arms borne by this mimic 
common wealthy is an ape fitting on a lobller, and view- 
ing itfelf in a mirror. 
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LETTER S7' 

Biographical and Literary Anecdotes of 'Hatler. 

£ERN ba» produced few men highly emment 

in fiterature; but has eftablUhed her glory 

in being the birth-place of the celebrated Hallen 

Albert Haller *, the youngeft of five brothers, 

wa$ bom on the i6th of Odober 1708. His 

father, 

• The materials for this biographical (ketch » arc chiefly 
eolkdted from the following lives of this great man, 
which, as I was informed, by his elded fon, fmce deceafed, 
arc thofc to which moft credit may be given, i . Ledem 
dis Htrrn .*vou HaUtr^ by George Zimmermas. Zuric» 
X755. The author was the dxfciple and friend of Haller. 
3 . Lohrede auf Herrn Albrtcbt nfon HalUr\ 'veu Hem *f/om 
Balthafar. Bafel, 1778. The author was Haller's inti- 
mate friend, and was well acquainted with the principal 
events of his life. He is the fame gentleman who^i I 
have mentioned in vol, i. Letter 23. 3. Lohrtde auf Herrn 
Albert Haller, Durch, V. B. Tjcbarner des GruJfenRfLthh 
ts'e» Bern, 1778- M. Tfcharner, being a native of 
Bern, and an intimate acquaintance of Haller, his ac•^ 
conni dcfervcs implicit credit. He was author of feveral 
cftcemed works on the topography and hiftory iif Swit- 
zerland. He died in 1 778, a fliort time after he had pro- 
nounced 
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£uher, E^nanuel Haller, a citizen of Bern, prao 
tifed the law as an advocate with great fucce& ; 
^nd in 17 13, removed from the capital to Baden, 
where he was appointed fecretary of that bail- 
Kage. 

Although many accounts are ufually related 
concerning the early genius of diAinguiflied per<^ 
Ions, which do not always defer ve implicit cre« 
dit; yet the premature abilities and application 



noimced this panegyric on his dcceafed friend. 4. EUgt 
Hiftorique d* Albert at HalUr, avec un Catalogue de fes 
OeMvres, Geneve, 1778. Sennebier, the writer of thi« 
cologiunit is well known as the learned author of BMi$' 
^qtii 4li Geneve, and oi Hiftoire Litter aire de Geneve, He 
informs us, that he received fcveral anecdotes from the 
family of Haller* 

Many other panegyrics and lives of Haller have been 
publtfhed in various parts of Europe ; but as they were 
moftly written by thofe who were not perfonally ac* 
^uainted with him^ I have not cited them as aathorities. 
His fon mentions nineteen lives and panegyrics of his fa- 
ther, that had fallen under his notice in 1784. See BibI- 
Schweit. Gefiiich. vol. ii. No. 882 — 906. I have been 
enabled to add feveral anecdotes which I procured at 
Bern, and from his eldeft ion the late bailif of Nyon. 
• The completefl lift of Haller's works is to be found in 
the 6th volume of " Epijioltt ad Hallerum fcripta,^^ Bem^ 
1775* His fubfequent publications may be fupplied from 
Sennebicr's catalogue. 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



^S4 LETTER 57. 

of HftHct »e inconteftably proved. Wheaihe 
had fcarcely attained fais fifth year he was accti(*> 
tomed to write the new words^ which ht reccfl-^ 
lefted to have heard in the cotn-fe of -the day. 
His progrefs in the languages was fo rapid, that 
in his tenth year he could ttanfiate irom the 
Greek, and compofed for his private ufe » 
€ha!daic grammar, a Greek and Hebrew lexU 
con. His paflion for leKers was d$b ib general 
and ardent, that, about the fame period^ he 
abridged from Bayle and Moreri an hiftorical 
diSionary, comprifing above two thoufand Kves^ 
and diftinguiflied himfelf by a fatire in Latia 
verfe againft his preceptor Abraha(Di S^illodz, a 
perfon of coniideraUe learning, but of a cvp^^ 
cious and morofe difpoiition. 

Such unwearied application, and a,itonifhi<ig 
progrefs in a youth, ought to hav« enfured the 
approbation and encouragement of hisfamiLy* 
On the contrary, bis father, who had deftinfid 
him to the law, reproved his growing taftc for 
polite literature, was particular offended at his 
inclination for poetry, as likely to di;aw him from 
the feverer occupations, and qbje&ed to the va^ 
riety of his purfuits as too defultory ^ad luper-^ 
ficiaL He did not confider, >that, during chikU 
hood, the principal obje£t of education is to in^ 
f ufe a tafte for application in general } and, that 

when 
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iibtki t4ief>afe is ^ttidettd as -broad as poffiUevIt 
fiiay alwiays, !ike a pytkmid^ be teduoed to m 
poiht,' Bvrt neither his feifhfer's Tepeatbd ex^ 
liortati6ns,norhis preceptor's fevere admonitioas, 
cotrM confine his ftudies to dne objeft, cq- check 
his inffatiahle thirft for gendral information. 

In fhis manner he was educated until 172^, 
whep, on his'father's death, he was removed to 
the pnblic fchool at Bern. He was placed in a. 
Chfs ftr above his age ; and uftially wrote in 
Greek the exercife ivhich he was expe£J:ed ^o 
compdfe in the Latin tongue. In 1723, he ob« 
tained permiffion to^ccompany a young friend 
to Bienne, hi' order to be inftruAed in philofo'^ 
phy by the father of his companion, who was a 
celebrated phyfician. But his new preceptor 
.being a bigot to the Cartefian fchool, Haller 
^oon rgeded with difdain that logic and philofo* 
phy, which tended to craYnp his genius rather 
than extend his knowledge, and continued to 
cultivate hiftory, poetry, and polite literature, 
but with as little order and method as might be 
-ixpcftedfrom his years. 

lialler, during his refidence at Bienne, began 

a cuftom, which he afterwards followed through 

life, that of writing his opinion of the books 

/Which he perufed, and making large extra^s 

'from them. His genius being alfo awakened by 

the 
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Ae romantic (cenery of the country to poetical, 
enthuiiafmy he cotopofed vark>ti$ pkce& in the 
epic, dramatic, and lyric ftylei. He wa$ at this 
time fo entirely abforbed in this favourite (ludy^ 
that, a fire breaking out in the houfe In which 
he reiided, he ru(hed into his apartment^ and 
refcued his poetry, leaving his other papers, 
with little regret, to the flames. When a more 
mature age had ripened his judgment, he was 
frequently heard to fay, that he had preferved 
from the flames thofe compofitions which he 
then thought the fined produflions of human 
genius, Jn order at a fu£ire period to configtl 
them to deftruftion as unworthy of his pen *. 

In 

* Many of Lis biographers have confounded theft two 
facls; and, from a natural prnnenefs to exaggerations have 
afTerted, that at Bienne, Hallcr, with a greatnefs of mind 
above his years, burned his pofttical compofitions, from 
a ftronjT convi£lion, that poetry tended to alienate his 
mind from the feverer ftudies : whereas, the very con- 
trary happened. He faved his poetical pieces in prefer- 
ence to his other papers, and burned them afterwards, 
bccaufe they would have difgfaced his reputation ; al- 
tlK)Ugh, as juvenile produ^ions, they were not wholly 
without merits I have in this inftance preferred the au* 
thority of his particular friends, Balthafar and Tfchaf- 
ner, to his other biographers, who had not fuch opporto* 
nities of obtaining the truth* Befides, as a confirmation 
of their evidence* Hailer did not intermit his poetical 

ftudies I 
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bk this period of life^ Haller tcoo^ftires kimiblf 
to a wild plMK, which is Idfc to gtow iMitboM 
P^'^^^g} 7^ t^s very cfarcamftMce was probo* 
bly the principal canfe of his future pr0fickttcy» 
aad thas foundation of that UBiv^fal knowledge 
which be aft^r^ards acquired. > 

He was originally ifttebded fbf the law; but 
his adive miad could ncMfwbmit to foUow a pnn- 
feffion which ^rould limit his inquiries ; Irhich 
eatirdy depended on (ffecedent tod authority $ 
and which^ to ufe his own quotation £rxMK 
Homo^ in a letter to bis friend Bonnet, obUgel 

yttdrt in-^erbii iHa^iJfru 

And aldioi^h he could not fubmit to the 
fhackies c^ that narrow phHofophy^ fo ftrongly 
recommended and enforced by his new precep- 
tor^ yet he appears to have been principally de- 
termined by his advice to dedicate himfelf to 
phyiic ; the ftudy of which comprehends fuch 
a variety of literary purfuitSi as feemed conge- 
nial to the zeal and activity of his capacious 
mind. He no fooner formed this refolution, 

ftadkft ) and wrote ftt f tibkgeii hr^ Vttrgtn^^tdkKJttn anl 
SOmSkcbf^ yithkt art the ear^ft i^dmittS hk imt |ftift 
to t^ public* 

Vol. II. S than 
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than he adopted a more regular and uniform 
plan, than he had hitherto been able to purfue : 
he removed, towards the end of 1723, to the 
univerfity of Tubingen, where he profecuted 
his (Indies, under the profeflbrs Camerarius and 
Du Vernoy, with that unwearied application 
which never forfook him. From Camerarius 
he learned thofe found principles of rational 
philofophy, which teach us firft to doubt, and 
afterwards to believe, and which are equally re* 
moved from credulity and fcepticifm. From the 
leAures of Du Vernoy he imbibed his firfl tafte 
for botany, and made fo rapid a progrefs in the 
ftudy of anatomy, that his mafter, from feveral 
differtations, predidled his future proficiency. 
Notwithftanding his ftrong and invariable attach- 
ment to thefe two branches of natural biftory, 
he reprefents himfelf as ftudying, invitd minervdj 
againft nature ; anatomy though he could not 
fupport ofFenfive fmells, and botany though he 
was extremely fliort-fighted. At Tubingen he 
alfo diftinguifhed his knowledge in mineralogy 
by refuting the error of Tournefort, in afcribing 
to foffils a vegetating power. 

During his continuance in that univerfity, he 
gave an inflance of controul over his paffions ; 
a difficult conqueft for a young man of ftrong 
feelings and lively imagination. A fingle devia- 
te tion 
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don into excefs, intp which he was hurried by 
the example of fome of his fellow-pupils, fo 
greatly affefted a perfon like him, no lefs ena- 
moured of virtue, than fufceptible of ingenuous 
Ihame, that he inftantly formed a refolutioil 
to abftain from wine, and adopted a ftri£t« 
nefs of morals, which renders highly proba- 
ble the affertion of Condorcet, his French 
encomiaft, that he was defcended from a fa- 
mily, in which piety might be faid to be here- 
ditary. 

In 1725, Haller repaired to Leyden, to which 
place he was drawn by the great reputation of 
Boerhaave. Here he found a more ample field 
for the improvement of his mind, and the difplay 
of his abilities. He became the favourite fcho- 
lar of Boerhaave, by whofe example and en- 
couragement he ftrengthened his growing in- 
clination for botany. He noted down his maf- 
ter^s leftures on the Jnjlitutes of Medicine with 
fuch precifion, as afterwards gave birth to one of 
his mofl ufeful publications. He continued his 
anatomical ftudies under Albinus, then rifing 
into fame, and the venerable Ruyfch, who fo 
highly improved the art of injefting anatomical 
preparations. The precarious flate of his healthy 
probably occafioned, of at leaft increafed, by hii 
intenfe application, induced him to accompany 
S 2 two 
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two of Ws countryipcn through pwt of Ger- 
many* Qq hU return, in i yz6^ he recdved his 
401^07's d^ee» though only in the nineteenth 
year of bis age» and puUilhed on that occafioa 
hia inaugural diilertiition de Duduf^livaU C^h- 

In 1717 he vifited England, yw favourably 
r^eceiv^ by Chefelden, Douglas, and Sir Hani 
Sloane ; v^d improved his koowlodge of medi- 
cine aod furgery under the auf{)ic^ of thofe ce* 
lebrated men. At Paris, whither he next direOicd 
his cQurfe, he ftudied botwy uoder Geofiroy 
wd Juffieu ; anatomy under I^e Draa and Win* 
flow, a celebrated furgepo. Window was indeed 
his £ivourite mafter, whom he propofed to lus 
difciples as the bed model for their imitation, as 
an anatomift, who, (hackled by no fyftev, d^ 
fcribed iimply and faithfully what he himfelf ob* 
ferved in Iiis diiTe^ons. 

Haller jMropofed to continue his travels t9 
Italy, that country where medicinal knowledgt 
firft revived in the datker ages, and wheie, 

** Smit wittthe love of /acred Jcng^^^ 

he might indulge his enthufial^i and imprgvc his 
tafte in daflical liter^tiire \ but the uncertain ftaite 
of his health, the m^I^ulk dupays which fo r^ 
markably a$e£U; the Swi& in foreign parts, and 

on 
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cm which be his» eortipofed a ^m, te>gether 
trith the tidvice of his friends, prevsdled oir^ bh 
incliaation, and itiduced him to return to his na- 
tive city. 

In his way t^ Bern he (lopped at Bafie, in 
order to ftudy mathematics under the celebrated 
John Bernoulli ; and in this, as well as in every 
other inilance of his life, applied whh fuch inde- 
fetigable perfeterance, as if that fcience was the 
fole dbje£k of his future refeatches. His pro- 
ficiency in fhefe ftudie» is fufficiently proved 
by feveral treatifes ffill extant ih manurcript, 
on arithmetic and geotnetry, and particularly 
by hte remarks on the Marquis de THofpitars 
Analyfis of Infinitefimals, and his attachment 
to theDt by his being deeply employed in a pro- 
f&ottid calculation on the day of hb marriage. 
But though he made fuch a progrefs as afto- 
niihed Bernoulli himfelf, he continued his othd^ 
purfuits, being appointed to read leAures on 
anatomy during the ficknefs of the profeflfor. 
Whfle he fulfilled the duties of that office, he 
alfo attended the Jeftures of Tzinger on the 
pra£Kcal parts of medicine; thus at the fame 
time <fiiphtying, with equal propriety, the dig- 
nity of a profeffor, and the humility of a pupil. 

During the fummer of 17^9, he accompanied 

his friend John Gcfher, into the mountains of 
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Switzerland y an excurfion rendered memorable 
\)Y its fuggefting to him the plan of a Flora 
Helvetica^ and by infpiring his poem on the 
Alps, which he compofed in the twenty-firft year 
of his age ; a poem as. fublime and immortal 
as the mountains which are the fi)bje6^ of hi$ 
fong. 

Not long after his poem on the Alps, he wrote 
bis ethic epiftles, on the Iraperfeftion of Human 
Virtue, on Superflition and Infidelity, on the 
Qrigin of Evil, on the Vanity of Honour, Va- 
rious Satires, Doris, a Pafloral on his firft wife, 
and his much admired Elegy on her death* It 
is a convincing proof of Haller's verfatile genius 
and mental powers, that he fo eminently e3;;celled 
in poetry, which, except in his early youth, he 
never confidered otherwife than as agi amufe- 
ilient, pther to foothe him under affliflions, and 
in the bed of ficknefs, or to confole him for 
0e envy and negled^ of his contemporaries- 

The founded German critics place Haller 
among the mod eminent of their poets ; and con- 
iider fublimity as the grand charaderiilic of his 
writings. They acknowlege, that he improved 
the harmony and richnefs of his native tongue; 
that he poffeffed the higheft powers of invention, 
and great originality both in his ideas and lan- 
guage ; that he is the true colourift of nature y 
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that be founded the depths of metaphy ileal ^and 
moral fcience ; that he equally excelled in pic 
turefque defcriptions, in foft and delightful 
imagery, in elevated fentiments, and philofophi« 
cal precifion. A few fupercilious critics have 
reproached his poetry with bccafional obfcurities j 
^d accufe him of introducing a new language 
aifededly differing from the comipon modes of 
di^ion. Cold criticifm may cenfure \ but 
twenty-two fucceflive editions of his German 
poemSy and the tranflation of them into the prin- 
cipal languages of Europe, prove, that they pot 
fefs the great aim of poetry, that of pleafing and 
interefting the reader. And it may be remarked 
with truth, that although Haller's (lupendous 
labours in erudition and fcience render his poeti** 
cal talents of inferior account ; yet had he con- 
fined himfelf to the mufes, poetry alone would 
have immortalized his name. 

It is time to accompany Haller to his native 
city, where he returned, in 1729, expcQing from 
his countrymen the fame refpeft and patronage, 
hie had fo liberally received abroad. But he had 
the mortification to experience that negleft, and 
envy, to which every man of genius is expofed 
in.his own country, and which he feems to have 
augmented by his fatirical compofitions* 

S4 He 
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Ht Maimed three yetr^ without having the 
teHreft (o procure any pttbltc employment; 
though he prerailed on Grovemntent to eftabliflx 
an anatomical theatre, $bnd gave leftures gratis ; 
yet he M not fucceed in obtaining the place of 
]^h]^ian to the hofpftal, which he much defired. 
H6 aJiftr foKcited a profeftn-Ottp, and was re^ 
pttlfed. He too fafifibly felt thefe dilappoint- 
SMnts, and exprefled his impatience and indi^ 
ftaik)& in hi» fatirical poems, while he redoubled 
hia ^ipplication and fervices in order to force 
hHnfetf into pitbHc notice. 

Th0 ftrft diftiflguifiHhg tribute to bia Sterary 
talaMs wa& pajd by the Royal Society el Upfala, 
which, in 1735, chofe him a member. Thiis 
eledioA was the prelude to more honourable 
and benefiitkl employments ; in the Ssnme yeav 
his countvyraen at length acknowledged his merit, 
by appointing him dtreAor of an bo%ifeaI and 
pnt^fic iibrariaR. As director, hedMinguiAed 
himfetf by bis^ zeal and humanky $ as librariaa 
h^ beftowed great poms in arranging the books, 
and in forming the &rft catalogue* Scavcdy 
any braach of literature, however remote from 
his uRrak octsupations, was omitted by Haller, 
whenever an opportunity prefented itfelf, either 
of improving his general knowledge, or of be^ 
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ing ufeftti to fciencew FiikBng ia the public 
Itbrary a cc^ledion of amient medak, \crhkb 
bad been hkherto neglefted, he took confider* 
able pleaftrre in elaflmg them. His love of 
hiftory induced him to pay great attention to the 
ftttdy of medals, which hejuftly confidered as 
the moft anthentic documents of hiftorkal truth, 
and the moft certain monuments to afcerts^ the 
ever-flufluating ftate of language- 

His literary reputation began now to fpread 
by various botanical, anatomical, and medical 
publications, and by a colIeSion of poems*, 
which firft made its appearance in 1732. 

At length, in 1736, he received, unfoKcited, 
the offer of the profeflbrflrip of phyfic, botany, 
and furgery, in the univerfity of Gottingen, 
newly eftaUifted by George the Second. Not- 
withftanding all the advantages and honours 
which accompanied this offer, he, for fome 
time, hefitated whether he fliould accept it. 
Re had, in 1731, efpoufed a young lady of 
good family, whofe great beauty and accom- 
pIAments were rendered ftill more endearmg 
by her aflRe£tionate fobfervience to his marmer of 
Cfe. She had brought him three children^ and 
thefe ties attached him more ftrongly to his 

♦ Verfuch Sch^eit%»rifcbtr Guticbti. The bed edition is 
printed at Berni 1775. 
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native place, where his merits procured him 
many fmcere friends, and the air of which he 
confidered as in fome refped neceifary for the 
prefervation of his health. On the other hand, 
the honour of being invited by fo great a 
monarch, the dignity of the ^ftablifliment to 
which he was called, and the Gonfideration of 
having a more ample theatre for the improve- 
ment of his knowledge, induced him to remove 
to Gottingen, 

He quitted Bern with much regret; pre-^ 
faging the heavy ftroke which overtook him 
foon after his arrival in that univerfity; he 
loft his wife. The death of his beloved Mari. 
anne, whofe memory he has celebrated in a 
pathetic elegy, afflided him fo deeply, that it 
almoft brought him to the grave. In this 
crifis of defpondency he redoubled his applica^ 
tion, as the moft probable means of fubduidg 
his forrow, and the duties of his ftation forced 
him from the contemplation of his own grief 
into public life. 

During feventeen years, in which he refided 
at Gottingen, where his abilities expanded in 
proportion as his opportunities of acquiring 
knowledge increafed ; he obtained from govern- 
ment the eflablifliment of a botanical garden, 
which he fuperintended, of an anatomical 
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theatre, a fchool for midwifery, and a college 
for the improvement of furgery. He formed 
the plan for a Royal Society of Sciences, of 
which he was appointed perpetual prefident. 

The comprehenfive mind and verfatile genius 
pf Haller, united with his unremitting diligence 
^d ardour in all his purfuits, enabled him to 
cultivate with uncommon fuccefs a variety of 
knowledge^ Had not the great Swede pre- 
occupied the field, Haller would have ftood the 
fird among bis contemporaries as an improver 
of botany *, Yet botany was not among hi$ 
earlieft purfuits : for he informs us, that he 
|iad made no advances in it until his return from 
his travels ; during his refidence at Bade, in 
the year 1728, as if infpired, he fays, by the 
genius of tha; place, whi(;h had nurtured the 
3auhins, and where at that period botany was 
fuccefsfully cultivated by Staehlin, he laid the 
defign of his future Flora. From this time he 
made annual journeys into various parts of 
Switzerland, and principally among the Alps. 
Jle cultivated the correfpondence of the n\oft 
eminent botanifts, particularly with Scheutzer, 

* 1 (hould not have prcfumed to give any detailed 
account of Haller's botanical, mcdicaJ, or anatonycal 
works, had 1 not received affiftance on thefc fubjefts 
from my very judicious friend Dr. Pultency. 
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Lodwig, Lmnaeus, Van Royen, and Dr.John 
Gefher of Zuric, vfho alfo meditated a deiign to 
pobfiih a Swifs Flora, and freely communicated 
hb materials to Haller. 

His eftabKihment at Gotfingen enlarged his 
incws and opportunities; and dt length, in 
1742, his great botanical work on the plants 
of Switzerland, the refult of fourteen years 
ftudy, made its appearance. It was intitled, 
Enumeratio Methodka Stirpium Helvetia^ in two 
voh. folio, and was the moft copious Flora erer 
publiihed, comprifmg 1840 fpecies. The pre« 
face contsuns a compendious defeription of 
Switzerland, particularly of the Alps; an 
account of the authors who had written on the 
Swifs plants ; the recital of his own journeys ; 
acknowledgments to thofe who had affifted 
him ; concluding with the order and method 
which he purfued. 

After the preface follows a chronological 
account of 268 volumes, cited in the work, 
each accompanied by a general character ; in 
which, with great candour and impartiality, he 
points^ out the merit or demerit of the author, 
in the manner which he afterwards purfued in 
the Methodus Sttidii Medici^ and in the ffiblio- 
theca Meduina. This is a very ufefui and enter, 
taining part of his work> as it forms almoft a 
4 hiitory 
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hiftory of the progrels of the Iciaice, from the 
time of Brunfelfius to his own. He next deli* 
neates his own fyftem of hotany, according to 
which the plants are difpofed# Throughout 
this great work, Haller is entirely an oiiginal, 
not fittkfying htmfelf with giving the defcriptlooA 
of former writers, he appears everywhere to 
have deicrihed the plant himfelf5 and to have 
formed new genera, and commonly new fped- 
fical cbaraflers for the whole, accommodated to 
his own fyfteov He acquaints us, that it was 
his cuftom to write down the natural charadera 
of each plant on the day he difcovered it. 

In treating oa each fpecies, he has not only 
added a moft copious number of fynonymes, 
but appears to have confulted all the old authors^ 
eKtraded their fynonymes with uncommon dili* 
gence and fingular difcrimination, and arranged 
tbein« as much as poflible, in chronological 
order; a method highly worthy of imication» 
as it exhibits, at one view, a brief hiftory of the 
plant, by pointing out the firft difcoverer, and 
the r^ions of its growth. This, to the curious 
bocanifit is a very meritorious part of Haller's 
labour. To each plant is fubjoined a fummary 
aaount, from the beft writers, of the qualities 
zmd ufiis, both economical and medical* The 
work is embeltiflied with plates of fome rare 
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fpefcies, remarkable for their exaflnefs aiiddeli-' 
cacy. 

Having, in 1741, obtained from the kmg of 
Great Britain the eftablifliment of the phyfic 
garden at Gottingen, Haller publifhed the foU 
lowing year a catalogue of Its plants ; this was 
but a fmall volume, but the lift ferved to (hew 
the diligence with which he fulfilled the intention 
of the royal founder. In 1753 he much 
enlarged it, and comprehended the plants fpon- 
taneoufly growing in the environs, efpecially 
thofe of the Black Foreft. He informs us, that 
this volume was the produdion of a three 
months vacation, and laments, that the import- 
ance of his other employments prevented him 
from fulfilling his intention of defcnbing the 
plants of Germany at large. This little work is 
curious, fince it exemplifies his fyftem as 
extended to exotics, of which the new an4 rare 
kinds are defcribed ; but the fmall fize of the 
volume precluded the imroduftion of the gene- 
rical charafters. 

In 1745, he gratified the botanifts by a new 
edition of the Flora Jenenjis of Ruppiiis, and, 
that he might do juftice to the work, he took a 
journey to Jena, where he gained accefs to the 
papers and hortus Jtccus of the author. He 
prefixed to this book anecdotes of this extraor- 
dinary 



Digitized Ijy 



Google 



Anecdotes of Haller. ^yt 

dinary man, and, by reforming and augmenting 
the whole from^ his own dircoveries, he in fome 
meafure made it a Flora Germanica. Thefe 
performances were by no means the termination 
of his botanical labours. On his return to 
Switzerland, he continued his difcoveries in this 
branch of natural hiftory ; he alfo fent, at his 
own expence, perfons properly qualified into the 
lef& frequented parts of the Alps. 

The refult appeared in a new : edition of the 
Enumeration which was fo much improved, that 
he confiders it as a new work. It was publilhed 
in three vols. fol. in 1768, vmder the title of 
Hi/ioria Stirpium indigenarum Helvetia^ incboaia* 
The fubjed is arranged in his own method, 
with the alteration of inverting the order of the 
clafles, beginning with the Compofita^ or the 
Sptgenefta clafs of Linnaeus, and ending with 
the Cryptogamia^ which flood firft in the Enumet 
ratio ; both of which are objeftionable, as fub- 
jefting the ftudent to the moft difficult parts of 
the fyftem at his entrance on the ftudy. Several 
interefting particulars of the former publication 
are alfo omitted in thefe volumes, of which 
curious botanifts will much regret the lofe j for, 
though he has inferted, with enlargement, the 
phyfical geography of Switzerland, together 
with -the account of thofe authors who had 
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prerioufly inirtftigated the plants of the countiy, 
and has recited his own excurfions for that 
purpofe ; yet he has not introduced the critical 
catalogue of the authors, £atisfying himfelf with 
giving a bare lift of all the botanical writings, 
from the time of Theophraftos to iy68. It is 
ftill more to be regretted, that Haller. has fup* 
prefl^d, in this edidcm, a great number of fyno« 
nymes under each plant ; infinting only a few 
of later date: for although, in all polCble 
inftances, he has introduced the fynonymes of 
Linnaeus, yef he has, unfortunately for fuch as 
nfe the works of both, omitted the trivial 
names ; a circumftance which renders his book 
much lefs ufeful to thofe who are conver&nt in 
the fexual Tyftem. Yet thefe defeds are doubt'^ 
lefs more than compeniated, by the innumer'» 
able improvements made in the defctiptions^ 
both of the genera and fpecies, by the great 
addition to the number of plants, which are 
extiended from 1840 to 2486, of which more 
than 800 are of the Cryptogamia clafs ; Haller 
having, after Micheli, beyond any of his con^ 
temporaries, enlarged the order of Fungi, of 
which, he tells us, he had pointings of more 
than 400 fpecies made under his own infpedion* 
It is not, however, furprifmg, that Switzerland 
(hduld produce a greater variety • of vegets^bles 
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thm the middle parts of Europe ; when v^ 
r^&.diat the alpine fitoations afford growth to 
ibe phmti of the ardic regions, and the varm 
▼allies, to many of thoie common to fonthera. 
The value of 1 this edition is much oibanced fay 
enlarging the obfervations on the ules of plants } 
and by referring to his authorities for what it 
not his own, with his accuftomed accuracy*. As 
an acceffion to this work, it may be added, that 
the. author has, m the notes, under each genus^ 
introduced the plants of Theophraftus and Dio& 
corides, in as many mftances as they admit of 
being afcettained. 

Few botanrfts hare laboured more than HaU 
ler^ and yet his difcoveries in botany occupied 
otdy a comparatively fmall portion of his tune* 
'To fuch as feel not, in the fulleft extent, that 
enthufiafm which the love of (cience iafpfa'es^ it 
may appear a paradox to aflert, that the diflec« 
tion of human bodies could be a pleafurabie 
employment ; yet Haller, in 1 74a, pronounced 
a Spirited euk>gium, in the univerfity of Got- 
tingen, on the filbjed, and his zeal in the pur* 
fuit of anatomical difcoveries was attended 
witii uncommon fuccefs* He feems early to 
have apprehended, that the knowledge of the 
diftribution of ttie arterial fydem had not kept 
pace with that of the bones, mufcks, nerves^ 
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and vifcera, which had been feparately and dbty 
treated by men of eminence. Halier, therefore, 
wifhed to illuftrate more perfe£Uy this part of 
the human frame, and gave to the world a 
more complete fyftem on the fubjed: than had 
yet appeared. He publiflied the firft part of this 
great work in 1743, and the laft in 1756. His 
trads on other parts of anatomy, when col- 
levied in 1768, formed three vols, in 4to. The 
curious reader may fee an enumeration of his 
many difcoveries in anatomy and phyfiology,. at 
the bead of the iixth volume of his Phyfiology : 
although fome of thefe difcoveries may have 
been eoitt^fted by bis contemporaries, yet his 
unalienable right to mod of them, and the light 
particularly which he threw upon incubation, 
offification, irritability, and feveral other parts 
of the animal osconomy, will unqueftionably 
fecure to him a large and honourable fhare of 
fame with pofterity. 

Halter's emoluments augmented as his merits 
were difplayed ; and honours Sowed upon him 
from all quarters. He was elefted, in 1748, 
into the Royal Society of Stockholm, into that 
of/ London in 1749, and in 1754 chofen one of 
the eight foreign members in the Academy of 
Sciences at Paris. In 1739 he was appointed 
phyfician to George the Second, and king's 
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tounfenor in 1740* I& 1749 the emperor 
Francis conferred on him letters of nobility at 
the requeft of George the Second, and about 
the fame time the king, in a vifit which he paid 
to the univerfity, diftinguifhed Haller with par«-. 
ticular marks of approbation ; an honour which 
the author gratefully acknowledges, in an £ng- 
lilh publication, intitled '* A ihort Narrative of. 
die King's Journey to Gottingen,*' and in the 
dedication to George the Second, prefixed to. 
to his edition of Boerhaave's Metbodus Studii 
Medici. 

He declined, in 1745, an invitation to Ox- 
ibrd, which would probably have terminated in 
his nomination to the profeflbrfhip of botanyy 
vacant by the death of the celebrated Dillenius ; 
a fecond from the univerfity of Utrecht, and^ 
in 1750, a third from the king of PruIIia, with 
the offer of a very confiderable penfion* 

But of all his promotions, none gave him 
more real fads&fUon, than his eledion into the 
Great Council of Bern,* as it infured to him 
a retreat with dignity, and probably with emo- 
lument, in his native city, to which he looked 
forward with affe6tion and attachment. 

At length, in 1753, induced by the preca- 
rious ftate' of his health, by the defire of 
removing from Gottingen, which he called the 
T 2 grave 
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grave of hJl VviVes> airf by his earnefl: toxietf 
to dedicate the remafiifder of his days to thr 
fcrvice of his co^ntt-y, he took a journey to 
Aerti, tn order to ptocufrfe to 6ft^biahttiem> 
which-, though hot ade^tKite to hu prefent ip* 
p6mtments, tAighl pf*ce him ki the foofom of 
his be!oved Switzerland. Scfon after hk kitW 
Vslj he fbrmnitciy obtainted by lot the o/fecfe of 
Amntati. Akhotigh this office was ef ftnall^ 
emolument, yet, a^ it might be confidered a 
prelude to futnre appointments, and gate hirtt 
an immediate bpportunity of ferving his child- 
ren, h6 fefi'gtteA his profefforftip at Gottingen,. 
ahd fettled at Berii* Sach" was the gener^ 
joy of Ms tountryttten on this eveiift, that 
Morikfofof "ftratk a medal to cotncdenioratte !bs 
fWtitn. 

Having formeci this refohition, h6 could not 
be (hakeh by ilie moll fpie^did offers. He 
declined, in 1755, the prefBng invitation of 
Frederic the Second, to fuperintend the acade- 
mies of Pruffia, and to accept the chancellorfliip^ 
of the univerfity of Hall, vacant by the death 
of Wolff. In 1767, he rejefied the offer of a 
very advanfageous and honourable fettlement 
at St. Peterfburgh, made by Cathafihe the 
Second, and, in 1770, the ftill more dignified- 
promotion to the chancellorlhip of the tmiverfity 
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^ GotUngto, with a very conliderable appoint- 
ment; although George thip Third wrptc not 
only to Hailer, but to the Senate of Ber^, 
requefting their influence to prevail on him to 
accept It. 

His grateful country rewarded this dlfii^ter^ 
efted attachment with the mpft liberal and 
unbounded confidence, and employed bis talents 
in the public fervice. In 1757, h^was fent to 
reform the academy of Laufanne, and, ia the 
following year, was deputed by the Senate to 
€xanune fome curious remains of antiquity 
^ifcovered at Culm. About the fame time h^ 
was appomted dired:or of -the falt-works at Bex 
and ^igle, with an annual falary of ^. 500. 
During the term of this appointment, which 
continued fix years, he refided at La ]^och& 
In this retirement, he employed himfelf in fuper«> 
intending and improving the falt-works, of 
which he has given a ihort account ; in making 
occafional esccurfions into the neighbouring 
cou&try, which he has likewife defbribfid ; but 
BKM-e particularly diflinguifhed his retreat by 
preparing and pi^biifting his great work on 
phyfiology. 

Notwithftanding the amplitude smd fuccefs 

of Halier's labours in the various branches oi 

medical knowledge, it was principally onphy- 

T 3 fiology, 
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fiology, which feems to have been his peculiar 
delight, that he difplayed the whole force of his 
genius, and founded his merit as an inventor in 
fdence. 

His Outlines of Phyfiology, or Prima Lima 
Pbjfiologica^ publiihed at Gottingen in 1747, 
delineate the plan, and were the prelude to 
his immortal work, which he modeftly ftyles 
Elements only, or Elementa Ph'jfiologia corporis 
bumaniy in eight volumes in quarto, which fuc" 
ceflively made their appearance from 1757 to 
1765. In conformity to Boerhaave's plan, this 
part of the fdence of phyfic is emancipated 
from theoretical fubtlety, from the (hackles of 
metaphyfical, mechanical, and chymical hypo* 
thefes, with which, for ages, it had been incum- 
bered, and, for the firft time, built on the true 
bafis of anatomical fcience. 

The exquifite knowledge which he has dif- 
played in relation to the ftrudure of the human 
body, his indefatigable refearches into the 
difcoveries and opinions of all his predeceflbrs, 
the judicious feleftion of them to eftablilh 
his own, his fkill in comparative anatomy, 
and the application of the whole to illuftrate 
the human frame, a£ford a ftriking inftance 
of learning, indullry, penettation, and genius. 

Oa 
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Oa fais return to Bern he was defied mem* 
ber of the chamber of appeal for the German 
4iftri£t, of the councH of finances, of the com- 
mittees for matrimonial affairs, and for improv* 
ing the fmall livings in the French diftrift of the 
canton ; he was alfo appointed perpetual affeflbr 
of the CouQcil of Health, with an annual falary 
of about ^, 100, as a token of his country's 
gratitude for having declined fp many fplendid 
offers from foreign courts, and for preferring 
his native place to the advancement of his 
fortune. In thefe feveral offices he performed 
effential fervices to the ftate, by promoting the 
mod ufeful inftitutions, propofing neceffary 
alterations, and framing hew laws and ordi« 
nances. In his capacity of affeffor to the 
Chamber of Health, he was particularly ufeful 
in forwarding the moft important regulations ; 
fuch as the prohibition of empirics, the reco* 
very of drowned perfons, and the means to pre- 
Tent the fpreading of the diftemper thea 
prevalent among the cattle in various parts of 
Europe. 

He aUb fhowed himfelf a friend to huma- 

luty, by the zeal with which he affifted in 

obtaining from government a public eftablifli* 

ment for orphans, by his aftivity in provid- 
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iog a fund, and by drawing up the plan. 
As a member of the (Economical Society, he 
laboured much to improve the ftate of agri* 
culture, and made many experiments for 
that purpofe. In the meetings of the Great 
Council he delivered, on important occaikms, 
his opinion with a manly freedom and lively 
eloquence, the refult of the founded judgment 
and the mod feeling heart. 

In 1766, and the following years, this great 
man, who had hitherto enlightened fcicnce frooi 
his clofet, difplayed in the theatre of public life 
the more aftive and didii^uiflied parts of % 
patriot and politician. He re-eftablijhed the 
harmony and fettled the difputes between the 
Vallais and the canton of B^rn by a fucce&ful 
negociation, in which he fixed the bound- 
arles of the two dates ; he was aifociated with 
the mod enlightened characters of the republic 
in terminating the diflentions of Geneva; he 
drew up the principal difpatches to the court of 
Verfailles on the fubjea: of the changes pro- 
' jefted at Verfoi, on which occafion he held a 
perfonal conference with the French ambaiTador^ 
and was employed to prepare the plan o£ a treaty 
between the canton of Bern and the Elector of 
Bavaria, relating to thepurchale of lalt. 

Oa 
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On the conclufion of thefe public em{^- 
IM&ts, Hauler, who bad now aunkied the fixty- 
fecond year of his age, withdrew from the 
bnAle of life, and lived in a retired manner, 
falBlling the duties of a father, a dtizcn, 
and a magiftrate ; and ahhough his health 
graduaHy dedmed, yet his aSivky was undind- 
niflied. He refumed hJs literatry labours, which 
had been nec^arily interrupted amidft his 
other more important avocations. He publiffied, 
in 1768, his hiftory of Swifs p4ants; and, in 
1 77 1, the fifft part of his Bibliotheca Medicina^ 
or Medical Library. 

No part of Haller's writings affords a more 
fif ikmg example of the value of early and perfe- 
▼ering induftry, than this publication. That 
habit which he formed, fo early as the eighteenth 
year of his age, of noting his opinion of books 
and authors, accumulated a confiderable mafs 
of materials, and thus enabled him afterwards to 
turn them to very ufeful purpofes. By thefe 
means the foundation of his Medical Library 
was laid, even before he gave the improved edi- 
tion of Boerhaave's Methodus Studii Medici, m 
1751. 

Boerhaave ufed to recommend to his ftudeots 
the books which they ought to confuk on each 
fubjeft; this catalogue was, in 1726, furrcp- 
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tidouily and inaccurately printed, and formed 
only a fmall volume in o£Uvo ; many neceilarj 
, obfervations were forgotten, and various authors 
both modem and ancient omitted. Haller 
undertook to fupply thefe deficiencies } and ez» 
tended the publication to two volumes in quarto» 
In order to appreciate the merits of this com* 
pilatbn, it is neceflary to obferve, that various 
lexicons and catalogues of medical authors were 
extant ; but the writers had merely given bare 
lifts and titles, unaccompanied by that critical 
difcrimination of the defign, dodlrine, and gene- 
ral merit of each author^ which rendered thefe 
volumes fo highly acceptable. In this manner 
Haller has given, under that claf&cal method 
which Boerhaave recommended, his opinbn of 
more than 4000 volumes. 

In the extenfion of this plan, as it appears in 
his own Bibliotheca^ Haller begins, by tracing 
the hiftory of each branch of medicine from its 
origin, through the preceding ages; and by 
conneding the hiftory of each in the feveral 
periods, has, in fome meafure^ made his publi* 
cation a compendious hiftory of phyfic* 

His extenfive knowledge of ancient and 
modern languages enabled him to comprehend 
a large field ; his indefatigable induftry, united 
to^eat penetration in inveftigating the doftrines 
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cf the ancients, equally exhibits his erudition 
and that found' judgment by which he hat 
appreciated the merit of thofe fages of phyficy 
in a manner highly interefting and inftruftive. 
In his judgment of the moderns he is candid 
and impartial ; his great knowledge of his fub- 
jeds qualified him' to diftinguiih all original 
doArines, new fads, and obfervatiohs, and to 
guard againft fuch errors as might miflead young 
and incautious prafUtioners, who are too apt to 
be influenced by imbibed theories, and prejudice 
towards particular authors. 

He has given additional value to his work, by 
annexing to the account of celebrated books, 
fliort biographical anecdotes of the authors. 
He mentions all the different editions that came 
to his knowledge, particularly marking fuch as 
were in his own library. And it is a matter of 
aftonifiiment, that in this manner he notices 
and reviews not fewer than 11,000 volumes* 
As the literary hiftory of phyfic was among the 
favourite objeds of Haller, this publication can- 
not but be highly acceptable to fuch as poflefs a 
congenial tafte; while the general ufe and 
information it affords are fufEciently obvious. 
Eight volumes were publiflied between the years 
1771 and 1778. The anatomical, including the 
phyfiology, the botanical^ and the chirurgical, 
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vere each compiifed in two volumeSy and bring 
down the re(pe£dve fubjeds nearly to the pre- 
ient time. Two, on the pra£kice of pbyfic, wer« 
publiihed by Halier himfelf, a third after hia 
deceafe by Dr. Tribolet, and a fourth by Dr* 
Brandis of Childenflieim, from the manufcrq:it 
of Halier, which the learned editor has confiderv 
ably augmented. 

Halier employed the latter period of his lif« 
in fending extra&s from eminent publications for 
the J^ibUotbeque Raifmnee ; furniihed vaajx^ of 
the articles for the fupplement to the Paris 
Encyclopedic, for the quarto improved edition 
pf the iame work publiihed at Yverdun, and 
for the dictionary of natural hiftory printed at 
the fame place. He meditated alfo a new edi? 
tion of his great phyfiological worl:, of which ha 
put forth the fir it volume in i777> only a few 
months before his death. 

His a^iye imagination brooding on the civil 
and political affairs, in which. he had been lately 
engaged, produced^ between 1771 and 17749 
])il three political romances, Uibng, Alfred, and 
}fa^iu$ and Cato, which treat of the delpotict 
fnongrcbic^l, and republican gov^rnmeots* In 
JJfpng he ikiBtches, with a jn^fteily bapd, tbf 
9)»iiiefi of ^bjfolyte iiuthority, and fets fprt^, i|i 
^ cbaradef pf the prin^i^l peripnage, the 
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KopjTf e6Fei^s which msry be derived from a vir* 
tuous and intelligent fovereign, eren amidft die 
horrors of oriental derpmifm. In Fabius and 
Gate he defcribes, with an aniriiation and Ipirft 
worthy of ancient Rome, but with a partiaiky 
natiiral to a republican, the ariftocratical govern** 
mttit as moft friendly to the difplay of paitriotifmy 
amd tnoft congenial to the exertions of geniu«» 
In Attred he difplays the advantages of a limited 
ftionarchy, wherein the balaence off power ii 
wifely dillributed, and which, while it avoids 
Ae extremes of either, enjoys the benefits of 
both. In thefe romances hfe dSfcovers fbcmd 
prmcT|>les of legiQation, great political fagacicy, 
a deep infight into human nature, and an exten- 
five acquaintance with hiftory. 

When we confider Haller as a man of piety 
and a Chriftian, we obferve him tracing, from 
& comprehenfive view of the creation ia its 
grandeft as well as in its minuteft parts, the 
necejfarj exiftence of a Supreme Being, and the 
great principles of natural religion. We fee 
him demonftrating the divine origin of Chrif- 
tianity from a profound ftudy of the New Tefta- 
ment, from the excellence of its morality, its 
toatnfcft influenee over the hapfwnefs of mafn- 
kind, afid its tendency to meliorate our nature ; 
we' find him proving himfclf, both in his life and 
5 writings. 
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writings, a zealous friend aiid able advocate of 
the revealed doftrines* 

Haller, at a very early period of his life, un- 
dertook the defence of natural and revealed 
religion. In 1734, in his preface to his poetry, 
he declared himfelf firmly convinced of their 
truth; in 1747, he rejeflied with horror the 
dedication which La Metric offered to prefix to 
his work intitled " U Homme Machine^* and he 
declared, in various literary journals, that he 
neither acknowledged as his friend, or his 
difciple, a man who entertained fuch impious 
notions. In a preface which be pubUihed in 
175 1, to Formey's abridgment of Crouzaz's 
•* Examen du Fyrrhonifme^* he paints, in the 
ftrongefl: colours, the dreadful effe£ls of infide- 
lity both on fociety and individuals. He put 
forth, in the German tongue, '' Letters to his 
Daughter, on the Truth of the Chriftian Reve- 
lation )'' he publifhed an extraft from Ditton's 
** Truth of the Refurreftion of Jcfus Chrift,'* 
which he acknowledges to have firft cleared any 
doubts he entertained on that fubjeft. He 
avows, at the fame time, that he received infi- 
nite fatisfadion from the ftudy of the New 
Teftament, becaufe he was never more certain 
of holding converfe with the Deity, than when 
he read his will in that divine book. 

In 
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In 1775, he finally gave to the public, alfo 
in the German language, '* Letters concerning 
feveral late Attempts of Freethinkers yet living 
againfl Revelation/' In this work the author 
examines and refutes the objefUons to Chrif* 
tianity, advanced in fo lively and dangerous a 
manner by Voltaire in his ^ejiions fur FEncy* 
ehpedie. ^^ If this latter publication," adds 
Sennebier, " may be confidered as an Index to 
the Doubts and Arguments againft the Chriftian 
Religion, the work of Haller may be intitled aa 
Index to the Anfwers in favour of the fame 
Revelation, to be confulted by thofe who wifli 
impartially to difcufs both fides of this important 
queftion.*' When learning and philofophy, 
inflead of being employed in fupporting fceptical 
tenets by artful fophiftry, thus lend their united 
afliftance to the caufe of religion, they truly 
become an honour to the polTeflbr, and a benefit 
to fociety. 

But even this great and good man was not 
exempt from a too anxious folicitude for his wel- 
fare in a future ftate. That depreflion of fpirits, 
which ought judly to be confidered as the efFeds 
of difeafe, and the warmth of his imagination 
cbnfpiring perhaps with the narrow principles of 
Calvinifm, in which he had been educated, le4 
him to refled rather on the Ju/iice than the mercy 
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of the Deity, and to bewilder himfelf in the 
aMiiefs mazeft oF predeftination and grace. 
In one of his defpc^ditig fits, be compared 
iMmfelf to a man placed on the edge of a 
precipice without any fupport, and expeAing 
every inftant to faU» At another monieni, 
initiated with a paiTion for fctence, he breaka 
out, in a letter to his friend Bonnet, into 
in eKckmation, expreffive of his regret %o 
^it a world which he had improved by faia 
^GOferies, and which he might ftill funh^ 
filuminate by his zeal and applicatipn. ^' O my 
{)Oor brain, which mnft return to duft ; and atf 
the knowledge and information which I haye 
been colieding with fuch unwearied labour, ^^itA 
Jhde away like the dream of an infant/* 

Thefe little weakneflfes of a great mind orer- 
powered by conftittitional irritability, and fttu^ 
gling againft early prejudices, are more intereft^ 
ing to the man who feels and refpefts the imper- 
fe£tions of human nature, than the moft pompous 
and exaggerated accounts of unerring wifdom, 
or tmiform vtrtue'. And it is a pleafing fatisfec- 
tion to learft, that reafon and religion rofe 
fuperior to the gloomy dcfpondency of ficknefs ; 
and that Haller met death with the calmnefs 
of a philofopher, and the fahh of a Chriftian*. 
In a tetter which he wrote, a few days before 
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kts dee^e^ he fpeaks indeed of the tremendous 
^^aiiddur of eternity^ but with hope rather than 
with fear^ and iDok^ back upon his pad life with 
£ttisfa£tion : amidft a few complaints uttered oa 
his painful fulBFerings, he jnentions his country 
with the moft alrdant affeftipn, and oSeti up his 
laft prayer for its prefervation and welfare. 

He continued his literary labouts, and pre* 
ferved his fenfes and compofure to the moment 
of diflfolutJon ; he beheld his end a{)proaching 
without fear and regret ; " My friend/* he faid 
to the phyfician who attended him, ^* I die, my 
pulfe is flopped," and then expired* He de- 
ceafed on the 12th of December 1777, in the 
feventieth year of his age* 

Thus lived, and thus died, the great Haller ; 
a man to whom MichaeUs, the eminent orientaliA:^ 
juftly applies an obfervation on the genius of 
Ariftotle j " Neque calo^ neque terrd^ neqUe mart 
quicquam relinquere voluit incognitum^ indole pra* 
ierea adeo mirabili^ ut adjtngula natum praciptii 
dicas*r 

In his perfbn Haller was tall and majeftic, of 
a ferious and exprefTive countenance ; he had 

• He left nothing Unexplored, either in the heavens, 
On the earth, or in the fea, and was of fuch a wonderful 
capacity, that he feemed 60m for the immediate obje^ 
of his purfuit. 
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at times an 6pen fidie, atway$ a pica&f totte 
ef voice, tifualiy low, and Sddom elenced, evc&i 
ykhen be Hvjas moft agfomd. fie neasfandof 
uHbendkig kimfelf in fcudcty, da tlKife occafiont 
was rdflHafkably tbeerftii, police, <aiid otcsndvief 
he would converfe m^ the ladies ob fiJiioM^ 
modes of drefs^ and other triftes, with as much 
eafe aft if he had fiever fechided himfelf ftom the 
world. 

Bonnet tnformed me, that Baiter wttott witii 
equal fecUtty the Germaa, French, and Latin 
tongues ; that he was fo well acquaioted whb 
an the Etrropeati languages, except Ruffian^ 
PoUih, and Hungarian, as to l^peak with the na« 
tives in their refpe£Uve idioms. "When he cott- 
verfed on any topic of Ifterature, his knowfedge 
appeared fo extettfive, tfwrt he feemed to hare 
made that his particular ftudy. SBs ;profouikl 
erudition in every branch of fcience, is wdl 
known to all who are converfant with his works t 
but the variety of his informatkMi, and Ae verfc- 
tility of his talents, are thus delineated by a per- 
fon * who was his particular friend. ^ He pof- 
feffed a fundamental knowledge of natural 
hiftory ; was well read in hiftory both antient 
and modern, univerfal and particiUar ; and un^ 
commonly verfed in the ftate of agriculture, 

* Tfcharner Lobredc, &c. p* ^7. 
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visi&iit in titt U0tE difcov»ie« ««4ite1i vend cd Svr. 
Itfibriitt the g^ogpratplky of the gtolfi^ He ftbi 
ewh pererfed tnatty thoHftnil nbtelk alid pUg^( 
attd pofieficd fotft cm adcmMking kmmory^ "fimt 
he could idtibiii tii^ir concepts \mh the utiBttft 
pitciflom 

As k was his cuflxsm to ittke eattrads, sod 
to gm kis opiobn of every bodk ^hicli cable 
huo iris bfllids, » wdl Ibr his ewn pritaee xdb^ 
as far the Qhottbgen Rjetiew *, he md moft new 
publiolftioBs, aibd % esger t^as lie nfiaaHy in the 
perufal, that he laid them upon the t2d>le evea 
ii Hb an be wis at ditatr^ bcca&maUy loc^dng in- 
to them, and marking tiiofe parts with a fMSfidU^ 
urUch he afterwards ex^softed or conmieiiteA 
upon. He made his remarks on fmall pieces of 
paper^ of difi^erent fizes, which he placed in or« 
der, and &fteB«d together } a method he learned 
ixoBBi Leibnkz. 

• Ndllet rev?c\ted> as hts department fbk- that Ktersif^ 
jonrftdi all pttblicfttiohs on hiftory, tncaicine, anatfeihy, 
iiattind liifftory, alid feverjd mifceMaircems works, particu- 
larJy thofe which appeariid in Itnly. 

U 2 He 
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He derived from nature extreme fenfibilityy 
or rather irritabiiicy of temper, which is ever the 
child of genius. He fpoke therefore from his 
own experience, when, in a letter to Voltaire, 
he thus expreffed himfelf : ^' Providence holds 
with an equal hand the balance of human hap- 
pinefs. He has loaded you wkh riches, he has 
loaded you with glory ; but misfortune was ne^ 
ceflary, and he preferved the equilibrium by** 
giving you fenfibility. If my wifhes could take 
efie£l, I would beftow upon you that tranquillity 
which flies at the approach of genius, which is 
inferior to genius in relation to fociety, but far 
fuperiorin regard to ourfelves : then the mofi: 
celebrated man in Europe would be alfo the 
moft happy *." 

. He was impatient under ficknefs as well from 
extreme fufceptibiiity, as becaufe he was pre- 
cluded from his literary occupations. He jwas 

• 11 faut hien que la providence 'veuille tenir la btdance egale 
four toiu les humains, Elle 'vous a comble d$ hiens, elk njour 
a cMtble dt ghire ; mats il *vou4''/allait du malbeur, elU a 
troupe Vequilihre en *vous rendant /enfihle^^Si Us Jbubaits 
avoient du pouvoir^ f ajoutifrois aux bienfaits du dejlin ; je ntous 
donmroif di la tranquiilitet qui fuit divant U genit^ qui ne U 
vaut pas par rapport a la/ociete / mais qui ifaut bien daman,'- 
tage par rapport a nous-mime: des-lors Vhomme U plus cilibri 
df P Europe feroit aujji k plus beureux* 
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fond, therefore, of taking violent remedies, more 
calculated to remove the immediate effefts of 
pain, and to check his diforder, than to cure it 
radically. In his latter years he accuftomed 
himfelf to opium *, which, operating as a tem- 
porary palliative, only increafed his natural im- 
patience. This reftleffnefs of temper, which 
occafionally difturbed his tranquillity even in his 
younger days, and in the full flow of his health 
and fpirits, was confiderably heightened by the 
advances of age, and the diforders which (bat- 
tered his frame toward^j^e clofe of his life* 

His correfpondence in every period of life 
was extenfive, punctual, and carried on in the 
Englifh, French, German, Latin, and Italian lan- 
guages. Six volumes of Latin epiftles, and three 
in the German ton§^, addrefled to him from 
men of learning in various parts of Europe, have 
been given to the public, but his own have never 
made their appearance. It is much to be la- 
mented, that he feldom preferved any copies ; 
being himfelf too much occupied for that pur- 
pofe, and never fulEciently rich to maintain a 
fccretary. His two principal correfpondents, to 

• Zimmerman informs us, that he took daily fo large 
a quantity as eight grains. Uclber dc die Einfamkeit 
p» 216. ed. Leipf. 17B4. 
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^^afl^qm, hq opened bi$ heart, were Bonnet of Ge* 
^^y^y d»d J/olua, Gefner of Zuric ;. «> Gefiiw 
1^. ViToti^.e^hev iipi. Gerspan or l^atins to Bonnet 
2a (be Fc^ch to9gMe.. This ce^brat^ed fcieJi4 
o| 9^1^ poCe^s feven manufeript ycJiwes of 
hjs kiteix^i beii^g a^ luwtterrupted cone^poor 
^^kc^ of tw^z^-tbree years; begup in. Marcb 
1:7545 sw4 finiftw?g oijljf a, f/?w dsys.befow hi« 
de^^b, lA Di^^mber 1777* Tkk epiftol^y ^onip 
imv^t coqaprebc^d^ ^ great variety of l^qf^, 
pcilAcipaHy concerning gjbtyfK>lQgy)natwaLhift<i^» 
the {lru£lux;e of the gWbeipf^liucs,. moraitiiys, ami . 
tdigion. Hajiler being accullomfd tfh Qpefult 
hi& fideod on alb occafionK^ to di(SaIafe Iw iwA 
fiKiet thottghte^ and to. relate his^ dtmmal occttr 
pations ; t^e& effulions of the mooiMt dtfcov^ 
the fiicceflkve train of hisrftudies^ the pr^gr^ 
of his difcovevies, and gjadujkl: adxsmfiet. m 
knowledge* 

'^'Thefe letters of my moftccJpedabtefrieod^.* 
added Bpnaeo, ^ difphy his genius^ bis. ujBMte^ 
ibi^lii^ and th^ goodnefs. of his. bi^art, xx^9^ 
£uUy dian any of hi^ pnblicatif^|s« I^ (Lyle» 
Goncifef eisbergetic yet^ piOiure^u^ correfponds 
with the ftrength and originality of his ideas ; 
and he fpeaks, with no lefs fublimity than con- 
viftion, of the great truths of natural and re- 
y»a\tA religion. Thoi^h he treats the numerous 
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adfOcMea for bfiideKtyyandpavtituktly Vokaii^ 
crhb fufficioBt fererity > yet his heat b the ardovnr 
cf toRTtAfDn, and did not proceed ft •m either 
li^to f>f fpirk of contvaiditdion : he feemed as if 
he was perfonaUy ipt^felked ia att ^aeftioxls 0« 
ffYdadon^f aful pleaded ils^ e^uCe as U^ if had 
l^eea bis own. He is- no lefe ierere s^aiAft 
lho& writers^ who exclude the iatervemioa 
eH a fir ft inieUeftnak caufe ia the creation aad 
sunngismeiit of the umverfe, aiui particulaFlf 
cenfure^ the materialifta^ who endeavour to de- 
d(u:e mechanically the formation of organized 
bodies* In a word, his phifeibpby was entirely 
pra£tical, hecaufe it was entirely CbrMian ; and 
nothing fecured his.approbafbioni, but what tended 
to inpiove the underftandinp* or to amend the 
heart-'* 

X am concerned' to find, that the pubUcatioa 
of this correfpondence, between two fugh tMk^ 
listened a«d virtuous pbilofopheps a^^ Halfer 
and Boanety which in fbme works bad been an- 
fitounced to the public, ihouldy for private rea^ 
Ibns^ be relinquiihed. ReHgion, morality, philp- 
ibphy, and leafning^ would be greatly benefited 
t^y this epiftolary commerce. 

Haller's libfary^ coijififttng of about 4,000 

' voIume$> was purchafed for £. a^ooo by the em- 

U 4 peror. 
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peror, for' the public library of Milan, where I 
examined it in 1785. The coUeftion is parti* 
cularly rich in books of natural hiftory, and is 
rendered invaluable from numerous annotations 
of Haller^ written on the margins* 

Haller was three times married, firft to 
Marianne Wytfen, in 1731, who died in i73<J* 
2« To Elizabeth Buchers, in 1738, who died in 
childbed the fame or the following year } both 
natives of Bern, 3. In 1739, to Amelia Fre- 
derica Teichmeyer, a German lady, who fur- 
vived him. He has written and pubUflied the 
lives of his two firft wives. He left eight chil- 
dren, four^fons and four daughters, all of whom 
he lived to fee eftabliihed. 

His eldeft fon, Gotlieb Emanuel, who was bom 
in 1735, followed his father's example in dedica- 
ting himfclf to the fervice of his country, and to 
the purfuits of literature. He was elefted member 
of the Great Council, and obtained various em-? 
ployments under government, particularly the 
bailliage of Nyon, in which fituation he died in 
1 786. He diftinguiflied himfelf as an author by 
various publications tending to illuftrate the hiftory 
and literature of Switzerland, and particularly by 
his Scbweitzer'-biblioibekj or Swifs Library, in 6 vo- 
lumes 8vo. of which he lived to publiih only the 
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firft. In this work, defervedly efteemed for 
method and accuracy, the indefatigable author 
enumerates all the books which treat of Switzer* 
land, in all languages, and all the works pub* 
liihed by the Swifs on all fubjefts. He even 4e- 
Icends to the minuteft articles which have ap« 
peared in reviews and journals, and in moft in* 
ilances, where the publication deferyes detail^ 
analyfes the contents, corrects the errors, and 
gives his opinion on this merits of the perfornEi. 
ance. 

I was perfoQallj acquainted with the learned 
author, and am indebted to him for fome curious 
information on Switzerland^ and for feveral anec« 
dotes relative to his illuftrious father, which I 
have introdnced into thefe biographical me« 
moirs* 
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VJ SPRUNGU's cabinet of natural hiftory, 
* is resaarkaUe for tlje coUedtion of ftuffed 
birds, both local and migratory, that are found 
in Swiizedani. In j^j:6 this coUeiQion con- 
fifted of two bundsped fyecimens ; and wh^ I 
lafl: wilted Ber«» xn^ 1^786, had r^qsivcd w 
f dditicm o£ fiftj fpeciet * 

One of the mad neoiarkable bffd» » this cak- 
leflion, is the vukur barbatus of Linnasua^. the 
vuliur aureus of Gefner, or bearded vulture of 
the EngliOi ornithologifts. As many fabulous 
tales have been related concerning its uncom- 
mon (Irength and rapacioufnefs ; as great confu- 
fion has arifen from the variety of names applied 
by different naturalifts to the fame bird, and as 
fome travellers have doubted whether this fpe- 
dmen is the large vulture of the Alps, or the 
golden vulture, of Conrad Gefner ; I fliall fub- 
join a defcription from particulars principally 
communicated to me by M« Sprungli himfelf, ac- 
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Of the Se^ckd Vulture. . %^ 

coHiiooaed wUK ^ drawing of ^ bead of the 

This fpecimen was a female bitd, catif ht in 
the canton of Glarus ; it nueafuced from the tip 
of the beak to the extremity of the tail^ fia; feet 
fix ijicbes French * meafure ; and eight feet 
from the tip of one wing to that of the other . 
expanded ; it weighed, when fir ft taken, eleven 
podads. This bird, though always caHed a vul* 
ture, yet differs from that genus, and is referable 
to the eagle, in having the head and neck ca- 
vered with- feathers; whereas one of die diftincr 
tions of the vulture, according to* Linnaeus, is 
that the head is deftitute of feathers. 

Notwithftanding this diftinguiihing mark, yet 
Littnteus was probably induced to dafs it with 
the vultures, from the general form of the body, 
and* fiiape of the beak, which is thor^rji effentki 
char a£teriftic in the genera of birds. 

M« Sprungli, however, is of opinion, that it 
might be clafled between the vulture and the 
eagle J and Stor f prq)ofes to form a new genus 
of it, under the name of oypaetus, by the foL- 
lowtBg charadlers : 

* Six ibet eleven inches ont*fifUi Englifliy and eight 
feet fi« inches riz-fifte«ndts« 
f See Scor's AlpeA Bj^ifem vol. i. 
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Reftrum refium^ haji cera mftmdum fetis por^ 
reilis confertt/Jimis barbatum ; apics audum 
uncefulcaio. 

Caput pennh ie6tum. 

The fpecific chara^er he would define thus ; 
Cypaetus' {ffrandis) albido-rutilus dorfo fufctis,^ 
iania nigra fupra et infra oculoi. 

It inhabits the higheft parts of the great 
chain of Alps which feparates Switzerland from 
Italy, forms its neft in qlefts of rocks inacceilible 
to man, and ufually produces three young ones 
at a time, fometimes four, if we may judge 
from thofe which accompany the old birds, wheQ 
they defcend into the lower regions for prey. 
They live on animals which inhabit the Alps, 
fuch as the chamois, white hares, marmots, fnow 
hens, kids, and particularly lambs, from which 
circumftance it is called lammer-geyer^ or lamb 
vulture. 

If common report may be credited, this rapa^ 
cious creature fometimes attacks even man, and 
carries off children. M. Sprungli, without abr 
folutely denying the poffibility of this account, 
has, notwithftanding all his refearches, never 
been able to afcertain a well-authenticated in- 
ftance ; and thence rather concludes it a fable 
invented by the peafants to frighten their chiU 

'»• dren. 




Digitized by 



Google 



Of the Bearded Vulture. 30I 

dren. This fpecies' does not appear but in fmall 
.companies, ufualiy confiding of tbe.two Q{d^ birds 
aild their young. 

Conrad Gefner has given a (hort but a<xurat^ 
defcription of this bird under the name of vubuir 
aureus J or gold-geyer* j and an engraving ifom 
a ildn fent to him from the Grifons. The figure^ 
though rudely executed, yet exhibits with fuffi- 
cient accuracy the difiinguifhing chara^ets of 
the fpecies and genus, fuch as the configuratioii 
of the beak^ the legs feathered down to the 
claws, and particularly the beards In fine a 
comparifon with the fpecimen in Sprungli's 
coUedion evidently proves it to be the fame bird«r' 

Since this great naturalift, no other perfoh 
ieems to have delcribed it from nature, except 
Edwards, under the denomination of the bearded 
vulture. The defcription of that bird, and the 
engraving t from a fpecimen fent from Santa 
Cruz in Barbary, correfpond exadly with the 
vultur barbatm of Sprungli j and the head, if 
compared with the drawing annexed to thii 
account, will be found to anfwcr fufficien^ly. 

Sprungli alfo favoured me with the following 
remarks, in anfwer to thofe travellers who afferr, 

• See Hifi, Avium y edit. Frank, p. yio, 
t See tab. 106. of his Hiflory. 
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tfeit hfe fpecimen is not the large vulture of the 
, Alps, fottietiiftes called, from ks feli&wijh plui» 
mage, the vautour jaune^ but a fmaller fpecies ; 
feeoftufe the target ibrt tneafures occafioiHiUy 
fourteen feet, or more, from the tip of one ^tt^ 
lo that of the <)ther. Hfe poffefles two fpecimen^ 
dt this bird ; die one ^ full grown femftle, ^om 
which ny (krcription and drawing ate tal^en, 
Meaforing eight l^^foch feet : the other a tsiAt^ 
tat yoang) and fome whait left. He has examined 
fonr ipecimens) aeither of which mdafot^d more 
thMi nine feet ; but as tbefe fpecimens wer^ 
Act fuH grown males, he is ready to all^^w thai 
aA ttiftaace or two may poffl>Iy Inwe «o- 
cmrred, in which this binl meaikred near twelve 
ieet from tip to tip cf the wiiga. ^Ttofe ixdi^ 
l^ve it a greater eaifianfion, have deriMd fhclk* 
Informatioa either from perfims who wtm AOit 
aatural^^) or from ascertain and exaggtfnmd 
reports* The fame remark may aUb bt api* 
plied to the fabulous ftories recorded by the 
peafants, concernii^ its wonderful flrengili ss 
well as fize. It is likewife to be obferved^ 
that the peafants do not confine the name of 
Joftimer^geyer to this fpecies ; but extend it indif- 
criminaiely to feveral large birds of prey, from 
whence has arifen great confufion of names^ 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of the SeariedValiMre. ^5 

and muth unceitamty iti titt accoMts tf tkh 
bird. 

Some ornithologies feem toharvelbllMl of it 
feireral l^^ecks, ^kli on cotfiparifon ^1 U{>pear 
^ to 1)e the fame, or only TarfetieB of tbe ftliie f^ 
ctes. Thus the bearded vttUure, "the ctneivov^ 
Tulture, and the fulv<ms veltufe, which Mr. Lft« 
fSnm has defmbed as three different Cpecie^^ anre 
probably the fame bird as that ki this €o!le£iion« 
Of the firft there can be no doubt, finCe Mn 
Latham refers to the bearded vuhntt of Ed^i^ard^ 
which r have ihewn to be that of Spmngll. Thfe 
cinereous rukote is defctibed by Latham after 
Briffon ; ^' Beneath the throat hangs a kind of 
beard, compofed of very narrow feathers Kke 
"hairs ; legs covered with feathers quite to the 
toes, which are yellow j claws black*. This 
defcription accords with the bird in queftion, and 
particularly in the beard, which is the diilinguiih- 
mg chara£teri(Uc. The fulvous vulture of La- 
tham is the griffin of Bufibn, and the French 
naturalrft doubts whether it is not a variety of 
Gefner's golden vulture, which is proved to be 
the fame as Sprungli's fpedfmea. 

While the moft celebrated omithologifts have 
thus given to the bird different names, they have 
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aifo in otha: inftances confous^^d it with othe^ 
birds, to which it has no other refemblance than 
fize> ftrength, and voracity. 

Thus BuSbn erroneoufly conjeftures the vultur 
grypbus of Lirma^ixs^ or the condor * of America, 
to be the fame as the lammer-geyer^ or vulture of 
the Alps ; whereas the defcription of the condor 
given by Linnasus, as well as by thofe who had 
feen it, differs entirely from that of the bearded 
vulture. The condor is defcribed by the Swede 
as having ^' the head defliiute of feathers, but 
covered with a flight brown cobured down, 
with a comb reaching along the top of the head, 
and having the throat naked and of a reddifh 
colour.** Frezier, in his Voyage to the South 
Seas, alfo thus defcribes the condor : '^ We one 

* Mr. Latham, in his Supplement to the General 
Synopfis of Birds, p. i. feems alfo lo adopt the conjec- 
ture of Bufibn, in claffing the Lammer-geyer and Con- 
dor under the fame fpecies ; though he confeflesy ** that 
it flill remains dubious> whether the Lammer-geyer be 
the fame with the Condor, or a mere variety of the 
Bearded Vulture/' He adds alfo, with a candour which 
does him honour, ** It is much to be feared # that other 
authors, as well as myfclf, have greatly confounded the 
fpecies of Vultures; for being, like the Falcon tribe, long 
lived, their plumage puts on a great variety of drefs, 
fufficient to deceive thofe who have hitherto attempted to 
difcriminate them." 

day 
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dly killed n bird of prey called a condor, which 
was nine feet from the end of one wing to the 
end of the others and had a brown comb or 
creft, but not jagged like a cock's; the fore 
pare of its throat is red without f^athei-s^ like a* 
turkey, and they are generally large and ftrong 
enough to take up a lamb. In order to get 
them from the flock, they draw themfelves into 
a circle, and advance towards them with their 
wings extended, ihat being drove together, and' 
too dofe, they may not be able to defend them- 
felves ; then they pick them out and carry them 
off. Garcilaffo fays, " there are fome in Peru 
fizteen feet from the point of one wing td the 
other, and that a certain nation of Indians 
adored them;'* . 

Mr. Latham feeims alfo to be no lefs mlf-^ 
i^en, when, on the authority of the tranflator 
of the Abbe Fortis's Travels into Dalmatia,' he 
conceives the Hmltur percnopterus of Linnaeus to 
be the vaiitour des Alpes defcribcd by Conrad 
Gefner, and the fame as SprungH's fpecimen ; 
whereas^ on the authority of Haffelquiftj whd 
faw great numbers of the percnopterl in Egypt,- 
the head of that bird is " naked and wrinkled ;" 
4nd Ray faysj the feet are liakedj two cha- 
raders that effentially diftinguifh it from the 
bearded vulture, in which the head is wholly 

V^L, n. X covered 
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coirered with feathers, and alfo the feet down b^ 
the epds of the claws. 

The bearded vulture not only inhabits thofe 
alps which feparate Italy from Switzerland, but is 
alfo found in Coriica and Sardinia. De Hahn 
informed SprnngH, that he iaw a bird in 
Corfica which was wounded in the wing» and was 
unqueftionably of the fame fpecies as the ftufl^sd 
fpecimen ; and Lettel, in his Natural Hiftory of 
Sardiob, gives a figure and defcriptibn of the 
fame bird, under die name of bartgeyerj or 
bearded vulture. It has alfo been found m the 
mountains of Africa ; for Mr. Edwteds received 
his fpecimen from Santa Cru2 in Barbary, and 
frequently on Caucafus and the mountains of 
Dauria, or the fouth-eaftern part of Siberia, as 
we learn from the travels o£ both Pallas and 
Gmelin. 

I waa furpri&d not to find among the Swil^ 
birds^ia the catalogue, the aigU bianCj or njj^ 
alba of* Brifibn; the falco Italicm\^ and the 
f^lco montamt of the fame J ; as particularly 
mmtzer-falk^ the German name of the latter, 
feems neceflfarily to imply that it mud be » 
Swifs bird: Sprungli, however, affured mc^ 
that he never had been able to difcover any tA 

• L p. 4*4.. t lb. p. 336. t 0}. p. 35*. 
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ttefe Tpecici ih thfe Aljrt; that probably tht 
^fgjle htaTtc; IF if exifts, h a variety df the tHry- 
fectbs ; and that both Bfidbti ihi Willotighby 
dp not cite Gefnet for tlidf dbfttiptiotls of the 
j^Af(? ;te//Vtrx, but the aitthcmty of thdfe trfitfetfe 
billy T^o have never beeii ih the Alps. 

Of the crows it is t^orthy of dbfetV^aHon, that 
the corvus graculus of Linn^iis, or coracias of 
Briflbn, is faithfully reprefented by Pennant, in 
his Britifli Zoology, under the denomination of 
the red4egged crow.. It is the fame bird of 
which Conrad Gefner * has given a figure, and 
to which he applies the German appellations, 
iaha^ Jleintahen^ Jieinkrae^ and which he juftly 
fufpeds to be the comix comubia^ or red- 
legged crow. The pyrrhocorax of Gefner, 
^•Wch foiiie ornltholo^s fefem to h'atve cofl. 
fcuiided \>itlr the ti^ruui graculus^ Is, hoXve^er, 
very different, and called by Linnaeus corvus 
pyrrhocorax. Both thefe fpecies inhabit the 
Alps, b\it the pytrhotorax i^ the mod common j 
cthd thefe appear, accordiA^ to SprtmglPrf obfer. 
vattbtts, to be the (m\f fpccieS of the crow 
fliat prefer alpme fifuatiwis. As to the coM)Ui 
it-mita of Lfanaus, Sprungli acknoi'ledges it 
ft totally unknown to Wti. Afl the orhit&olo- 

• Hijl. A'9. ed. Front, p- 46S. 
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gifts indeed mention this bird as an inhabitant oT 
the Alps, on the authority of Conrad Gefner, 
who defcribes it under the name oi corvus fylva^ 
iicusy accompanied with a figure, which has not 
the leaft refemblance to a crow, but rather to a 
curlew ; yet Gelher's defcription of it is much 
too imperfed to aiOft us in afcertaining the bird 
of which he treats. 



LETTER 59. 

M. WptenbacVs Colle£tion — Account of the Chain 
of Hills and Alps feen from the environs of 
Bern. 

THE Reverend M. Wyttenbach of Bern 
poffeffes a very curious cabinet, principally 
relating to the natural hiftory of Switzerland, 
and of this canton in particular. It con^ains 
fpecimens of feveral thoufand plants, among 
which is a large number of the alpine plants of 
Switzerland; and he has already begun to 
arrange the capfules, feeds, and fruits. 

II 
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It IS ftill more interefling for the great variety 
■ of f oifils, ftones, and petrifa^ons coUeded by 
bimielf in the neighbourhood of Bern, and from 
.the upper and lower Alps. M. Wyttenbach alfo 
pofleflfes various fhells, infers, and numerous 
drawings of the glaciers and upper alps. But I 
was moft ftruck with that part of his cabinet, 
comprehending thofe objeds of natural hiftory, 
which in any degree influence agriculture, 
phytic, arts, and trades, and which fuffidently 
prove the utility of that fcience in the progrels 
and improvement of human comfort and know- 
ledge. On this fubjeft he has already publiihed 
a dilTertation ia the A^ls of the (Economical 
Society at Bern, 

He has not formed this ample coUe&ion from 
mere motives of curiofity, :or from dcfultory 
views ; but with a fettled intention to illuftrate 
the natural hiftory of Switzerland in general, to 
form a topographical and mineralogical defcrip- 
tion of this canton in particular, and to eluci- 
date the original formation of mountains, which 
is the favourite objed of his refearches, and 
idiich his frequent vifits to the Alps will enable 
him to execute with fidelity and accuracy. 

At my requeft, this indefatigable obferver 

favoured me with a plan and defcription of that 

range of alps which is feen from Bern, and of 

X 3 the 



Digitized by 



Google 



jio LETTER S9* 

tl^ Hite?y^[iing diftiiS: ; an extrad of whkk I 
Ubmt to your peni&U 

Tbat part of the chain of alps feen from Bem^ 
^iitii^ui^ied by the diflFetent names of Wetter*, 
tuxra, SdbreckhorQy Eger, Jungirauhoniy loti^ 
te^i^r-Hom^ Bhimlls Alp, &c. n reprefeatod 
pa die pdan annea^d to thk letter. Tou will 
there dbfcrrs this immenfe amphitbeatre> gradiu 
aHy rifisg from the environs of Bern, to elevated 
peaks^ cconeved with eie^nal fnow, ^fkA hitherto) 
iaacceffible. 

The phons. and hilk between Bsra and Thm 
aiacompofied of rounded ftones, and argillaceDttft 
fioneB caUed molqffet, frequently ranged in alter- 
nate ftrata. The molaffe at Gurten, about twa 
laks, from Bern^ contains, though rarely, 
gjioiSbpetias.; and the ftrata of Bclpfaerg, about 
foTcn or ei^n miles from the. capital^ arc full 06 
different fpecies of chamites, oftracites, globofites, 
feknites, ftrombkes, ai^ other fimilar petrifaC'« 
tion$« 

The ridge of hiUs which borders the high road 
b(Btxiifeen Bern and Thun contains, in fcverat 
places, and particularly above Mnfipgen, aa 
extenfive ftrata of oftiacites, ibme pieces of 
wjbich weigh more than fifteen pounds each. 
The fiiLuatbn of the ftrata. in thefe different lulls, 
their direi^^ban, their nature, azui the bodies 

which 
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wtuch they enclofe, feem to prove, that theft 
iiills formed anciently one great plain, which has 
been fince hollowed and divided by the waters, 
particularly iTy thofe of the Aar. 

On the Hopes and fummits, which in feme 
places are of confiderable elevation, are fre- 
quently found thofe large mafles of granite^ that 
are ufed for the public work^ and buildings of 
Bern. Thefe mafles fo nearly refemble the 
granite of the Grimfel, and of the mountains 
which compofe the great central chain of the 
alps, as to render it probable, that in the 
ancient revolutions of the globe, they have 
been brought by the waters to the places where 
they are at prefent found, before the deep 
vallies, which now feparate them from their 
original mountains, exided. The fame remark 
may be as juftly applied to the blocks of marble 
and other calcareous ftones, which, though 
now removed to a confiderable diftance from 
their native fituation, are alfo difcovered in 
large quantities upon the hills adjacent to Bern, 
and likewife ferve for the buildings of that 
capitaL 

As we approach the town and lake of Thun,^ 

the view opens, and^difcovers, towards the 

footh-eaft, that high calcareous chain, of which 

the Stockhotn, the Neuncren, and the Ganterifli 
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have been illuftrated by the botanical labours of 
the celebrated Haller. This chain, which joins 
that of Schwartzenburgh towards the canton of 
Friburghy is chiefly calcareous, and contains 
fewer petri&dions than the above-mentioned 
hills; it is not of fufEcient elevation to b^ 
covered with fnow in fummer. 

The Niefs, which is the lafl: mountain in this 
calcareous chain, ftands on the borders of the 
lake, and feparates the valley of Frutingen 
from that of Simme ; it is peculiarly interefting 
to travellers, on account of the fine view from 
its fummit; and to naturaltfts, becaufe it joins 
to the alps. Towards its foot beds of flate 
have been difcovered ; higher up it is of calca- 
reous ftone, and near its top is found a fpecies 
of pudding-ftone, filled with fmall fragments of 
petrifadlions. 

In traverfing the lake of Thun, the borders, 
which are planted with vines, are compofed of 
rounded (lones, united by a calcareous cement, 
as far as the mountains of St. Beat. There, near 
Rallingen, the rocks are calcareous and rugged, 
containing in a few places, 'broken petrifadions, 
of which It is often difficult to afcertaui the 
fpecies. On continuing my route at the foot 
pf the St. Beat, I obferved the fird rocks, that 
are abfplutely perpendicular, an4 even impend? 
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ing» and which are marked at different eleva* 
tions with furrows, occafioned by the waters of 
the lake, that, in former periods, was probably 
feveral hundred feet above its prefent level. I 
remarked the fame furrows nearly at the lame 
elevations, in the vallies of Lauterbrunnen and 
Hafli, which coincidence feems to prove, that 
the lake of Thun once extended over all thefe 
parts, covered the whole plain of Bern, and 
reached as high as the Lengenberg, where 
Gruner difcovere4 thofe petrifactions called 
Pholades. 

Having traverfed the lake of Thun, I entered 
the narrow but agreeable valley of Unterfeven 
and Interlachen, on each fide of which the 
mountains approach each other, and form, if I 
may fo exprefs myfelf, the vejiibule of the alps. 
The valley, feparating the lakes of Thun and 
Brientz, which appear to have been once united, 
is entirely formed by (tones brought by torrents 
from the alps. On the right is Abendberg 
covered with trees and herbage, and itretching 
towards a group of mountains of confiderabl^ 
extent, yet little ^own, though their tops may 
l>e feen at Bern. 

The Ballenhoechft, Suiek, Schnabelhorn, 
6chwartzberg, Schwalmern, Schilthorn, Kirch- 
|luh, Latreyenfirft, and Dreyfpitz^ are the moft 
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remarkable mountains in this group, which on 
one fide borders the valley of Lauterbrunnen^ 
and on the other towers oppofite to the Niefs, 
at the commencement of the valley of Frutin- 
gen.' It is united by means of the Sefinen alps 
with the Dents Rouges, and the gr^t central 
chain of granitical mountains. The mountains 
of this group ftaod on a bafe of argtUaceous 
ichiftus, containing a few petrifadtions, which 
is rarely vifible but at certain elevations. Towards 
Lauterbrunnen, particularly, a fine-grained caW 
careous ftone abounds. 

To return to the valley of Unterfeven. On 
the left is another group of calcareous moun^ 
tains, extending along the lake of Brientz 
towards Hafli, and ftanding alfo on an argillai- 
ceous fchiftus, which is but rarely vifible. And 
though the granitical chain is at a very fmall 
diftance, it is, however, fo wdrely concealed 
by tbefe fecondary mountains, as to be nowhere 
diicov>ered, except between Unterfeven and Imar 
kicben, where the Jungfrau prefepts herfelf in 
aW her majefty. 

From tbefe delightful plains I attempted to 
penetrate towards the granidcal chain of alps 
through narrow vallies enclofed between perpen-^ 
dicii^kbr rocks of an enormous height \ but every 
where I met with fecondary mountains^ which, to 
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a ceo^ickFable ekvauon, conceal the ptiaftitive 
b^ of granite, and reiukr the approach to It 
esytremely dangerous, if not impraflicabJe^ Thu< 
t\^, valky of Lauterbrunnen is bordered by caL* 
careoiis ro€k8 even to ks farther extremityt At 
^chellauaaeu tb^ &rft maff^s of granite appe^ur,, 
forming the bafe of the calcareous rocks^ whk)| 
are of a very gr^at height. Cpatiauing my 
Toute towards the chain^ which ftretches from tha 
Jungfrau to ihe Grofshorn and Qieithoro, } 
obierved a rock of fleatire, in which fbme veinq 
of lead have been, difcovo'ed and worked a| 
Hohalp* Higher up is the true granitical chain» 
which, however, even there is frequently cover^ 
with <:aIcareous peaks. 

I found the approach to this chain lefi diffi<« 
ndt at Wengenalp^ the lad of a group of cal^i 
caoreous and fchiftous mountains between ^au^ 
terbKvmnen and Grindelwald, which there joins 
the Jungfrau, the fnmmits whereof appear to be 
of granite. In the valley of Grindelwald I 
obfepved only the ar gitbceous iichiOus and calca* 
teons flone ; the external parts of the Eger, c^ 
t^e Mettenberg, and of the Wetterhorn^ are 
cbiefty calcareous, and cover the granite of the 
central chain, and the only pieces of gramte 
are the fragments brought into the valley by the 
two glaciers. That chain, which is oppdite 
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to thefd glaciers, and borders the northern 
fide of the valley of Grindelwald, has an argil* 
kceous bafe, which, in feveral places, parti* 
cularly towards Haili,^ contains cornua am* 
Diones, and is covered with calcareous rocks, 
through which it often penetrates at different 
heights* 

I will now take a nearer view of the primitive 
chain, and trace the alps in the fame order as 
they are marked upon the annexed plan. I 
itiaU confider the Jungfrau as the centre, from 
which I will take my departure on one fide 
towards the Gemmi, and on the other towards 
the Schreckhorn, Wetterhorn, and Grimfd. 

The Jungfrau, or Virgin, is one of the 
higheft and mod beautiful mountains in the 
canton of Bern. The granite does not appear 
till ar very confiderable elevation ; its foot bdng 
in mod parts covered by rocks, which are of 
calcareous ftone, called by the natives StaUenn 
fiuh^ of which an elevated peak is denominated 
the Monk. On following thefe rocks to Sichel* 
lauinen, about two leagues from Lauterbrunnen,^ 
I obferved a red ftratum, that feems to form the 
feparation between .the granite and the caica* 
reotts fubftance : it is compofed of an argilla-i 
ceous ilate, fpotted with brown and green, and 
of a fipe-grained iron ore, (as I was furprifed to 
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l^d) containing anomites. I obferved the fame 
ilratum at the bottom of the Eger and Wetter*^ 
horn, and of feveral mountains towards Halli ; 
I remarked it at different heights ; but as all 
accefs to them has been hitherto found imprac<* 
ticable, I cannot attempt to explain a pheno- 
menon, which merits a nearer inve(ligation« 

The chain of the Jungfrau ftretches to the 
right by thofe inacceflible peaks called tlie 
Gletfcherhorn, Ebenfluh, Mittaghorn, GrofT- 
horn, Breithorn. I am entirely unacquainted 
with their ftrufture, except from the fragments^ 
which T have obferved at their feet, or on the 
mafles of ice defcending from their tops. Lime- 
ftone occurs at very confiderable heights ; par^ 
ticularly white marble, and a fine grey marble, 
which is the matrix of a red hematite filled with 
innumerable fmall chryftals of iron of an odagon 
figure, and attradable by the magnet. Befides 
thefe ftones, I noticed on the glaciers of Breit« 
laufaien and Breithorn, various fpecies of granite, 
both foliated and in blocks, of iron-ftone, of 
faxum fornacum^ or Jlcljiein^ and of argillaceous 
^d micaceous fchiftus. All thefe fragments 
fufEcicntly prove, that granite prevails in the 
higher parts, although it is frequently covered 
with fecondary mountains. 

To 
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To the right is the tnajeftic Blumli* t\p^ 
which is a fine objeft from the pliins ; a htge 
glacier mentioned by tio author ftretches at 
Its feet. I firft noticed it from the oppdfitA 
heights of Oefchenengrat, and at the feme time 
obferved, that the feet of the Alpfchelenhctil 
and Blumlis alp are covered with black fchiftos^ 
and that the granite is not apparent, but at a 
confiderable height* 

A few dap after tills expedition, I mounted 
to the fummJt of the glacier, called by the pea* 
fents Gamchighetfcher, where it forms a very 
fteep ridge towards the valley of Lauterbruii- 
nen. From thence I behdd the viffi amphi* 
theatre of the Lauterbrunnen glaciers ; I f<> 
marked alfo, that the valley of Lauterbrunneii 
aids at this place ; that it has only oiie iflue 
behind Blumlis alp, where ^ large glacier, with 
a plain: and unbroken furfece, ftretches towtods 
the vaHey of Gafter. Here then is the extre* 
mity of the valley of Lauterbrunnen, which 
expands at the feet of the Eger and the Jungfriau, 
continues almoft in a ftraight line as far as 
Sichellauinen to the foot of the Gletcher* 
horn and of the glacier of StufHftein, where 
it forms an angle, and bends towards lERtimlis 
alp. 

The 
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The ridge of the glacier of Giatlichi u of ft 
black calcaneous ftone^ which, in maay places^ 
k of a fine texture, and fptlitc into lamina of a 
thombotdal form j in other parts it ig coarfely 
granukited, ccmtaining white and black fpar« 
The fides of the Blumlis alp, bordering the 
glacier, are black Hate, in which I found feveral 
balemnites, and a fragment of a cornu ammonia 
a £30t in diameter. The pieces of granite which 
are difcovered upon the glacier, and which moft 
probably fell from the fummits of the Blumlis 
alp and of the Dents Rouges, is very pmilar 
to that granite, containing veins of lead, near 
Sicbellauixien in the valley of Lauterbrunnen. 

The granitical chain, which extends on the 
right by the Alpfchelenhorn and the Altits, ia 
entirely concealed and loft in Mount Gemmiy 
where only calcareous ftbne and ilate are dif** 
covered. As I have not yet had any opportu- 
nity to examine the mountains of Simmenthol 
and of Geffenay, I cannot inform you, if the 
granite appears through their cakareous cover- 
ing. 

- But let us return to the Jungfrau, and trace 
the mountains towards Grindelwald and ,the 
Grimfeh The two high pyramids which tower 
ftear the Jungfrau are the two Egers, called from. 
riteir pofition Exterior and Interior. Calcareous 
5 ftone 
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ftone is vifible to a great height ; many perforis 
indeed pretend, that the whole fide of the 
Exterior Eger towards Grindclwald is entirely 
calcareous ; but I am convinced, from repeated 
obfervations, that the fubftance of thefe moun- 
tains is granite, though it is covered with calca- 
reous ftone lying on reddilh flate, which in many 
places forms a fpecies of brefcia, compofed of an 
argillaceous bafe, covered with calcareous frag- 
ments. You obferve behind the Exterior Eger 
two fmall p^aks, which feem united by a ridge ; 
thefe ^re the Viefcherhorn and the Zefenberg,* 
which overlook the inferior glacier of Grindel- 
wald. The ftones that have fallen on the gla- 
cier (how, that their fummits, as well as that of 
the Schreckhorii, are of granite in blocks, veined 
granite, and other lamellated rocks, which fre- 
quently contain great fteatites, amianthus, and 
chryftals of quartz. 

The high peak, which appears to ftand near 
the Zefenberg, is at a very confiderable diftance^ 
and probably feparated from it by large vallies 
of ice. This peak, which has hitherto efcaped 
the mention of travellers, feems to be the Finfter- 
Aar-horn, and can only be approached from 
the Grimfel, or by traverfmg the glacier of the 
Aar, 1 have feen it from the fummits of the 
St. Gothard, from one of the heights which 

feparate 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chain of Hills and Alps. 321 

feparate the valley of Grindelwald from the 
lake of Brientz ; I have been at its foot upon 
the glacier of the Plnfter-Aar; on all fides, 
and in all places, its elevation is ftupendous^ 
and appears to me to exceed even that of the 
Schreckhorn^ which has been hitherto confidered 
as the higheft *. 

The Schreckhorh, or peak of terrbt, rlfes be- 
tween the two glaciers of Grindelwald. Con^ 
tealed by its bafe, the Mettenberg, it is not feea 
from the valley of Grindelwald^ and the rugged 
paths which lead acrofs the fuperior glacier to 
its foot, are extremely difficult and dangerous j 

• This conjc£kure of ^t. Wittenbach is confirmed by 
a6bial mcafurement taken geometrically by Tralles. 

Height ojf the principal Alps in the canton of Bern. 

Englidi feee* 
Fiiifterarhom - - - - « 14^ 116 

Jangfrauhorn . • • . • i3»730 

Mouch - - - - . - 13*5*0 

Schrcckhom - » - - - i I3>397 

£iger A 139086 

Wetterhorn - - - - - - 12,217 

All Els . ^ . . ^ . 12,194. 

Frau i i - - . - - >*>i53 
Doldenhorn - - - - - - 12,039 

Nicfen --.---- 7*829 

Morgcnberghorn - - . - . 7*456 

Hohgant i . . - - . 7*290 

Stockhom - • - A • • 7,218 

Vol. IL Y part 
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part of ic 11 cbrervcd from that glacier. Thi 
tops o£ the Mccteoberg are of graoite, and the 
low«r (larts of laxnellatcd rock, blended \vith 
mica and quartz. The pkod liimmics of the 
ficfaneckfaorn^ vrhich rife to an enormous height, 
ippear to be of pnre granite and other primidve 
ftones. 

L /The nest in (his thain^ is the Wetterhorn^ or 
Scortny Peak» whofe perpendicular fidei border 
libe foperior gbtci^. The escterior part of thi^r 
teonntatn is of calcareous ftone to a very con* 
fidemible elevation, but the fummits are un* 
doubcedlj of primitive rock. I npticed along the 
fides the fame red ilratum, which makes its ap- 
pearance on the E«er and at the foot of the 
Jungfrau. ' Behind the Wetterhorn is feen an^ 
elevated rock, which is faid by the inhabitants of 
Grindelwald to border the glacier of theLauterw 
aar, and which from thence has been afce^ed 
by fev<*ral cbajfeurs. 

Examining the ftones brought down by the 
fuperior glacier, I did not difcover much granite 
in mafs, but often veined granite, and lamellated 
rock, which frequently enclofe pieces of the €Oi^ 
neus fpathofus mixed with fteatites, pyrites, and 
quartz. The foot of the Wetterhorn and that 
of the Mettenberg contains, in feveral places, » 
fine fpecies of white marble, with red, green, . 
5 *a* 
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and yeHow yeins ; a quarry of which, ncm co« 
Tcred by the inferior glacier, was formerly 
worked^ 

In pafling from Grindelwald to Meyringen, 
I traverfed the Scheidek, which (lands on the foot 
of the Wetterhorn, and entirely confifts of black 
flate ; this flate continues to compofe the chain 
that divides Grindelvvald from the plains of HaiU 
and the lake of Brientz. 

Defcending the Scheidek, I obferved, on my 
right hand, the chain that joins the Wetter- 
horn and runs towards the GrimfeL As I have 
not particularly examined this chain, I fliaii only 
remark in general, that from an inveftigation 
of the (tones and fragments which ftrew the 
YaHies and (ides of the hills, it appears to con- 
tain the fame fpedes of marble which I found on 
the fuperior glacier of Grindelwald, alfo red 
flate^ argillaceous brefcia, and various granites. 
But this much is certain, that the front of thefe 
mountains is entirely concbaled by fecondary 
fubftances, and that the true region of granite 
was not apparent, until I had pa(red Meyringen 
and afcended the Gtimfcl, during the greater 
part of which afcent I only noticed lamellatcd 
rocks and granite. All the mountains which 
form the Grimfel and the neighbouring chain, 
are concealed in my plan by the Wetterhorn 5 
Y 2 they 
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they extend behhd the Schreckhorn as faf as 
the Ftnfter«aar-horn. This is the true region of 
granite and other primitive rocks» the heart of 
the central chain, and the great obfervatory of 
the naturalift 



LETTER 60. 

Efccurfim to Tbun^ Worbe^ and Hindelbank^^ 
Tomb of Madame Langbans. 

n^HE environs of Bern are m general ex* 
tremely delightful, apd no road exhibits a 
more pleaimg variety of hill and dale than tkat 
which leads to Thun. It runs through an agree- 
able country, winds through fertile meadows, 
enriched with dark forefts of pine and fir, and 
occaflonal groves of beech and oak ; the cattle, 
lately defcended from the Alps, were browzing 
on the paftures, and added to the animation of 
the fcenery. The well-being of the inhabitants 
is vifible from the cultivation of the, grounds, and 
from the number and neatnefs of the cottages 
and farm-houies which are fcattered about the 
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fields, Ikirted by trees, or half concealed amid 
tufts of Tvood. 

Thun Is diftant ab6ut twelve miles from 
Bern*; it occupies the bottom and brow of a 
hill, and ftretches on both fides of the Aar { it 
contains twelve hundred fouls, enjoys confider. 
able immunities, has its own magiftrates and 
courts of juftice, in which the bailif from Bern 
always prefides, and from whofe dedfion an ap« 
peal lies to the capital. The inhabitants employ 
themfelves in carding and fpinning filk for the 
manufaAures of Bafle; fome of the burghers 
poflefs large herds of cattle. 

To the north-eaft ftand, on an eminence, the 
church, and the caftle, which is the refidence of 
the bailif, and occupies the higheft point* From 
its windows I enjoyed a mod pleafmg and ex« 
tenfive view, not inferior in its kind to any prof- 
peft in Switzerland. Underneath is the town, 
occupying both fides of the Aar, (landing in a 
rich plain of pafture, and bounded by a chain of 
bills, black with forefts of fir, which extend 
from Bern and joiu the Niefs, a brown and 

• MufingCDi midway between Bern and Than, is ren- 
dered memorable in the unhappy fate of this country, by 
the afTailination of General d'Erlach, commander of the 
Berncfe army* and Lord of Hlndelbank, See the Xntro^ 
^<£tion. 

. Y3 rugged 
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rugged mountain, that riCes rapidly from tho 
edge of the lake. To the eaft, a fmall ridge 
covered with vines and trees } and to the fouth- 
aaft, part of the bke of Thun, bounded by hills 
fifing to the mountains and alps of Lauter^ 
brunnen a^d Grindelwald, ^< pled up to tb^ 
thuds:' 

The Atr flows from the lake between two 
level promontories, prettily fprinkled with trees, 
on one of which (lands the caftle of Schadan^ 
The lower parts of this view, contrafted with 
the rugged rocks and mountains, refemble a 
painting of Claude by the fide of a Salvatov 
Rofa. 

From Thun T returned about fix nules to the 
village of Maflic, where 1 quitted the high road, 
and paffed through pleafftnt thickets of beech and 
oak, over fields and enclofures; the cottages 
and hamlets agreeably fituated in lawns, and 
amid clumps of trees. In about an hour and a 
half I entered the road which leads from Bern 
to Langefiau, and afcending to the upper part of 
the village of Worbe, pafled an agreeable day 
with an amiable family, who favoured me with 
a moft cordial and polite reception. The view 
from their houfe, which flands in the midd of a 
field, is not inferior to that from the caftle of 
Thun ; it commands a rich enclofed and welk 
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wooded couBtry, gently broken into hiH wad 
dsde,^ sind watered by many lively ftreams ; the 
buge white peaks of the Juugfrauhorn, Sqbreck- 
boro, wd Wettethom, overtopping a bill ewv- 
browued with fii-s, 

I made alfo an e^curfion to Hiodelbank, a 
village about four miles from Bern, in order to 
examine the tomb of Madame I.anghans, a. moft 
celebrated work of Nahl, a Saxou fculptor* Be^ 
ing employed in conftruSiug a fepulchre for 
Count d'Erlach, he was lodged in the houfe of 
the clergynwin, his particular friend, whofe wife, 
^ woman of uncommon beauty, expired in child*- 
bed on Eafter-»eve. Struck with the time of her 
death, animated by the recollection of her beauty, 
fympatbifrng with the alBidioa of her buiband, 
he conceived and finifhed this affeding \nonu« 
ment* It U placed in the body of the oburch, 
funk into the pavement like a gra^ve, and covered 
with two folding^doors. When thefe are o^ened» 
^ grave-done appears . as if jud rent into thret 
fia^ures, through which is half difcovered the 
Agure of a woman ilightly veiled with a ihroudt 
She is reprefented at the moment of the refuFrec* 
tion, when *' the graves are commanded to yield 
up the dead;^ her right hand is gently raifmg 
that portion of the broken ftone which lies 
over her head ; and the other holds a naked in- 
y 4 fant 
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hnt ftruggling with its little hands to releafe it< 
felf from the tomb. " Here am i, Lordy and 
the child whom thou gaveji me *,** are the fublime 
words which form the infcription. Below is tht 
name of the deceafed, " Anna Magdalena Lang- 
hans, wife of the clergyman. Born 1723 ; died 
1751." The workmanfhip is by no means in« 
ferior to the original defign j the artift has formed 
the whole fepulchre out of one block, and fo 
naturally exprelTed the fwelling of the ftone, 
that the fragments feem as if they had juft burft, 
and were in the aft of opening. The only cir- 
cumftance to be regretted is, that the materials 
are not fo durable as fuch a monument deferves ; 
being of fand-ftone, they are too foft to refift the 
eflfefls of time, and even now exhibit fome fympt 
toms of decay, 

Nothing perhaps can more ftrongly difplay the 
fuperior effeft of fimplicity over magnificence, 
than the comparifon of this tomb with the mau- 
foleum of Count d'Erlach in the fame churchy 
The maufoleum confiding of feveral marble 
figures, executed in a mafterly ftyle, and loaded 
with all the emblems of rank and opulence^i 

* Hier Herr hin icb ; und das kind,fi du mir gegthen ha/t. 
An engravbg of this monumeAt is publiflicd by M, dc 

Mechd of Lafle. 

fcarcelj 
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fcarcely attrads a momentary attention ; while 
this (imple grave-ftone ^^ /peaks heme '* to every 
heart of tafte and feeling, 



LETTER 61. 

' Tifit to Michael Scbuppacby the Phyjician tf 
Langenaun 

Langenauy Sept. iS. 
"V^ OU have heard, perhaps, of Michael Schup^ 
pach, the famous Swifs dodor ; of whofe 
lagacity in difcovering the feat of diforders, and 
applying fuitable remedies^ many wonderful 
ftories are recounted ; and which, like Virgil's 
Progrefs of Fame, have increafed in the mar- 
vellous in proportion as they receded from the 
fcene of adion. I am now lodged in the houle 
of this celebrated iEfculapius : it is fituated 
above the village of Langenau, on the fide of 
a fteep acclivity ; from which circumftance he is 
generally ftyled the phy/ician of the mountain. 

On our arrival we found the doftor in his 
apartment, furrounded by feveral peafants, who 
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were conRiltmg htm ^ each having brcmgbt tvkh 
him a fmall bottle^ containing fome of his water ; 
for, by infpefting the urine, this medical fage 
pretends to judge of the patient's cafe. His 
figure is extremely corpulent ; he has a penetrat- 
ing eye; and a good-humoured countenance^ 
He feats himfelf oppofite to the perfon who 
confuks him, one moment looks at the water, the 
next at the patient ; and continues examining 
ahernately the one and the other, whiftling occa- 
fionally during the intervals. He then op^m the 
flate of the cafe, acquaints the confultant with 
the nature of his complaints, and has fometimes 
the good fortune to hit upon the true caufe. In 
a word, his knack of discovering diforders by 
urine, has gained fuch implicit faith m his fkill, 
that we might as well queftion the Pope's infaUU 
hility to a zealous catholic, as the doctor's in the 
prefence of his patients. He has certainly per** 
formed feveral great cures, and the rumour of 
them hath brought perfons from all quarters of 
Europe, hr his advice. 

The do£lor was formerly a village furgeon» 
has a flight knowledge of anatomy, and is toler* 
ably verfed in botany and chermftry. His ac- 
quaintance with the theory of phyfic H &id to 
be limited ; the greater part of his knowledge 
being deriveid from his extenfive pradice, though 

he 
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he never ftirs a quarter of a mile from his own 
houfe; for he would not take, the trouble of 
going to Bern, even to attend the king of 
France. 

It 18 more than probable, that much of this 
extraordinary man's fuccefs, is owing to the be* 
nefit which his patients receive from change of 
climate, to the falubrious air of this place, an4 
to the amufement arifmg from the conftant 
Ajcceffion of company • But whatever may 
have been the caufes of his celebrity, it has 
pome to him, as all accounts agree, unfought 
by himfelf. He has certainly many excellent 
qualities ; is humane and charitable to the bigheft 
degree, not only furnifhes the indigent peafants 
who confult him, with medicines gratis, but g&r 
nerally makes them a prefent in money befides, 
and always appropriates a certain portion of his 
gains to the poor of his parifh. His wife and 
grand-daughters are drefTed like the peafant wo« 
men of the country, and he has ihewn his good 
fenfe in giving the latter a plain educatbn \ the 
elded he bellowed in marriage, when fhe was 
but fifteen, upon one of his alfiftants, and with 
her J[^. I5300 ; no inconfiderable portion for this 
country. He procured a match for her fo early 
he faid, to prevent her being fpoiled by the 
young gentlemen telling her that (he was pretty, 

and 
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and inrpiring her with the ambition of marrying 
above her rank. 

If domeftic harmony, and the moft perfeft 
fimplicity of manners, have any pretentions to 
pleafe, you would be highly delighted with this 
rural family. The wife is a notable adive woman, 
and fuperintends the houfehold afiairs with re- 
markable clevernefs : (he afiifts her hufband like* 
wife in preparing his medicines, and, as he talks 
no other language than the German, fhe ferves 
occafionally as his interpieter. As a proof of 
his confidence in her adminiftration of his affairs, 
ihe a£ls as his treafurer, and receives all his fees, 
which, in the courfe of a year, amount to a con* 
fiderable fum : for, although he never demands 
more than the price of his medicines, yet no 
gentleman confults him without giving an addi<» 
tional gratuity. She has likewife received many 
prefents from thofe who have reaped benefit by 
her hufband's prefcriptions ; feveral of thefe 
prefents confift of valuable trinkets, with which 
on days of ceremony (he decks herfelf to the 
beft advantage, in the fimple drefs of the 
country. 

The family fit down to table regularly at 
twelve o'clock : there are always fome ftrangers 
of the party, confiding not only of thofe perfons 
who are under the dolor's care, but of travel 

lers, 
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lers, Kke ourfelves, led by motives of mere 
curiofity. "When the weather is fine^ and their 
guefts more numerous than ufual, diiinec. is 
ferved in an open ihed, that overlooks the ad- 
jacent country, with a diftant view of the glaciers 
beyond the lake of Thun. Yefterday fome pea- 
fants, whom the dodtor invited, formed part of 
our company ; after dinner, he gave fome money 
to thofe that fat near him, and ordered one of 
his grand-daughters to diftribute his bounty to 
the others. The benevolence of the old man, his 
gaiety and good-humour, the cheerfiilnefs of bis 
femily, the gratitude of the poor peafants, the 
beauty of the profpe£t, and the finenefs of the 
weather, formed all together a mod agreeable 
and delightful fcene ; and I do not remeniber 
to have ever partaken of any meal with ^ more 
fenfible and heartfelt fatisfadion. 

This fmgular man is very often employed in 
^ving advice from eight in the morning till fix 
in the evening, with no other intermifTion thaa 
during the time he is at table. His drugs are 
of the beft kind ; for he colle£ts the fimples, 
and diftills them himfelf ; his houfe like thofe 
of the peafants, is conftruded of wood ; and, 
though always full of people, is remarkably neat 
and clean ; in fhort, every thing about him bears 

the 
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the appearance of the pleafing fimplidty of 
former ages. 

I had almoft forgotten to tell you, that I con<^ 
fulted him this morning ; and have reafon to be 
highly fatisfied with his prefcription : for, he 
told me I was in fuch good health, that the only 
advice he had to give me, was '* to eat and drink 
well, to dance, be merry, and take moderate 
exerdfc.** 

It is now Langenau fair ; and the village is 
crowded with the neighbouring peafants. Great 
numbers of the men have long beards, and many 
of them cover their heads with a woman's ftraw 
liat, extremely broad, which makes a grotefque 
appearance ; their drefs is chiefly a coarfe brown 
doth jacket without fleeves, with large puffisd 
boeeches of ticking. The women, who are re« 
markably handfome, wear thdr hair plaited be*- 
hind in trefles, wkh the ribband hanging down 
below the waift ; a flat plain fl:raw hat, which is 
very becoming ; a red or brown cloth jacket 
without fleeves ^ a black or blue petticoat bor* 
dered with red, and fcarcely reaching below the 
knees ; red ftockings with black clocks, and no 
heds to their flioes ; their fhifts of extremely 
fine linen, faftened clofe round the neck by a 
black collar with red ornaments ; the better 

fort 
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ib^t have <ima% of filver betwisen (he fliduIdeF$i 
brcHi^hc round onder each arm, aikl hSLen&i be- 
neath the bofom, the ends haogtog down ^th 
fome filver ornaments^ 

I am fo charmed with the (ituation of this 
Tillage, the cheerfulnefs and fmgularity of this 
ruftic and agreeable family, and the uncommon 
charafter of the humane doQor, that I could 
with pleafure continue here fome days } but I 
am preffed for time, and. have a long journey 
before me. 



This celebrated empiric died in March 178 1 ; 
tnd Langenau, which I again vifited in Auguft 
17869 was no longer the relbrt of the lick, the 
valetui&iarian^ the curious, and the idle* The 
do&or gained by his praftiee ^. 10,000; of 
which fum his wife received a third, and the 
remainder was diftributed among his fon-in-law 
and grand-children. 

Langenatt is fituated at the commencement of 
the Emmethal, a valley remarkable for its culti^ 
vation and beauty. Many of the farmers are ex- 
tremely rich ; the people appear in general con- 
tented and happy \ the wooden cottages icat- 

tered 
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tered about the fields, are uncommonly neat afldl 
comfortable, and announce, in their appearance^ 
the happy condition of the peafantry. 



lETTElt 6i. 
Payeme — Moudon^Geneva — Cahiri. 

Creneva^ Sept. 6* 

T Took leave of my friends at Langenau, id 
order to proceed to Avignon; where 1 am 
going to pay a viiit to the Abbe de Sade^ author 
of the interefiing ttieihoif s of the life of Petrarch. 
Monfieur de Vigur, a fenator of Soleure, oflFered 
me a place in his carriage to Bern, as my princi- 
pal obje£t in travelling is to acquire intelligence^ 
t gladly embraced this opportunity of leading 
my worthy and welKinformed companion into a 
converfatioh, not only concerning the govern- 
ment of Soleure in particular, but in relation 
alfo to Switzerland in general, and I found him 
exceedingly well-difpofed to anfwer the feveral 
queftions he allowed me to propofe. 

The next day I repaJSTed through Morat and 
Avenches^ and flept at Payeme, a town in the 

canton 
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^eanton of Bern, which enjoys confiderable pri- 
vileges. Upon the bridge over the Broye, is an 
antient Roman infcription. 

Moudon is a handibme town, the prin»> 
cipal burgh of the baiUiage, and formerly 
the capital of all that part of the Pays de 
Vaud, which belonged to the duke of Savoy^ 
It was the ordinary refidence of his chief 
bailif, aQd the place where, the ftates were 
accudomed to meet. The bailif appointed 
by the fovereign council of Bern.refides in the 
caftle of Lucens, built upon the fummit of a 
mountain, in a fituation exceedingly piflurefque ; - 
it formerly belonged to the bifliops of Laufanne^ 
and was one of their favourite feats, before 
the reformation was introduced into this coun-^ 
tsy. 

Geneva lies upon the narrowelt part of the 
lake, where the Rhone iflues in two large and 
rapid dreams, which foon afterwards unite. 
That river ieparates the city into two imequal 
4iviiions, receives the muddy Arve in its courfe, 
and flows through France into the Mediterra- 
nean. The adjacent country is uncommonly 
pifturefque, and abounds in magnificent views ; 
the feveral obje£ts which dompofe this enchant- 
ing profpeft, are, the town, the lake, the 
pumerous hills and mountaijns, particularly the 

YoL.JL Z Sal^vc 
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Saliva tod the Mole, rififig fuddenly from the 
plain in a variety of fantaftic forttis, backed by 
the glaciers of Savoy$ with their ftomttk tops 
glifteniAg in the fan, and the majeftic Mont 
Blane rearing its head f^r above the reft. 

Gtiiev a, tvhich (Vands partly in the plain upoq 
the borders of the Isdce^ and partly upon t gentle 
stfcent, is irregularly built ; the houfe« are high, 
and many In the trading part of the city hare 
irtades df wood, which are railed even to the 
upper ftories. Thefe arcades, fupportfed by 
pillars, give a gloomy appearance to the ftreet j 
but are ufefui to the inhabitants in proteOirtg 
them from the fun and rain. It is by far thfc 
ttit^ populous town iti Switzerland, and con-* 
tains i4,oC>o fouls. This fupetiorlfy of num^ 
bers i$ undoubtedly owing to the great in- 
duftry and aftivity of the inhabitants, to its 
extenfivtj commerce, to the facility of pur- 
chafing the burgherlhip, and to the privileges 
which government allows to all fofclgners. 
The members of this city are diftingaiftfti inla, 
Citizens and burgeffes, inhabitants and native^ % 
The citizens and burgeffes are alone admitted to 
9 fhare in the government ; the inhabitants are 

• Since the late revolution in ^ 8a, there is a fifth clais, 
<:iiUed domiciliesy who receive from the magiftratcs an 
annual perxniflion to, remavi in the city. 

ftranger^ 
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ftrangers allowed to fettle ia the town with 
certain privileges, and the natives are the 
fons of thofe inhabitants, who poflefs additional 
advantages ; the two lail claifes form a large 
majority of the people. 

The liberal policy of this government, in 
receiving ftrangers and conferring the burgher- ^ 
ftip, is more remarkable, as it is contrary to 
the fpirit and ufage of the Swifs, It is here, 
indeed, more neceffary ; the territory of this ftate 
being fo exceedingly fmall, that its very exift- 
ence depends upon the number and induftry of 
the people ; for, exclufive of the city, there are 
fcarcely i6,Qpo fouls in the whole diftriA of the 
Genevois. 

The reformed doflrines firft preached at 
Geneva in 1533, by William Farel, a native of 
iGap in Dauphine, and Peter Viret of Orbe, 
owed th^ir final eftabliffiment to John Calvin, 
who was born at Noyon in 1509, and being 
driven from France by the perfecutions which 
t'rancis the Firft raifed againft the proteftants, 
made his f^rft appearance in this *city in 

.IJ3^- 

Zuingle, CEcolampadiu$, and Haller, had 

reformed the greater part of Switzerland fome 

years before that period} but Calvin has 

given his name to the fedaries of the reformed 

Zz religion. 
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religion, in the fame manner as the New Contl* 
|ient took its appellation from Americus Vefpur 
CIU8, notwithftanding the original difcovery was 
made by Columbus. Although Calvin was not 
the firft reformer of Geneva, yet^ as he gave 
ftrength and folidity to the new eftablifliment^ 
and founded the ecclefiaftical form of govern^ 
ment, he totally eclipfed the fame of his friend 
William Farel, who fcattered the firft feeds of 
reformation. In truth, fo great was the afcend- 
ancy which Calvin, although a foreigner, ac- 
quired over the citizens, tha^ he poiTeffed con-^ 
fiderable Influence even in civil matters, an4 
bore a large (hare in fettling the political confti- 
tutjpPt Confgious that religion derives fupport 
from every branch of knowledge, he liberally 
promoted the cultivation of fcience, and the 
fludy of elegaqt literature. To this end, as 
well as to encourage theological erudition, he 
prevailed upon governmer^t to eftabliih a public 
academy ; but wirh fmgular dif^ntereftednefs 
declining the offer of being perpetual pjefident, 
he obtained that ofEce for his friend and fellows- 
labourer, Theodore Beza* In this new femi- 
nary Calvin, with Theodore Beza, and his other 
colleagues, eminent for their fuperior knowledge, 
read iedures, with fuchunconimon reputation and 
fuccefs^ as attracted ftudents from all quarter^. 
' ThW 
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TBere is fuch a ftriking fplendour in the 
jbrighter parts of this celebrated reformer's 
charader^ as to render us, at firfl: glance, almofl: 
infenfible to thofe dark fpots which in fome 
inftances obfcure its glory. But when we refleft 
dn his afperity and arrogance, and, above all, 
6n the cruel perfecution of Servetus, we cannot 
but lament, that he did not rife fuperior to the 
intolerant principles of the age, which, in all 
other inftances, he helped to enlighten. With 
regard to his intolerant principles., it muft bel 
acknowledged, that the fame tincharitable fpirit 
prevailed alfo among many of the moft cele* 
brated reformers, who unaccountably conceived, 
in oppofition not only to the genius, but to the 
tleareft precepts of the gofpel, that perfecution 
for confcience fake, although unchriftian in 
every other eccleiiaftical eftablilhment, was 
juftifiable in their own. 

The republic of Geneva is at prefent the 
xnoft tolerating of all the reformed ftates in 
Switzerland; being the only government in this 
country, which permits the public elercife of 
the Lutheran religion. In this refpeft the 
^ergy, no lefs wifely than fuitably to the fpirit 
as well as the letter of the Chriftian revelation, 
have renounced the principles of their great 
patriarch Galvin, although they ftill hold that 
Z 3 able 
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able f eformer Itt high venerarion j yet they kfibtr 
how to didmgutfli his virtues from his d^e&i^ 
tnd to admire the om tntfaoiK being blindly 
^rtial to tb« other. 

I am, kc. 



LETTER 63. 

On tbi Literatare tf Geneva^ 

^^O a maaa of letters Ckeiieva b partkuEM-ff 

imerefting ;: learning^ k divefted of pedta** 

117, aad |>hiio<ephy unked vitk a knowledge of 

the world J the pleafures of fociety are mixed: 

With the^pArfiiits of literature, and ekgance and 

hrbantty give a zefl: to the profouadc^ft difquifi-' 

tioHs. Nor are letters confioed m this dtf 

merely to thofe who engage in them as a profef- 

fion, or to thofe whofe fortune and ieifure 

enable them to fo}lt>w where genius ieads^ 

Even the lo««rer clafe of people are exceedingly 

well informed ; and there is perhaps no city iG 

£urof>a> where learning; is naere univer&lly dif- 

fufed*. 
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ing even with feveral trailefnnen upon topics both 
of literature and politics ; and was afloAifh^d to 
find, in this clafs of men, fo uncommon » ihar^i 
of knowledge^ But the wonder ceafep, wh^ 
we are told, that all of them were ^dvPf^ted 4t 
the public academy, where the chiWrep of the 
citi2:en3 are tayght, under the infpeftipn of thf 
tnagiilrates, and at the expence of govern^ 
knent^ 

One circamftance in this feminary particularly 
contributes to excite the indudry and emulation 
of the {Indents ; pri;zes are annually diftrib^ted 
to tbofe, who have diftinguilhed themfelves m 
each clafs. Thefe rewards, coni]i(ling pf fmaU 
medals^ are conferred with fuch iblemnity» a$ 
cannot fail of producing great effed. A yf'^Vf 
mfieiing of all the magiftrates^ profeflfors, wd 
principal inhabitants, is held at the catbedjiajy 
when the firfl: fyndic himfelf diftributes, in the 
mpft public manner, the honorary retributions. 
I met this morning one of the fcholars^ and, 
feeing his medal, inquired its meaning* " J^ 
la porie^^ replied the boy, fcarcely eight years 
pld, " parpe que fat fait mon devoir.*^ I required 
tiQ ftrbnger proof to convince me of the bene- 
ficial influence upon young minds, from thefe 
encouraging and judicious didinftions, than 
Z 4 kppeared 
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appeared from this fprightly fpecimeiu The' 
citizens enjoy the advantage alfo of having free 
accefs to the puWic library; and by this privi^ 
kge not only retain bat improve that gene* 
ral tinfture of learning which they imbibe in 
their early youth. 

The public library owes its origm to Bonni- 
rard, prior of St. Viftor, who was twice * 
knprifoned for having afferted, agahifl: the 
dukes of Savoy, the independence of Geneva", 
and who eonfidered the hardfliips he had fuffered^ 
and the perils he had efeaped, as ties that 
endeared him more ftrongly to a city, which he 
had adopted as his own. He was a princi{^I 
promoter of the reformation by gentle means 
and gradual infl:ru3bn. He clofed his bene- 
fa£Uons to his beloved city by the gift of his 
valuable manufcripts and books, and by be« 
queathing his fortune towards the eftabliihment 
and fupport of the feminary . His works, which 
chiefly relate to the hiftory of Geneva, arc pre- 
ferve^ with that care and reverence due to fo 
eminent a benefadlor. 

The library contains 25,000 volumes and 
many curious manufcripts, of which an accurate 
Ifid learned catalogue has been lately publiflied 

• Sec p. 99, 
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jby the Reverend M. Sennebier the librarian'* 
lie has attempted to determine the ages of the 
feveral manufcripts; he defcribes their form and 
fize, the materials on which they are written', 
the ornaments, the charafteriftic phrafes, and 
mentions the proofs on which he grounds 
his opinions '; he adds the notes, and diftiiT- 
guiflies thofe which have never been f)rinted. 
Sennebier has alfo favoured the world wit5 
*' Hijioire Literaire de Genenje^^ accompanied 
with biographical anecdotes of thofe natives, 
who have been celebrated for their learning. 
As I (hould trefpafs too much upon your time 
if 1 were to attempt feiidiiig you an account of 
the principal men of letters in Geneva, I (hall 
confine myfelf to thofe only, with whom I am 
perfonally acquainted. 

Charles Bonnet was born in 1720. His life 
has been devoted to the purfuits of literature, 
and to the improvement of philofophy and 
Tcience. He has proved by his publications, 
that his indefatigable induftry in ieatching into 
the pha^nomena of the creation, is equalled only 
by his ingenuity in explaining them. His works, 
printed at Neuchatel, form nine volumes in 
quarto, or eighteen in o£lavo, and contain divers 
fubjeAs of natural hiAory, many accurate ob^ 
fervations on infefts, on the vegetation of 
plants, confiderations on organifed bodies, and 

the 
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the contemplations of nature. By fereral trea* 
tifeSy and particularly his Analytical Efiay an the 
Fiaculties of the Soul, he has (hewn himielf an 
acute metaphyfician. Like his friend Haller^ 
be has alio ftood forth an able advocate for the 
great principles of natural and revealed religioa; 
His ^ Philofophical Refearches on Chrifti«inity^ 
and his treatife on the Exiftence of God, prove, 
diat an intimate knowledge of nature neceflarily 
tends to eiiabltih a rational belief of thole great 
truths. I had frequent opportimities of convert 
ing with this refpeAable pfailofopher} though 
now in the fixty-fixth year of his age^ he pof* 
feffes an uncommon degree of vivacity and 
animation, flill retains his enthufiafm for thtf 
purfuits of fcience, and fpeaks with the fame 
perfpicuity and elegance as are obfervable in fai9 
writings f • 

I was no lefs ambitious .of being known to 
his nephew de Sauflfure. Born in 1740, he was 
elected profelTor of philofopby in 1762, and haft 
given to the public numerous fpecimens of hi$ 
inde&tigable induftry, and of the verfatility of 

• A tranflatlon of his Recbercbei Pbilofopbiques fur la 
Preuvet du ChrtJHantfme has been given to the public hj 
John Lewis Boiflicr, Efq* under the title of •• Philofophi* 
cal and Critical Inquiries concerning Chriftianity*^ 

t Bonnet died fmce the publication of the laft 

edition. 

his 
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liis talents : he has made various remarks and 

experiments on microfeopic animals, obferva** 

tkms on eledrkity, on bafakic lavas and volcanit 

produ&ions, on the phyfical geography of Italy* 

He has invented an inftrument for meafuring 

the degrees of magnetic force, and fo mndi 

improved the ele^rometer of Cavallo, that k 

may be aimoft confidered as a new inftrument. 

But above all, his inventioii of the haiiu 

hygrometcr, for meafuring the moifture of 

the atmofphere, has enabled him to make 

many theoretical and expertraental refearchea 

that are detailed in his Effai fur I'Hygra- 

metre. And although a controverfy fubfift^ 

between him and de Luc, concerning the 

propriety of hair for this purpofe, yet it cannot 

"depreciate this invention, and new lights^ muft 

he thrown on that fubjeft by the oppofitionof 

two fuch able naturalifls. 

His Vayages dam kf Alpesy, of which two*" 
*rohimes in quarto have made their appearance, 
treat of the phyfical geography of the aips, the 
forrmation of mountains, the origin of the 
glaciers, and various phaenomena of nature^ 
which peculiarly diftinguifh Switzerland. Unlike 
Ibme philofophers of the prefent age, who from 

^ Ths third aad fourth Juivc been fiace printed* 
^ thenr 
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their cabinet, and with no other knowledge of 
the earth than what is acquired by books, per- 
emptorily and prefumptuoufly decide on the 
theory of the gk)be j this indefatigable obferver 
draws from repeated excurfion, and inceflfant 
experieftce, 2 fund of fads, which may enablef 
bim to complete the great defign and objed of all 
his refearches, that of eftablifhing a more perfeft 
theory of the earth* 

The cabinet of Sauflure is an objeft worthy 
of the traveller's curiofity ; it contains a collec- 
tion of foreign and Swifs butterflies, variousf 
petrifaflions and foiTiis, more particularly a 
large variety of bafalts and volcanic pro- 
duftions, numerous fpecimens of granjtes and 
other primitive ftones, collefled during his 
Various expeditions, and from parts which 
tave been only vifited by himfelf. Sauffurc 
has lately refigned the profefforihip of experi- 
mental philofophy, and is fucceeded by my very 
worthy and ingenious friend M. Piftet Turretini, 
who has already diftinguifhed himfelf by various 
publications, which elucidate feveral important 
branches of experimental philofophy. 

Paul Henry Mallet, born at Geneva in 1730, 

paffed the earlier part of his life at Copenhagen 

as preceptor to the prefent king, Chriftian the 

Sixth, His introdudion to the hiftory of Den* 

9 mark. 
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mark, under the titU of Northern Antiquities, 
proves him a profound and accurate antiquary, 
and his hiftories of Heffe, Brunfwic, and Den- 
mark, (hew him no lefs eminent as an hiftorian. 
I fhould on this occafion be unmindful of the 
honour conferred on me, if I omitted to men- 
tion, that his lateft work is a tranflation of my 
Travels into Poland, Ruffia, Sweden, and Den- 
mark, to which he has added many remarks, 
and a Journey into Norway. 

De Luc, reader to the queen of Great Bri- 
tain, and refident in England, is alfo a native 
of Geneva. IJe was bom in 1727, and pub- 
lifhed, in 1772,* his celebrated, work on the 
modification of the atmofphere, and on the 
theory of barometers and thermometers j a per- 
formance which marks a diftinguiflied aera in 
the hiftory of experimental philofophy, and 
which he continued under the title of Idees 
fur la Mefeorologte. But in his Lettres Phy* 
Jiques et Morales^ fur PHiJioire de la Terre 
et de I* Homme J de Luc appears to Angular 
advantage. In this learned performance, he 
difplays a mo.ft extenfive knowledge of nature, 
and applies it with great fagacity in forming 
a new theory of the earth, and in a happy 
accommodation of his hypothefis to the Mofaic 
account of the creation. 
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The cabinet of de Lqc is not only remarkable 
for the number and rarity of many fpecimens ; 
but more particularly claims the attention of the 
naturalift, as a fyllematic colledion, tending to 
illufh-ate his theory of the globe. With this 
view it may be divided into three principal 
parts : the firft contains petrifaflions and foilils ; 
the fecond flones, and the third lavas and 
volcanic produdions. The firft part is arranged 
in fuch a manner, under three diftin^ heads, as 
may enable the naturalift, i» to compare the 
petrifactions of animal and vegetables with the 
fame bodies, which are ftill known to exift la 
our parts of the globe; 9. to compare thofe 
petrifaiCtions of animals and vegetables with the 
fame bodies which are kaown to exift in diftant 
countries; 3* to confider the petrifadtions of 
thofe bodies which are no longer known to exift^ 
The fecond part comprehends the ftones under 
three points of view; i, thofe pf the primitive 
mount^ns» which contain no aiumal bodies; 
2. thofe of the fecondary mountains, which con« 
tain only marine bodies ; 3* thofe which contaiii 
terreftrial bodies. In the third part^ the lavaa 
and other volcanic productions are diftinguifhed 
into, I. thofe from volcanos now in a buroing 
Aatc} 2. thofe from extinCt volcanos* 

I am, ^c« 
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LETTER 64. 

Government of Geneva in 1776. 

npHE city and territory of Geneva wcjro 
-■• formerly united to the German empire, 
Utider the fucceffors of Charlemagne ; but as the 
power of the emperors, feeble even in Germany, 
\vas ftill weaker in the frontier provinces, the 
bifhops of Geneva, like other great vaflals of 
the empire, gradually acquired very confider- 
^ble authority over the city and its domains, 
if(^hich the emperor had no other means of coun^^ 
terbalancing, than by increafing the liberties of 
the people* During thefe times of confufion, 
conftant difputes fubfifted between the bifliops 
fmd the counts of the Oenevois, who, although 
at their firft inftitution confidered as vaflals of 
the bifliops, yet claimed a right to the exclufive 
adminifl;ration of juitice. The citizens took 
advantage of thefe quarrels, and, by fiding 
pccaiionally with each party, obtained an exten^ 
fipn of their privileges from both. 

But 
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But the houfe of Savoy haying purchafed tho 
Genevois, and fucceeded to all the prerogatives 
of the counts, with additional power ; the bifhops 
and the people united to oppofe encroachments, 
which were no le£s prjejudi.ciaj to the authority of 
the one, than to the liberties of the others. 
During this period, the refpeftive pretenfions of 
the counts, biihops, and citizens, formed a 
government equally fmgular and complicated. 
The harmony, however, between the bifhops 
and citizens was at length broken by the artful 
management of the counts of Savoy, who bad 
the addrefs to procure the epjfcopal fee for their 
brothers^ and even for their illiegitimate children. 
By thefe methods thdr power in the city fo 
much increafed, that, towards the commencement 
of the fixteenth century, Charles the Tliird, 
duke of Savoy, obtained an almoil abfolute 
authority over the citizens, and exercifed it ia 
an unjuft and arbitrary manner. Hence arofe 
perpetual ftruggjes between the duke, and the 
citizens, and two parties were formed; the* 
zealots for liberty were called eldgenojfen^ ot 
confederates, while the partifans of the duke 
were branded with the appellation oimamtnelucs^ 
4>T flaves. 
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The treaty of alliance, which the tow^ con- 
traAed with Bern and Friburgh, in 1526, may 
be confidered as the true sera of its indepeild* 
ence : for, the duke was foon after deprived of 
his authority, the bifliop driven from the city, a 
republican form of government eftabliflied, and 
the reformation introduced. From this time, 
Charles and his fucceflfors waged inceiTant war 
againft Geneva; but his eflforts were rendered 
ineffectual by the intrepid bravery of the citizens, 
and the aififtance of Bern. 

In 1584 Geneva concluded a treaty of perpe- 
tual alliance with Zuric and Bern, by which it 
forms part of the Helvetic confederacy. 

The laft attempt of the Houfe of Savoy againfl: 
Geneva, was in 1602; when Charles Emanuel 
treacheroufly attacked the town during a pro- 
found peace. Two hundred foldiers fcaled the 
walls in the night, while the inhabitants repofed 
in unfufpeding fecutity ; but being timely dif- 
covered, were repulfed by the defperate valour 
of a few citizens, who glorioufly facrificed their 
' lives in defence of their country. As a tribute 
of public gratitude, thefe brave Genevans were 
buried with great pomp, and their names re- 
corded on a iepulchral ftone. In memory of 
this event, fome of the fcaling-Iadders, by which 
the enemy entered the town, ate prefer ved in 
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thearfenal, and the petard, which wasrfafiened 
to one of the gate», ^hen the gunaer was killed 
before it could be difcfaarged. The war occa* 
fioned by this perfidy was concluded in the fbl- 
lowing year by a fokma treaty : fince that period^, 
uninterrupted peace has been maintained between 
the Houfe of SaToy and Geneva ; although the 
king of Sardinia did not till 1754, formally ac- 
knowledge the independence of the republic. 

Peace was no fooner concluded with the 
Houfe of Savoy, than the fparks of civil difcord^ 
ii> apt to kindle in popular governments^ and 
which had been fmothered by the apprehenfion 
of a foreign enemy, again buril forth. During 
the greater part of the laft century, to the 
prefent period," the biftory of Geneva con- 
tains little more than a narrative of contendont 
between the ariftocratical and popular parties, 
and their finagles were occalionally exerted 
vnth fo much animoflty, as to threaten for a mo* 
ment, a total revolution in the ftate } but, have 
been hitherto compromifed without producing 
any fatal eSeds *• 

* The reader will recoiled that this letter was written 
in 1776, before the Revolutioa of 1782, which is related 
in the fubfequent letter. See an excellent narrative of 
thefe intefline commotions, and of the gradual change 
from an aridocratical .to a popular form of government^ 
in Planta's Hiftory of the Helvetic Confederacy, chap. ix. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



Geneva. ^^^ 

The power of the Great Council in 1707, 
was reftrained by an edid, decreeing that every 
five years a general council of the citizens and 
burghers ihould be fummoned to deliberate 
upon the affairs of the republic. Agreeably tp 
this law, a general aflembly being convened in 
1712, the very firft a£l exerted by the people in 
their coUeflive capacity, was the abolition of the 
^dbove edid. 

In confequence of this extraordinary repeal^ 
ih^ power of the ariftocracy continued increafmg 
till within thefe few years ; when the citizens, 
)>y a fingular conjundtion of favourable circum- 
stances, joined to an uncommon fpirit of union 
lUfid p^feverance, procured feveral changes in 
the conftitution of Geneva ; by which the au- 
thority of the magiftrates has been limited, and 
the rights of the people enlarged. Happy! if 
they know where to (top ; left, by continuing to 
extend the bounds of their own privileges, and 
by too much reftraining the power of the ma- 
giftrates, they fhake the foundation of civil go- 
vernment. 

The prefeiit conftitution of Geneva, may be 
confidered as a mean between that of the arifto- 
cratical and popular cantons : more democratical 
than any of the former, as the fovereign and le- 
giflative authority reftde in the general affembly 
Aa 2 of 



Digitized by 



Google 



356 LETTER 64. 

of the ,citizens ; more ariftocratical than the 
latter, becaufe the powers vefted in the Great 
' and Little Councils are very confiderable- 

The members of the Senate or Little Council 
of twenty- five, enjoy, in their corporate capa- 
dty, feveral prerogatives almoft equal to thofe 
poffeffed by the moft ariftrocratical ftates. 
They nominate half the members of the Great 
Council, fupply the principal magiftrates from 
their own body, convoke the Great Council and 
the General Council, and previoufly deliberate 
upon every queftion laid before thefe councils : 
in other words, in them is lodged the power of 
propofing; confequently, as every aft muft 
originate from them, no law can pafs without 
their approbation. In this fenate is vefted alfo 
the chief executive power ; the adminiftration of 
the finances, and, to a certain degree, jurifdic- 
tion in civil and criminal caufes. They nominate, 
to moft of the fmaller pofts of government ; and 
enjoy the fole privilege of conferring the burghcr- 
fhip. They compofe, in conjunftion with thirty- 
five members, chofen by themfelves, the Secret 
Council, which never affembles but on their 
convocation, and only upon extraordinary ot- 
cafions. 

Thefe prerogatives, however, are counter- 
balanced as well by the privileges of the Great 
3 Council, 
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Council, as by the franchifes of the General 
Council. The privileges of the Gre,at Councir 
confifl in choofing the members of the fenate 
from their own body, in receiving appeals in all 
caufes above a certain value, in pardoning cri- 
minals, in difpofrng of the mofl: important 
charges of government, except thofe which are 
conferred by the General Council, and in ap- 
proving or rejefling whatever is propofed by the 
Senate to be laid before the people. 

The General Council, or affembly of the 
people, is compofed of the citizens and burghers 
of the town; their number, on an average 
amounts to about 1,500, but feldom more than 
1,200 meet at the fame time; the remainder be- 
ing either fettled in foreign countries, or abfent. 
I ought to have explained to you fooncr, the 
diftinOion between citizens .^nd burghers; the 
burghers are either the fons of citizens or 
burghers *, born out of Geneva, or have ob- 
tained the burgherfhip by purchafe ; the citizens 
are the fons of citizens or burghers, born in the 
town. The burghers may be chofen into the 
council of two hundred, but th^ citizen^ alone can 

» The children of thofe who arc employed in foreign 
countries, in the fervice of the (late, although born out 
pf Geneva, arc entitled to all the privileges of citizens. 

A a 3 enter 
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'.^^^iet ifitd th^ Senate, iuid j^ihk the ihalr|fe§ &p^ 
J>l«priated to that body, 

Tke Ceneral Council meets tvrtcfe a ye^, 
Allies the principal tnagiftrates, apptores ot r6» 
jihs the latirs and regulations prop6fed by the 
tbuncils/impofes ta&es, contracts alliances, de^ 
<kres war or peace, and fiominates half of the 
inembers in the Gteat Coulicil. All queftiont 
itre decided by the majority of voiced ; and ted^ 
member delivers his vote without having the fr- 
berty of debating. The reftriAion is certainly 
reafonable ; for, in a popular affembUy, lilce thik 
nf Geneva, compbfed of citS^eiis, the meaneft Cif 
irhom is well verfed in the conftitutioil of the 
commonwealth, and where the people in general 
have a ftrong propenfity to enter into political 
4ifciiffions; if every voter was permitted t6 
ftippbrl and enforce his opinion by argument, 
€hete ^ould be no end of debate, and the whbl* 
^me would be confumed in petulant declai!i)a«- 
fion. 

^ Ikit the principal check to the authority of the 
Senate, arifes from the right of re-eleSlibn^ ot tht 
^wei" of annually expelling four members hoA^ 
the Senate at the nomination of the four fyndics, 
and from the privilege of reprefentatibn. The 
right of re.ele£tion was obtained by an edi6^ 
of the General Council in 1768, and is thu< 
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^xercSTed. From eight Senators Appointed by 
the Senate and apptoved by the Great Council, 
the General Council annually chufe the four 
Syndics. Bttt.fliould the General Coundl re- 
\tQi the eight candidates, and all the other Se* 
nators who are fucceflively prelented to tbem, 
four members of the Great Council occiq)y 
theit- places. 

With refped to the fecoad reftralat upon the 
power of the Senate, the right of refrefintation ; 
every citizen or burgher has the privflege of ap^ 
|>lying to the Senate in wder to procure a new 
regulation, or of remonftratmg agafaift any a& 
of the magiftracy. .Thefe reprefcntations have, 
perhaps, proved one of the principal means of 
fecuring the liberties of the people from the eiH 
croachments of the Ywo councils 4 dkemagiftrates 
tiiie obliged to give an explicit aafver to thefe 
reprefentations ; for, if the firft is not coafidered 
as fatisfaflory, a feoond nemoaftranoe is prc- 
fented. According to tbe nature and im poitance 
of the complaint, the reprafentation is made by 
a greater or lefs number of <:iti«ien^ and it has 
fometimes happened, that each remonftrance has 
been accompanied by feva^al hundred^ in dif- 
ferent bodies. 

Tlte Salaries ^ the magiftrat-es are fo incoa- 

fiderabtej as xiot 10 offer any teiAptauon of pe* 
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cuniary emolument : a fenfe of honour, a fpirit 
of pre>^minence, the defire of ferving their 
country, together with that perfonal credit which 
18 derived from an ofSce in the adminiftration, 
are the principal motives which afluate the da^ 
didates to folicit a (hare in the magiftracy. Ac- 
cordingly, the public pofts are generally filled 
by men of the fir ft abilities, and of the moft 
refpedable charafters. The revenues of govern- 
ment, at the higheft calculation, fcarcely amount 
to 30,000 pounds a year j a fum, however, 
which, by a well-regulated (economy, is more 
than fufficient to defray the current expences. 

It is very remarkable that, in a republic fo 
free as Geneva, and where the true principles 
of liberty are generally underftood, there ihould 
be no precife code of penal law j for, although 
the form of the profecution is fettled, yet the 
trial of the criminal is private, and the punifli- 
ment left to the decifion of the magiftrate. Nor 
are the franchifes of the people afcertained with 
that accuracy which might be expected. Under 
Ademar Fabri,biIhop of Geneva in the fourteenth 
century, a certain number of political regulations^ 
both civil and crimin;pil, together with feveral 
particular cuftoms and franchifes, were drawn up 
in form, and the bifhop took an oath to obferve 
them- Thefe ft^tytes, if they may be fo called, 
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were confirmed by Amadeus the eighth, duke of 
Savoy. This code, to which the people appeal ia 
all cafes of contrm'erfy, is compiled in a very inac- 
curate and confufed manner, and the magiftrates 
refufe to fubmit to its authority, becaufe it was 
publifhed before the independence of the repub- 
lic was confirmed. The people have repeatedly 
demanded a code of municipal and penal laws, 
fo exprefs, as to prevent the arbitrary deci- 
fion of the magiftrate, and although fuch a 
code was ordered in 1738 and 1768, yet the 
compilation has been hitherto deferred. 

The code of civil law is the mod perfeft part 
of the conflitution ; all matters concerning com- 
merce being well regulated, and private property 
fecurely guarded. It is unneceiTary to trouble 
you with a particular detail of the fumptuary 
laws, which nearly refemble thofe in moft of the 
other ftates of Switzerland, where reftridions 
of that kind are enforced. But there is one 
law, relating to bankrupts, too fmgularly fevere 
not to be mentioned : if a member of either 
council becomes a bankrupt, he is immediately 
degraded, and from that moment rendered in- 
capable of holding any poft under government, 
until he has difcharged all the jud demands of his 
creditors } even his children are fubje£led to the 
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fame diTgrtkce ; and no citizen can exercHe my 
public employment, wbile the debts of his father 
remain unpaid. 

In this city, as in aU the other principal totms 
^f Switzerland^ a public granary is eftabliflied. 
Sfegazines of this kind, ufeful in all ftates, are 
ttiore particularly neceflary in (b populous a place 
as Geneva, which, if the neighbouring powers 
iirere tb prohibit the exportfeition of com, might 
be expofed to famine. The corn k dried by 
Bies^ af ingenious machines, and retailed to 
the iim-keepers and bakers ; a confiderable profit 
accrues to government, and there is always, in 
ta& of neceffity, a f ulEcient quantity in referve tb 
ftrpport the inhabitants during a year and all balf» 

Geneva is ftrongly fortified on the iide of Sa* 
voy, and a garrifon conftantly maantained ; bat 
thefe fortifications, and this garrifon, ate only 
fnfficient to guard them from any fudden attack, 
and could not be long defended againft a re- 
gular fiege. The great fecurity of the republic 
tonfifts in its alliance with the Swifs cantons, by 
means of Zuric and Bern : as it is the intereft 
both of the kings of France and Sardhna to bt 
in friendfliip with the Swifs, md to preferve the 
independence of Geneva ; it derives it greateft 
fecurity from a circumftance which, in fome 
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tales, would be the fource of danger ; immely, 
its vicinity to the dominions of fuch powerful 
ndghbours *. Geneva is the only republic ia 
Bwitzerland, which has no regular cbmpanie^ ill 
any foreign fervice. 

I am, &c. 
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Acaunt df the Revdution at Gtneva in X78i«— 
OHpn and Prsgrefs of the intejiine Treubbsk.''^ 
SUge and Surreftder rf thi Town. Changes i* 
the Form of Government. — Emigrathn.-^Pro^ 
je£l for a Genevan Settlement in Ireland^r^ 
iinquifbed. 

IJAViNG in a former letter fetched the ge- 
neral hiftory of Geneva, and defcribed (be 
form of government exifting in 1776; I fball 
flow give an account of the recent troubles, and 
relate the changes of the conftitution in 1782. 

^ ^hc conqueft of Savoy by the I'rench deftroyecL this 
equiribfium, and W^ the clcrtain 'pf elude to the fubjtiga- 
^ionbf 6€Aey«« 

By 



Digitized by 



Google 



364 LETTER 65. 

By the edid of 1768, tranquillity was, appa» 
rently, reftored to Geneva, and feveral altcra- 
tioDS were introduced into the antient conftitu- 
lion ; but thefe changes only fmothered and not 
cxtinguifhed, the intefline troubles. The Nega- 
tivesj or ariftocratical party, difcontented at the 
right of re-eleftion extorted from them, which 
they confidered as a fpecies of odracifm, were 
ready to feize the firft opportunity of obtaining 
its abolition ; while the RepreferUants^ or partifans 
of the people, were inclined to fecure their vic- 
tory by a precipitate exercife qf this new pri* 
vilege. 

The projeft for the compilation of a new code 
of laws, which was delayed under various pre. 
tences, \vas another caufe of mifunderftanding 
between the two parties, and the immediate oc- 
cafion of the fucceeding troubles. Many rea- 
fons induced the Negatives to oppofe its cQin- 
pilation. 

Firft ; An accurate ftatement of the cuftoms 
and ufages would confiderably diminilh their 
prerogatives, by abridging the great difcretionary 
powers, which the want of a precife code muft 
entruft to the magiftrates. — Secondly; As, in 
order to fumifli materials for fuch a work, it be- 
came abfolutely neceflary to fearch into the an- 
Ueot archives ; it was furmifed, th^t many titles 
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would be expofed to the public eye, which would 
favour the pretenfions of the Houfe of Savoy, 
and that others would be brought forward by 
the democratical party, in order to juftify farther 
encroachments. ITie Reprefentants, however, 
continued to require the compilation of a new 
code, and at length, in January 1777, forced the 
Negatives to confent to their demand, by exclud- 
ing, according to their right of re-eledioriy four 
members from the Senate or Little Council. 
A committee, accordingly, was appointed for the 
purpofe of forming a code of laws, by the con- 
currence of the Little, Great, and General 
Councils ; the committee was to exift two years, 
and the code was to be laid before the three 
Councils, for their joint approbation or rejec- 
tion. 

At length, on the firfl: of September 1779, the 
committee fubmitted a fketch of the firft part. of 
this code to the Little and Great Councils, iii 
order to profit by their obfervations, before it 
was prefented to the General Council. Many 
articles, however, being confidered by the Nega- 
tives as too democratical, met with great oppo- 
lition ; the Senate propofed to the Great Coun- 
cil, the prorogation of the Committee for the 
purpofe of amending the code ; but the Nega- 
tives, who formed the majority, decided, that 
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the code £hould not be accepted^ and tfaat thtf 
committee fliould be diflblved. 

This meafure was violently reprobated by one 
party as uncoaftitutional, audfupported as warmly 
by the other* By the former it was argued^ that 
the Great Comicil exceeded its powers ; becaufe 
the Little Council having laid before the Great 
Council the que(lion» ^^ Whether the committee 
fiould be prolonged ?'' the Great Council inftead 
of deciding that point, and that only*, had de« 
termined, ^^ that the code itfelf ihould not be 
accepted/' The popular party coniidered thit 
inode of proceeding as a breach of the confti^ 
tutioa ; they argued, that the Senate alone ha4 
the power of propofing, and the Great Coundt 
the privilege of approving or rqeding the mo^ 
tion, not that of amending or altering ; it was 
further urged, that as the committee had been 
appointed conjointly by the three Ck>uncils> and 
|be code wa^ to be fubmitted to their appro-» 
b^tion or reje^ion, the Great Council did npt 
poiTefs the right of cancelling the code, althougt^ 
they had the power of difiblving the committee* 

To tbefe objedions the Negatives anfwered, 
that the Great Council did not diflfplve th^ 
committee; becaufe, being appointed only for 
two years, it ceafed of courfe at the expira* 
tion of that term ; and as to the aec^iSty of fub« 
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mittmg the approbation or r^dion of th^ co<l« 
propofed by the coixunittee to the three Councfll^ 
it might be urg^, tbat the Little and Qreat 
Councils had the ible prerogative of framiiig a 
iiew code, and of laying it before the General 
Council ; that they had afted inconfiftmtly U$, 
admitting that Council to a ibare in appomtiog 
the committee $ and, therefore, only ufed tb^r 
prerogative in refuming thofe powers whieb 
they had unwarily granted to others. 

Many perfons, however, were of opinion, 
that although the Little and Great Councils 
pofleiTed the undoubted right of propofin^ 
to the General Council ; yet, a$ tjhey bad once 
admitted that Council to a fliare in appoint^ 
ing * the committee, they vf^xe imprudent in r^** 
jedmg the code by their own authority j aiui 
ought, at the expiration of two years, to hav? 
nominated, conjointly with the burghers, a n^w 
committe, for the purpofe of compiling a code 

* Strictly fpeakin^> the names of the commiSSqners 
were not bud before the General Council ; but jknply the 
propofal of appointing a committee. The commiflioners 
were privately fettled by the two parties, and the burghers 
acceded to the propofition in general terms, as they prc- 
▼iouflj- knew, that the eommiffioners were moftly fav«Br« 
flUs to tbe popular party. 
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of laws, according to the edi&s of i 738 and 
1768. 

In confequence of thefe difputes, the body 
of citizens remonftrating againft this a£t, the 
Great Council offered to undertake the com- 
pilation of the code^ and fubmit it to public 
examination. The oppofite party confidering 
this offer as infidious, many debates took place, 
and various negotiations' were carried on, 
which only ferved to widen the diffentions. At 
length the Negatives^ confidering the public 
tranquillity as endangered, appealed to their 
iguarantees, France, Zuric, and Bern, and en- 
treated them to protect the laws and confti- 
tution ; but this appeal had no other effect than 
to heighten the diftrud and fufpicion of both 
parties. In this crifis of affairs, the Negatives 
redoubled their efforts to ftrengthen thenifelves 
by the acceilion of the natives, and to fpread 
the feeds of jealoufy between them and the ci- 
tizens. 

The natives, fons of the inhabitants, who had 
purchafed the right of fettling at Geneva, formed 
a numerous body, difcontented, and jealous of 
many exclufive privileges enjoyed by the citizens, 
and inflamed with refentment againft them, for 
having, in 1770, banifhed eight of the principal 
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natives, i;irho demanded that the rights of the 
burgherihip^ inftead of b^ing purchafed, fliould 
be gratuitQufly conferred. With a view of 
acquiring fo confiderable an acceilion to their 
own party, the Negatives courted the natives by 
.carefies^ fubfidies, and entertainments^ and ifiued 
a declaration, that they were ready to confer 
upon them thofe privileges of trade and com* 
merce^ which had been hitherto exclufively 
confined to the citizens* 

The count of Vergennes openly favoured 
the defign of the Negatives, and even wrote 
difpatches to the refident of France at Geneva, 
to be communicated to the principal native^ 
who fided with the Negatives ; exprefling the 
warmeft approbation, and urging them to perfe- 
vere in their attachment to that party^ De Rove-* 
rey, the attorney-general, conceiving this inter*' 
ference contrary to the eftabiifhed mode of pro« 
^ceeding, which required that all difpatches from a 
foreign minifler (hould pafs through the hands of 
government, delivered to the Great Council a 
fpirited remonftrance, difplaying the danger 
which refulted from a pi-ivate correfpondence 
between the court of France and the natives. 
He artfully, indeed, furmifed, that the report of 
the difpatch from the French minifter to the 
natives was falfe and infidious, and calculated to 
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raife a mifunderftanding between that power 
and the republic, and even advanced feveral 
arguments, which tended to prove the impofli- 
bility, that fuch an extraordinary correfpondence 
could have been maintained. The. irony and 
fpirit of this remonftrance were fo oftenfive to 
the^ count of Vergennes, that ^ he inftantlj 
obtained the depofition of the attorney-general, 
and this public ftep in favour of the Negatives 
confiderably increafed their party among the 
natives. 

To cotmterbalance the offers of the Negatives 
and the influence of France, the Reprefentants 
pianifefted the mod generous intentions in behalf 
of the natives, and even promifed, what they 
had hitherto reprobated in the (Irongeft manner, 
to facilitate the acquifition of the burgherfliip, 
and to beftow it as the recompence of induftry 
and good behaviour. Thus the two parties 
ftriving who Ihould offer the higheft termsi^ 
two fadions were formed among the natives; 
and it was eafy to forefee, that the firft opportu- 
nity 6f recurring to force would be feized by the 
populace, many of whom had nothing to lofe, 
and much to gain in times of tumult and confu-* 
fion. 

In effed, fuch an opportunity prefented itfelf 
on the 5th of February 1781 j when a partia^ 
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qus^el brought on a general commotion. Two 
neighbouring and oppofite parties of natives^ 
cafually difputing, loaded each other t^ith viru« 
lent reproaches ; and were preparing for an 
nflault, till the Syndics and the chiefs of the 
Reprefentants quelled, by their .prefence, the 
rifing tumult. The populace began to difperfe^ 
when a difcharge of mufketry was heard ; feve* 
ral youths, who fided with the Negatives^ hav^ 
ing taken pofleflion of the arfenal, fired % hj 
miftake, on fome natives of their own party^ 
killed one of them and wounded another. The 
Reprefentants, confidering this difcharge as the 
iignal of a general infurredion, inftantly took 
arms, and marched^ in three columns, to the 
arfenal ; where, finding only a few young men^ 
who had raihly fired withoujt orders^ they pru^ 
dently reftrainedxheir refentment, and permitted 
them to retire without moleftatton. They then 
remained under arms, and occupied the principal 
avenues of the city» 

llie next morning, the Committee of the 
Reprefentants being fummoned by the natives 
to fulfil their promifes of granting additional 
privileges, and particularly of gratuitoufly con- 

• It IS but judice to the Negatives to add, that^ ac* 
cording to the opinion of (bmcy this firft infurre^lon was 
concerted, and the Reprefentants fired firft. 
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finrring the burgheHhtp, hdd feveral meedngl 
with the principal Negatives on that fubjed, but 
without (ucceis ; for the Negatives, while they 
readitjr confisnted to the requeft of the nadves 
refpeding the augmentation of their commercial 
privities, ppfitively refufed to facilitate the 
acquifitioii of the burgherfhip. 

' Notwithftanding this refufal, the committee^ 
embarrafied and alarmed at the threats of the 
natives, determined to abide by their promiles, 
drew up. an edi£t, which permitted the natives 
to carry on trade, and to hold the rank of 
cfEcers in the military aflbciations, and conferred 
the burgherfhip on more than a hundred perfons, 
taken from the natives and inhabitants, and 
even from the peafants of the territory. This 
^did was ^proved by the three Councils ; the 
Negatives abfenting themfelves on thb occafion 
from sq>prehenfion of the popular party, wiio 
had made themfelves mafters of the city. By 
this meafure the Reprefentants efteemed them- 
ielves fecure of the inviolable attachment of the 
natives, and concluded, that^ nothing more 
remained than to enjoy the fruits of their vic- 
tory. Affidrs, however, turned out othermfe : 
deputies being difpatched from Zuric and Bern, 
to mediate between the rival parties, prevailed 
on the Reprefentants to lay down- heir armt, 
II and 



Digitized by 



Google 



Revoltakn of Geneva^ 37 j 

and before their departure declared the edift 
in favour of the natives null and illegaK Andt 
when the queftion for executing that edi6k \iras 
laid before the Senate, it was repeatedly carried 
in the negative, under the juft pretence, that 
die mediating powers had declared it ill^l;: 
that white the city was in the power of the 
S[eprefentants, none of the members could 
venture to oppofe it, and therefore their aflbit^ 
which had been extorted by fear, was nulL 

Inflamed by this refulal, the oppofite party 
tendered, on the 18th of March 1782, another 
reprefentation, in which they again fummooed 
the magiftrates to confirm the edid. The anfwer, 
ezpeded with extreme impatience, was at length 
returned on Sunday the 17th of April, and am- 
eluded with declaring, ^^ Government is neither 
willing nor able to ratify the edift/' 

Although the committee endeavoured firft to 
conceal, and, when that was impoflible, to ibften 
and palKate its contents, yet the generality of the 
natives, who found themfelves excluded from 
the favourite objeft of their wMhcs, at the mo- 
ment when they feemed moft fecure of obtain- 
ing it, crowded tumultuoufly in diffierent parts 
of the city, repeating, in a kind of frenzy, 
^ Government is neither able nor willing 
to ratify the edidl." As thefe cries of defpair 
B b 3 were 
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were accompanied by the moft violent menaces, 
the popular chiefii, after feveral vain attempts to 
reftrain the rifing commotion, acquainted the 
magiftrates with the general indignation, and 
endeavoured, though without fuccefs, to per- 
fuade them to recall or mollify their fatal 
anfwen Meanwhile night approached, and 
haftened a general infurreftion. 

Some of the lowed populace having fet fire to 
a wooden barrack, cried out, *' to arms ;" on 
which fignal the natives aflembled in a tumultu- 
ous manner, and were joined by the mod violent 
Reprefentants. The moft moderate among the 
citizens, convinced that the fire was only a 
pretext, and that fuch an iiUtimed infurredion 
would greatly prejudice their caufe, difperfed 
themfelves in various quarters of the town, and 
tried to prevail on the mob to retire, but without 
effed. Many were wantonly infulted ; and a 
party, attempting to fecure one of the gates, 
having fired on the garrifon, the citizens haftily 
joined the infurreftion, the officers of the popu- 
lar party took pofTelfion of the town, and 
appcafed the tumult. At length, after various 
unfuccefsful negociations to prevail on the 
Negatives to ratify the edift, the popular party 
arrefled and confined a few of the magiftrates 
and the principal Negatives, and the chiefs of 
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die Reprefentants, apprehenfive that an imme* 
diate appeal to France would be the firft confe- 
quence of their liberty, detained them in prifon 
zg hoftages for their farther fecurity. 

As this imprifonment of the principal magi- 
(Irates appeared a meafure as daring and atro* 
cious as contradictory to found policy, it may 
be proper to confider on what principles the 
Reprefentants aAed, and by what arguments 
they defended their condudt. For this purpofe 
it will be neceffary to view the politics^ fituation 
of Geneva in the moment of this infurredtion, 
with refpe£l to^ the neighbouring dates, and 
particularly in relation to France, of whofe 
aifidance the ariftocratical party was fecure, as 
foon as that power could interfere with effed and 
propriety. 

The aft by which France, Zuric, and Bern, 
guaranteed the conftitution of Geneva, as new- 
modelled in 1768, was no longer in force ; a cir- 
cumftance highly unfavourable to the popular 
party. For, as by this aft, the king of France 
could not publicly interfere in the affairs of 
Geneva, except in concert with Zuric and Bern, 
he had only one voice, and confequently could 
not effeftuate any change in the government, 
provided thofe two cantons were united againfl: 
him. Thefe fhackles being highly difpleadng 
B b 4 both 
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both to die court of Verfaille^, and the Nega*. 
fives, the count of Vergennes, by a letter written 
on the 28th of Sq)teniber 1781, declared to th^ 
cantons of Zuric and Bern, that Louis the* 
SUteenth renounced the guarantee, becaufe they 
had refufed to enter into views for the purpofe 
of reftoring peace to Geneva. In a difpatch to 
the Senate, bearing the fame date, and to the 
iame effed, he added, that the king, in renoun- 
cing the guarantee, did not withhold his pro- 
tection from the commonwealth ; but ftill 
referved to himfelF the power of pum'fliing the 
difturbers of public tranquillity, and fupportfng 
the conftitution. The greater number of the 
Reprefentants weakly rejoiced at this meafure, 
from an idle perfuafion, that the minifter, feti^ 
gued with their trifling difputes, and defpairing 
to overcome the perfeverance of the citizens, 
abandoned them to themfe)ves ; thus in the very 
aft which inevitably prepared fubjeftion, they 
fondly faw the firft gleam of independence. 

Soon after this renunciation, Vergennes 
ordered a regiment to' march into the land of 
Gex, which borders on the terrijory of Geneva, 
and the troops were ftill quartered on the fron- 
tiers, when the refudil of the Senate to confirm 
the edift gave rife to the infurreftion. In this 
fituation the popular leaders dreaded every 
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moment to fee the French troops at the gates 
of the town, and arrefted the macriftrates, m 
order to intimidate them from calling in tho 
fuccours of France, and to render them refpon* 
fible for the public fecurity. 

Won over by thefe fpecious arguments, the 
body of citizens continued to aft as if their power 
was likely to be permanent ; they depofed leve- 
ral members of the Great and Little Councils, 
and appointed in their place an equal number of 
perfons who were favourable to the caufe of the 
Reprefentanis. The Great Council, thus new- 
modelled, executed the edift for conferring the 
burgherfliip on the ftipulated number of natives, 
and appointed a committee of fafety, compofed 
of eleven members, with very confiderable au- 
thority. This committee entirely re-eftablifhed 
public tranquillity, ordered the fortifications of 
the town to be repaired, and infpired the people 
with the moft dangerous confidence in their own 
ftrength, 

Zuric and Bern, on the firft news of the late 
infurreftion> interdifted their fubjefts from all 
intercourfe with a government founded on ufurp- 
ation and violence, and ftrenuoufly advifed the 
Syndics to exhort the citizens to an immediate 
reftoration of the legal conftitution ; a moment's 
delay, they urged, would be inevitable ruin. A 

few 
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few days afterwards the French minifter returned, 
unopened, the difpatches of the new Senate, and 
reminded the citizens of the king's folemn en« 
gagement to fupport the opprefled, and proteft 
the ancient form of government. The citizens 
of Geneva, though thus deferted by their 
allies, were deaf to all admonitions, idly appealed 
to the juftice of their caufe, and difclaimed all 
overtures of accommodation except on their own 
terms. 

During two months the. citizens and natives 
were apparently fecure within their ramparts. 
Convinced either that France durft not venture 
to attack them, or that the prifoners would be 
the immediate vi£Hms of the attempt, and that 
they (hould be able to make a long and glorious 
refiftance, they would not eyen liften to any 
propofal of re-eftablifhing the depofed magi- 
Urates, and could not be prevailed upon to 
fecrifice a part of their privileges, and particu- 
larly the right of re-ele£tion, for the fegurity of 
the remainder. 

At length the florm, gathering from all 
quarters, flowly approached, and hovered over 
the town. The king of Sardinia and the canton 
of Bern, both feconding the views of France, 
difpatched troops againft Geneva, and their 
refpeftive generals, MefTrs. de la Marmora and 

Lentulus, 
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Lentulus, were ordered to a£k in concert with 
the French commander M. de Jaucourt, who 
advanced to the frontiers at the head of a confi- 
derable detachment. 

Nothing occafioned more furprlfe and indig- 
nation than the jundion of Sardinia and Bern 
with the king of France ; and yet no meafure 
was more cohfonant to the views of thofe two 
powers. 

The Sardinian monarch viras intereded in the 
prefervation of a town, which is the chief fource 
of induftry and wealth to bis fubje^s of Savoy, 
whofe inteftine troubles had already caufed a 
diminution of his revenue ; and as he could 
not in common policy permit the French to 
increafe their influence in thefe parts, and quell, 
without his interference, the commotions oi 
Geneva, he voluntarily tendered his affiftance 
towards the accomplifhment of fo beneficial a 
purpofe. 

The canton of Bern, defirous to prevent the 
interpofition of foreign powers in the aflfairs of 
Switzerland, ufed, in a letter to the Syndics, 
thefe, exhortations : " Redouble your efforts 
•* with your fellow-citizens, and exert your- 
**• felves to compofe the unhappy diflferences, 
^^ which muft infallibly terminate in the deftruc* 
^^ tion of the republic. A fpeedy re-eftablifh« 
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•* ment of the legal government will reftorc to 
•* them their faithful allies, who are anxious to 
^ en^loy their good offices in behalf of the 
♦' ftate/' But when thefe well-timed admoni- 
tions proved ineffeftual, and the perfcverance of 
the citizens had drawn upon them the refentment 
of France and Sardinia, Bern could not tamely 
behold thofe powers interfering in a crifis fo 
important to her own particular welfare, and 
to the general interefts of the Helvetic union; 
and, as Zuric declined taking an aftive part 
againft her ancient ally, flood forth with that 
firmnefs and decifion which chara^fterife all her 
councils, and joined her forces to the confederate 
armies of France and Sardinia. 

Notwithftanding this powerful combination, 
and even in the midft of thefe threatening appear-* 
ances, the Genevans continued to repair the ram* 
parts with indefatigable ardour. The peafants 
of the territory flocked of their own accord, and 
without pay, to mount guard, and work at 
the fortifications ; women of all ranks crowded 
to the ramparts, as to a place of public amufe- 
ment ; encouraging and animating the men to 
perfevere in their labour, and fome even Iharing 
in their fatigue, affifted in tranfporting burdens, 
or planting cannon on the baftions. In the 
raidft of this almoft univerfal confidence, a few 
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prudent perfons, who forefaw the ImpoiTibilitf 
of refiftance, fighed in fecrct j but were obliged 
to difguife their real fentiments, and could not 
venture to appear in public but with an air of 
hope, ferenity, and fortitude. 

Meanwhile the beliegers advancing on aU 
fides, the three commanders held frequent con- 
fultations, and formed a general plan of attack^ 
At lengtii, on the 29th of June 1782, M. de 
Jaucourt difpatched a melfage to the Syndics, in 
which, after expatiating on the difmterefted in- 
tentions of the king his mafter, and protefting 
that he refpeded the independence of the 
republic, and was only defirous of introducing- 
good order, he added, that, if they would not 
admit his troops, and accept the following preli- 
minaries of peace, he mufl force his way into 
the town. Among other conditions, he re- 
quired, that no perfon (hould appear in the 
ilreets, under pain of military puniflmient ; that 
a certain number of citizens, among whom were 
all the chiefs of the Reprefentants, fliould in 
twenty-four hours retire from Geneva; that 
arms fhould be delivered to the three gene^ 
rals; that the depofed magjflrates fhould be 
inftantly re-eftabliflied, and that a final anfwer 
fhould be returned in two hours. The generals 
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Lentulus and de la Marmora refpefUvely mfi/led 
on the fame cohditldns. 

It is impoffible to expfefs the tige, indigna'* 
tioH) and defpair, which thefe humiliating con- 
ditions excited at Geneva. Without the lead 
deliberation all refolved to perifli rather than 
Accept them, and the moment of danger had no 
other effeA than to animate and roufe the 
courage of the befieged. While they hurried 
to the ramparts, and were preparing fcfr refift* 
ance^ the Syndics fecretly obtained from the 
three generals a delay of twenty-four hours* 
In this interval not only the men of all ages 
prepared for defence, but even women and 
children tore the pavement from the ftreets, and 
carried the (tones to the tops of the houfes, to 
throw them down upon the enemy, in cafe they 
(hould force their way into the town. 

Such was the general ardour, that about eighty 
women and girls, dreiTed in uniforms^ offered td 
form themfelves into a company, for the purpofe 
of defending their country: the committee of 
fafety accepted their fervices, and placed them 
in a barrack, which by its •fltuation was covered 
from the cannon of the befiegers. Thefe ama* 
zons, with a fpirit above their fex, refufed a 
ftation that was not fuiHcicntly expofed, but, as 
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the town foon afterwards furrendered, they had 
no opportunity of proving their patrigtifm by a 
difplay of their valour. 

Thefe figns of the moft determined refolution^ 
flowmg fpontaneoufly from every rank, age, and 
fex, alarmed the Negatives, who never fu& 
pelted that the people would proceed to fuch 
defperate extremities. Accordingly, their parti- 
Hans conferred with the mod moderate among 
the Reprefentants, in order to find fome meang 
of reconciliation, but without fuccefs. 

At length the fatal hour arrived, in which the 
anfwer was to be returned \ it was to expire at ten 
on Sunday morning, and at the firft beat of the 
drum the ramparts were covered with defenders. 
Although the moft zealous had only calculated 
on 3000, above 5000 made their appearance ; 
they feemed all animated with one and the. 
fame fpirit ; and reminded each other of thofe 
brave citizens, who by facrificing their lives 
repulfed, in 1602, the troops of Savoy, in 
their treacherous attempt to fcale the walls 
during a profound peace. No one ventured 
even to hint at furrendering, and all awaited the 
attack with the mofl determined intrepidity. In 
this crifis, the French general, at the intercef- 
•cefGon of the Negatives, alarmed for the fate 
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of the prifoners, again prolonged the period 
prefcribed for the capitulation. 

The eflFe£t of thefe repeated delays was 
gradually to abate the enchuriafm of the wo- 
men; they felt that they were wives and 
-mothers, and anticipated the horrors of an 
aflault, and the ravages of a licentious foldiery. 
In the next place, timid and prudent perfons 
could venture to conceal their fears under 
various pretences ; at length the committee of 
lafety, hitherto ftrenuous in enforcing the 
neceffity of refiftance, fuddenly changed their 
refolution, but artfully difguifed their ientiments 
from the public, until it was too late to prevent 
the furrender. 

In the prefent ferment of pailions and preju« 
dices, had the leaders openly propofed a fur- 
render, they would have been confidered as 
traitors } they would only have endangered their 
own perfons, and accelerated thofe calamities 
which they wifhed to avoid. They, therefore, 
aflfembled the citizens in the refpeftive circles, 
and, after warmly extolling their patriotilmy 
reprefented, that ihould the city be attacked 
in the night, it would be no longer poffible 
to convene them ; they propofed that each 
circle ihould nominate feveral deputies, with 
iull authority^ exhorting them to appoint thofo 
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perfoQs who, frotn age and refpedable charac- 
ter, could aflift their country by advice, while 
others were defending it by their valour. 

This counc^, compofed of about a hundred 
citizens, met at fix in the evening, on the firft 
of July, a few hours before the expiration of the 
laft term appointed for the furrender, to prepare 
the minds of the affembly for the objed which 
they had in view. The chiefs opened the debate 
with long fpeeches. After reprefenting the ftate 
of the fortifications, which were judged by the 
moft intelHent engineers to be only fuiffident for 
refifting ^n attack by ftorm, and not for main- 
taining a fiege of more than three or four days; 
they ventured to lay before them the neceflity 
of an immediate furrender. On the bare men- 
tion of the word, the mod violent burft into 
reproaches, and accufed the committee of be- 
traying the republic. They declared they 
would inftandy announce to their fellow citizens 
the treachery of their deputies, who were not 
ay)pointed to deliberate upon a furrender, but 
only upon the means of moft effedual refiftance. 
Apprehending the ill confequences of fuch a 
proceeding, one of the chiefs fiarted froita 
his feat, and barred the doors; while fome 
who wifli^d to retire, drew their* fwords, and 
ibedding tears of defpair, ** To remain,'* they 
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exclaimed, *' a moment, was to fhare the trei-* 
fon, and to deftfoy theif country/' Every 
method was attempted to appeafe them t cries 
and exhortations were heard from all quarters. 

tVhen the queftion concerning the furrendef 
was propofed, a cdnfiderable majority voted 
for defending the city to the laft extremity, 
on which determination, many of the moft 
zealous, trufting to this decided majority, re. 
tired from the affembly, to preplte themfelves 
for aftion. Another confultation was then pro- 
pofed by thofe who remained ; the danger of 
dividing into parties, and of alienating the citi- 
zens from their leaders, was reprefented in the 
ftrongeft colours. Thefe fuggeftions being at» 
tended with effeft ; long debates recommenced. 
One of the youngeft in the affembly, affefted 
with the pathetic confideration of the diftrefs 
of thofe widows and orphans, whofe hufbands 
and fathers (hould fall by the hand of the 
enemy, was of opinion, that only thofe who 
were unmarried, and who had no children, 
Ihould be permitted to defend the ramparts. 
" We are not fufBcient," he faid, " to preferve 
the town; but enough to fave our honour, and 
obtain a lefs humiliating capitulation." He was 
interrupted by an elderly citizen, who contefted 
for fathers of families the glory of fightiiig for 
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tJicir country ; " I have fix fons," he exclaimed, 
*' and who (hall prevent me from marching at 
their head to the ramparts ?" 

It was then propofed to condufl the hoftages 
in the face of the French batteries, as a means 
of intimidating M. de Jaucourt from firing againfl; 
the ramparts; for it was prefumed, that he 
would not expofe to certain deftruflion thofe 
magiftrates whom he came to deliver. This 
opinion, which for a fhort time feemed likely to 
prevail, gave place to the> more generous refolu- 
tion of reftoring the prifoners to liberty, per- 
mitting the Negatives to retire to the enemy's 
camp, and preparing for a vigorous refiftance. 
It was urged, fuch a nobk mode of proceeding, 
in fo alarming a moment, would probably fofcen 
the refentment of the ariftocratical party, and 
obtain from the French general more favourable 
terms of accommodation. 

Many hours were confumed in difcuffing 
thefe opinions. The fatal period approached ; it 
was midnight; the chiefs who had contrived 
to (trike the greater number with a panic, won 
over the aiTembly to their fentiments, by propo- 
fing a general emigration ; and confoled them, 
in the^midft of their defpair, with the hopes of 
enjoying that liberty in another country, which 
they could no longer exped to find in their own. 
Cc 2 Ade. 
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• A declaration being then drawn up, to be de^ 
livered to the Syndics at the fame time with the 
keys of the city j the hoftages were conducted 
to their refpeftive houfes ; the chiefs fummoned 
the principal officers from their pofts, ordered 
the cannon of feveral batteries to be rendered 
unfit for fervice, and provided for their own 
fafety by retiring from the town before the entry 
of the confederate troops. 

When the unexpefted news of the furrender 
was publicly aniiounced, the people became fran- 
tic with defpair. Some mutually embraced each 
other without uttering a fingle word; others 
loaded their chiefs with the moft dreadful im- 
precations ; while a few, ftill determined to refift, 
ineffeftually fummoned their 'fellow citizens by 
beat of drum to their ftandards. The greater 
part, however, having difcharged and broken 
their mufkets, flung themfelves with their faces 
to the ground. At length a general retreat took 
place ; the roads were covered with perfons of 
both fexes, and the Sardinians, ^ho firft entered 
the gates at five in the mornings found the city 
almofl deferted. 

. The count de la Marmora; as if aduated by 
'motives of companion for the degraded fitaation 
of Geneva, marched in filence, without an 
infulting difplay of military pomp j having oc- 
cupied 



Digitized by 



Google 



Revolution of Geneva. 389 

cupied the town-houfe and the magazines for 
powder, he vifited in perfon the different quarters 
of the city, in order to diilipate all apprehenfions 
of danger. About noon the two other comi. 
manders made their entry : they were aceom- 
panied by a large body of Negatives^ and marched 
at the h^d of their refpeftive troops, with drums 
beating and colours flying. Having joined th« 
Sardinian forces, the three generals conduced 
the magiftrates, lately delivered from prifon, to 
the Great Council, and re-eftabtifhed them in 
their feveral charges, to the found of martial 
mufic. The citizens were difarmed } each houfe- 
holder obliged to fiirnifli the officers with quar* 
ters; the edifl, which conferred the burgher*^ 
flup on above a hundred natives, was annulled^ 
In the midft of thefe arrangements, the Great 
Council laid, with due form, the foundation 
of a theatre ; a troop of comedians was mtro-> 
duced, and the ariftocratrcal party celebrated their 
triumph with balls, feafts, and every ipectes of 
public diverfion. 

Meanwhile a commmittee, appointed by the 
Great and Little Councils prepared, in concert 
with the thi"ee generals, an edift for new modSeU 
ling the conftitution, which being af^roved at 
the courts of Verfailles and Turki, and by the 
C c 3 canton 
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canton of Bern, was confirmed by the Great and 
Little Councils. But as it annulled many con* 
iiderable rights hitherto enjoyed by the citizens, 
it was not probable that it would be ratified by 
the General Council, in which the party of the 
Reprefentants had dill ^ great majority. A 
lefolution was therefore paffed, that, when the 
edi£t was laid before the General Council, thofe 
Reprefentants, who had taken up arms, fliould 
for that time be excluded ; under pretence, that 
the infurreftion had rendered them unworthy of 
ixercifing their rights. 

Accordingly, on the 15th of November 1782, 
the members of the General Council affembled 
to the number of five hundred ; above a thoufand 
were excluded, and yet even this fantom of 
fupreme power was furrounded with troops. 
Notwithftanding, however, the exclufion of fo 
many, and the general panic^ above a hundred 
Reprefentants, and even feveral Negatives, had 
the courage to rejedt the edi£t, which appeared 
to many even among the Negatives, as eftablifli* 
ing too rigorous an ariftocracy. 

The citizens of Geneva incurred much ridi* 
cule and cenfure, for having fo early and re- 
peatedly exprefled the moft determined refolu- 
tion never to furrender the town, and to refiA 

until 



Digitized by 



Google 



R^olution of Genwa. 39 1 

until it was taken by aflault. In a pamphlet, alfo, 
ftyled " Lettre ^criie des ramparts de Geneve^** 
the author combats all the arguments which 
might be urged in favour of a capitulation, and 
vehemently afferts, that he, as well as his fellow 
citizens, are refolved to defend the town to the 
. laft extremity, and rather tp court death from 
the bauds of the enemy than furvive the e^ctinc- 
tion of their liberties. As the pamphlet was not 
printed until after the furrender, thefe aflertious 
, appeared mere oftentatious vaunts, and led the 
public to attribute vaiu-boafting and cowardice, 
which are ufually united, as eiTential charais- 
teriftics of the Genevans. 

On reviewing, however, the hiftory of the 
revolution with impartiality, it cannot admit a 
4oubt, that the people were unanimoufly averfe 
tQ a furrender ; that, till within a few hours be- 
fpre (he confederate troops entered the gates, 
they were prepared for an affauU ; that they en- 
trulled the command to the committee of fafety, 
who, alarmed at the near approach of danger, 
fudplenly changed their opinion, betrayed them 
into a furrender againft their intentions, and 
without their knowledge. 

As the (lommittee has been greatly cenfured 

for this fudden change of opinion ; it is bu( jjuf- 
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tice to add, that of eleven member's and feveral 
adjundh, who compofed it, two thirds voted 
againft the fun^nder. Blit in faA, of what 
avail was refiftance at this peKod ? Upon a fup- 
pofition that the fiege conld have been protrafted 
for a few days j the kings of Franee and Sardi- 
iib, and the canton of Bern, had frefh troops 
ready to march, and in lefs than a week lb 
large a reinforcement would have been coHefted 
before the gates of Geneva, that further op- 
pbfition muft have been madnefe. In a vrord, 
the popular leaders afted wrong in buoyfng up 
the hopes of the people, titat rdftHtoce could be 
effeftual, and by the reparation of the ramparts 
only ferved to infpilre the public with a dangerous 
confidence. 

Such is the hiftory of this cxtraorfinary revo- 
lution, prepared by the enmity of the two par- 
ties, occafioned by the impditic though juft de- 
mand of a code of laws, haftened by the two 
infurredions, and completed by the intrigues and 
arms of France. The Reprefentants, or popular 
party, it muft be acknowledged, a£ted in a moft 
imprudent as well as unconftitutional manner, 
and no excufe can be admitted for the fecond in- 
furre&ion, and imprifonment of the magiftrates. 
The Rejrefentants, by the edift of 1768, pof- 

felTed 



Digitized by 



Google 



Revolution of Geneva* 393 

faffed great privileges, whkh would have placed 
in their bands the v(^hole admifaiftration of ga- 
vtt'tkment* As the majority of the Genersd 
Aflembly, they •enjoyed the right of annually eic^ 
•t>ludmg four members from the Senate, and erf 
filling half the vacancies in the Great Council ; 
and mud, in a few years, have obtained a de- 
cided advantage. The moft prudent among 
them faw this advantage, and were contented } 
but the greater part, and perhaps a few of their 
leaders, eager to grafp immediately that power, 
of which they had otily a diftant profpeft, pre- 
cipitated meafures, and acting, diametrrcaHy op- 
pofite to the firft prmciples of their conlBtution, 
haftened its deftrudiion. It rtmft, at the fame 
time, be confefled, that however imprudently ot 
unconftituttonally the Reprefentants behaved; 
yet the Negatives, fecurfe of fupport from thfe 
Court of Verfailles, almoft courted the troublefs 
which enfued, and availed themfelves of theh- 
viftory to a degree only to be palliated by abfo- 
lute neceflity, A new form of government in- 
troduced by force, muft be fupported by force ; 
by requiring the affiftance of France, they muft 
be wholly fubmiffive to that power j and by an- 
nihilating the firft principles of liberty, in dif- 
arming the citizens and forbidding all public 
meetings, they are in danger of deftroying 

that 
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that fpirit of emulation and energy for which the 
Genevans have long been difUnguUhed. Having 
eftablilhed a rigorous ariftocracy, they muft no* 
cefiarily adopt that jealoufy and fufpicion which 
not unfrequently chara£lerife the n^tgiftrates 
under that fpecies of government 

The changes in the forn^ of government, intro- 
duced by this revolution, are principally com- 
ptifed in the following articles : 

1. The power granted in 1768 to the General 
Council, of re>eledion, or of annually excluding 
four members from the Senate, is aboliOied. 

2. The privilege enjoyed by the fame afiem^ 
Uy, of nqminating half the vacancies in the 
Great Council, is likewife annulled ; and that 
body is now fupplied by the Senate and Great 
Council, according to the following complicated 
mode of eledion : In cafe of fixteen vacancies, 
the Great Qoundl feleds eight member^ froni 
fixteen candidates propofed by the Sen;^re ; and 
in like manner the Senate chufi^s eight from the 
fame number of candidates appointed by the 
Great Council. 

3. The right of reprefentation^ or remonftrat- 
ing, is taken from the citizens at large, and tranf- 
ferred to thirty-fix adjunfts, who may be prefent 
in the Great Council, on the firft Monday of 
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€ach month : they enjoy the privilege of making 
reprefentations, and in that cafe have a deliber- 
ative voice. But, as they are removeable every 
year ; and are drawn by lot from all the citizens 
in general, who may chufe to prefent themfelves 
as candidates ; they are confidered as fo extremely 
dependent on the will of the magiftrat^, and 
their reprefentations have fuch little weight, that 
they are called in derifion, Les Images, or The 
Shadows. 

4« The introdudion of the grabeau^ or annual 
confirmation of the members of the Senate, and 
of the Great Council, ezdufively veiled in th« 
laft-mentioned body. This law, which may be 
confidered as the bafis of the new conflitution, 
has transferred to the Great Council piart of the 
authority both of the Senate and of the General 
CounciL By fubjeding the Senate to this an- 
nual revifion, it has rendered that body greatly 
dependent on the Great Council, which by 
the prefent conftitution is become, what the Se» 
nate was according to the form of government 
eftabliflied in 1738 and 1768, the center of the 
ariftocracy. 

5. The circles^ or clubs, in which the citizens 
ufed to be convened, and all public aflemblies, 
^re prohibited ; and they are only allowed to 
meet at coffee- houfes. This prohibition was at 
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firff earned to an extreme degree of jealoufy, 
highly derogatory from every principle of free 
government ; bilt lately it has been fomewhat 
modified, and aflemblies are permitted to be 
held in the country, though not within the walls 
of Geneva. 

6. The milrtia is aboliftred ; firing at marks, 
'even with bows and arrows, prohibited ; and the 
guard of the towh, faiftead of being configned 
to the citizens, isentrufted to a garrifon of 1000 
foreign foMiers, whofe colonel and major are - 
both foreigners t diefe troops take an oath of 
iidelfty to the republic, and of obedience to thie 
Creat CouncTI, and to the Committee of War ; 
they are under the immediate command and in- 
fpedton of the latter, and fttbjed to Ihe fuparior 
controul of the fdrmer. This garrifon may be 
augmented to 1200, and reduced to 800 men, 
at the will of the Great Council ; but cannot be 
further dilafged or diminiflied without the con* 
fcnt of the Genera! Council. 

7. No citizen, native, or inhabitant, is per- 
mitted to have arms* It is not unworthy of re- 
. mark on this article, that although by the antieiA 
conftitntion every citizen was d>liged to provide 
himfelf with arms, under a certain penalty j yet, 
when thefe were ddtivered up, government did 
not reimburfe the expcnce. ' 

' B.St. 
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Z^ Several taxes wete impofed without the 
conlent of the General Council ^ but for the fu« 
ture, every chaise or augmei\tation of the re* 
venue muft be fubmitted to that body. 

9. Various privileges, refpe£Ung the equal 
rights to trade and comm^ce^ formerly pofieiTed 
by the citizens alone^ have been conferred on 
the natives and inhabitants ; a liberal conceffion, 
to which both partie$ willingly acceded. 



The Genevans feemed fo greatly to deplore 
the diminution of that liberty to whicK they had 
long been accuftomed, and to which they afcribed 
the remarkable increafe of their population and 
riches, that to judge from the difcontents and 
confternation of the citizens, we might have con- 
cluded that the change of government would 
have been followed by an alraoft general emi- 
gration. The event, however, has not juftiiied 
this conclufion. Excepting the principal leaders, 
thofe of the popular party who were baniflied, 
and a few others who renounced their country. 
in compliance with their political principles.; the 
greater part of the emigrants returned, and again 
fettled in the place of their nativity. And per- 
haps 
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baps ft may be affirmed with truth, that the Ute 
revolotion has fcatcely driven fix hundred pef'* 
fods from Geneva* The emigrants have princi'* 
pally eftablifi)^ tht:mfelves at Brufiels and Coo* 
it:ance*; tvhere they introduced manufadures 
of printed h*dens and watch-making* 

I cannot quit this fubjed without recalKng to 
your recollection^ the plan for giving an afylum 
TO the Genevan emigrants in Ireland, which fo 
long engaged the public attention* 

Soon after the revolution, a memorial figned 
by above a thoufand Genevans of both fexes, who 
were either perfons of fome property, or verfed in 
tra Je or manufadures, exprefling a defire of fet- 
tling in Ireland, was prefented to Earl Temple 
(now Marquis of Buckingham) then Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. His Excellency, confdous of 
the advantage which would refult to Ireland from 
the reception of fo many indudrious artifts, many 
of whom poffeffed property in the Englilh, Irilb, 
and French funds, communicated on the 27th 
of September 1 78 2, the propofal to the Privy 
Council of Ireland for giving an afylum to the 
Genevan emigrants. This propofaT, patronized 
by the Lord Lieutenant, and unanimouOy con- 
fented to by the Privy Council, was approved by 



• Sec Letter 5^ 
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the King. The nobility and gentry- of Ireland 
feemed to vie with each other in countenance 
itig the fettlement ; the Irifli parliament voted 
£^. 50,000 towards defraying the xxpences of 
their journey, and building a town for their re* 
ception ; lands were purcfaafed for ^. 8,000 in 
a convenient fituation hear Waterford j part of 
New Geneva was aftually completed, at the 
expence of £. 10,000; a charter was granted 
with very conflderable psivileges j the ftandard 
of gold was altered for the accommddation of 
the watch manufafturers ; the foundation of an 
academy approved, upon an ufeful, extenfive, 
and economical plan * ; in July 1783, feveral 
Genevans landed in Ireland, and when the nation 
had expended near ^. 30^060, the projeft was 
fuddenly relinquifhed, and the fettlement finally 
abandoned. 

The failure may be principally attributed to the 
following caufes. Had the fettlement been im- 

• The total expence of the academy would, at the 
higheft calculatioD, have amounted to ;^. 4,554 per an- 
num, and at a more moderate valuation to only £, 3)924- 
For this fum forty -four profeffors, afliftants, and maftcrs 
would have been maintained ; a public library eftablifhed; 
and the expences of a (Indent, in the article of education* 
would not have exceeded £. 1 64 18 /* for thirteen years^ 
pr about £* 12 per annum. 
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mediately carried into exeoution, the Genevani 
wovAd have emigrated in confiderable numbers^ 
Bat many delays were occafioAed by the arrange* 
ment of fo camplicaited a plan^ txy the high de- 
mands of the Genevan commiffioners, who, in 
drawing up the charter, req^r^ inany privilegeg 
which \Yerc comr^diftc^y to the laws of the 
land, and by the building of New Gteneva. 
In conTequenc/s of thefe delays, the re&ntment 
' of (he Genevans fubfiding, many returned and 
toojfi the oaths of allegiance to the new go* 
^iQi^ment. The fyrojeft, as it loft its novelty, 
gradually became lefs popular; the few Ge- 
nevans, who i^ematurely landed in Ireland^ 
w^f dilcontented, at not finding the new towi^ 
prcpfir^d for their immediate reception; and 
(&e emigrants of mod property having withdrawn 
their names, the remainder did not poflels a iul^ 
fici^it capital to iipttle in a foreign country, and 
aftahliih an expanfive branch of manu£ai&ure 
without fUU farther affiilance. 

In confequence of this deficiency, the Gene* 
van commifSoners petitioned to appropriate 
^.. 10,000 of the £. 50,000 for the purpofe of 
jbrming a capitals But, as that fum had been 
voted by parliament for other purpdes, the 
petition was rejeded ; and the Genevans, in an 
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addrefs to the duke of Rutland, who fucceeded 
Lord Temple as lord lieutenant, relinquifhed 
the fettlement, and foon afterwards quitted 
Ireland. 



LETTER 66. 

Accomt of the Tumults and Revolution of 
Geneva in 1789. 

THE late • revolution of 1789 having greatly 
changed the form of government efta- 
bliflied in 1782, I fubmit to your perufal a (hort 
account of the caufes and termination of thofe 
tumults, which have been the means of refloring 
Geneva to its former liberty. 

The ediA of pacification pafled in 1782 
fucceeded to a long feries of diifentions 
between the popular and ariftocratical parties. 
France, Sardinia, and Bern, by whofe domi- 
nions Geneva is encircled, beholding, with 
regret, the flames of civil difcord occafionally 

• Written in 1790. 
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i^norheredy and comlnually b^r(Uxtg forth on 
(be ilighteft occaiiou^ coiobined in order ta 
f^tle a Jh(^d w^ ffrmanent coi^itution, and 
took fuch precautions as feemed calculated to 
prevent in future any effedual oppofition to the 
government which they thought proper to efta- 
blifli. TTie greater part of the Genevans were 
compelled to fubmit to the moft grievous condi- 
tions: the exile of their popular chiefs, the 
prohibition of carrying arms, and a foreign 
garrifon cj^uartered in barracks, at the difpoial 
of government, formed the bails of the new 
conftitution. 

From that period a caliji of a few years, 
almofl: unknown to the rep\:^bfic, fucceeded ; but 
it was a fullen, and a Ipwerin^ galm : the people 
were fubjugated by a military force^ not calcu« 
lated for a fmall republic ; the taxes impofed 
for the maintenance of that military force, and 
for building barracks, were heavy, and the 
burden was more gallmg, becaufe it qonftantly 
reminded the Genevans of their humiliation and| 
fubjeftion. 

During fubfequent vifits to Geneva, in 

1785 and the following year, I found difcon- 

tent prevailing among all parties ; many of the 

Negatives difaffeded, the Reprefentants fub- 
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mittmg in fiUnt and fulUn defpaify tbe people 
without fpirit and energy. Tbe wifidom of many 
of tbe regulations pa0ed in 178^2 was over* 
looked, or forgotten \ tbofe only whlc)! anni^ 
hiiated the firft princq)le&of liberty were remem* 
beted, aad almofl: the only fentisieat which 
prevailed waa the fentimeftt of degradation^ 
arifing from the fubjfe£tto& of ai free people to 
;a military gov^nment. 

In this fiate of affairs many of ike citizeas 
feoretly entertained hope&of another revolution f 
ekiher fiemnding their expe^tions on the en^ 
barrafled (ituation of France, or on the favour abb 
difpofition of the Great and Little Councib, 
the members of which had fatally expeiik 
eniced many difficulties in fuppordag the autho* 
rky of government. Such a general ipirit of 
dUikflfedion had gone forth among the people, 
that adminiftratioa had been compelled to 
employ a military force for the purpofe of 
qadling a tumuk iathe theatre on the 12th of 
December 1788. 

The quelling of this tumult was only a tem- 
porary remedy, and the popular dlfcontents 
broke out uncontrouled on the 26th of January, 
oa account of an edid raifmg the price of 
bread a &rthing in the pound. This augment- 
D d 2 ation. 
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ation, though juftified by the fcardty of tfouf, 
and pafled principally with a view to prevent 
the exportation of breads was imprudently 
added in the prefent temper of the people. An 
infurredion inftantly took pbce; the bakers' 
fliops were pillaged, and on the following day 
Z carriage laden with bread, and efcorted by 
ibldiers, was plundered in its way to the diftri- 
bution ofEce in the quarter of St. Gervais. The 
ibldiers, firing at the populace, killed one man, 
and wounded another : the numbers and fury 
of the rioters increafed j they drove away the 
troops, and carried the body of the decea&d 
through the ftreets, in funeral proceffion, to the 
town-boufe* The populace, roufed to pfarenzy 
at this fpedlacle, attacked and occupied two 
gates of the city, and dangeroully wounded the 
commanding officer, as he was endeavouring to 
reflrain the ardour of his foldiers and the fury 
of the people. 

In all tumults and infurre£lions the firft 
moments are precious; but the magiftrates^ 
inftead of a£ting decifively, loft them in deli- 
beration, and the pofition ofgovernment became 
mor6 and more embarraifing. On the prefent 
occafion it was neceflary either to retake the 
gates occupied by the infurgents, or to con* 

fefii 
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fcfe that the military force, by which they 
had hitherto kept the people in awe, was no 
longer capable of enforcing obedience. The 
military committee, charged with the command 
of the garrifon for the fecurity of the city, 
fluduated between their duty to quell the 
infurredion, and their repugnance to fhed the 
blood of their fellow-citizens. In this dilemma 
they befitated for fome time, and at length 
ordered two bodies of troops to force their paf- 
fage over the two bridges of 'the Rhone which 
feparate the quarter of St. Gervais from the 
remainder of the city, and to retake the gate on 
the fide of Switzerland. They flattered them- 
felves that the people would retire at the firft 
appearance of a confiderable body of foldiers* 
But it was now too late: the infurgents had 
already formed a ftrong barricade, behind which 
they played off two fire-pumps, filled with boil- 
ing water and foap>lee$, againd the extremities 
of each bridge ; the crofs fire of feveral fmall 
arms, whicn poured from the windows and 
tops of the adjacent houfes, wounded feveral 
foldiers and killed the commanding officer ; the 
pavement of the ftreets was torn up, and carried 
to the tops of the houfes, in order to be hurled 
down upon the troops, if they forced the barrio 
D d 3 cadeSy 
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permanent recompence of their political labours 
could be drawn from the efteem, attach- 
meot, .and. confidence of their felloW'-citizens ; 
they felt alfo^.that the wifelt condud on the 
prefent occafion was, to change a confti* 
tution proved to be eflentially defedUve ; whicb» 
while it abridged or annihilated the deareft 
rights of a freeborn fubjeft, was ineffeftual in 
maintaining itfelf by the ufual companion of 
defpotifm, the terror of a miliury fprce. When, 
therefore, the Solicitor-General, in the name of 
the citizens and burghers, requefted the recovery 
of their ancient liberties, the permif&on of bear- 
ing arms, the re-eftablifhment of the militia, 
and of their circles or political clubs, the removal 
pf the garrifon from the barracks, 2pd the reca^ 
of the Reprefentants baniflied in 17S2; fuch 
moderate demands were received with fatisfac- 
tion. 

The two parties, fatigued with paft diflen^ 
tions, and anxious to reunite in the. common 
caufe, confented to facrifice fomeching pf their 
refpeclive claims, and to ufe the power: referved 
to them in 1782, by the guarinties^ . of amend* 
ing and changing the laws, by a ipajority of 
three fourths. The preliminaries were fettle4 
without difficulty ;. a committee was appointp^ 
to amend the ediO; of 1782} the new edid of 

pacification. 
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pacification, under the title of Modifications a 
rEdit de 1782, were approved by the Senate, 
-Great Council, and General Council. Such 
was the almoft general unanimity with which 
tfai$ bufmefs was tranfa£ted, that in the affembly 
cf the General Council, which met on the loth 
of February, the vtodtfications were carried by 
13:1 fuffrages againft 52. The publication of 
the new cdift was followed by loud acclamations 
and general rejoicings, and confirmed by the 
three guaranties. 

The edid of 1782 is valid in all the articles 
which are not repealed or amended by the prefent 
modijications ; or, to ufe the words of the 
amendments, " The edift of the 21ft of Novem- 
ber 1782, with the modifications introduced by 
the prefent edid, and the political code publifhed 
on the 13th of June 1783, (hall be the funda- 
mental law of the ftate, and fliall form the com- 
plete colleftion of its political ftatutes.** 

The conftitution is now wifely modelled into 
a mean between the too popular form eftablilhed 
in 1768, and the too ariftocratical form efla^ 
blilhed in 1782. 

The magiftrates have confented to repeal the 
moft obnoxious articles in the edidl of 1782; 
which may be principally reduced to the follow- 
ing heads : i. The garrifon is fubjed, as before 

the 
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theedia of 178^^ to the orders of tlie Senate, 
of the Syndic of the Guard, and of the members 
of the Great Council, and is to be no I^onget 
quartered in barracks ; it is to be gradually 
reduced to 600 men, but may be increafed to 
720, at the will of the Great Council. The 
officers are to be chofen by the Great Council^ 
from the citizens, burghers, and natives. 2. The 
militia to be re-embodied, and the military exet. 
cifes to be renewed. A regiment of volunteers 
to be formed from the citizens, burghdrs, 
natives, and inhabitants, under the orders of the 
Senate and Syndic of the Guard. 3. Alt citi- 
zens, burghers, natives, inhabitants, and fub- 
jefts, are permitted to bear arms; all other 
perfons dwelling in the city are prohibited from 
carrying fire-arms without permifSon. 4* The 
circles, or political clubs, are re-eftabliflied, but 
forbidden to deliberate or vote on the affairs of 
ftate or the operations of government. 5. Some 
additional powers are granted to the thirty-fix 
adjunfts, which increafe their importance, and 
confequently the weight of their reprefentations. 
6. All perfons baniflied by the edict of 1781^ are 
to be recalled, if the confent of the three 
powers can be obtained ; and thofe who were 
deprived of their burgherfhip for refufing to 
take the oarh of allegiance to the government 

eftabliOied 
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eftablilhed in 1782, are to bereinftated in their 
rights. 

In return for thefe conceflions on the fide of 
the magiftrates, the popular party confent to 
the articles in the edidl of 1782, which abo- 
liflied the right of re-eleftion, and transferred 
the right of reprefentation to the thirty-fix 
adjunfts. They have afted wifely in renoun- 
cing the right of re-eleftion, that fpecies of 
oftracifm, and fource of fo much jealoufy and 
fufpicion, which principally occafioned the 
troubles that' preceded the revolution of 1782. 
They have no lefs prudently confented to abolifli 
the right of reprefentation, as it was vefted, 
before the edift, in every citizen and burgher. 
The ufe, or rather the abufe of this right, occa- 
fioned frequent tumults and feditions, by the 
promifcuous aifembling of a large number with- 
out order, and it was found to be a dangerous 
expedient to employ a multitude as an engine 
for political purpofes. 

By the edift of 1782 it was ftipulated, in 
favour of the natives, that during the term of 
ten years five natives, and after the expiration 
of the faid term, three natives, fliould be annu- 
ally chofen burghers. On the prefent occafion 
a farther claufe was added in their favour 5 that 

the 
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the burgherfliip fliould be conferred on all 
nadves of the fourth generation, when they (haH 
have attained the proper age. 

Time can only difcover whether the prefent 
form of government will be more permanent 
than the former conftitution ; or whether a few 
years may not bring about another revolution. 
It bears, however, ftrong marks of permanency^ 
if we may augur from the prefent temper and 
difpofition of the parties. 

The alterations are jufl:, reafonable, and even 
neceflary. It is the firft time that all the orders 
of the (late freely, and as it were unani- 
moufly, confented, and that fcarcely the lead 
difaflfedlion or murmurs have followed. The 
revolution of 1768 was the triumph of the 
popular over the ariftocratical party ; and of 
1782, the ftill greater triumph of the ariftocra- 
tical over the popular party. But tlie prefent 
change of the government was accompanied 
by the triumph of neither party ; it was formed 
by the coalition of both ; it repealed what 
experience had (hewn to be defeftive, and in- 
confiftent with republican freedom in the edift 
of 1782, and retained what appeared to be expe- 
ilicnt and analogous to the fpirit and pruiciples 
of the conftitution. 

The 
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The pacification was inftantty followed by 
marks of cordiality and attention, between the 
individuals of two parties, never before expe- 
rienced. The fons of the principal Negatives 
have frequented the circles of the burghers ; 
the magiftrates, who could not be reproached 
with any abufe of their power fiQce the edidt of 
1782, obtained the confidence of the people 
from the moment that they renounced the fup- 
port of a foreign garrifon quartered in barracks, 
and expreflfed their refolution of entrufting the 
prefervadon of the flate to the citizens, burghers 
and natives. 

No monument of that military force^ fo odi- 
ous and yet fo ufelefs, will remain. The bar- 
racks of the town-houfe are already evacuated, 
and will be converted into a public library j the 
new barracks, built at an enormous expence, 
and more calculated for the garrifon of a power- 
ful and defpotic kingdom than for a fmall and 
frfce compionwealth, will be converted into a 
building for the univerfity. In a word, all 
things feem at prefent to confprre for the general 
good ; and it is to be hoped that both parties, 
(hocked at the recoUedion of pad troubles, will 
continue on as friendly terms as the jealous nature 
of a free conftitution will admit, and not exhibit 
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any more civil diffentioM of fiich notoriety as to 
eaduger the ruin of the republic s difleodons 
which have b<en hitherto^ perhaps^ aJdnoft im^ 
avoidable^ butwhich, if renewed ia futuxe> vnll 
ftamp indelible difgrace on tb^ Cefifimnai» ai 
reftleik and unquiet fpiritsu 



Whbn we eoQ&kr the Bumerovs chaogv in ttxt 
government, and the turbulence of advcrfe fadions* 
which raged with little intermi£Gon during a century of 
crtemal tranquiltity, it was not to be expc^ed that 
GcaeTa ftoulA efcapc the rortcr of the Frcmch RcTcitb- 
xma. The general finattering of hobess which diftia- 
guiihed the Genevans producec) endleiis coxktroverfies ia 
religion and politics, and the fon$ of this puny republic 
arrogated to themfelves a political prC'eminencc among 
the nations of Europe. Many, feduced by the principfci 
of infidelity diflemftiated by Voltaire with uaceaflng 
aftivity, and faicinated by the fyftem of general equality 
bid down in the Social Contrad of Rouffeau, whom they* 
proudly ftyled the philofopher of Geneva, became the 
apoftles of irreligion and democracy ; accordingly* a 
kirgc party were prepared to admit the French doc* 
trines, and in the beginning of ijgit a cl\ib called the 
Circle of Light gave energy and direAioa to the adro* 
cates of general equality. Their efforts were oppofed by 
all the friends of the conftitution, and two parties 

again 
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9gaia. fonao^ .which throatooed the renewsjl of poft 
CQxamotioas- 

la tbi^ crifUt emiflaricft froxA Pavis^exciiedan iQ(urrec<» 
UQjgi nmong the pestfanU of the Gcti^vois ; a l»rgQ bodjr 
of whom, hc^ed by the mayor of a French, village, and 
jpined by niimbers from the Pays de Gex, took up aniis» 
and znarcbed towards Geneva to demand the eitezvikm of 
the burgherQiip. The alarm-bell being founded, th« 
l^urghecs affembled >a arm& ; but many of them were 
dif^ofed to fa»vour the infurgents, till their apprehenfions 
V^re rsuied l^y the circ:ulation of a letter from the balliC 
of Nyon to a member of the Gireat Council ; it charged 
the French with fending emUbrie^ to e;xcite the 
revolt of the peafants^ to c^Uain poffefiion of Geneva^ 
and incorporate it with France^ The effed^ of thi& 
paper was ij^flsmtan^ous i Umb majority of the burghersji 
dreading foreign interference, offered to facrifice their 
liyQ$ and fprHunes in- defence of their independence, and 
the i2ifui;g<ot(, filing thenvfelve^ not fecosded by their. 
^dheren|:s ip the tQWB« diCperfed* 

The; government, howevej^i . apprehenfive of anotjier 
inrurre6tion» apd an^cioust to. remove every caufe of com*' 
plajntia granted additional privUegea to the natives, and 
Pfarticularly general admi0ion to the burghecihip, for tfaei 
fimll fum of fix guineas (Mar<;h 1791). 

The French, having thus failed in their firft attempt 
to furprife Geneva, renewed their efforts in a more open, 
manner foon after the abolition of monarchy. The 
Briilbtine party, in conformity with their plan of fur- 
rounding France with a chain of petty republics, pro* 
pofed to feparate Geneva from the Helvetic confederacy, 
and either form it iz^a a fmaU dependent common*- 
Wftftl(h, or incorporaitf it^ witk the French republic*. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly-y General Montefquiou no iboner entered 
SjLvojf than he manifefted hoftile intentions towards 
Geneva; he demanded permiflion to inarch a body of 
troops through the town ; but this demand not being 
complied with, on the ground that Genera was com- 
prifed in the neutrality of Switzerland, he menaced ait 
attack. The magtftrates, feconded by a great majority 
of the people, prepared for defence, and, at their 
requeft 1600 troops from Bern and Zuric entered Genera 
on the 30th of September. On the 5th of Odober 
General Montefquiou declared, that the government of 
Geneva had infulted the French republic by calling in the 
Swifs troops, to repel an attack which was never 
intended, and Chateauneuf, the French Refident, 
quitted the town on the 7th, haughtily requiring the 
Genevans to difmifs the Swifs troops, and punifh their 
inagiftrates. 

This peremptory mandate exciting general indignation 
not only in Geneva, but throughout every part of Swit« 
zerland ; General Montefquiou reprefented fo ftrongly 
CO the French miniftry the folly and danger of involving 
themfelves in a difpute with the whole Helvetic Body» 
that his orders to take pofleilion of Geneva were counter- 
manded, and flill powers tranfmitted to negociate an 
accommodation, which was amicably adjufted on the 
2 2d of October, on condition that the French fhould 
retire to the di Ranee of feme leagues, and tha magi- 
ftrates (houid difmifs the Swifs troops. 

Part of the troops had no fboner retired in conformity 
with this agreement, than the National Convention, 
influenced by the intrigues of the French party at 
Geneva, iflued orders to arreft General Montefquiou, 
refufed to ratify the treaty, and required the dilmiffion 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



Geneva. ^if^ 

of all die Swifs troops without any conditions } they 
concluded this aft of defpotifm with the mockery d£ 
affed^ing to refpcft the independence of the republic. 

Bern and Zuric havings in reliance on the treaty^ 
fuipended their military preparations, and the French 
troops who flill remained in the neighbourhood proflFcring 
their affiftance to the popular party, in favour of univerfai 
fufFrage, violent commotions fucceeded, and a revolu- ' 
tion took place, which terminated in ^e abolition of the 
ancient government, and the eftablilhmentof a National 
ConveYition confiding of 120 members (1793). 

This was the fird among a feries of revolutions, whichy 
ia imitation of that of France, were accompanied with 
all the horrors of pillage, profcription, baniflimentt 
aflafiinationt and executions ; while thofe who had proved 
themfelves the mod zealous promoters of the new 
fyftem, foon deplored the abolition of their ancient 
government, and the exceflcs of that popular tyranny 
which they had laboured to introduce. 

It is needlefs to detail the horrors of this convulfive 
period, during which every year witnefled new change^ 
in the form of government, until Geneva defervedly 
fuflered a punifhment due to unceaiing turbulence, in 
the annihilation of its independence, and an incorpora* 
tion with the French republic (1798). 

It will not be uninteredttig to contraft the narrative of 
thi5 event, by the French refident, Felix Defportes, with 
a letter from a citizen of Geneva. 
Felix Defportes to the A letter from a citizen of 

French Direflory, Geneva. 

Geneva, 27th Germinal. The fall which awaited 

(April 16.) us was forefeen, as well by 

Citizens Dire(aors, Ge- the condudl of France in 

neva is full of joy and hap- flopping all commercial in» 

Vol. II. pinefs. E e ler- 
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ptnefi. Its union to the 
FrencH republic was unani- 
jnoufly pronounced yefter- 
day, at fix o^clock in the 
evening, by the extraordi- 
nary committee, after the 
fitting of the Sovereign 
Council, which was held in 
the morning. The event 
was announced to me by a 
folemn deputation, preced- 
ed by a crowd of citizens 
who filled the air with 
Qiouts of •* Long live the 
Great Nation! long live the 
DireAory !'* I accepted in 
your name the wiOi of the 
Genevans. The moft cri- 
minal intrigues, the moft 
odious plots were formedv 
to defeat the wifhes .of the 
Sovereign Council. Hordes 
of anarchifts attempted to 
deceive the hopes of the 
people, and to prevent the 
prolongation of the powers 
of the committcet 

But the Genevan patriots 
have braved the clamours 
and the poignards of their , 
tyrants, and of 3,197 vo- 
ters, 2,204 gave their fut 
fr^cs for the prolongation, 
33 ballots were declared 
null. 



tercourfc, as by prohibiting 
the importation of provi- 
fions'and other necelTaries, 
without which we could not 
fubfift. The only hope re- 
maining we derived from 
the repeated afTurances of 
the French refident, in the 
name of the diredory, that 
the independence of Ge- 
neva would be refpefted. 
Meanwhile the dread of lo- 
fmg our independence, com* 
pofed all difientions and 
united all parties ; but this 
calm was like the intermif- 
fion'of pain experienced by 
a (ickperfon at the approach 
of death. 

The French refident re- 
turned from a journey into 
Switzerland, towards the 
beginning of Marth ; he re- 
ceived the ftrongeft profef- 
fions of friendfhip and re- 
ipe£^, and three days after 
fnmmoned the principal ma- 
giftrates, and dedaredythat 
the directory deGred the 
union of Geneva with 
France, adding that the 
Genevans anxiouflyfolicited 
the incorporation. It is im- 
poflible to defcribe the con- 
ftenx- 
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ntill. The committee no 
-Ibnger doabting of the f cal 
iviCbes of the citizens, haf- 
tened to fatisfy their impa- 
tience, and to-day will ne- 
fociate the treaty of re- 
union. 

After the fitting of the 
Sovereign Council, and at 
the exprefs demand of the 
Genevans^ I have caufed an 
armed force to enter the 
town. It was commanded 
by General Girard, and 
though confining of only 
1,300 ttxttif was however 
fofficient toreprefs the fury 
ofche robbers who threaten- 
ed to marder the friends of 
France. Half this force 
will return this mommg m- 
to cantonments atCarroage 
and Femey ; the remainder 
win go into barracks in Ge- 
neva* Such is the wiih of 
the people of Geneva 1 and 
it was only in confequence 
of my promifing that the 
conquerors of the Rhine 
ihoold flay amongft them, 
that the friends of France 
have affumed the tri-co- 
loured cockade. 

IwiU 



ftemation, which this de- 
claration f][>read through the 
city. The fti-eets, the 
churches, and the houieS» 
refounded with lamentati- 
ons and groanS' 

The firft effect was fran- 
tic indignation, but in a few 
days the people beheld their 
fituation with greater calm* 
nefs. The Sovereign Coun- 
cil inftituted a committee 
with full powei^s, for a 
month, to negociate the 
union. The Committee 
ufed their utmoft endea- 
vours, as well by remon- 
ilrances as offers, to pM- 
ferve their independence^or 
at leaft to obuin a refpite ; 
but without effect* Ge- 
neva was furrounded or ra- 
ther blockaded more afld 
more clofcly; diftrefs and 
want daily increafed, yet 
the refolution of the Gene- 
vans was not overcome. 
At the end of a month (the 
1 6th of April,) the Sove- 
reign Council aiTembled to 
requeft the prolongation of 
the full powers to the com- 
mittee, who laboured to 

Ee 2 pro- 



Digitized by 



Google 



430 



LETTER 66. 



I mil not {peak to you, 
citizens dircAors^ of the ec- 
ikzcy with which our hrave 
defenders were received by 
their new fellow-citizens 3 
all their wants were and- 
cipated, everyone delighted 
in procuring them new en- 
joyments; nothing was heard 
but fbngs which recalled the 
great deeds of French 
heroes ; the bonds of the 
mod ancient fraternity 
icemed to unite all hearts ! 

So flattering a reception, 
ibtrue an attachment, prove 
to you, citizens directors, 
how much the branch (ra- 
meau) of Geneva deferves 
to figure in the fafces (faif* 
ceau) of the French repub- 
Uc. 
Moniteur, iftFIor^al. 



protract the incorporatios* 
This was a terrible day, and 
annihilated ull hopes of pre- 
ferving our independence. 

The dttings were not ter- 
minated, when 1 600 French 
troops rulh^d into the city, 
and took pofleflion of all the 
gates, as you may fuppofe, 
without the imalle^ oppo- 
iition. Inftantly the con> 
ditions of the union were 
fettled, and the incorpora- 
tion with France effected* 
The wifh of the Sovereign 
Council, which the French 
refident, in his letter to 
the directory, mention^ 9/l 
friendly to an, union, was 
the reverie; their laft at- 
tempt was directed to delay 
the incorporation ; as to the 
joy of the people which he 
alio relates, it is a notorious 
fact, that not one voice er* 
claimed, *' Long live the 
republic !'* All the Gene- 
vans retired in fullen filence 
to their houfes, and confter- 
nation was vifible in everjr 
countenance. 
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LETTER 6y. 

General RefleSiom. 

tl AVING, in the courfe of my former letters, 
communicated fuch obfenrations as occurred 
to me during my tour through Switzerland, con- 
cerning the laws, government, and fituation of 
each canton in particular ; I will now lay before 
you a few concluding remarks, in relation to the 
ftate of that country in general. 

No part of Europe contains, within the fame 
compafs, fo many independent commonwealths, 
and fuch a variety of governments, as are col- 
lided in this delightful country. With fuch wif- 
dora was the Helvetic union compofed, and fo 
little have the Swifs, of late years, been actuated 
with the fpirit of conqueft, that fince the com- 
plete eftablifhment of their general confederacy, 
they have feldom found occafion to employ their 
arms againft a foreign enemy, and have been 
troubled with no civil commotions that were not 
foon happily terminated. Perhaps there is not 
a fimilar inftance in ancient or modern hiftory, 
of a warlike people, divided into little independr 
E e 3 ent 
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cnt republics, clofely bordering upon each other, 
and bccafionally interfering in their refpefkive 
interefts, having continued, during fo long a 
period, in an almoft uninterrupted ftate of 
tranquillity. Thus, while the feveral neigh- 
bouring kingdoms fuffer, by turns, all the 
horrors of war, this favoured nation looks down 
with fecurity upon the political tempefts that 
ihake the world around them •• 

The happinefs of a long peace has neither 
broken the fpirit, nor enervated the arm of the 
Swifs. The youth are diligently trained to 
martial exercifes, fuch as running, wreftling, and 
fhooting both with the crofs-bow and the muf- 
ket ; a confiderable number of well-difciplined 
troops are always employed in foreign fervice, 
and the whole people are enrolled, and regularly 
exercifed in their refpefUve militia. By thefe 
means they are capable of coUefting a very 
refpeftable body of forces, which would prove 
formidable to any enemy who ftiould invade 
their country, or attack their liberties. Thus* 

♦ By the fatal effefts of the French revolutioij, 
S\7itzerland alas ! is fadly changed from this happj 
ft?ite of peace and tranquillity. As the objc6l of thefc 
letters was to defcribe the fituation of Switzerland, at the 
time of my tours, I have retained this and fimilar paf- 
fages without any alteration (April l8oi). 

'5 while 
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while mod of the other dates upon the ccfntinent 
are tending towards a military government, 
Switzerland alone has no {landing armies ; yet, 
from the nature of its fituation, from its parti- 
cular alliances, and from the policy of its inter- 
nal government, is more fecure from invafion 
than any other European power. 

The felicity of Switzerland, however, does 
not confifl: merely in this peculiar exemption 
from the miferies of war ; as there is no country 
in' which happinefs and content more univerfally 
prevail among the people. For, whether the 
government is ariftocratical, democratical, or 
mixed ; a general fpirit of liberty pervades and 
aduates the feveral conftitutions : even the oli^ 
garchical ftates, which are ufually the mod 
tyrannical, are here peculiarly mild, and the 
property of the fubjedt is in general fecurely 
guarded againft every kind of violation. 

But one general defed prevails in the crimi- 
nal jurifprudence. For, although the Caroline 
code, as it is ftyled, or the code of the Emperor 
Charles the Fifth, forms in each of the repub- 
lies the principal bafis of their penal laws, with 
particular modifications and additions in differ- 
ent diftrifts; yet too great a latitude is 
allowed to the refpeftive judges, who are lefs 
governed in their determinations by this code, 
E e4 or 
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or any other written law, than by the common 
principles of equity. How far experience may 
have juftified the prudence of trufting them 
with this extraordinary privilege, or how far the 
feverity of the Caroline code renders it neceflfary, 
I cannot fay ; but difcretionary powers of this 
kind are undoubtedly liable to the mod alarm- 
ing abufe, and can never, without the greateft 
hazard) be committed to the hands of the magi- 
ftrate. 

Upon this occafion, I cannot forbear refled- 
ing on the fuperior wifdom of our invaluable 
conftitution ; and indeed it is impoffible for 
an Engliffiman to obferve the governments of 
other countries, without becoming a warmer 
and more afFeftionate admirer of his own. In 
England, the life and liberty of the fubjed does 
not depend upon the arbitrary decifion of his 
judge, but is fecured by exprefs laws, from 
which no magiftrate can depart with impunity. 
This guarded precifion, it is true, may occa* 
fionally, perhaps, be attended with fome in- 
conveniences ; but are overbalanced by advan* 
tages of fo much greater weight, as to be 
fcarcely perceptible in the fcales of juftice. I do 
not mean, however, to throw any imputation 
upon the officers of criminal jurifdiction in 
Switzerland: as far as I could obferve, they 
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adminifter juftice with an impartial and equit- 
fible hand. But I remarked, with peculiar fatis- 
faftion, the excellent ftate of the pilfons, and the 
humane precautions adopted by the feveral legifla- 
tures. The criminals are confined in wholefome 
and feparate wards, and inftead of langui(hing 
in prifon, to the great injury of their health, or 
total wafte of their little remnant of money, are 
immediately brought to trial. In England, an 
accufed perfon may be confined fix months, or 
more, before his fate is determined, and if he 
is proved innocent, and (hould be in low circum- 
ilances, the lofs of his time, together with the 
expences of the jail-fees, may probably occafion 
his utter ruin ; while his morals are in no lefs 
danger, by being compelled to aiTociate with a 
fet of abandoned wretches, loft to all fenfe of 
Ihame, and encouraging each other in their 
common profligacy. How much is it to be 
lamented, that, while our code of criminal 
jurifprudence is in general formed upon prin- 
ciples, which diftinguifli us with honour among 
the nations of Europe ; that our courts of 
juftice are thrown open to the view of all the 
world, and that we enjoy the ineftimable and 
almoft peculiar privilege of being tried by our 
equals ; how mucH (I cannot forbear repeating) 
is it to be lamented, that the fame equitable and 

humane 
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humane fpirit fliould be found wanting in fo 
important an afticle of our penal laws ! 

For a morfc particular account of the prifont 
in Switzerland, I would refer you to my friend 
Mr. Howard's publication* on the fubjed. 
In this work the benevolent author has given 
many melancholy inftances, that the Englifh 
jails are much inferior to foreign prifons in 
cleanlinefs and good government. He rnuft^ 
however^ feel the mod fenfible fatisfaflion in 
finding, that his labours have already produced 
feveral advantageous regulations, particularly 
concerning the fees of thofe who are acquitted, 
the prevention of the gaol diftemper, and the 
attention which is generally paid to the morals 
and cleanlinefs of the prifoners. And although 
much dill remains to be effeded, yet it may 
juftly be hoped, that the attention of the Britifh 
Senate will be efFediially fixed upon an objeA fo 
highly deferving the care of every wife and 
humane legiflaturei 

It is a matter of aftonifbment, as well as of 
concern, to find, that in a country where the 
true principles of civil government are fo well 
underflood and fo generally adopted as in 

• The State of the Prifons in England and Wales, &c. 
Ac. Third edition, 1784. And an account of fomc 
foreign prifons. 

Switzer- 
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Switzerland, the trial by torture is not yet 

abolKhed ; for^ in particular cafes, the fuf- 

pe^ed criminal is dill put to the rack. The 

inefEcacy, no lefs than the inhumanity, of en- 

deavouring to extort the truth by the feveral 

horrid inftruments which too ingenious cruelty 

has devifed for that purpofe, has been fo often 

expofed by the ableft writers, that it would be 

equally impertinent and fuperfluous to trouble 

you with any farther reflexions upon the fubjeft ; 

and indeed, the whole ftrength of the argu« 

ments urged upon this occafion, is comprifed 

in the juft obfervation of the admirable la 

Bruyere ; ** la quejiion eji une invention merueiU 

'* leufe &f iouUa-f ait /tire y pour perdre un innocent 

•* qui a la complexion foihle^ Id fawoer un coupable 

^^ qmefinerobujie*:' 

During 

* Caradlcres, Vol. ii. p. 203. Criminal jufticc is here, 
as in the greater part of Europe, adminiftercd agreeably 
to the rules of the civil law. According to the maxims 
of that code* the criminal's confeflion is abfolutely re* 
quifite for the inflicSion of capital puniftimcnt, and con- 
fequently, all thofe nations, which have not eftablilhed a 
new code of criminal jurifprudence, retain the ufe of 
torture. 

Frederic the Second, king of Pruffia, fet the example,, 
in Germany, of abolifhing this inhuman pradlice i but 
few, perhaps, are apprifed, that the firft hint of this 
reformation was fuggefted to him by reading the Hiftory 
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During my fubfequent expeditions into Swit- 
zerland in 1785 and 1786, I was happy to find, 
that the abfurdity as well as inhumanity of torture 
was more generally admitted. It has long been 
fupprefled in Geneva ; in many of the ariftocrati- 
cal cantons it is virtually, though not formally 
abandoned ; and, as I have before had occafion 
to obferve *, its public abolition in Bern forms 
a diftinguifhed aera in the hiflory of Swifs jurif- 
prudence, and will be the prelude to its total 
difufe throughout Switzerland* 



of England. For one of the principal arguments in fup<- 
port of this method of extorting confeCIion, being, that 
it affords the bed means of difcovering plots againd 
goyernment, the fagacious monarch remarked, that the 
Britlfh annals fully confute the fallacy of that reafoning. 
Few kingdoms, he obfcrved, had abounded more in 
confpiracies and rebellicns than England, and yet the 
Jeaders and abettors had been more fuccefsfuUy difco* 
vcred, without the ufe of torture, than in any country 
where it was praftifed. ** From thence^** added this wife 
poHtician, " Ifanv the abfurdity of torture, and aholl/hed it 
*< accordingly.** 

This anecdote, which I received from very refpcftable 
authority, (the late Lord Dover,) bears the moft 
honourable tcftimony to the eflicacy as well as the mild- 
nefs of our penal laws, and to the fuperior excellence of 
the proccfs obfcrved in our courts of criminal juftice, 

• Letter 56. 
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General Rejleffhns. 4^9 

Learning is lefs generally diffufed among the 
catholic than the proteftant ftates ; but in both^ 
a man of letters will find abundant opportuni- 
ties of gratifying his refearches, and improving 
his knowledge. To the natural philofopher^ 
Switzerland affords an inexhauftible fource of 
entertainment and information^as well from the 
great variety of phyfical curiofities, as from the 
confiderable number of perfons eminently (killed 
in that branch of fcience. Indeed in every 
town, and almoft in every village, the curious 
traveller will meet with colledions worthy of his 
attention. 

With refpeft to agriculture; few countries 
are more confpicuous for the advantageous 
cffefts of unwearied and perfevering induftry* 
In travelling over the mountainous parts of 
Switzerland, I was firuck with admiration on 
obferving rocks, formerly barren, now planted 
with vines, or abounding in rich pafture ; and 
perceiving the traces of the plough along the 
fides of the fteepeft declivities. The inhabit- 
ants feem to have furmounted every obftruftion 
of foil, fituation, and climate, and fpread fertility 
over various fpots, which nature feemed to have 
configned to everlafting barrennefs. In fine, a 
general fimplicity of manners, an open and un- 

affefted 
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43© LETTER 67. 

affe£ted franknefs, together vttti an mvinclble 
fpirk of freedom, may juftly be mentioned, in 
the number of thofe peculiar qualities which dig- 
nify the public character of this people, and dif- 
tinguifh them with honour among the nations of 
Europe. 

I have now laid before you the principal ob- 
fervations which occurred to me in my journey 
through Switzerland : happy ! if they may in 
any refpeft have contributed to your informa- 
tion or amufcment. They were originally in- 
tended merely as a private memorial of friend- 
ihip ; but I have an additional fatisfadion in 
this opportunity of publicly teflifying the iincere 
efteem and regard with which I am^ 

Dear Sir, 

Your very affedionate^ 
and obliged friend, 

WILLIAM COXE. 



END OP THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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